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ticles may  be  discussed  on  the  principles  of  the 
treaties  with  Holland  and  Sweden.  Another  let- 
ter from  the  King.  Letter  from  Paris  satis&ctory. 
Articles  of  merchandize  enumerated.  Submits  to 
Congress  the  propriety  of  being  vested  with  full 
powers  to  conclude  a  treaty.  Money  obtained  to 
pay  Mr.  Morris'  bills.     Contract  will  be  transmitted 
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to  Congress.     Terms  high^  but  no  ftltemative  be- 
tween that  and  protesting  tlie  bills. 

.Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  Feb.  1st,  1785.  Rat- 
ification of  the  loan  contract  made  by  Mr. 
Adams.         - 104 

From  the  same  to  the  same.  The  Hague  March 
27th,  1784.         -         -         -         -         -        -  105 

Encloses  tliree  notes  from  the  Prussian  Minister.  Trea- 
ty with  Sweden  adopted  as  a  model.  Asks  for 
instructions  to  accompany  the  Commission.  Ex- 
isting instructions  inadequate  to  conclude—  can  only 
conrer.  Difficulty  apprehended  about  the  sig^ture, 
a  majority  of  the  Mmisters  being  in  Paris.  A  prom- 
ise of  money  sufficient  to  save  the  Financier's  bills. 
Causes  of  tlic  liigh  terms.  Ways  and  means  pro- 
vided by  impost  for  tlie  pa\Tncnt  of  interest  would 
soon  give  better  credit.  Mode  of  confuting  cal- 
umnies proposed.  iVb/e,  fi*om  B:u'on  Thulemeier 
March  14th,  1784,  asks  for  a  copy  of  the  Treaty 
witli  Sweden.  Note,  from  the  same,  March  25th, 
1784,  gives  information  of  the  articles  of  future 
commerce.  Note^  from  the  same  March  25th,  1784, 
gives  a  statement  of  the  private  affairs  of  Sieur 
Christian  Kavenhorst.  Interference  of  Mr.  Adams 
requested,  to  procure  copy  of  tlic  will,  &c. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Hague,  April  10th, 

1784. Ill 

Encloses  tlie  copy  of  a  letter  from  Baron  Thulemeier, 
and  projet  of  a  Treaty.  Hopes  for  the  action  of 
Congress,  with  instructions  and  powers  to  treat. 
Letter  of  Baron  Thulemeier,  with  the  proposition 
for  a  treaty,  sent  by  the  King.  Interview  requested. 
Description  of  linens.  Projet  of  tJie  Treaty,  (113.) 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     The  Hague,  April 
22d,  1784.        -        -        -        -        .        .     -  127 

Had  received  a  letter  from  an  American  complaining 
that  English  Bishops  refused  ordination  unless  the 
oaths  of  alle^ance  were  taken.  Enquiry  made  of 
the  Danish  Minister  whether  orders  might  not  be 
received  in  Denmark.  Reply  of  Mons.  de  St  Sa^ 
phorin,  ( 1 28. )  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Count 
Rosencrone. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  foreign   affidrs. 

March  21st,  1785. 129 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     The  Hague,   May 

13th,  1784. 130 

Enquires  in  what  li^t  Mr.  Dumas  is  to  be  considered. 
Duplicate  of  the  Prussian  Treaty  approved  by 
Messrs.  Jay  and  Franklin. 
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From  the  same  to  the  same.    The  Hague,  May 
13th,  1784. 131 

Probable  connexion  between  Holland  and  France. 
Mistaken  policy  of  England.  Conduct  of  the  Em- 
peror, and  King  of  Pruaaa.  Some  of  the  Provin- 
ces favorable  to  a  treaty  with  France.  A  war  will 
produce  an  alliance.  War  probable.  Jealousy  of 
the  two  Imperial  Courts,  and  House  of  Bourbon. 
Difficulty  or  commanding  money  tiie  best  security 
for  peace.  Views  of  the  Emperor.  Conduct  hith- 
erto just  and  beneficial.  If  he  should  live,  togeth- 
er with  the  Empress  of  Russia,  a  few  years ;  or  un- 
til England  obtains  the  command  of  money ;  a 
general  war  probable. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.  The  Hague,  May 
14th,  1784. 133 

Fermentation  in  the  Courts  of  the  two  empires  and 
those  of  Bourbon.  Questions  of  Etiquette.  Death 
of  the  Bishop  of  Liege.  Consequences  of  the  ex- 
pected election. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.  The  Hague,  June 
7th,  1784. 134 

Paper  received  from  the  Baron  Thulemeier  enclosed. 
The  Baron's  letter,  and  the  King's  answer.  Treaty 
ready  for  signature.  The  Baron  desirous  of  per- 
fecting the  business;  wherefore — Hopes  that  in- 
structions and  authority  will  be  despatched  without 
delay  to  conclude.  Observations  made  by  Mr.  Ad- 
ams on  the  projet  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce between  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United 
States.     The  King's  modifications. 

From  thesame  to  the  same.  The  Hague,  June  22d, 
1784. 140 

Thinks  that  he  has  heretofore  advised  Congress  of  the 
opinion  of  Foreign  Ministers,  that  letters  should 

•  be  written  to  each  of  the  SovereicTis  of  Europe, 
upon  the  establishment  of  Independence.  Advice 
lately  repeated.  Precedent  given,  and  now  the 
proper  time.  Sketch  of  what  the  letter  should  con- 
tain, and  mode  of  transmission.  The  answers  ben- 
eficial and  in  what  manner. 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  letter  of  John  Ad- 
ams, June  22d,  1784.  ->         -  -  -  142 

From  John  Adams,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  President  of  Congress. 
Auteuil,  near  Paris,  Oct.  20th,  1784.         -         -  144 

Encloses  letters  from  Mr.  Dumas.  Affairs  of  Hol- 
land. Union  of  parties.  War  commenced,  if  the 
language  of  the  Count  Belgioso  is  to  be  taken  lit- 
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eraUy.  Guns  liaving  been  fired.  Itoom  for  nego- 
tiation during  the  winter.  France  will  endeavor  to 
reconcile.  If  she  does  not  succeed  will  eventually 
side  with  Holland,  wherefore — Conduct  of  the 
English  a  problem.  Still  room  to  hope  for  peace. 
If  it  is  not  preserved,  apprehends  a  general  war. 
The  object  of  the  Emperor  useful  to  America. 
Prime  Minister  to  England,  his  powers  contrasted 
with  his  duties. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.  Auteuil,  near  Paris, 
Nov.  3d,  1784. -  146 

Letter  of  the  Coimt  de  Vergcnnes  communicated 
by  Dr.  Franklin,  on  the  subject  of  French  loans. 
Fearful  that  Mr.  Morris  may  draw  on  Amsterdam 
for  the  interest  Protest  of  drafls  to  be  expected. 
From  the  situation  of  France  sees  no  hope  of  Dr. 
Franklin  obtaining  relief  from  that  Court.  Debts 
of  the  United  States,  demands  for  money.  How 
to  be  satisfied.  Fortunate  if  means  are  provided. 
OtJierwise  enl  consequences.  Holland  the  only 
country  where  we  can  borrow,  and  not  there,  un- 
less our  foreign  debt  is  funded.  Adequate  funds 
for*  paying  interest  will  create  further  credit.  Reap 
sons  for  not  offering  an  opinion  as  to  the  niode. 
Letter  from  Bankers  at  Amsterdam.  Ratification  of 
the  last  loan  not  received.  Hopes  it  wiU  be  trans- 
mitted as  early  as  possible.  Appropriation  of  the 
last  half  million  sterling  obtained  m  Holland.  En- 
closes copies  of  papers  from  Mons.  Diunas,  with 
answers.  Recommendation  of  that  gentleman.  Pa- 
per of  Mons.  Dumas.  Questions  answered  bv  Mr. 
Adams,  (149.) 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  foreign  afiairs. 
Jan.  20th,  1785. 150 

From  John  Adams  to  the  Honorable  John  Jay,  Sec- 
retary of  foreign  aj3airs.  Auteuil,  near  Paris, 
Dec.  15th,  1784.  -         -         -         -        -  151 

Addr^wes  Mr.  Jay  as  Minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  the 
hope  of  his  h&vmg  accepted  that  office.  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  demands  on  Holland.  Effect  upon 
vessels  of  the  United  States.  Danger  of  erring 
with  rcguxi  to  the  Mediterranean  trade.  Contra- 
riety ofopinions  as  to  its  value,  and  mode  of  treat- 
ing the  Barbary  States.  Futility  of  waging  war 
with  Algiers— unless  the  maritime  powers  of  Eu- 
rope would  unite  for  that  purpose.  Enquires  for 
the  means  of  purchasing  peace.  Before  attempt- 
ing to  borrow  more  money  in  Holland  must  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  interest  of  old  debts.  Sub- 
ject worthy  the  attention  of  Congress. 
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From  Mr.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.  Au- 
teuil,  near  Paris,  Jan.   10th,  1785.  -  -  153 

InfomiB  of  the  success  of  the  Dutch  loan.  Amelior- 
ation of  credit,  will  enable  to  treat  with  Barbaiy 
powers,  and  pay  the  interest  of  the  French  loan — 
wbhes  instructions.  Letter  on  this  subject  from 
the  Count  de  Verg^nnes.  Salaries  of  foreign  min- 
isters whether  to  be  paid  ?  prays  for  explicit  in- 
structions on  that  head.  Inquires  if  an  ew  loan 
shall  be  opened  }  Will  regret  the  necesaty.  In- 
jurious effect  of  foreign  loans 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  Mr.  Adams'  letter 
of  Jan.  10th,  1785. 156 

From  Mr.  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Auteuil,  near  Paris, 
March  9th,  1785. 157 

Congratulations  upon  the  appcnntment  of  Minister  of 
foreign  affairs.  Slow  progress  of  negotiations. 
Causes  of  delay.  Urges  the  transmission  of  the 
ratification  of  the  last  Dutch  loan.  Balance  of 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  bankers.  Inqui- 
ries with  regard  to  the  tribute  paid  to  Algiers  by 
Sweden  and  Holland.  Difficulty  of  forming  sup- 
plementary treaties  with  France,  Sweden  and  Hol- 
land. Causes  thereof.  Remonstrances  of  the 
French  merchants  against  opening  the  Colonial 
trade.  Success  of  the  French  fisheries  attributa- 
ble to  the  alliance  with  America.  Extravagant 
pretensions  of  merchants^  their  partial  views.  Eng- 
land will  not  treat  at  Paris.  Spain  equally  averse. 
Congress  can  determine  the  proposition  of  treating 
at  St.  James  or  not  State  of  Europe  critical,  but 
does  not  think  the  Emperor  will  urge  on  a  war. 

From  Messrs.  Willink  &  Co.  to  John  Adams.  Am- 
sterdam, Jan.  6th,  1785.  -         -         -        -  161 

statement  of  account  Expect  orders  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  balance. 

Extractor  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Willink  &  Co.  Am- 
sterdam, Feb.  2d,  1785.  -         -         -        -  162 

Discourage  attempts  at  future  loans.  Advert  to  the 
non-payment  or  the  interest  of  former  loans.  Rat^ 
ification  of  the  last  loan  contract  not  received.  Va- 
rious loans  open  in  Holland.  Money  becomes  scarce 
of  course.  If  another  year  Congress  wish  to  pay 
offthe  French  loan  by  borrowing  m  Holland,  would 
be  pleased  to  give  again  satisftu;tion. 

From  John  Jay  to  John  Adams.  New- York,  Feb. 
11th,  1785. 164 

Encloses  the  ratification  of  the  loan  contract,  entered 
into  March  9th,  1784.     Resolution  of  Congress  to 
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lend  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  London.     Requests 
an  opinion  on  the  afFairs  of  the  foreign  office.     De- 
mand of  the  surrender  of  Mr.  Longchamps.     Ex- 
change of  Ifinisters  with  Smin  contemplated. 

From    John  Adams   to  John  Jay.       April  Idth, 
1785 166 

Mentions  the  subject  of  former  letters.  Affair  of  the 
Barbary  States  and  Mediterranean  trade,  entertams 
a  different  view  from  those  who  speak  lightly  of  the 
latter.  Expects  to  negotiate  ^th  Alners  through 
the  French  Consul.  Congress  will  ultimately  send 
Consuls  to  sign  treaties  and  make  presents.  Spain 
will  not  treat  at  Paris,  djuifer  of  proceeding  to 
Spain.  Recommends  a  different  distribution  of 
foreign  ministers.  Propomtion  of  England  to  ex- 
change ministers.  Secret  wish  of  the  EngHsh  min- 
istry. Advises  the  measure.  No  selfish  design — 
assigns  reasons  to  diow  the  propriety.  Dangerous 
tendency  of  things  to  involve  us  in  war  with  Eng- 
land, which  is  to  be  deprecated  at  this  time.  His 
sjrstem  a  simple  one,  explains  at  length.  Expecta- 
tions of  Congress  and  toe  people  of  America  not 
answered  by  the  state  of  negotiations  at  Paris. 
Wish  to  return  home. 
From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Auteuil,  near 
Paris,  April  24th,  1785.         -         -         -        -  170 

Replies  to  Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  the  11th  February,  asks 
instructions  with  regard  to  new  loans.  Ifinister  to 
England,  iD]|>artance  and  necessity  of  the  measure. 
Difficulties  of  the  atuation,  and  its  important  bear- 
ings upon  the  politics  of  Europe.  Remarks  upon 
the  fumlment  of  the  treaty  by  the  Americsn  States. 
Recommends  to  fulfil  it  in  all  its  patts^  and  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  the  refugees.  ^  example  to 
England  for  the  punctual  execution  on  their  part 
R^rets  the  demand  for  the  delivery  of  Ixmg- 
champs.  Thought  his  punishment  satiflfiM)tory. 
The  demand  not  justifiea  by  the  law  of  nations* 
where  there  b  no  convention. 

From  John   Adams  to  John  Jay.     Auteuil,  near 
Paris,  May  4th,  1785.         -         -         -        -       172 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  Mr.  jKy*s  letter  of  18th 
March,  ^th  Commission,  &e.  to  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain.  Is  pleased  with  the  appointment 
of  a  new  miaister  to  tibe  Hag^e*  Dehoacy  of  his 
situation  with  regard  to  the  Court  of  the  Nether- 
lands. NecesBty  of  a  formal  leave  there^  and  with 
the  Court  of  Versailles.  Five  or  six  weeks  must 
elapse  before  he  can  proceed  to  London.  Instruc- 
tions agreeable.    Importance  of  the  trust    Pros- 
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pect  of  succeis  not  encourapn^.  America  will 
nave  performed  her  duty.  Ducnminatnig  duties  of 
New- York  and  Rhode  Island.  Remarks  ^reon. 
Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  the  15th  March.  Mr.  Smith  ncH 
personally  known ;  but  will  receive  every  regard 
and  attention  due  to  his  situation. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Aiiteuil,  near  Paris 
May  5th,  1785.        ....  175 

The  English  boast  of  &eir  having  monopofized  the 
American  trade.  Tlieir  ability  and  mode  of  effect- 
ing it.  The  competition  of  omer  nations  a  fidlure. 
Much  exaggeration  in  their  boast,  at  the  same  time 
too  much  truth.  The  success  of  tlie  mission  will 
depend  upon  the  careful  investigation  of  Congress 
and  their  mstructions  on  tlus  subject  Negotiations 
fruitless^  if  Englaml  can  enioy  under  her  own  par- 
tial regulations  uie  profits  of  our  commerce.  Amer- 
icans should  turn  their  attention  to  the  subject. 
Refrains  from  the  discusdon  of  the  question  what 
powers  should  be  delegated  to  the  confederacy 
touching  commerce.  Present  mischiefs  and  incon- 
veniences from  want  of  unity.  Propriety  of  cal- 
ling upon  the  States  for  information  respecting  im- 
ports and  exports  unce  the  peace.  Difficulty  of 
maintaimng  the  Umon  without  some  general  re- 
pository of  the  commercial  interests.  Mode  of 
counteractinj^  the  selfish  policy  of  England.  High 
and  discrimmating  duties  upon  British  luxuries. 
*'  He  always  negoiiaiea  iU  whe  ig  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  himdelf  feared'"  Measures  must  be 
taken  by  the  pecmle.  Our  army  no  terror.  Proud 
of  their  navy,  ana  diaregfard  ours.  Their  experi- 
ence lost  upon  them.  No  other  means  of  making 
an  impression  than  by  commercial  regulations. 

From  John  Adams  to  John  Jay.      Auteuil,   near 
Paris,  May  7th,  1785.  -  -         -         -  177 

Expects  to  be  in  London  by  the  end  of  the  month. 
Observations  on  taking  leave  of  the  Court  of  the  Neth- 
erlands. Asks  authority  to  draw  upon  Holland  for 
salaries.  Application  of  Mr.  Jefferson  for  money 
and  drafb  upon  Amsterdam.  Orders  of  Col.  Hum- 
phreys for  medals,  and  swotds,  met  by  drafts  on  the  * 
same  bankers.  Hopes  for  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress. Severity  ot  cold  in  Europe.  Failure  of 
crops.  Probable  effect  upon  American  produc- 
tions. 

From  John   Adams  to  John  Jay.     AiKeuil,   near 
Paris,  May  8th,  1785.         -  -         -  -  180 

Absurdity  of  the  English  idea  with  regard  to  the  for- 
eign diplomacy  of  the  United  States.     Its  impracti- 
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cabilitv.  Supposed  the  question  settled  that  Con- 
gress had  power  to  treat  with  foreign  powers,  ap- 
point Ambassadors,  &c.  Different  views  of  the 
Duke  of  Dorset,  wiU  be  made  the  pretext  for  de- 
lajrs.  The  Cabinet  of  St  James  may  decline  treat- 
ing unless  the  powers  of  Congress  are  enlarged. 
What  will  then  be  the  duty  of  the  American  Min- 
ister >  Refers  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress 
to  the  State  Legislatures  April  30th,  1784,  effect  of 
the  Duke's  letter,  other  demands  wiU  be  made. 
Requests  information  as  to  which  of  the  States  have 

red  to  those  recommendations.  Prosperity  of 
United  States,  though  shipping  has  been  dis- 
couraged. Should  attend  to  our  aefence.  Pecu- 
liar situation  of  Switzerland.  Parallel  case  of  Hol- 
land, future  greatness  of  America,  and  reason  why 
she  must  not  expect  assistance  ftom  foreign  pow- 
ers if  attacked.     Domestic  policy. 

From  John  Adams  to  John   Jay.     Auteuil,  near 
Paris,  May  13th,  1785.  -         -         -         -  186 

Transient  conversations  with  foreign  ministers. 
Attentions  of  the  Duke  of  Dorset  increased  nnce 
the  app<nntment  to  the  Court  of  St  James.  His 
viffltat  Auteuil.  Topics  of  conversation.  The  evacu- 
ation of  the  frontier  posts.  British  debts.  Carry- 
ing off  negroes.  Second  vimt  of  the  Duke  at  Au- 
teuil. Oilers  to  write  to  Mr.  Pitt  Gives  informal 
tion  of  Court  Etiquette.  Not  the  first  lecture  upon 
dress  and  etiquette.  Appearances  according  to 
rank  must  be  maintainea.  Inability  of  American 
ministers  to  conform  to  usage. 

CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  JOINT  COMMISSIONERS  AND 
MINISTERS  PLENIPOTENTIARIES,  JOHN  ADAMS,  BEN- 
JAMIN FRANKLIN,  AND  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  FOR  THE 
FORMATION  OF  TREATIES  OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE 
WITH  FOREIGN  POWERS. 

Minutes  of  proceedings.    Passy,  August  30th,  1784.  195 

Instructions  read,  resolved  to  meet  eveiy  day  until  the 
objects  of  the  commissions  are  properly  arranged. 
Resolve  that  Captain  Jones  apply  to  the  Court  of 
Denmark  for  compensation  for  prizes  restored  to 
the  British. 

Passy,  August  31st,  1784.  -  -  -  196 

Resolve  to  announce  to  the  Court  of  Versailles  the 
object  of  their  mission.  Information  gpven  to  Da- 
vid Hartley. 

Passy,  Sept.  1st,  1784. 197 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress  enclosing  a 
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resolution  relatiTe  to  the  brig  L' Aimable  Elizabeth. 
Letter  addressed  to  Mr.  fitrclajr  for  information. 
An  interview  to  be  requested  of  the  Danish  Min- 
ister. 

Passy,  Sept.  4th,  17S4.  -  -  -  198 

Information  of  their  powers  communicated  to  the 
Baron  de  WalterstorlT  the  Danish  Minister,  and  re- 
questing' he  would  announce  to  his  Court  their  read- 
iness to  proceed  in  the  negx)tiation. 

Passy,   Sept.  9th,  1784.  -  -  -  198 

The  object  of  the  commission  with  respect  to  Prus- 
sia communicated  to  the  Baron  Thulemeier  at  the 
Hague.  A  similar  letter  addressed  to  the  Portu- 
guese Ambassador. 

From  M.  Spinola  to  B.  Franklin.     Paris,  Sept.  9th, 
1784.  .  -  .  -  -  199 

The  government  of  (xenoa  desirous  of  sending  a  con- 
sul to  Boston.      Inquires  if  it  would  be  agreeable. 

From  Benjamin  Franklin  to  M.  Spinola.     Passy, 
Sept.  13th,  1784. 200 

Purport  of  the  letter  communicated  to  his  colleagues. 
Thinks  some  convention  will  be  necessary  between 
the  respective  States  previous  to  the  appointment 
of  Consuls.  Full  power  of  the  Commissioners  to 
treat. 

Versailles,  Sept.  15th,  1784.        -        -^     -        -  201 

The  Commisffloners  exhibited  to  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  (officially)  their  commission  to  negotiate 
and  conclude  a  supplementary  treaty  with  his  most 
Christian  Majesty. 

Passy,  Sept.  16th,  1784.  -  -  -  202 

Mr.  Hartley  gives  information  of  his  orders  to  return 
to  London. 

Passy,  near  Paris,  Sept.  22d,  1784.        -        -        -  202 

From  the  Commisnoners  to  the  Count  de  Aranda, 
Spanish  Ambassador.  Information  of  powers  g^ven, 
and  readiness  to  negotiate. 

From  the  Ambassador  of  Portugal  to  the  Commis- 
sioners.    Paris,  Sept.  27th,  1784.         -         -    204 

Has  transmitted  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to 
lus  Court 

From  M.  Riviere,   Charge  d'Aflfaires  of  Saxony  to 

the  Commissioners.     Paris,  Sept.  27th,  1784.        204 
Has  forwarded    the  communication  of  the  Commis- 
noners  to  his  Court 

From  M.  de  Pio  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris,  Sept. 
26th,   1784.  -  -  -  -  205 
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Has  submitted  to  the  conaderation  of  hb  Court  the 
letter  of  the  Conuniaaoners. 

From  M.  de  Scarnafis  to  the  Commissioners.    Paris, 
Oct.  5»th,  1784.  -  -  -  -  805 

Letter  of  the  Commiasioners  received  and  transmitted 
to  his  Court. 

From  the  Chev.  Delfino  to  the  Commissioners.        -  206 

Will  transmit  to  his  Court  the  letter  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

From  M.  Pavi  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris,  Oct. 
10th,  1784. 206 

Esteems  it  a  duty  to  communicate  the  letter  of  the 
Commissioners  to  his  Court. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Baron  Stael  de  Holstein. 
Passy,  Oct.  2d,  1784. 207 

Proposals  for  forming  a  supplementary  treaty.  Informs 
or  their  full  powers. 

From  Baron  Stael  de  Holstein  to  the  Commission- 
ers.    Paris,  Oct.  5th,  1784.         -        -        -     -  208 

Asks  for  infonnatian  relative  to  amendments  to  the 
treaty. 

Oct.  8th,  1784. 209 

Verbal  information  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Swedish  Embassy. 

From  the  Count  de  Aranda  to  the  Commissioners. 
Paris,  Sept.  27th,  1784.         -         -         -        -  209 

Letter  of  the  Commisaoners  of  the  23d  inst.  received. 
'Wishes  to  be  informed  if  either  of  the  Commission- 
ers will  repair  to  Madrid.  Custom  of  Spain  in 
such  cases. 

From  the  Commissioners  to  the  Count  de  Aranda. 
Passy,  Oct.  28tb,  1784.         -         -         -        -  211 

Treaties  having  been  proposed  with  most  of  the 
European  powers,  it  will  be  inconvenient  to  re- 
pair to  Maarid. 

From  the  same  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset.     Passy, 
Oct.  28th,  1784. 212 

Inform  of  their  powers,  which  had  previously  been 
communicated  to  Mr.  Hartley.  His  fHendly  assur- 
ances.   Are  ready  to  neg^otiate. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    Passy,  Oct.  28th, 
1784. 214 

Instructed  to  treat  on  some  points  £stinct  from  a 
treaty  of  commerce.  Amendment  to  the  defini- 
tive treaty  proposed,  relative  to^he  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities in  different  latitudes.  Proposition  respect- 
ing the  debts — further  propositions  for  the  payment 
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tar  negroes  carried  away,  and  for  liquidating  tlie 
charges  respecting  prisoners  of  war. 

From  D.  Humphreys  to  the  Commissioners.    Paris, 
Oct.  30th,  1784.         -        -        .        -         .    -  216 

Account  of  an  interview  with  the  Duke  of  Dorset. 

From  B&ron    Thuleroeier   to  the  Commissioners. 
The  Hague,  Oct.  8th,  1784.  -         -         -  217 

FulTpower  granted  b^  his  Pruflflian  Majesty  to  nep;o- 
tiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce.     The  King 
dearous  of  knowinr  what  city  has  been  selected 
for  the  exchange  ofcommerce.     Full  power  of  the 
,  King  of  Prussia.     Draiu^ht  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and 

commercCf  consisdng  oftwenty  seven  articlefly(219) 

From  the    Commissioners    to   Baron  Thulemeier. 
Passy,  Nov.  10th,  1784.  -         -        -        -  235 

Letter  of  the  8th  of  Oct  received.  New  articles  to 
propose,  calculated  to  diminish  the  calamity  of  war. 
Reasons  in  support  of  the  new  proposed  articles  in 
the  treaty  of  commerce  transmitted  to  the  Baron 
Thulemeier,  in  the  letter  of  the  10th  Nov.  (237.) 

First  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  Congress. 

Paris,  Nov.  11th,  1784.         -         -         -  -239 

From  M.  de  Sa,  dated  Queluz,  Oct.  24th,  1784,  to 

M.  de  Souza.         ------  248 

Assures  that  her  faithful  ICajesty  will  be  pleased  with 
a  better  correspondence  with  the  Umted  States. 
Asks  for  explanations. 

From  the  Commissioners  to  Count  de  Souza.     Pas- 
sy, Nov.  30th,  1784.       ....        -  249 

Letter  of  M.  de  Sa  received,  encloses  a  prcget  of  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce.  Ready  to  sign  if 
approved  by  her  Msjesty. 

From  Mon.   Favi  to  the  Commissioners.     Pftris, 
Nov.  16th,  1784.         -         -         -         -  -  250 

Informs  that  the  proportion  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
misaoners  has  been  agreeable  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  that  he  will  re- 
ceive with  pleasure  the  plan  of  the  treaty. 

From  the  Commissioners  to  Mods.  Favi.     Passy, 
Dec.  9th,  1784. 250 

Enclose  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, 
which  they  are  ready  to  sign. 

From    the   Duke  of   Dorset  to  the   Commissioners. 
Paris,  Nov.  24th,  1784.  -         -         -         -  251 

Authorized  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  assure  of 
their  readiness  to  take  into  consideration  proposals 
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coming  from  the  States,  for  the  advantaufe  of  both 
countnes.  A  previous  stipulation,  that  the  United 
States  should  send  a  person  duly  authorized  to  Lon- 
don. No  instructions  relative  to  certain  articles  of 
thepreliminaries  of  peace. 

From  the  Commissioners  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset. 
Passy,  Dec.  9th,  1784.  -         -         -         -  253 

The  Duke's  letter  of  the  9th,  Dec.  received.  Not 
authorized  to  answer  relative  to  the  stipulation  of  a 
Minister's  proceeding  to  London  to  remae  there  con- 
stantly. Will  transmit  the  letter  to  Congress, 
being  invested  with  full  power  to  confer  and  con- 
clude upon  the  subjects  m  question  with  his  Majes- 
t3r's  Mimsters,  and  are  so  aesirous  of  showing  re- 
spect to  his  Majesty's  government  that  they  would 
readily  repair  to  London. 

Second  Report  ol  the  Commissioners  to  Congress. 

Passy,  Dec.  15th,  1784.         -         -         -        -  254 
From  Mons.  de  Souza  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris, 

Dec.  22d,  1784. 256 

Has  transmitted  the  plan  of  a  treaty  to  the  Court  of 
Lbbon. 

From  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier  to  the  Commission- 
ers.    The  Hague,  Dec.  10th,  1784.  -  -  256 

Has  presented  the  new  projet  of  a  treaty  to  the  King. 
Approbation  of  the  views  of  the  United  States. 
Reminds  the  Commissioners  of  a  former  proposi- 
tion to  select  some  city  for  the  exchange  of  com- 
merce. 

From  the  Commissioners  to  the  Baron  de  Thule- 
meier.   Passy,  Jan.  21st,  1785.         ...  257 

Letter  of  the  10th  Dec.  received.  Think  the  last 
proportion  answered  by  the  second  and  third  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty.  If  free  ports  are  contemplated, 
are  of  opinion  that  both  Stettin  and  Embden  should 
be  such. 

From    M.     Walterstorff  to    the    Commissioners. 
Paris,  Feb.  1st,*  1785.         -  -  -  -  259 

Recommendation  of  the  Count  de  BemstorfT.  Wish- 
es to  be  informed  on  certain  matters  before  setting 
out  for  Copenhagen. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  Baron  de  Walter- 
storfF.     Paris,  Feb.  3d,  1785.  -  -        -  260 

Encloses  the  draught  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce. Will  receive  with  great  respect  any  im- 
provements. 

From  Mon.  de  Pio  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris, 
Jan.  22d,  1785. 261 
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Propontkms  of  the  CominiflsioiierB  have  been  wb- 
mittedtotheKing.  Messiiut  established  a  free  port 
Merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  will  be  re- 
ceived at  Mesrina  with  j>erfect  friendship  $  will  be 
received  in  other  ports  of  his  Dominions.  Tobac- 
co a  free  article.  Oi]«  wine  and  oiks  free  to  be  ex- 
ported from  Sicily,  advises  the  conmiencement 
of  a  commerce,  with  the  Sicilian  Ports.  A  treaty 
of  Commerce  not  necessary  to  a  free  trade. 

From  M.  de  Scarnafis  to  the  Cominissioners.  Paris, 
Feb.  2d,  1785. 264 

The  King*  of  Sardinia  will  be  pleased  to  see  the  ships 
of  the  United  States  frequenting  the  free  port  of 
Nice.  Will  hereafltf  form  commercial  ties  if  suit- 
able. 

Third  report  of  Commissioners  to  Congress.  Parb, 
Feb.  11, 1785. 264 

From  M.  Favi  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris,  Feb. 
10th,  1785. 267 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  'vnll  enjoy  in  the 
Ports  of  Tuscany  all  the  &cilitie8  and  advantages 
accorded  to  the  most  favored  nations. 
From  Baron  de  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners. 
The  Hague,  Jan.   24th,  1785.         -         -        -  1^7 

Observations  on  the  Counter  projet  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  authorized  by  the  King.  A  French 
translation  of  the  treaty,  the  Prussian  Court  not  be- 
ing familiar  with  the  English  lan&fuage. 

Answer  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  observations 
on  the  projet  of  a  treaty  with  Prussia  transmitted 
by  the  Baron  Thulemeier.  Passy,  March  14th, 
1785. -        .  269 

From  Baron  de  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners. 
The  Hague,  Feb.  11th,  1785.         -         -         -  277 

Has  transmitted  to  the  King  the  proposition  to  estab- 
lish Embden  and  Stettin  as  free  Ports. 

From  Baron  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners. 
The  Hague,  March  4th,  1785.         -  -        -  278 

The  establishing  of  fr«e  ports  useless  in  the  contem- 
plated treaty. 

From  the  rope'sNuncio  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris, 
Dec.  15th,  1785.  -  -  -  -  279 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  will  be  well  re- 
cdved  in  the  Ports  of  Civita  Vecchia  and  Ancona, 
provided  the  subjects  of  the  Holy  See,  are  recipro- 
cally treated  in  the  Ports  of  the  United  States. 
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From  John  Jay  to  the  Commissioners.     New- York, 
Jan.  14th,  1785.  -  -  -  -  280 

Has  accepted  the  office  of  the  Secretanr  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  Expected  attack  of  the  Gherokees  on 
Kentucky. 

Fourth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay. 

Paris,  March  18th,  1785.         -        -        -        -  281 
From   W.  Carmichael  to  B.  Franklin.     Madrid, 

Feb.  27th,  1784.  -  -  -  -  283 

Affair  of  Mr.  Hartwell.  May  be  liberated  on  leaving 
Spain.  Advices  of  the  capture  of  an  American 
vessel  by  a  Morocco  cruizer.  Steps  taken  there- 
upon. Letter  from  R.  Morris  received  giving  in- 
formation of  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  me  Span- 
ish Government  at  Havana.  The  King  disposed  to 
do  justice. 

Report  of  John  Adams  to  the  other  Commissioners. 
Auteuil,  March  20th,  1785.  -  -         -  286 

Vifflt  to  the  Count  de  Verg^nnes.  Question  relating 
to  the  Barba^  Powers.  An  official  application  to 
the  French  lumstry  require 

From  the  Commissioners  to  the  Count  de  Vergen- 
nes.     Passy,  March  28th,  1785.       -        -        -  288 

Affairs  with  the  Barbary  States.  The  advice  of  the 
French  Ministry  asked  relative  to  a  negotiation 
with  those  powers.  French  treaty  with  Algiers 
about  to  expire.  Inouiry  if  the  Treaty  will  be  re- 
newed. The  good  offices  and  interponlion  of  his 
Muesty  requested,  acconBng  to  the  tenor  of  the 
ognth  article  of  the  treatv  ofCommerce. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  dated  Passy,  Aug.  28th, 
1778.  -  -  -  -  -  291 

Respecting  the  Barbary  Powers. 

Count  de  Vergennes  to  the  Commissioners.  Ver- 
sailles, Sept.  27th,  1778.  -  -  -  292 

Communication  of  the  28th  uH.  referred  to  M.  de  Sar- 
tine.     Explanations  required. 

From  M.  de  Sartme  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes. 
VersaiUes,  Sept.  21st,  1778.        -         -  -  293 

Acknowledges  the  recdpt  of  a  letter  from  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  on  the  request  of  the  American 
Commisaoners.  Has  refeired  to  the  treaty,  and 
thinks  it  obligatory  on  his  Msjesty  to  employ  his 
good  offices  with  the  Barbary  powers  in  behalf  of 
me  United  States.  What  are  me  means  of  effect- 
ing^this  object.^    Will  the  Umted  States  conclude 
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treaties  or  merdy  wish  to  have  their  flag  respect* 
ed  }    Leas  difficult  to  form  treaties. 

From  Count  de  Vergennes  to  the  Commissioners. 
VereaiUes,  April  28th,  1784.  -  -      -  295 

Encloses  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Mareschal  de 
Castries. 

From  the  Mareschal  de  Castries  to  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes.    Versailles,  April  24th,  1785.        -      -  995 

Barbary  ^^airs>  -course  proper  to  be  pursued  by  the 
Commisffloners. 

From  the  Duke  of  Dorset  to  the  Commissioners. 
Paris,  March  26th,  1785.  -  -         -  297 

Instructions  from  London.  Inqmres  whether  the 
Comnussioners  are  empowered  merely  bv  Congreai^ 
or  whether  they  have  separate  powers  man  me  re- 
spective States.  Information  necessary  on  this 
pNoint,  as  the  respective  States  appear  determined 
to  regulate  their  own  separate  interests. 

From  the  Commissioners  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset. 
Passy,  May  16th,  1785.  -  -  -  298 

His  Grace's  letter  of  the  26th  March  received.  In- 
forms that  Confess  has  app<nnted  a  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  Court  or  London. 

Fifth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay. 

Paris,  April  13th,  1785.  -  -^  -  299 

From  M.  Favi  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris,  Aug. 

26th,  1785. 303 

The  projet  of  a  treaty  acceptable  to  the  Grand  Duke, 
transmits  a  translation  with  some  amendments. 
Citizens  of  the  United  States  will  be  received  at 
Leghorn,  and  treated  in  every  case  as  those  of  the 
most  favored  nation. 

From  Baron  Thulemeier  to   the   Commissioners. 
The  Hague,  May  3d,  1785.        -        -        -    -  304 

His  Majesty  approves  the  19th  article  as  last  drawn 
up.     Slight  change  in  the  fourth  article. 

From    the   Commissioners   to  Baron  Thulemeier. 
Passy,  May  26th,  1785.         -        -         -        -  305 

Proposed  trea.^  agreed  upon.  Proposition  as  to  the 
mode  of  ngning. 

From  Baron    Thulemeier  to  the   Commissioners. 
The  Hague,  June  17th,  1785.  -  -  307 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  26th 
May.  Anticipates  lasting  advantages  from  the  new 
treaty  to  both  countries. 

Sixth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay. 
Paris,  May  11th,  1785.  -  -  -  308 
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From  the  CommissioDers  to  M.  Favi.      Passjr,  June 
8th,  1785.  -  -  -  -        .  309 

Most  of  the  changes  proposed  by  the  Grand  Duke  ad- 
mitted. Observations  on  the  altentionB  proposed 
by  hia  Royal  Highness,  in  the  articles  of  trea^  of- 
fered by  the  Commissioners^  (310.) 

From  Mons.  Favi  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris, 
June  Uth,  1786.  -  -  -         -  323 

Lettered  the  8th  inst  recdred.  Observations  for- 
warded to  the  Court  of  Tuscany. 

Seventh  Report  of  the  Commbsioners  to  John  Jay. 

Passy,  June  18th,  1785.  -  -  -  323 

From   Baron   Thulemeier  to  T.  Jefferson.    The 

Hague,  July  19th,  1785.         -         -         -        -  325 

The  King's  approbation  of  the  treaty  of  Commerce. 
Dura^on  of  the  treaty  fixed  at  ten  years.  The 
King  is  only  waiting  K>r  the  treaty  signed  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  to  cause  the  ratification 
to  be  tranfonitted  in  the  usual  manner. 

Instructions   from  the    Commissioners  to    William 
Short.  -  -  -  -  -  326 

Mr.  Short  proceeds  to  the  Hague  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  the  exchange  of  the  Prussian  Treaty. 

From  the  Commissioners  to  M.  Dumas.         -         -  328 
Is   associated   with  Mr.  Short  in  effecting  the  ex- 
change of  the  Prussian  Treaty. 

From  T.  Jefferson  to  the  Baron  Thulemeier.     Paris, 
Juljr ,  1785.  -  -  -  -  329 

Deorous  that  Dr.  Franklin  should  have  joined  in 
the  execution  of  the  treaty.     Mr.  Short's  mission. 

Eight  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay. 
Paris,  Aug.  14th,  1785.  -  -  -  330 

Report  of  John  Jay  on  the  Treaty  with  Pnisffla»  March 
9,  1786,  (332.) 

Ninth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay. 

Oct.  1785. 335 

From  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay.     Grosvenor 

Square,  April  25th,  1786.        -        -        -        -  336 

Conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign 
af&irs.  Informed  that  the  joint  corosttsnon  for  me 
negotiating  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
ain wcmld  expire  on  the  12th  May.  His  Lordship 
requests  the  projet  of  a  treaty  merely  commercial. 

From   the  Commissioners    to    Lord    Carmarthen. 
Grosvenor  Square,  April  4th,  1786.         *        -  338 

Enclose  the  projet  or  a  treaty  of  Commerce. 

From  the  Conmiissioners  to  John  Jay.    Grosvenor 
Square,  March  28tb,  1786.      -        -        -        -  341 
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CoBftrence  irith  the  Ambaiwdor  of  Tripoli.  Terms 
of  tribute. 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  above  letter.  May 
29th,  1786. 343 

CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

From  John  Jay,  Secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  to 
Thomas  Jefferson  Mmister  Plenipotentiary  to 
France.    New- York,  March  15th,  1785.  -  349 

Encloses  an  act  of  Congren  respecting  his  appoint- 
ment. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     March  22d,  1785.     -  350 

The  Packet  being  detained  transnuts  commission  and 
letter  of  credence.  Extract  from  the  Secret  Jour- 
nal of  Congress^  March  22d,  1785,  (350.) 

From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  April  15th, 
1786. 351 

Encloses  a  statement  of  the  duties  in  the  French  free 
ports.  Mr.  Osirood  and  Mr.  Walter  Liring^n 
Commisffloners  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Gerrais  de- 
clined. Adequate  proyisdon  ror  the  Treasury  long 
delayed. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.  Paris,  May 
11th,  1785.  -  .  -  -352 

Comnusfflon  and  letter  of  Credence  receired.  Pro- 
fessions of  zeal  and  gratitude. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.  Paris,  May  15th, 
1785. 353 

Toung  Mr.  Adams  the  bearer  of  this  with  a  cypher. 

From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  June  15th, 
1785. 353 

Not  charged  to  communicate  any  instructiotis.  En- 
closes a  letter  for  the  King.  A  Minister  expected 
from  France.  Commercial  people  of  the  United 
States  dissatisfied  with  foreign  restrictions.  This 
uneasiness  favorable  to  a  more  perfect  union. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     July  13th,  1785.       -  354 

Letters  of  Mr.  Jefferson  have  been  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. Forbears  speaking  officially  on  the  subject 
of  them.  A  copy  of  the  consular  convention  sent 
by  Dr.  Frankhn  received.  Intelligence  of  the 
British  enticing  our  people  to  settle  our  lands 
under  their  protection.  Mr.  Adams  supposed  to 
be  in  London,  aaiiety  to  hear  from  him.  Goremor 
Livingston  appointed  to  tiie  Hague  but  decfined. 
Goremor  Rotledge  nnce  ^ected. 
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From  the  same  to  the  same.     Aug.  13th,  1785.      -  356 

Letters  received  of  the  1 1th  May.  Congress  silent 
with  respect  to  the  letters  of  thdr  liCmsters.  Ar- 
thur Lee  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury.  Produce 
high  though  the  harvest  is  good.  Credit  and  paper 
money.  Encloses  letters  and  papers  relative  to 
the  French  trade. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris  June 
17th,  1785. 357 

Appointment  as  Minister  conmiunicated  to  the  Count 
de  Vergennes.  Thinks  peace  will  continue  another 
year  in  Europe.     European  poUtics. 

From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     New- York, 
Sept.  14th,  1785.  -  -  -         -  359 

Joint  letters  and  Mr.  Jefferson's  of  the  17th  June  re- 
ceived. No  news  fix>m  Ci^t  Lamb.  Cong^ss 
occupied  on  the  requisition  of  supplies.  The  af- 
fidr  of  Longchamps  agreeably  termmated.  Govern- 
or Rutledge  dechnes  going  to  Holland.  A  Court 
to  decide  the  controversy  between  New-York  and 
Massachusetts  to  meet  at  Williamsburg.  Rage  for 
making  new  States.  Want  of  power  in  the  Fede- 
ral .Govemment 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     New- York,  Sept.  15th, 
1785. 361 

Encloses  a  letter  from  Count  de  Vergennes.  Con- 
duct and  deportment  of  Mons.  Marbois  during  his 
residence.     Influence  of  a  Minister. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  July 
12th,  1785.         - 362 

Encloses  papers  received  from  Captain  Paul  Jones 
relative  to  John  Jackson  pilot,  woimded  in  the  en- 
gagement with  the  Serapis.  Will  be  difficult  in 
mture  to  communicate  the  proceedings  of  the  Joint 
Commisaon.  Letter  of  Captain  Jones,  (363.)  Cer- 
tificate of  Jackson,  (364.) 

From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     New- York, 
Nov.  2d,  1785.  -         -         -         -         -  365 

Doctor  Franklin  arrived  in  Philadelphia.  The  Eng- 
lish give  trouble  on  our  Eastern  borders.  Mr.  Ad- 
ams mstnicted  on  the  subject.  Our  frontier  posts 
stiU  occupied  by  the  English.  Ifr.  Houdon  the 
bearer. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  Aug. 
14th,  1785. 366 

Question  upon  the  Chev.  Luzerne  returning  to  Amer- 
ica. Thmks  he  will  go  to  London.  The  salute 
refused  by  a  French  vessel  to  a  British  aimed  one 
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in  the  channel  the  subject  of  a  conference.  Cir- 
cumstances foreboding  war ;  but  neither  nation  in 
a  condition  to  go  to  war,  situation  and  dengns  of  the 
Continental  Powers.  Expedition  of  Captain  Pey- 
rouae.  Captain  Jones  desuwd  to  ascertain  its  des- 
tination. The  affair  of  Longchamps  the  subject 
of  conversation  with  Count  de  Verrennes,  an  in- 
quiry from  him  as  to  the  condition  of  the  finances 
of  America. 

From   the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  Aug.   14th, 
1785. 371 

Mr.  Short  appointed  to  repair  to  the  Hague  for  the 
exchange  of  signature  of  the  Prussian  treaty.  - 
Mons.  Dumas  associated  with  him.  Letters  en- 
closed, from  Baron  Thulemeier  to  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, The  Hague,  July  9th,  1785,  (373.)  Copy 
of  the  reply.  Paris,  July  1785,  (375.)  Instruc- 
tions from  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson  to 
William  Short,  (376.^  Instructions  from  the  same 
to  Charles  Dumas,  (378.)  From  Mr.  Carmichael 
to  T.  Jefferson.  Cadiz,  July  19,  1785,  (379.) 
From  Louis  Goublot  to  W.  Carmichael.  Sallee, 
June  25th,  1785,  (380.)  The  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca  to  William  Carmichael,  (382.)  List  of 
presents  made  by  the  States  General  to  Morocco, 
(383.) 

From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     New- York, 
Dec.  7th,  1785. 385 

Letter  of  the  14th  August  received.  Arrival  of  Mr. 
Temple. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.       New- York,   Jan. 
19th,  1786. 385 

Coneress  inactive  from  want  of  fViU  representation. 
Thinks  the  requisition  on  the  States  will  be  gene- 
rally complied  with.  A  disposition  prevailing  to 
enable  Congress  to  regulate  trade.  Questions  in 
cypher  respecting  the  posts.  Spain  insists  upon 
the  navigation  of  the  Misasrippi.  Trouble  in 
Massachusetts.  Hopes  the  negotiations  with  Bar- 
bary  may  prove  successfVd.  Indian  affairs  do  not 
prosper. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Aug. 
3(Hh,  1785. 387 

Encloses  a  correspondence  with  the  Mareschal  de 
Castries  on  the  subject  of  prize  money  due  to  ttie 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Alliance  fncute.  French 
and  American  post  offices.  Necessity  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Secretary  of  Legation.  Mr.  Short 
conditionally  appcnnted  untU  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress is  known.      Improvement   in  the  musket 
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Things  ranain  in  Europe  as  at  last  dates.  En- 
cloauret.  Letter  from  T.  JefTertoii  to  11.  de  Caa- 
tris.  July  10th,  1785,  (393.)  From  the  aame  to 
the  aaoie.  August  3d,  1785,  (394.)  From  J.  P. 
Jones  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  L'Onent,  Juhr  31, 
1785,  (396.)  From  K.  de  Castries  to  Thomas 
Jefferson.  Versailles,  Aug.  12th,  1785,  (397.) 
From  T.  Jefferson  to  the  M.  de  Castries.  Paris, 
Aug.  17th,  1785,  (398.)  From  M.  de  Castries  to 
T.  Jefferson.    Versailles,  Aug.  26th,  1785,  (400.) 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  Oct. 
6th,  1785. 400 

European  affairs.  French  marine.  Expedition  of 
Peyrouse,  letter  from  Captain  Jones  on  the  subject. 
E^losures.  From  T.  Jefferson  to  Paul  Jones. 
Paris,  Aug.  3d,  1785,  (403.)  From  Captain  Jones 
to  T.  Jeffer8on,»^Paris,  Oct  5,  1785,  (404.)  From 
T.  Jefferson,  to  William  Short  Paris,  Sept.  24th, 
1785,  (405.)  From  the  same  to  lions.  Grand. 
Paris,  Sept  24th,  1785,  (406.) 

From  T.  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  October 
nth,  1785. 407 

Mr.  Lamb  not  having  arrived — T.  Barclay  appcunted  to 
proceed  to  Morocco.  Hostilities  commenced  by  Al- 
giers. Arrival  of  Mr.  Lamb,  with  instructions,  &c. 
determine  to  send  him  to  Alg^rs.  Jonversation 
wl^  the  Portuguese  Ambassador.  Extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  Minister.  State  of  the  negotiations 
for  making  treaties  of  Alliance.  Enclosures.  From 
Bichard  O'Bryen  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Algiers 
Aug.  24th,  1785,  (411.^  Commissions  to  T.  Bar- 
clay  and  John  Lunb,  (412. )  Instructions  to  Thom- 
as Barclay,  (415.)  Heads  of  Inquiry  for  Mr.  Bar- 
clay to  Morocco,  (418.)  Supplementary  instruction 
for  Mr.  Lamb,  (420.)  Ins^rictions  to  T.  Barclay 
and  J.  Lamb.  Oct  6th,  1785,(421.)  From  T. 
Jefferson  and  J.  Adams  to  the  Emperor  of  Moroc- 
co, (423.)  From  J.  Adams  and  T.  Jefferson  to 
Count  de  Vergennes,  (425.)  From  ^e  same  to 
William  Cannicnael.  London,  Sept  12titi,  1785, 
(427.  Report  of  Jofm  Jay  on  the  preceding  letter. 
May  11, 1786,  (438.) 

From  Thomas  Jefierson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Dec. 
«4th,  1785. 442 

Letters  recdved  from*  Mr.  Jay,  to  15th  September. 
Transmits  papers  relative  to  Fortin'scase,  receipt  of 
Commodore  Jones,  &c.  The  Ambassador  of  ^e  Em- 
peror communicates  the  prospectus  of  a  mercan- 
tile establishment  at  Trieste,  for  a  commerce  with 
tiie  United  States.    Letters  to  the  Bankers  Van 
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StaphontB.  Reduction  of  the  duty  on  American 
whale  oil.  Enclosures.  Letters  or  Andrew  Limo- 
zin.  Havre  de  Grace,  October  4,  1785,  (443.) 
From  the  same.  October  11, 1785,  (444.)'  From 
M.  De  Castries  to  T.  Jefferson.  Fontainebleau, 
October  28th,  1785,  (445. )  Shares  of  prizes  made 
by  J.  P.  Jones  in  1779.  Receipted.  (446.)  From 
T.  Jefferson  to  Messrs.  Van  Staphorsts.  .Paris, 
October  12th,  1785,  (448.)  From  the  same  to  the 
same.     Paris,  October  25tfa,  1785,  (449.) 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Jan- 
uary 2nd,  1786. 451 

Several  conferences  and   letters  havine  passed  be- 
tween the  Count  De  Yergennes  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, on  commerdal  affairs,  thinks  them  sufficiently 
interesting^  to  be  communicated  to  Conj^ress,  stated 
in  the  form  of  a  report    Communicated  to  the 
Count  the  report  of  Captain  Shaw's  voyage  to  Chi- 
na.    His  reply,   and  dissatis&ction  at  the  acts  of 
some  of  the  State  legislatures,  a  hint  that  measures 
will  be  taken  to  countervail  them.     Instructions 
asked  from  Congress.     Mr.   Lamb  at  Madrid,  on 
the  way  to  Algiers.     Mr.  Barclay  on  the  point  of 
setting  out  for  Morocco,  postpones  his  journey  to 
effect  a  settlement  of  Beaumarchais*  account.    Con- 
versation with  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  on  the 
subject  of  his  return  to  America.      Enclosures. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.    On  commercial  affairs, 
(456.)    From  T.  Jefferson  to  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes.     Paris,  Aug.  15,  1785,  (457.)    On  com- 
mercial affairs.     From  Baron  Thulemeier  to  Thos. 
Jefferson.     The  Hague,   Oct   11th,  1785,  (485.) 
From  Th :  Jefferson  to  Baron  Thulemeier.     Paris, 
Oct   16th,   1785,(485.)     FromTh:  Jefferson  to 
Count  de  Vergennes.      Paris,   Oct.    11th,   1785, 
(486.)    From  Count  De  Vergennes  to  Th  .  Jeffer- 
son. Fontainebleau,  Oct  30di,  1785,  (487.)    From 
Th :  Jefferson  to    Count  de  Vergfennes.      Paris, 
Nov.  20th,  1785,  (489.)    From  Count  de  Vergen- 
nes to  Th :  Jefferson.     Versailles,  Nov.  30th,  1785. 
(490.)    From  Th:  Jefferson  to  Count  de  Vergen- 
nes.    Dec.  2,   1785,  (491.)    Extract  of  a  letter 
from  M.  de  Calonne  to  La  Fayette.     Paris,  Nov, 
17th,  1785,  (492.)  List  of  duties  payable  on  whale 
oils,   (493.)    Answers  to  certain  queries  desired, 
(494.) 

From   Th:  Jefferson  to  John   Jay.     Paris,   Jan. 
27th,  1786. 496 

Departure  of  Mr.  Barclay  for  Morocco.  Conversa- 
tion with  the  Imperial  Ambassador,  relative  to  ne- 
gotiations for  a  commercial  trea^.      Reflections 
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upon  the  non^oinpliance  of  nalionB  poMesang 
Aiiierican«terntoxy,  with  regpffd  to  the  fbriiiatioii  of 
treaties.  Monneur  Dumas,  his  lemces  at  the 
Hague.  Inquii^  made  br  the  Mmister  of  Geneva, 
msr  Mr.  Gailatm.  Enclosures.  From  Count  de 
Verf^fennesto  Th  :  Jefferson.  Versailles,  Jan.  18th 
1785,  (500.)  Relative  to  Hon.  Dumas.  Inquiry 
r^thre  to  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin,  (501.) 

From  John  Jay  to  Th :  Jefl^rson.     May  5,  1786. 

Letters  received  to  the  27th  Jan.,  various  papers  en- 
closed. Until  the  present  week  Congress  not  com- 
posed of  nine  States  since  last  fidl,  but  for  three  or 
tour  days. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    New  York,  May 

lOtb,  1786. 

Letter  of  introdoctioii  in  &vor  of  Doctor  Samuel 
Wales. 
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BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FBOM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  JOHN  JAT. 


Paasy,  September  10,  1783. 


Sir, 


I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  very  respectable  person 
in  America,  cootaining  the  following  words,  viz. 

"  It  is  confidently,  reported,  propagated,  and  believed  by 
some  amcnag  us,  that  the  Court  of  France  was  at  the  bot- 
tom against  our  obtaining  the  fishery  and  territory  in  that 
great  extent,  in  which  both  are  secured  to  us  by  the 
treaty ;  that  our  Minbter  at  that  Court  fiivored,  or  did  not 
oppose  this  design  against  us,  and  that  it  was  entirely  owmg 
to  the  firmness,  sagacity,  and  disinterestedness  of  Mr. 
Adams,  with  whom  Mr.  Jay  united,  that  we  have  obtained 
these  important  advantages. " 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  dispute  any  share  of  the  honor 
erf  that  treaty,  which  the  firiends  of  my  colleagues  may  be 
dispoeei  to  give  them,  but  having  now  spent  fifty  years  of 
my  life  in  public  offices  and  trusts,  and  havmg  stili  one 
ambition  left,  that  of  carrying  the  character  of  fidelity  at 
least  to  the  grave  with  me,  I  oaniiot  allow  drnt  I  was 
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behind  any  of  them  in  zeal  and  fiiithfuhiess.  I  therefore 
think,  that  I  ought  not  to  suffer  an  accusation,  which  falls 
little  short  of  treason  to  my  country,  to  pass  without  notice, 
when  the  means  of  effectual  vindication  are  at  hand. 
You,  sir,  were  a  witness  of  my  conduct  in  that  affidr.  To 
you  and  my  other  colleagues  I  appeal,  by  sendmg  to  each 
a  similar  letter  with  this  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  your 
readiness  to  do  a  brother  Commissioner  justice,  by  cer- 
tificates, that  will  entirely  destroy  the  effect  of  that  accu- 
sation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Paasy,  September  11,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
will  answer  it  explicitly.  I  have  no  reason  whatever  to 
believe,  that  you  were  averse  to  our  obtainmg  the  full  ex- 
tent of  boundary  and  fishery  secured  to  us  by  the  treaty. 
Your  conduct  respectbg  them  throughout  the  negotia- 
tion mdicated  a  strong,  a  steady  attachment  to  both  those 
objects,  and  in  my  opinion  promoted  the  attainment  of 
them. 

I  remember,  that  in  a  conversation,  which  M.  de  Ray- 
neval,  the  first  Secretary  of  Count  de  Vergennes,  had 
with  you  and  me,  m  the  summer  of  1782,  you  contended 
for  our  fiill  right  to  the  fishery,  and  argued  it  on  various 
principles. 

Your  letters  to  me,  when  in  Spain,  considered  our  ter- 
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ritory  as  extending  to  the  Misassippi,  and  expressed  your 
opinion  against  ceding  the  navigation  of  that  river,  in  very 
strong  and  pointed  terms. 

In  short,  Sir,  I  do  not  recollect  the  least  difference  in 
sentiments  between  us,  respecting  the  boundaries  or  fishe- 
ries. On  the  contrary,  we  were  unanimous  and  united 
in  adhering  to,  and  insistmg  on  them.  Nor  did  I  per- 
ceive the  least  disposition  in  either  of  us  to  recede 
fipom  our  claims,  to  be  satisfied  with  less  than  we  ob- 
/tained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

JOHN  JAY. 


TROM   JOHN  ADAMS  TO    BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Paris,  September  13,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  lOth  of  this  month,  in  which  you  say 
you  have  received  a  letter  from  a  very  respectable  person 
in  America,  containing  the  following  words,  viz.  ''  It  is 
confidently  reported,  propagated,  and  believed  by  some 
among  us,  that  the  Court  of  France  was  at  the  bottom 
against  our  obtaining  the  fishery  and  territory  in  that  great 
extent,  in  which  both  are  secured  to  us  by  the  treaty  ;  that 
our  Minister  at  that  Court  favored,  or  did  not  oppose  this 
design  against  us,  and  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
firmness,  sagacity,  and  disinterestedness  of  Mr.  Adams, 
with  whom  Mr.  Jay  united,  that  we  have  obtained  those 
important  advantages." 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything  upon  this  sub- 
ject, more  than  to  quote  the  words  which  I  wrote  in  the 
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evening  of  the  30th  of  November,  1783,  and  which  have 
been  received  and  read  in  Congress,  viz ;  ^' As  soon  as  I 
arrived  in  Paris,  I  waited  on  Mr.  Jay,  and  learned  from 
him  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  negotiation .  Nothing  that 
has  happened,  since  the  beginning  of  the  controversy;  in 
1761,  has  ever  struck  me  more  forcibly  or  affected  me 
more  intimately,  than  that  entire  coincidence  of  principles 
and  opmion  between  him  and  me.  In  about  three  days 
I  went  out  to  Passy ,  and  spent  the  evening  with  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, and  entered  largely  into  conversation  with  him  upon 
the  course  and  present  state  of  our  foreign  A^rs.  I  told 
him  my  opinion  without  reserve  of  the  policy  of  this 
Court,  and  of  the  principles,  wisdom,  and  firmness  with 
which  Mr.  Jay  had  conducted  the  negotiation  in  his  sick- 
ness and  my  absence,  and  that  I  was  determined  to  sup- 
port Mr.  Jay  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  in  pursuit  of  the 
same  system.  The  Doctor  heard  me  patiently  and  said 
nothing." 

"  The  first  conference  we  had  afterwards  with  Mr.  Os- 
wald in  considering  one  point  and  another.  Dr.  Franklin 
turned  to  Mr.  Jay  and  said,  'I  am  of  your  opimon,  and 
will  go  on  with  these  gentlemen  without  consulting  this 
Court.'  He  has  accordingly  met  us  in  most  of  our  con- 
ferences, and  has  gone  on  with  us  in  entire  harmony  and 
unanimity  throughout,  and  has  been  able  and  usefiil,  both 
by  his  sagacity  and  reputation,  in  the  whole  negotiation*"* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


*For  further  information  on  this  subject,  and  particularly  for  an 
account  of  the  part  taken  by  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  negotiation  bejfore 
he  wmt  joined  by  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  A6am%  lee  the  Ntwth  American 
Beviewfor  jADiOfryi  1830»  p.  15  et  «eqq. 
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rROM    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN  TO  THE  PRESIDENT   OF    CON- 
GRESS. 

Patty,  September  13,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  reoeived  a  few  days  since,  the  private  letter  your  Ex- 
celleix^y  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  of  the  13th  of 
June.  I  regret  with  you  the  resignation  of  the  late  Se- 
cretary. Your  present  cares  are  increased  by  it,  and  it 
will  be  difficult  to  find  a  successor  of  equal  abilities. 

We  found  no  difficulty  in  decyphering  the  resolution  of 
Congress.  The  Commissioners  have  taken  no  notice  of 
it  in  our  public  letter. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  both  the  device  and  woriunan- 
ship  of  the  medal  are  approved  with  you,  as  they  have 
the  good  fortune  to  be  by  the  best  judges  on  this  side  of 
the  water.  It  has  been  esteemed  a  well-timed,  as  well 
as  a  well-merited  compliment  here,  and  has  its  good 
efiects.  Since  the  two  first,  which  you  mention  as  re- 
ceived, I  have  sent  by  difierent  opportunities  so  many,  as 
that  every  member  of  Congress  might  have  one.  I  hope 
they  are  come  to  hand  by  this  time. 

I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston  by  Mr.  Barney, 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  enclosing  a  copy. 

We  had,  before  signing  the  definitive  treaty,  received 
the  ratification  of  the  preliminary  articles  by  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  exchanged  with  us  by  Mr.  Hartley  for  that  of 
the  Congress.  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  first  and 
last  clauses. 

In  a  former  letter  I  mentioned  the  volunteer  proceed- 
ings of  a  merchant  at  Alicant,  towards  obtaining  a  treaty 
between  us  and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.      We  have 


S  BENJAION   FRANKUM. 

since  received  a  letter  from  a  person  who  says,  as  you 
will  see  by  the  copy  enclosed,  that  he  is  sent  by  the  Em- 
peror to  be  the  bearer  of  his  answer  to  the  United  States, 
and  that  he  is  arrived  in  Spain  on  his  way  to  Paris.  He 
has  not  yet  appeared  here,  and  we  hardly  know  what  an- 
swer to  give  him.  I  hope  the  sending  a  Mmister  to  that 
Court,  as  recommended  in  my  last,  has  been  taken  into 
consideration,  or  at  least  that  some  instructions  respecting 
that  nation  have  been  sent  to  your  Minister  in  Spain,  who 
is  better  situated  than  we  are  for  such  a  negotiation* 

The  Minister  from  Denmark  often  speaks  to  me  about 
the  proposed  treaty,  of  which  a  copy  went  by  Mr.  Bar- 
ney. No  commission  to  sign  it,  nor  any  instructions  from 
Congress  relating  to  it,  are  yet  received;  and  though 
pressed,  I  have  not  ventured  to  do  any  thing  further  in 
the  afiair. 

I  forward  herewith  a  letter  to  the  Congress  from  the 
city  of  Hamburg.  I  understand  that  a  good  disposition 
towards  us  prevaik  there,  which  it  may  be  well  to  en- 
courage. 

No  answer  has  yet  been  given  me  from  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  respecting  the  plan  of  a  treaty  concerted  be- 
tween its  Ambassador  here  and  me.  He  has  been  unwell 
and  much  in  the  country,  so  that  I  have  not  seen  him 
lately.  I  suspect  that  the  false  or  exaggerated  reports  of 
the  distracted  situation  of  our  Government,  industriously 
propagated  throughout  Europe  by  our  enemies,  have 
made  an  impression  in  that  kingdom  to  our  disadvantage, 
and  inclined  them  to  hesitate  in  forming  a  connexion  with 
us.  Questions  asked  me,  and  observations  made  by  sev- 
eral of  the  foreign  Ministers  here,  convince  me  that  the 
idle  stories  of  our  disunion,  contempt  of  authority,  refusal 
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to  pay  taxes,  &c.  have  been  too  much  credited,  and  been 
very  injurious  to  our  reputation. 

I  sent  before  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  wrote  to  the  Grand 
Master  of  Malta,  with  a  present  of  our  medal.  With 
this  you  will  have  a  copy  of  his  answer.  I  send  also  a 
copy  of  a  note  I  received  from  the  Pope's  Nuncio.  He 
is  very  civil  on  all  occasions,  and  has  mentioned  the  pos- 
sibility of  an  advantageous  trade  America  might  have 
with  the  Ecclesiastical  State,  which  he  says  has  two  good 
ports,  Civita  Vecchia,  and . 

This  Court  continues  favorable  to  us.  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  was  resolute  in  refiising  to  sign  the  definitive 
treaty  with  England  before  ours  was  signed.  The  Eng- 
lish Ministers  were  offended,  but  complied.  I  am  con- 
idnced  that  Court  will  never  cease  endeavoring  to  disunite 
us.  We  shall,  1  hope,  be  constantly  on  our  guard  against 
those  machinations,  for  our  safety  consists  in  a  steady  ad- 
herence to  our  friends,  and  our  reputation  in  a  faithful 
regard  to  treaties,  and  in  a  grateful  conduct  towards  our 
benefactors. 

I  send  herewith  sundry  memorials  recommended  to 
my  care  by  Count  de  Vergennes,  viz.  one  respecting  a 
claim  of  Messieurs  Fosters,  of  Bordeaux,  one  of  M. 
Pequet,  and  one  of  M.  Bayard.  The  Congress  will 
take  such  notice  of  them  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

With  great  esteem,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
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FROM    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN    TO    LEWIS    R.  MORRIS.* 


Pasgy,  September  14,  178S. 


Sir, 


I  received  by  the  Washington,  the  bills  and  accounts 
mentioned  in  yours  of  the  5th  June,  and  shall  soon  send 
you  an  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  money. 
My  account  as  stated  by  you  appears  to  be  correct. 
With  much  esteem,  inc. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FROM    DAVID    HARTLEY   TO    BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN. 

Bath,  September  24,  1783. 

My  Dear  Friend, 
I  am  at  present  at  Bath,  with  ray  dearest  sister,  whom 
I  have  found  as  well  as  I  could  have  expected,  and  I 
hope  with  reasonable  prospect  of  recovery  in  time.  I 
have  seen  my  friends  in  the  ministry,  and  hope  things 
will  go  on  well ;  with  them  I  am  sure  all  is  right  and 
firm.  The  chief  part  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers  are  out 
of  town,  but  there  will  be  a  full  cabinet  held  in  a  few 
dajrs,  in  which  a  specific  proposition,  in  the  nature  of  a 
temporary  convention,  will  be  given  in  instructions  to 
me.  I  imagine  nearly  upon  the  ground  of  ray  raeraorial 
of  ftlay  19th,  1783,  which  I  delivered  to  the  American 
Ministers,  viz :  "  American  ships  not  to  bring  foreign 
manufactures  into  Great  Britain,  nor  to  trade  directly 


•  Mr.   Morns  was  a  Secretaiy  in  the   Department  of  Foreign 
affairs. 
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between  the  British  West  Indies  and  Great  Britain ;''  all 
the  rest  to  be  as  before  the  war.  I  expect  that  something 
to  this  effect  will  be  their  determination  in  th^  affiiir,  and 
if  it  should  be  so,  I  shall  hope  not  to  meet  with  difficulty 
on  your  parts.  I  want  to  see  some  specific  beginning. 
As  to  any  further  proposition  respecting  the  trade  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  British  West  Indies,  I  doubt 
whether  any  such  can  be  discussed  before  the  meetmg  of 
Parliament.  I  wish  to  look  forward  not  only  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  peace  between  our  two  countries,  but  to  the 
improvement  of  reconciliation  into  alliance,  and  therefore 
I  wish  the  two  parties  to  be  disposed  to  accommodate 
each  other,  without  the  strict  accounts  by  weights  and 
scales,  as  between  aliens  and  strangers,  actuated  towards 
each  other  by  no  other  principle  than  cold  and  equalizing 
indifference.  Friendly  dispositions  presumed  have  their 
fairest  chance  of  being  realized,  but  if  we  should  set  out 
presuming  against  them,  the  good  which  might  have  hap- 
pened may  be  prevented.  Pray  remember  me  to  your 
three  colleagues,  and  to  all  fi*iends. 

Yours  ever,  most  affectionately, 

D.  HARTLEY. 
P.  S.    I  have  put  in  a  word  for  our  Quaker  article, 
and  I  hope  with  some  impression. 


FBOM   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN  TO  THE    PRESIDENT    OF 

CONGRESS. 

Paasy,  September  27,  1783. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Thaxter,  late  Secretary  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  is 
charged  with  all  our  despatches,  that  were  intended  to  go 
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by  the  French  packet  boat,  writes  from  L'Orient,  that 
though  he  arrived  there  two  days  before  the  time  appoint- 
ed for  her  sailing,  he  mbsed  reaching  her  by  four  hours  ; 
but  another  light  vessel  was  fitting,  and  would  sail  the 
21st  instant,  in  which  he  hoped  to  arrive  at  New  York, 
nearly  as  soon  as  the  packet.  We  shall  send  duplicates 
by  the  next  from  hence. 

In  the  meantime  I  enclose  a  printed  copy  of  the  Defini- 
tive Treaty,  which  I  hear  is  ratified.  Indeed  we  have 
the  ratification  of  the  preliminaries. 

Mr.  Hartley,  when  he  left  us,  expected  to  return  in 
three  weeks,  in  order  to  proceed  with  us  in  formmg  a 
treaty  of  commerce.  The  new  commission,  that  was  in- 
tended for  us,  is  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,.bc. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM    BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  DAVID  HARTLEY. 

Passy,  October  16,  1783. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

I  have  nothing  material  to  write  to  you  respecting  pub- 
lic affairs,  but  I  cannot  let  Mr.  Adams,  who  will  see  you, 
go  without  a  line  to  inquire  after  your  welfare,  to  inform 
you  of  mine,  and  assure  you  of  my  constant  respect  and 
attachment. 

I  think  with  you,  that  your  Quaker  article  is  a  good  one 
and  that  men  will  in  time  have  sense  enough  to  adopt  it; 
but  I  fear  that  time  is  not  yet  come. 

What  would  you  think  of  a  proposition,  if  I  should  make 
it,  of  a  compact  between  Elngland,  France,  and  America? 
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America  would  be  as  happy  as  the  Sabine  girls,  if  she 
could  be  the  means  o(  uniting  in  perpetual  peace  her  &ther 
and  her  husband.  What  repeated  follies  are  those  re- 
peated wars!  You  do  not  want  to  conquer  and  goyera 
one  another.  Why  then  should  you  be  continually  em- 
ployed in  injuring  and  destroying  one  another?  How 
many  excellent  things  might  have  been  done  to  promote 
the  internal  welfare  of  each  country;  what  bridges,  roads, 
canals,  and  other  usefiil  public  works  and  institutions,  tend- 
ing to  the  common  felicity,  might  have  been  made  and 
established  with  the  money  and  men  foolishly  spent,  during 
the  last  seven  centuries  by  our  mad  wars  in  doing  one 
another  mischief!  You  are  near  neighbors  and  each  have 
very  respectable  qualities.  Learn  to  be  qui^t  and  to  re- 
spect each  other's  rights.  You  are  all  christians.  One  is 
Tftc  Most  Christian  ISngf  and  the  other  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  Manifest  the  propriety  of  these  titles  by  your 
future  conduct.  "By  this,"  says  Christ,  "shall  all  men 
know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love  one  another." 
Seek  peace,  and  ensure  it. 

Adieu,  yours,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKUN. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  DAVID  HARTLEY. 

Paasy,  October  22,  1783. 

I  received  my  dear  friend's  kind  letter  of  the  4th  in- 
stant from  Bath,  with  your  proposed  temporary  conven- 
tion, which  you  desire  me  to  show  to  my  colleagues. 
They  are  both  by  this  time  in  London,  where  you  will 
undoubtedly  see  and  converse  with  them  on  the  subject. 
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The  apprehension  you  mention,  that  the  cement  of  the 
confederation  may  be  annihilated,  be.  has  not,  I  think, 
any  foundation.  There  is  sense  enough  in  America  to  take 
care  of  their  own  china  vase.  I  see  much  in  your  papers 
about  our  divisions  and  distractions,  but  I  hear  little  of 
them  from  America ;  and  I  know  that  most  of  the  letters 
said  to  come  from  there  with  such  accounts,  are  mere 
London  fictions.  I  will  consider  attentively  the  proposi- 
tion abovementioned,  against  the  return  of  my  colleagues, 
when  I  hope  our  commission  will  have  arrived. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  your  dear  sister's  recovery  ad- 
vances, and  that  your  brother  is  well.  Please  to  present 
my  afiectionate  respects  to  them,  and  believe  me  ever 
yours,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


GIACOHO    FRANCISCO    CROCCO    TO   B.    FRANKl^IN. 

Cadiz,  November  25,  1783. 

Sir, 
On  the  15th  of  July  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  acquaint 
your  Excellency  of  my  anival  in  Europe,  and  that  I  was 
appointed  by  his  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
bearer  of  the  answer  to  the  Congress,  Sovereign  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States  of  North  America,  and  that  ac- 
cording to  my  instructions,  I  was  to  meet  at  Paris  the 
Ambassador,  that  would  be  appointed  by  Congress,  to 
sign  at  the  Court  of  Morocco,  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
commerce,  agreeably  to  the  proposals  made  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  by  Robert  Montgomery,  in  his  letter  dated  at 
Alicant,  the  4th  of  January,  1783.     Since  I  have  been 


mm 
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at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  where  I  had  some  commissiQns 
from  the  Emperor,  and  to  see  the  execution  of  them,  I 
came  to  this  place,  from  whence  I  intend  to  embark  b 
three  or  four  months  for  Barbary,  unless  m  the  meantime 
I  should  receive  an  answer  from  your  Excellency,  with 
orders,  that  Mr.  Richard  Harrison  should  give  me,  for 
my  travelling  charges,  fifteen  hundred  hard  dollars,  al- 
though the  Courts  of  Europe  are  accustomed  to  allow  the 
Minister  of  my  master  at  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  sterling 
per  day,  while  they  are  in  Europe,  to  defiay  their  ex- 
penses, besides  presents  for  their  good  offices  in  those 
important  a^irs. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  at  my  so- 
licitation to  agree  at  the  request  of  Congress,  to  grant 
them  a  treaty  of  peace,  (which  other  powers  of  Europe 
could  not  obtain  but  after  many  years,)  and  my  return, 
without  the  fiill  execution  of  his  commands,  I  apprehend 
may  forever  indispose  him  against  the  United  Provinces. 
I  remain  most  truly,  sir,  &c. 
GIACOMO  FRANCISCO  CROCCO. 


FROM   B.   FRANKLIN   TO   GIACOMO   FRANCISCO   CROCCO. 

Passy,  December  15,  1783, 
Sir, 
I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
writing  to  me  the  25th  past.  I  did  indeed  receive  your 
former  letter  of  July,  but  being  totally  a  stranger  to  the 
mentioned  proceedings  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  having 
no  orders  from  Congress  on  the  subject,  I  knew  not  how 
to  give  you  any  satisfactory  answer,  till  I  should  receive 
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further  information ;  and  I  communicated  your  letter  to 
Bfr.  Jay,  Minister  of  the  United  States  for  Spam,  in 
whose  district  Mr.  Montgomery  is,  and  who  b  more  at 
hand  than  I  am  for  commencing  that  negotiation. 

Mr.  Jay,  who  is  at  present  m  England,  has  possibly 
written  to  you,  though  his  letter  may  have  miscarried,  to 
acquaint  you,  that  Mr.  Montgomery  had  probably  no 
authority  from  Congress  to  take  the  step  he  has  done,  and 
that  it  was  not  likely  that  they,  desiring  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Emperor,  would  think  of  puttmg  his  Majesty  to 
the  trouble  of  sending  a  person  to  Paris  to  receive  and 
conduct  their  Minister,  since  they  have  ships,  and  could 

I 

easily  land  him  at  Cadiz,  or  present  him  at  one  of  the 
Emperor's  ports.  We  have,  however,  written  to  Coq- 
gress  acquainting  them  with  what  we  had  been  informed, 
of  the  good  and  favorable  disposition  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty, to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
the  United  States,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  that,  as  soon 
as  their  afiairs  are  a  little  settled,  which,  by  so  severe  a 
war  carried  on  in  the  bowels  of  their  country,  by  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  have  necessarily 
been  much  deranged,  they  will  readily  manifest  equally 
good  dispositions,  and  take  all  the  proper  steps  to  culti- 
vate and  secure  the  friendship  of  a  monarch,  whose  char- 
acter I  know  they  have  long  esteemed  and  respected. 

I  am,  sir,  be. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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FROM   BENJAMIN   FRANIXIN   TO   WILLIAM     CARMICHAXL. 

Pasfy,  December  15,  1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  am  much  concerned  to  find  by  your  letter  to  my 
grandson,  that  you  are  hurt  by  my  long  silence,  and  that 
you  ascribe  it  to  a  supposed  dimmution  of  my  friendship. 
Believe  me,  that  is  by  no  means  the  case,  but  I  am  too 
much  harrassed  by  a  variety  of  correspondence,  together 
with  gout  and  gravel,  which  induce  me  to  postpone  doii^ 
what  I  often  fully  intend  to  do,  and  particularly  writing, 
where  the  urgent  necessity  of  business  does  not  seem  to 
require  its  bemg  done  immediately,  my  sitting  too  much 
at  the  desk  having  already  almost  killed  me,  besides, 
since  Mr.  Jay's  residence  here,  I  imagined  he  might  keep 
you  fiilly  informed  of  what  was  material  for  you  to  know, 
and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my  constant  and  sincere 
esteem  and  affection. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  been  informed,  that  a 
Mr.  Montgomery,  who  Uves  at  Alicant,  took  upon  him- 
self, (for  I  think  he  had  no  authority,)  to  make  over- 
tures last  winter  in  behalf  of  our  States,  towards  a  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  In  consequence  of  his 
proceedings,  I  received  a  letter  in  August,  from  a  person 
who  acquainted  me,  that  he  was  arrived  in  Spain  by  the 
Emperor's  order,  and  was  to  come  to  Paris,  there  to  re- 
ceive and  conduct  to  Morocco,  the  Minister  of  Congress, 
appointed  to  make  that  treaty,  intimating  at  the  same 
time  an  expectation  of  money  to  defray  his  expenses.  I 
communicated  the  letter  to  Mr.  Jay.  The  conduct  of 
Mr.  Montgomery  appeared  to  us  very  extraordinary  and 
irregular,  and  the  idea  of  a  messenger  from  Morocco 
Vol.  II.- 
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coming  to  Paris,  to  meet  and  couduct  a  Mmister  of  Con- 
gress, appearing  absurd  and  extravagant,  as  well  as  the 
demand  of  money  by  a  person  unknown.  I  made  no  an- 
swer to  the  letter,  and  I  know  not  whether  Mr.  Jay 
made  any  to  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  wrote  about  the 
same  time.  But  I  have  lately  received  another  letter 
from  the  same  person,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  to«> 
gether  with  my  answer,  open  for  your  perusal,  and  it  ift 
submitted  to  your  discretion  whether  to  forward  it  or  not. 
The  Mr.  Crocco  who  writes  to  me,  havmg  been,  as  he 
sajrs,  at  Madrid,  you  possibly  may  know  more  of  hira 
than  I  can,  and  judge  whether  he  is  really  a  person  in 
credit  with  the  Emperor,  and  sent  as  he  pretends  to  be,  or 
not  rather  an  Eecroe^  as  the  French  call  cheats  and  im^ 
postors. 

I  would  not  be  wanting  in  any  thing  proper  for  me  to 
do,  towards  keeping  that  Prince  in  good  humor  with  us, 
till  the  pleasure  of  Congress  is  known,  and  therefore 
would  answer  Mr.  Crocco  if  he  be  b  his  employ ;  but  am 
loth  to  commit  myself  in  correspondence  with  a  Fripm, 
it  will  be  strange  if,  being  at  Madrid,  he  did  not  address 
himself  to  yoa. 

With  great  and  unalterable  regard,  I  am  ever,  my  dear 
friend,  yours  most  afiection^tely, 

B.  FRANKUN. 


VROH   BENJAMIN    FRAHKUN   TO    ROBBBT   MORRIS. 

Painy,  DdcemiMras^  1798. 
Sir, 
The  remissness  of  our  people  in  paying  taxes  k  higb))r 
blameable,  the  unwillingness  to  pay  them  is  sttU  ovnre 
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iQ,  I  see  in  some  resdutioos  of  town  meetings,  a  re- 
monstrance against  giving  Congress  a  power  to  take,  as 
tbey  call  it,  the  peopU*$  money  out  of  their  pockets, 
though  only  tp  pay  the  interest  and  principal  of  debts 
duly  contracted.  Tbey  seem  to  mistake  the  point. 
Money  justly  due  from  the  people,  is  their  creditor'^ 
money,  and  no  longer  the  money  of  the  people,  who,  if 
they  withhold  it,  should  be  compelled  to  pay  by  some 
law.  All  property,  indeed,  except  the  savage's  tempo- 
rary oabin,  his  bow,  bis  matchuat,  and  other  little  acqui- 
sitions absolutely  necessary  for  his  subsistence,  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  creature  of  public  convention.  Hence 
the.  public  has  the  right  of  regulatmg  descents,  and  all 
other  conveyances  of  property,  and  even  of  limiting  the 
quantity  and  uses  of  it.  All  the  property  that  is  neces- 
sary to  a  man  for  the  conservation  of  the  individual,  and 
the  propagation  of  the  species,  is  his  natural  right, 
which  none  can  justly  deprive  him  of;  but  all  property 
superfluous  to  such  purposes  is  the  property  of  the  pub- 
lic, who  by  their  laws  have  created  it,  and  who  may, 
therefore,  by  other  laws,  dispose  of  it,  whenever  the 
welfare  of  the  public  shall  desire  such  disposition.  He 
that  does  not  like  civil  society  on  these  terms,  let  him 
retire  and  live  among  the  savages.  He  can  have  no 
right  to  the  benefits  of  society,  who  will  not  pay  his  club 
towards  the  support  of  it. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  loves  to  be  employ- 
ed 19  our  affairs,  and  is  often  very  useful,  has  lately  had 
seveml  conversations  with  the  Ministers  and  persons  con- 
cerned in  forming  new  regulations,  respecting  the  com- 
merce between  our  two  countries,  which  are  not  yet 
concluded.     I  t^ugbt  it  therefore  well  to  communiqate 
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to  him  a  copy  of  your  letter,  which  contains  so  many 
sensible  and  just  observations  on  that  subject.  He  will 
make  a  proper  use  of  them,  and  perhaps  they  may  have 
more  weight,  as  appearing  to  come  from  a  Frenchman, 
than  they  would  have  if  it  were  known,  that  they  were 
the  observations  of  an  American.  I  perfectly  agree  with 
you  in  all  the  sentiments  you  have  expressed  on  this 
occasion. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  public's  sake,  that  you  are  about  to 
quit  your  office,  but  on  personal  considerations,  I  shall 
congratulate  you  ;  for  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  hap- 
py man,  than  he,  who  having  been  long  loaded  with 
public  cares,  finds  himself  relieved  fix)m  them,  and  en- 
joying private  repose,  in  the  bosom  of  his  fiiends  and 
family. 

With  sincere  regard,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKUN. 


TROM   BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN   TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF 

CONGRESS. 

Pajsy,  December  26, 1783. 
Sir, 
If  the  Congress  should  think  it  fit  to  have  a  Consul 
for  the  United  States  m  London,  and  do  not  appoint  one 
of  our  own  countrymen  to  that  office,  I  beg  leave  to 
mention  the  merits  of  Mr.  William  Hodgson,  a  mer- 
chant of  that  city,  who  has  always  been  a  zealous  firiend 
of  America,  was  a  principal  promoter  of  the  subscrip- 
tion for  the  relief  of  American  priscmers,  and  chairman 
of  the  committee  for  dispensing  the  money  raised  by 
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that  subscription.  He  also  took  the  trouble  of  applying 
the  moneys  I  furnished  him  with,  when  the  subscription 
was  exhausted,  and  constantly  assisted  me  in  all  the  ne- 
gotiations I  had  with  the  British  Ministers,  m  their  favor, 
wherein  he  generally  succeeded,  "being  a  man  of  weight 
and  credit,  very  active,  and  much  esteemed  for  his  pro- 
bity and  integrity.  These  his  services,  continued  steadi- 
ly during  the  whole  war,  seem  to  entitle  him  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  Congress,  when  any  occasion  offers  of  doing 
him  service  or  pleasure. 
Wkh  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

B.  FRANKUN. 


FROM  DAVID  HARTLEY  TO  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN. 

London,  March  3,  1784. 

My  Dear  Friend, 
Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  the  enclosed  to  Mr. 
Jay  ?  I  am  sorry  that  we  are  going  to  lose  him  from  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  If  your  American  ratification  should 
arrive  speedily,  I  might  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing him  again  before  his  departure.  As  soon  as  I  hear 
from  you  of  the  arrival  of  your  ratification,  I  will  imme- 
diately apply  for  the  despatch  of  the  British  ratification. 
I  wish  very  much  to  have  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with 
you  again.  In  hopes  that  that  time  may  come  soon,  I 
have  nothing  further  to  say  at  present.  Believe  me 
always  to  be,  what  you  have  always  known  me  to  have 
been,  a  firiend  of  general  philanthropy,  and  particularly 
your  ever  most  affectionate, 

D.  HARTLEY. 
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VBOM  BENJAMIN  FBANKJL.IN   TO  CHARLES  THOMPSON. 

Patty,  Ifftfch  9,  ir84w 

Sir, 

I  received  a  few  days  since  a  letter  from  AnnapoUs, 
dated  June  the  5tfa,  in  your  hand  writmg,  but  not  signed, 
acquainting  the  Commissioners  with  the  causes  of  delay, 
in  sending  the  ratification  of  the  Definitive  Treaty.  The 
term  was  expired  before  that  letter  came  to  hand,  but  I 
hope  no  difficulty  will  arise  from  a  failure  in  a  point  not 
essential,  and  which  was  occasioned  by  accidents.  I  have 
just  received  firom  Mr.  Hartley,  a  letter  on  the  subject, 
of  which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

We  have  had  a  terrible  winter,  too,  here,  such  as  the 
oldest  men  do  not  remember,  and  indeed  it  has  been  very 
severe  all  over  Europe. 

I  have  exchanged  ratifications  with  the  Ambassador 
of  Sweden,  and  enclose  a  copy  of  that  I  received  from 
hin. 

Mr.  Jay  is  lately  returned  from  England.  Mr.  Laurens 
is  still  there,  but  proposes  departing  for  America  next 
month,  as  does  also  Mr.  Jay,  with  his  family.  Mr.  Adams 
is  in  Holland,  where  he  has  been  detained  by  business 
and  bad  weather.  These  absences  have  occasioned 
some  delays  in  our  business,  but  not  of  much  impor* 
tance. 

The  war  long  expected  between  the  Turks  and  Rus* 
sians  is  prevented  by  a  treaty,  and  it  is  thought  an  aco<Hn<- 
modation  will  likewise  take  place  between  them  and  the 
Emperor.  Every  thing  here  continues  firiendly  and  favor- 
able  to  the  United  States.  I  am  pestered  continually 
with  ftumbeis  of  letters  fix)m  people  b  different  parts  of 
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Europe,  who  would  go  to  settle  in  America,  but  who 
knanifest  vety  extravagant  expectations,  such  as  I  cUn  by 
no  means  encourage,  and  who  appear  otherwise  to  be  very 
improper  persons.  To  save  myself  trouble,  I  have  just 
printed  some  copies  of  the  enclosed  little  piece,  which  I 
purpose  to  send  hereafter  in  answer  to  such  letters. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiAil  respects  to  CongresSi 
and  believe  me  to  be,  with  sincere  esteem,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


VIIOM  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN   AND   JOHN   JAT   TO   THE 
PHB8IBBNT   Of    CONGRESS. 

Vnsgj,  April  16,  1784. 

JMr, 
We  duly  received  the  letters  your  Excellency  did  us 
the  honor  df  writing  to  us  the  14th  of  January,  by  Colo- 
nel Haitn»'and  Lieut.  Col.  David  Franks,  with  the  rati- 
fication of  the  definitive  treaty,  the  proclamation,  and  the 
recommendatory  resolves  of  Congress.  On  the  arrival 
of  Col.  Harmar,  we  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Hartley, 
acquainCiiig  him  that  we  were  now  ready  to  exchange  with 
him ;  sending  him  at  the  same  time  copies  of  the  pro- 
claoiation  and  resolutions.  We  have  this  day  received 
fix)m  him  the  enclosed  answer,  and  we  expect  he  will  soon 
be  here,  and  pat,  with  us,  the  Aiisbing  hand  to  this  im- 
fKNTttntbusineBs. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  to  be,  fee. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM   D.    HARTLEY   TO   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN   AND   JOHN 

JAT. 

April  9,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  dated  March 
21,  1784,  with  the  enclosures,  which  I  have  communi- 
cated to  his  Majesty's  Mmisters.  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  the  ratification  on  our  part  is  now  making 
out;  and  that  I  have  received  orders  to  prepare  for  the 
exchange  at  Paris,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Before  my  departure,  I  shall  propose  such  general 
sentiments  for  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, as  have  occurred  to  me  in  our  former  negotiations ; 
my  utmost  wish  at  all  times  being  to  give  every  possible 
assistance  in  my  power,  to  effect  a  cordial  and  conciliatory 
intercourse  and  connexion  between  our  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

D.  HARTLEY. 


FROM  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN    TO  THE  PRESIDENT   OF 

CONGRESS. 

Parii,  Uky  13, 1784. 

Sir, 
In  my  last  I  acquainted  your  ExceUency  that  Mr. 
Hartley  was  soon  expected  here  to  exchange  ratifications 
of  the  Definitive  Treaty.  He  is  now  arrived  and  propo- 
ses to  make  the  exchange  this  afternoon.  I  shall  then  be 
enabled  to  send  a  copy.  EInclosed  is  the  new  British 
proclamation  respecting  our  trade  with  their  Colonies.    It 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRKSPONDENCfi.  25 

is  said  to  be  a  temporary  provision  till  Parliament  can  as- 
semble and  make  some  proper  regulating  law,  or  tiU  a 
commercial  treaty  shall  be  framed  and  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Hartley  expects  instructions  for  planning  with  us  such  a 
treaty.  The  Ministry  aro  supposed  to  have  been  too 
busy  with  the  new  elections,  when  he  left  London  to 
think  of  those  matters. 

This  Court  has  not  completed  its  intended  new  system 
for  the  trade  of  their  Colonies,  so  that  I  cannot  give  a 
certam  account  of  the  advantages  that  will  in  fine  be  allow- 
ed us.  At  present  it  is  said  we  are  to  have  two  firee  ports, 
Tobago  and  the  Mole,  and  that  we  may  carry  lumber  and 
all  sorts  of  provisions  to  the  rest,  except  flour,  which  is 
reserved  in  favor  of  Bordeaux,  and  that  we  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  export  cofiee,  rum,  molasses  and  some  sugar, 
for  our  own  consumption. 

We  have  had  under  consideration  a  commercial  treaty 
proposed  to  us  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  have  sent  it 
back  with  our  remarks  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  will  I  suppose 
transmit  it  immediately  to  Congress;  those  planned  with 
Denmark  and  Portugal  wait  its  determination. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the  Con- 
gress, and  believe  me  to  be  be,  with  sincere  and  great  es- 
teem, sir,  be. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

May  IZth.  I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  ratification 
of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty. 


Vol.  II. 
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FROM    OAVIO    HAETLET   TO   BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN. 

Paris,  June  1,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  transmitted 
to  London  the  ratification  on  the  part  of  Congress  of  the 
Definitive  Treaty  of  peace,  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  I  am  ordered  to  represent 
to  you,  that  a  want  of  form  appears  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  that  instrument,  wherein  the  United  States  are  men- 
tioned before  his  Majesty,  contrary  to  the  established  cus- 
tom in  every  treaty,  in  which  a  crowned  head  and  a  re- 
public are  parties.  It  is  likewise  to  be  observed,  that  the 
term  definitive  articles  is  used  instead  of  definitive  treaty, 
and  the  conclusion  appears  likewise  deficient,  as  it  is 
neither  signed  by  the  President,  nor  is  it  dated,  and  con- 
sequently, is  wanting  in  some  of  the  most  essential  points 
of  form  necessary  towards  authenticating  the  validity  of 
the  instrument. 

I  am  ordered  to  propose  to  you,  sir,  that  these  defects 
in  the  ratification  should  be  corrected,  which  might  very 
easily  be  done,  either  by  signing  a  declaration  in  the  name 
of  Congress  for  preventing  the  particular  mode  of  expres- 
sion, so  far  as  it  relates  to  precedency  in  the  first  para- 
graph, being  considered  as  a  precedent  to  be  adopted  on 
any  future  occasion,  or  else  by  having  a  new  copy  made 
out  in  America,  in  which  these  mistakes  should  be  cor- 
rected, and  which  might  be  done  without  any  prejucfice 
arising  to  either  of  the  parties  fix>m  the  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

DAVID  HARTLEY. 
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FBOM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO    DAVID  HARTLST. 

PtMy,  Jane  3,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  considered  the  observations  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  conununicating  to  me,  concerning  certam  hmc- 
cnracies  of  expression,  and  supposed  defects  of  formality, 
in  the  mstrument  of  ratifeation,  some  of  which  are  said 
to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affect  the  validity  of  the 
instrument. 

The  first  is,  '^hat  the  United  States  are  named  before 
his  Majesty,  contrary  to  the  established  custom  observed 
in  every  treaty  in  which  a  crowned  head  and  a  republic 
are  tht  contractmg  parties."  With  respect  to  this,  it  seems 
to  me  we  should  distinguish  between  that  act  in  which  both 
joia,^  to  wit,  the  treaty,  and  that  which  is  the  act  of  each 
separately,  the  ratification.  It  is  necessary,  that  all  the 
modes  of  expression  in  the  joint  act  should  be  agreed  to 
by  both  parties,  though  in  their  separate  acts  each  party 
is  master  of,  and  alone  unaccountable  for  its  own  mode. 
And,  on  inspecting  the  treaty,  it  will  be  found  that  his 
Majiesty  is  always  regularly  named  before  the  United 
States.  Thus, ''  the  established  custom  in  treaties  be«» 
tween  crowned  heads  and  republics,"  contended  for  on 
your  part,  is  strictly  observed  ;  and  the  ratification  fol- 
lowing the  treaty  contams  these  words.  ^^  Now  know 
ye,  that  we,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
having  seen  and  considered  the  definitive  articles  afore^ 
said,  have  approved^  ratified  and  confirmed^  and  by 
these  presents  do  approve,  ratify  and  confirm  the  said 
articles,  and  evert  part  and  clause  thereof,"  &c. 
Hereby  all  those  articles,  parts  and  clauses,  wherein  the 
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King  is  named  before  the  United  States,  are  approved, 
ratified  and  confirmtdy  and  this  solemnly  under  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President  of  Congress,  with  the  public 
seal  affixed  bjr  their  order,  and  countersigned  by  their 
Secretary. 

No  declaration  on  the  subject  more  determinate  or 
more  authentic,  can  possibly  be  made  or  given,  which, 
when  considered,  may  probably  mduce  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  waive  the  proposition  of  our  signing  a  simi- 
lar declaration,  or  of  sending  back  the  ratification  to  be 
corrected  in  this  point,  neither  appearing  to  be  really 
necessary.  I  will,  however,  if  it  be  still  desired,  trans- 
mit to  Congress  the  observation,  and  the  difficulty  occa- 
sioned by  it,  and  request  their  orders  upon  it.  In  the 
meantime  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  I  am  confident 
there  was  no  intention  of  affi-onting  his  Majesty,  by  their 
order  of  nomination ;  but  that  it  resulted  merely  bom. 
that  sort  of  complaisance,  which  every  nation  seems  to 
have  for  itself,  and  of  that  respect  for  its  own  govern- 
ment, customarily  so  expressed  in  its  own  acts,  of  which 
the  English,  among  the  rest,  afford  an  instance,  when, 
in  the  title  of  the  King,  they  always  name  Great  Britain 
before  France. 

The  second  objection  is,  ^^  that  the  term  definitive  articUi 
is  used  instead  of  definitive  treaty, ^^  If  the  words  defini- 
tive treaty f  had  been  used  in  the  ratification  instead  of 
definitive  articles^  it  might  have  been  more  correct,  though 
the  difference  seems  not  great  nor  of  much  importance, 
as  in  the  treaty  itself  it  is  called  the  present  Definitive 
Treaty. 

The  other  objections  are,  '^that  the  conclusion  likewise 
appears  deficient,  as  it  is  neither  signed  by  the  President, 
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Dor  is  it  dated,  and  consequently  is  wanting  in  some  of  the 
most  essential  points  of  form  necessary  towards  autbend- 
cating  the  validity  of  the  instrument."  The  situation  of 
seals  and  signatures,  in  public  instruments,  difiers  in  diflfer^ 
ent  countries,  though  all  equally  valid ;  for  when  all  the 
parts  of  an  instrument  are  connected  by  a  ribband,  whose 
ends  are  secured  under  the  impression  of  the  seal,  the 
signature  and  seal,  wherever  placed,  are  understood  as  re- 
latmg  to  and  authenticating  the  whole.  Our  usage  is,  to 
place  them  both  together  in  the  broad  margin  near  the 
beginning  of  the  piece,  and  so  they  stand  in  the  present 
ratification,  the  concluding  words  of  which  declare  the 
intenuon  of  such  signing  and  sealing  to  be  giving  authen- 
ticity to  the  whole  instrument,  viz:  '^  In  testimony  where- 
of, We  have  catued  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be 
hereunto  affixed ;  Witness  his  Excellency  Thomas  Mif- 
flm.  Esquire,  President ;"  and  the  date  supposed  to  be 
omitted,  perhaps  from  its  not  appearing  in  figures,  is  nev- 
ertheless to  be  found  written  in  words  at  length,  viz:  'Hhis 
fourteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,"  which  made 
the  figures  unnecessary. 

With  great  esteem  and  respect,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM   B.    FRANKLIN    TO    T^E    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Passy,  June  16,  1784. 

Sr, 
My  letter  by  Mr.  Jay  acquainted  your  Excellency, 
that  the  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty  were   ex- 
changed.   A  copy  of  the  British  part  was  also  sent  by  him. 
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Mr.  Hartky  remaiDed  liei«  expectmginatniciioiis  lo 
treat  with  us  on  the  subject  of  commerce.  The  bustle 
ftttendkig  a  new  election  and  meeting  of  Parliamem,  be 
ioiagined,  might  occasion  the  long  delay  of  those  instruo* 
uons.  He  now  thinks  that  the  a^ir  of  the  American 
tiade,  being  under  the  consideratbn  of  Parliament,  it  is 
probable  no  treaty  will  be  proposed  till  the  result  is 
known.  Mr.  Jay,  who  sailed  for  America  the  first  in- 
stent  from  Dover,  and  who  saw  there  several  of  ouir 
friends  from  London  before  his  departure,  and  Mr.  LaiP- 
rensy  who  left  London  on  the  6th  to  go  on  in  the  Fal- 
mouth packet,  will  be  able  to  give  you  more  perfect  in- 
fermations  than  I  can,  of  what  may  be  expected  as  the 
determination  of  the  British  government,  respecting  our 
intercourse  with  their  Islands ;  and,  therefore,  I  omit  my 
conjectures,  only  mentioning,  that  from  various  circum- 
stances, there  seems  to  be  some  lurking  remains  of  ii 
faiuiior  there,  and  of  resentment  agamst  us,  which  only 
wants  a  favorable  opportunity  to  manifest  itself. 

Thb  makes  it  more  necessary  for  us  to  be  upon  our 
guard,  and  prepared  for  events,  that  a  change  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Europe  may  produce ;  its  tranquillity  depending, 
perhaps,  on  the  life  of  one  man,  and  it  being  impossible 
to  foresee  in  what  situation  a  new  arrangement  of  its 
various  interests  may  place  us.  Ours  will  be  respected 
in  proportion  to  the  apparent  solidity  of  our  government, 
the  support  of  our  credit,  the  maintenance  of  a  good  un- 
derstandmg  with  our  friends,  and  our  readiness  for  de- 
fence. All  which  I  persuade  myself  will  be  taken  care 
of. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  fit)m  Mr.  Hartley 
to  me,  respecting  some  supposed  defects  in-  the  ratifica- 


Mi 
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tkm,  together  with  my  answer^  which  he  has  transmitted 
to  London.  The  objections  appeared  to  me  trivial  and 
absurd;  but  I  thought  it  prudent  to  treat  them  with  as 
much  decency  as  I  could^  lest  the  ill  temper  should  be 
augmented,  which  might  be  particularly  inconvenient, 
wh8e  the  commerce  was  under  consideration.  There  has 
not  yet  been  time  for  Mr.  Hartley  to  hear  whether  my 
answer  has  been  satisfactory,  or  whether  the  Ministers 
will  still  insist  on  my  sending  for  an  amended  copy  from 
America,  as  they  proposed. 

I  do  not  perceive  the  least  diminution  in  the  good  dis* 
position  of  this  Court  towards  us,  and  I  hope  care  will 
be  taken  to  preserve  it. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  will  have  the ,  honor 
of  delivering  this  to  you,  has,  ever  since  his  arrival  in 
Europe,  been  very  industrious  in  his  endeavors  to  serve 
us  and  promote  our  interest,  and  has  been  of  great  use 
on  several  occasions.  I  should  wish  the  Congress  might 
think  fit  to  express,  m  some  proper  manner,  their  sense 
of  his  merit. 

My  malady  prevents  my  going  to  Versailles,  as  I  can- 
not bear  a  carriage  upon  pavement,  but  my  grandson  goes 
regularly  on  Court  days  to  supply  my  place,  and  is  well 
received  there.  The  last  letters  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
receivmg  from  you,  are  of  14th  of  January. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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FBOM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO   COUNT    DE   MERCT 

AROENTEAU. 

Pany,  July  30,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency 
an  extract  from  the  instructions  of  Congress  to  their  late 
Commissioners  for  treating  of  Peace,  expressing  their  de- 
sire to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  for  the  mutual  ad- 
vantage of  his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before 
his  Majesty.  The  appointing  and  instructing  Commis- 
sioners for  treaties  of  commerce  with  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope generally  has,  by  various  circumstances,  been  long 
delayed,  but  is  now  done,  and  I  have  just  received  advice, 
that  Mr.  Jefferson,  late  Governor  of  Virginia,  commis- 
sioned with  Mr.  Adams,  our  Minister  in  Holland,  and 
myself,  for  that  service,  b  on  his  way  hither,  and  may  be 
expected  by  the  end  of  August,  when  we  shall  be  ready 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  his  Imperial  Majesty  for  the 
above  purposes,  if  such  should  be  his  pleasure. 
With  great  and  sincere  respect,  be. 

B.  FRANKUN. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  MERCT  ARGENTEAU  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  July  30,  1784. 
Sir, 
I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to 
me  this  morning,  and  I  shall  lose  no  time  to  transmit  the 
contents  to  my  Court. 


mpumimo  coRsmpoMpr^cE.  as 

The  sentiments  of  the  Emperor  towards  the  United 
States  of  America  make  me  foifeseetbe  satisfaetioti)  which 
his  Majesty  will  have  to  enter  into  reciprocal,  suitable,  and 
advantageous  connexions  with  them.  I  have  not  the 
least  dcMibt  but  that  measures  will  be  instantly  taken  on 
this  subject  to  concert  with  you,  sir,  and  with  the  ap- 
pointed Mkiisters  Plenipotentiary,  and  as  soon  as  the  an- 
swer firom  my  Court  shall  come,  I  diall  instantly  commu- 
nicate  it  to  you. 

I  haiFe  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  MERCY  ARGENTEAU.  , 


9B0II    THE    COUNT    DS    VJCBOEMNES    TO    B.    FRANKidlf. 

Translation. 

Venaillei,  August  27,  1784. 

Sir, 
You  bate  conrniunicoted  to  me  an  extract  from  the  in- 
structions which  Congress  addressed  to  you  on  the  11th  of 
May  Itsty  whicb  imports  that  the  United  States  will  in  no 
case  treat  any  other  nation  with  respect  to  commerce 
more  advantageously  than  the  French.  This  disposition 
b  much  the  wisest,  as  it  will  prevent  those  misunderstand- 
ings, which  might  arise  from  the  equivocal  terms  in  which 
the  2nd  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce, 
signed  February  6th,  1778,  is  conceived.  Bui  that  the 
resolutiott  of  Ceogress  on  this  subject  may  be  clearly 
stated,  ife  weuld  be  best,  sir,  that  yoa  furnish  me  with  it 
in  the  fonn  ef  a  declaration,  or  at  least  in  an  official  note, 
signed  by  yourself.  I  have  no  dbubt  that  you  will  adopt 
one  of  these  two  forms.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  VEHGENNES. 
Vol.  II.- 
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FROM   B.    FRANKLIN   TO    COUNT  DE    YERGBNNBS. 

Passy,  SqitemberS,  17S4. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  by 
order  of  Congress,  a  resolution  of  theirs,  dated  the  11th 
of  May  last,  which  is  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

^^  Resolved,  That  Doctor  Franklin  be  instructed  to  ex- 
press to  the  Court  of  France,  the  constant  desire  of  Con- 
gress to  meet  their  wishes ;  that  these  States  are  about  to 
form  a  general  system  of  commerce,  by  treaties  with  other 
nations ;  that,  at  this  time  they  cannot  foresee  what  claim 
might  be  given  to  those  nations  by  the  explanatory  propo- 
sitions from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  on  the  2nd  and  3rd 
articles  of  our  treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  with  his 
most  Christian  Majesty,  but  that  he  may  be  assured  it 
will  be  our  constant  care  to  place  no  people  on  more  ad- 
vantageous grounds  than  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty/' 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  be. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM   MR.    GRAND   TO   BENJABnN    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  August  28,  1784. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Morris,  in  his  former  letter  of  May  27th,  informs 
me  that  he  was  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  answer  me 
on  the  subject  of  th^  funds  of  the  United  States,  all  my 
letters  having  advised  him  of  my  wants.  This  oppor- 
tunity has  offered,  as  I  have  received  several  of  his  let- 
ters once,  but  there  is  no  mention  made  in  either  of  them 
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of  this  object,  Dotwithstanding  its  importance ;  and  al* 
though  I  have  made  known  to  him  that  the  funds  left  me 
were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  besides,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
interest  due  to  the  Government,  amounting,  according  to 
Mr.  Gojard's  calculation,  to  eight  hundred  thirty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred  livres.  Yet,  notwithstanding  so 
misplaced  a  silence,  willing  to  judge  more  favorably  of 
Mr.  Monis  than  appearances  warranted^  and  in  conse- 
quence of  my  feelings  and  zeal,  I  could  not  refuse  to  con- 
tinue the  payment  of  what  has  been  presented  to  me, 
such  as  salaries,  loan  office  drafts,  be.  persuaded  as  I  was, 
that  I  should  not  be  left  long  in  arrear  of  my  advances, 
which  amount,  this  day,  to  nearly  fifty  thousand  livres.  But 
far  fit)m  attending  to  this  aftair,  it  seems,  on  the  contrary, 
that  he  does  not  even  think  of  it.  I  have  a  painftil  and 
additional  proof  of  this,  in  a  letter  which  I  have  just  re- 
ceived fit>m  Mr.  Morris,  bearing  date  August  12th,  in 
which  there  is  no  more  mention  made  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Finances,  than  if  he  never  existed.  It  gives  me,  truly, 
great  uneasiness,  not  on  accoimt  of  my  actual  advances, 
but  for  future  ones,  to  which,  notwithstanding  my  own 
inclination,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  set  bounds,  if  I  do  not 
soon  receive  funds. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty,  sir,  to  apprise  you  of  the 
situation  of  afi&irs,  and  at  all  events  to  give  you  these  de- 
tails for  my  own  justification.  If  I  should  sufifer  by  such 
a  resdution,  I  shall  have  at  least  the  consolation  to  think 
that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power,  and  all  that  could  be 
expected  fiK)m  the  zeal,  by  which  I  have  been  constantly 
animated.    I  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to 


$$  BEKIAION  PBANKLDI. 

tknk  90|  and  tfatjt  you  will  accept  the  respeotfid  seati- 
ments  with  which  I  ani)  sir, 

Ycur  very  humble  and  Tery  obedient  servant, 

GRAND. 


raojn  couNt  DB  vsrg£nne8  to*  bknjamin  vramklui. 

Tkansls^ion. 

ymuXkm,  %tpbtaib€t9,  1784. 
Sir, 
I  have  veceived  tbe  letter,  which  yon  did  me  the 
boDOf  to  write  me  the  third  instutt.  Yob  theve  declare 
in  tbe'  name  of  Congress,  that  tlie  United  Slates  wilt  be 
ealceful  not  to  treat  any  other  nation,  in  matters  of  con>- 
mcice,  BKNre  advaMtageously  than  the  French  nadon. 
Tins  declaration,  foimded  on  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of 
Febniary,  1778,  has  been  very  agreeable  to  the  Kmg ; 
and  you,  sir,  can  assure  Congress,  that  the  United 
States  shall  constantly  experience  a  perfect  vecipiocity 
m  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &u). 

DE  VER6ENNES. 


raOM   COUNT   OB   UI^CJ   AROBNTSiU   TO  BENJAMXM 

B&^KUJN. 

Translation. 

Park,  StptemtMr  38^  1784« 
Sir, 

With  rospect  to  the  propo»don  of  the  United  Slates 

of  America,  that  I  forwarded  to  my  Court,  concerning 

the  arrangements  of  commerce  to  be  adopted  by  the  re- 
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spective  powers,  I  have  received  the  order,  sir,  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty, the  Emperor,  has  agreed  to  the  said  proposition, 
and  that  he  has  directed  the  Government  Generd  of  the 
Low  Countries  to  adopt  measises  to  put  it  in  execution. 

When  the  particidars  respecting  thb  matter  shall  lue 
9CBI  to  me,  I  wiU  instantly  communicate  them. 

I  avail  myself  o(  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  asluN 
anoea  of  the  most  perfect  attachment,  with  which  I  have 
tim  honor  to  be»  be. 

DE  MERCY  AR6EMTEAU. 


f  ROM  BtNJAinN   FBANKLIN  TO    CHASLE8   rTHOUPSOll. 

Pftflsy,  October  16, 1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

it  was  imended  by  the  commissioners  to  write  a  joint 
letter  to  Congress,  but  I  am  afraid  the  opportunity  may 
be  missed.  This  may  serve  to  inform  you,  that  propo^ 
sitioD9  of  treating  have  been  made  by  us  to  all  the  pow^ 
en  of  Europe,  according  to  our  instructions,  and  we  «« 
wuting  for  their  answers.  There  are  apprehensions  here 
of  a  war  between  the  Emperor  and  Holland,  but,  a?  the 
season  is  not  proper  for  opening  a  campaign,  I  hope  the 
winter  will  give  time  for  mediators  to  acconunodate  mat^ 
ters.  We  have  not  yet  heard  that  Mr.  Jay  has  accepted 
the  SiusretaryfiAiip  of  Foreign  Afiairs. 

I  ain  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  most  afibctionately, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
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FROM   COUNT   D£   V£RO£NNES   TO   BENJAMIN    F&ANKLIN. 

Vemillei,  October  30,  1784. 
Sir, 
.  I  am  mfonned  by  a  letter  from  M •  de  Marbois,  dated 
Philadelphia,  August  24th  ultimo,  that  he  had  comjnuni- 
cated  with  Mr.  Morris  respecting  the  interest  of  the  loan 
of  Holland  made  on  account  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  under  die  guarantee  of  the  King ;  also  for  the 
other  debts  of  said  States  towards  his  Majesty,  acknow- 
ledged and  stipulated  in  the  contracts  passed  between  us 
on  the  16th  July  and  25th  February,  1783. 

M.  de  Marbois  informs  me,  that  in  pursuance  of  his 
conversation  and  correspondence  on  this  matter,  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Fmances,  Mr.  Govemeur  Morris,  his 
assistant  took  the  trouble  to  call  on  him,  and  has  verbally 
annoimced  to  him,  that  the  Superintendent  would  be  able 
to  cause  to  be  paid  at  the  treasury,  the  four  hundred  thou- 
sand livres,  bemg  the  amount  of  mterest  due  in  Novem- 
ber next,  on  the  loan  of  ten  millions  guarantied  by  the 
King;  and  that  orders  would  be  sent  in  consequence  to 
Amsterdam,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Grand,  at  Paris.  I  have 
no  doubt,  but  that  this  banker  has  already  received 
the  orders  and  necessary  instructions  to  fulfil  this  object, 
and  also  for  the  execution  of  the  other  engagements  made 
by  Congress,  stipulated  in  the  two  contracts  abovemen- 
tioned.  I  mean  by  this,  the  interest  and  such  part  of  the 
capital  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  to  his  Majesty, 
as  will  become  due  next  year.  Although  I  have  no  doubts 
as  to  their  punctuality  to  fiilfil  their  engagements  on  this 
point,  yet,  sir,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  bring  them  to  your  re- 
collection, wishing  you  to  write  on  the  subject  to  the  gen- 
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eral  Congress,  in  order  that  they  may^beforehand,  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  execution  of  the  points  agreed 
upon  by  our  treaties.  I  vnH  be  much  obliged  to  you  to 
inform  me  of  the  steps  you  have  taken  on  this  subject, 
and  afterwards  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  accordingly. 
In  the  meantime,  I  have  first  communicated  M.  de  Mar- 
bois'  opinion  to  the  Comptroller  General,  and  have  de- 
sired him  to  consult  on  the  subject  with  Mr.  Grand,  who 
must  have  received  orders  from  Congress  touching  the 
interest  of  the  Dutch  loan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  VERGENNES. 


FROM   BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN  TO    CHARLES    THOMPSON. 

Pftiiy,  Noreroberll,  1784. 

Dear  Friend, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  August  13th,  with  the 
papers  annexed,  relative  to  the  affiur  of  Longchamps. 
I  hope  satisfaction  will  be  given  to  M.  Marbois.  The 
commissioners  have  written  a  joint  letter  to  Congress. 
This  serves  to  cover  a  few  papers  relative  to  matters 
with  which  I  was  particularly  charged  in  the  instructions. 
I  shall  write  to  you  fully  by  the  next  opportunity, 
havmg  iu>w  only  time  to  add,  that  I  am  as  ever. 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
P.  S.  I  executed  the  instructions  of  October  29th, 
1783,  as  soon  as  I  knew  the  commissions  for  treating 
with  the  Emperor,  inc.  were  issued,  which  was  not  till 
July,  1784.  The  three  letters  between  the  Emperor's 
Minister  and  me,  are  what  passed  on  that  occasion. 

B.  F. 
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FBOM  BBNJAIflW   FBANKLIN   TO   M.   GRANS. 

Sir, 
I  received  yoar  letter  of  the  S9th  past,  with  the  sitie 
of  the  interest  RKmey  olaiined  by  the  Department  of  Fi- 
nance, as  due  the  first  inst.  the  accounts  of  your  advances 
for  the  United  States,  and  a  copy  of  the  letters  of  M esns. 
WillifriL  and  Staphor^t,  offering  you,  by  order  of  Mf. 
Morris,  four  hundred  thousand  livrea,  the  sura  due  in  No- 
vember last,  for  the  interest  of  the  Dutch  loan,  on  all 
which,  you  propose  it  for  consideration,  whether  (that  in- 
terest being  already  advanced  for  us,  and  duly  paid  by 
this  Government,  according  to  its  guarantees)  it  would 
not  be  inore  prudent  to  delay  the  iiill  re-imbursement  of 
that  sum,  reserving  one-half  to  answer  the  still  arriving 
old  Loan  Office  drafts.  Minister's  salaries  and  contingent 
expenses,  and  to  re-imburse  you  of  your  advances,  mnless 
Messrs.  WiHink  and  Staphorst,  having  mose  mcmey  of  tiie 
States  in  their  hands>  would  on  an  order  from  us, 
advance  two  hundiwd  thousand  livres,  which  are  ne- 
cessary for  those  purposes.  I  coDummioated  your  let- 
ter, with  the  other  papers,  to  Mr.  Adams,  under 
whose  directions  the  loans  managed  by  Messrs.  W.  b  S. 
have  been  transacted.  He  underfiodc  to  write  to  those 
gentlemen  for  information,  what  money  they  might  have 
on  hand  beyond  fimr  hundred  thousand  livres;  and  they 
have  written  in  answer,  that  the  two  loans  being  nearly 
fbD,  they  shall  have  (if  I  remember  ri^t)  above  a  miBion 
of  florins,  which  would  discharge  honorably  all  our  en- 
gagements to  this  Court,  a  thing  I  much  wish  would  he 
done ;  but  Mr.  Adams  alleges  that  he  has  'no  power  to 
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dnw  on  or  dispose  of  that  fimd,  without  orders  frotn 
Congf^s;  and  Mr.  Jefferson  and  myself  have,  witbou^ 
bin^  no  such  power.  I  have  since  received  your  letter 
of  the  5th  instant,  on  the  same  subject,  and  being  of 
opinion  with  you,  that  (unless  there  be  reasons  for  delay- 
ing the  payment,  which  we  are  unacquainted  with)  the 
Ck)ngress  cannot  be  pleased  with  this  breach  of  punctual- 
ity, while  they  have  money  lying  dead  in  the  hands  of 
those  merchants  in  Holland.  I  communicated  also  this, 
your  second  letter,  to  Mr.  Adams,  but  he,  continues  of 
the  same  opinion,  and  was  rather  displeased  with  my 
importunity,  so  that  I  can  carry  it  no  farther. 

With  regard  to  your  request  that  I  would  give  you 
orders  in  writing  for  the  payment  to  Government  of  a  part 
of  the  four  hundred  thousand  Uvres,  it  does  not  seem 
necessary  or  proper  for  me  to  give  such  orders.  I  can 
only  give  you  my  opmion  of  what  I  should  do  were  I  in 
yoar  case.  Your  advances  have  been  considerable,  the 
inconveniency  to  you  not  little,  the  mentioned  sum  has 
already  been  advanced  for  the  States  by  this  Government, 
and  our  credit  in  Holland  thereby  saved  till  the  next 
year's  interest  becomes  due,  before  which  time,  funds  will 
probably  be  prepared  for  the  regular  discharge  of  all  in- 
terests due  to  our  European  creditors.  I  would,  there* 
fore,  at  least  retain  the  re-irobursement  of  any  advances, 
and  sufficient  to  pay  the  salaries  engaged  for  to  the  end 
of  1784,  and  discharge  the  probable  demands  by  Loan 
Office  bills  still  coming,  £)r  there  is  no  reason  why  you 
should  continue  longer  in  advance,  or  advance  farther. 

The  House  of  Fizeaux  &  Grand  have  written  to  me 

that  they  have  drawn  on  me  for  the  last  year's  interest 

of  their  loao.    You  wiU  please  to  pay  the  draft  as  usuaL 

Vol.  ii.- 


4S  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Do  you  think  it  probable,  in  the  present  state  of  thinp, 
that  loan  could  now  be  extended  ?  if  so,  I  still  have  hf 
me  the  promises  and  compact  which  that  House  returned 
to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM   M.  GRAND   TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS    OF   THE 

TREASURY. 

Paris,  Febniftry  8,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 
I  take  the  liberty  to  refer  you  to  my  last  respects,  dated 
the  30th  September,  1784,  which  I  forwarded  by  dupli- 
cates, with  the  account  current  of  the  States,  closed  by 
a  balance  due  to  me  of  Li  v.  38,692.  18.  9. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  gentlemen,  that  a  few 
days  after  I  received  from  Messrs.  William  in  Jan  Wil- 
link,  Nicolas  h  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  De  la  Lande  & 
Fynje,  under  date  of  2d  December,  a  remittance  of  sev- 
eral bills,  amounting  to  Liv.  400,131.6.6,  which,  as  they 
fall  due,  shall  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  several  others,  enclosed  in  a  letter  from 
the  same  gentlemen,  dated  the  30th  December,  amount- 
ing to  Liv.  217,463.3.10,  the  particulars  whereof  wilj 
be  found  in  the  next  extract  of  the  account  current  of 
the  States,  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  transmit. 

According  to  the  orders  of  the  Honorable  Robert 
Morris,  Esq.  I  have  taken  due  note  of  several  bills  which 
he  advised  me,  under  date  of  the  4th  October,  having 
drawn  on  me,  amounting  together  to  Liv.  113,088.10.9, 
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which  shall  be  exactly  dischai^ed;  and  I  have  paid  to 
General  Armand,  whose  receipt  I  here  enclose,  Liv. 
389794.13.1 1,  wherewith  the  States  will  likewise  be 
debited,  as  well  as  with  Liv.  23^29.4,  for  the  amount  of 
several  sums  paid  by  Mr.  Morris  per  order  tot  interest 
on  the  certificates  granted  to  the  foreign  officers,  whose 
receipts  will  also  be  annexed  to  this  letter,  and  I  shall 
condnue  to  pay  the  like  objects  mentioned  in  the  list 
which  this  gentlemen  transmitted  to  me  for  this  purpose. 

General  Armand  having  sent  over  to  America  his  cer- 
tificate for  the  abovementioned  Liv.  33,794.13.11, 1  de- 
sired his  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin's  approbation  of  my 
paying  the  said  sum,  and  he  was  pleased  to  signify  it  to 
me,  on  General  Armand's  promise  to  deliver  the  certifi- 
cate. 

You  will,  gentlemen,  have  seen,  out  of  my  sincere  re- 
spects, how  anxious  I  was  to  be  enabled  to  discharge 
several  engagements  of  the  States,  many  of  which  are 
now  due.  I  applied  in  consequence,  to  their  Excellen- 
cies, Dr.  Franklin  and  John  Adams,  Esq.  in  order  to  get 
some  part  of  the  money  lying  dead  in  Holland  remitted 
to  me  and  paid  to  Government,  and  it  was  not  without 
much  concern  that  I  saw  the  want  of  success  of  my 
reiterated  entreaties  to  gain  that  point.  I  beg  leave  to 
lay  before  your  eyes,  a  copy  of  the  last  letter  which  Dr. 
Franklin  wrote  me  on  this  subject.  My  earnest  wish 
is,  that  you  may,  gentlemen,  have  now  adopted  such 
measures  whereby  the  claims  of  our  Government  may  be 
answered,  and  the  credit  of  the  United  States  daily 
strengthened.    I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  of  them. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin,  having  been  so  kind  as 
to  apply  to  Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.  in  order  to  know 
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vAm  balance  they  might  throw  mto  my  hands  far  account 
of  die  United  States,  I  hear  wkh  concern,  that  it  cqih 
fists  bat  in  a  very  slender  sum  of  about  Liv.  19,0(0, 
which  is  of  no  consideration,,  if  compared  with  the  dai» 
i^  our  Government. 

I  cannot  take  upon  mjrself  to  make  him  the  tender  of 
part  only  of  the  Liv.  400,000  dne  for  interest  on  the 
Dutch  loan,  and  I  shall  wait  your  orders,  gentlemen,  be- 
fore I  take  a  step  which  in  my  opinion,  would  rather  be 
beneath  the  dignity  of  Coi^ress.  Should,  however.  Go- 
vernment become  urgent  on  this  head,  I  should  then  ofier 
them  what  would  at  that  moment  be  found  of  vacant  (imda 
in  my  bands. 

Being  with  great  truth  and  respect,  gentlemen,  &c. 

GRAND. 


non  B.  FRANKLIN    TO  THK  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

FtoBj,  February  8, 1785. 
Sir, 

(received  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  the  two  let- 
ters you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  11th  and 
14th  of  December,  the  one  enclosing  a  letter  fixxn  Coin 
gross  to  the  King,  the  other  a  resolve  of  Congress  re- 
specting the  convention  for  establishing  Consuls.  The  let- 
ter was  immediately  ddivered  and  well  received.  The 
resolve  came  too  lale  to  suspend  signing  the  convention, 
it  iia/ving  been  done  July  last,  and  a  copy  sent  so  long 
since,  that  we  now  expected  the  rati6cation.  As  that 
copy  a^emsto  have  miscarried,  I  now  send  another. 

I  anr  not  informed  what  objection  has  arisen  in  Con*- 
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grasB  K)  the  pkn  sent  me.  Mr.  Jefierson  tbmks  it  may 
haire  beea  to  the  part,  which  lestcained  the  Consuls  firom 
all  eoDoem  in  oommerce.  That  article  was  omitted,  bebg 
thought  unnecessary  to  be  stipulated,  since  either  party 
would  always  have  the  power  of  imposing  such  restraints 
on  its  own  officers,  whenever  it  should  think  fit.  I  zrh 
however,  of  opinion  that  this  or  any  other  reasonable  ar-» 
tide  or  alteration  may  be  obtained  a't  the  desire  of  Con- 
gress, and  established  by  a  supplement. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  your  being  called 
to  the  high  hcxior  of  presiding  in  our  national  councils, 
and  to  wish  you  every  felicity,  being  wkh  the  most  perfect 
esteem,  &c. 

B.  FRANKUN. 


FROVB.rRANKLIN  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Passy,  April  12,  1785. 
Sff, 

M.  de  Cbaumont,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  present- 
ing this  Kne  to  your  Excellency,  is  a  young  gentlemen  of 
excellent  character,  whose  father  was  one  of  our  most 
early  friends  in  this  country,  which  he  manifested  by  cre- 
diting us  with  a  thousand  barrels  of  girapowder  and  other 
military  stores  in  1776,  before  we  had  provided  any  ap- 
parent means  of  payment.  He  has,  as  I  understand,  some 
demands  to  make  on  Congress,  the  nature  of  which  I  am 
nna^^quaiiHed  with;  but  my  regard  for  the  family  makes 
me  wish  that  they  may  obtain  a  speedy  consideration,  and 
such  favorableftssue  as  they  may  appear  to  merit. 
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To  this  end  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your 
countenance  and  protection,  and  am  with  great  respect,  be. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


PBOM   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN     TO    COUNT   DE    VERGENNE8. 

Pass/  May  3,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  I 
have  at  length  obtained,  and  yesterday  received,  the 
permission  of  Congress  to  return  to  America.  As  my 
malady  makes  it  impracticable  for  me  to  pay  my  devoirs 
at  Versailles  personally,  may  I  beg  the  favor  of  you,  sir, 
to  express  respectfully  for  me  to  his  Majesty,  the  deep 
sense  I  have  of  all  the  inestimable  benefits  his  goodness 
has  conferred  on  my  country ;  a  sentiment  that  it  will 
be  the  business  of  the  little  remainder  of  life  now  left 
me,  to  impress  equally  on  the  minds  of  all  my  country- 
men. My  sincere  prayers  are,  that  God  may  shower 
down  his  blessings  on  the  King,  the  Queen,  their  chil- 
dren, and  all  the  royal  family,  to  the  latest  generations  ! 

Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  offer  you  my  thank- 
ful acknowledgments  for  the  protection  and  countenance 
you  afforded  me  at  my  arrival,  and  your  many  favors 
during  my  residence  here,  of  which  I  shall  always  re- 
tain the  most  grateful  remembrance. 

My  grandson  would  have  had  the  honor  of  waiting  on 
you  with  thb  letter,  but  he  has  been  some  time  ill  of  a 
fever. 

With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  and  best  wishes 
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fer  the  constant  prosperity  of  yourself,  and  all  your 
anuable  family,  I  ami  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
ent and  most  humble  senranty 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE  RATNEVAL  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

VemUlefl,  May  8,  1785. 
Sir^ 
I  have  learned  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  you  are 
soon  to  leave  us.  You  will  carry  with  you  the  affec- 
tions of  aU  France,  for  nobody  has  been  more  esteemed 
than  you.  I  shall  call  on  you  at  Passy,  to  desire  you  to 
retain  for  me  a  share  in  your  remembrance,  and  renew 
to  you  personally  the  assurances  of  the  most  perfect 
attachment,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c. 

DE  RAYNEVAL. 


FROM   BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Passy,  May  10, 1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  land  letter  of  the  8th  of  March,  en- 
closing the  resolution  of  Congress,  permitting  my  return 
to  America,  for  which  I  am  very  thankful,  and  am  now 
preparing  to  depart  the  first  good  opportunity.  Next  to 
the  pleasure  of  rejoining  my  own  family  will  be  that  of 
seeing  you  and  yours  well  and  happy,  and  embracing 
once  more  my  little  friend,  whose  singular  attachment  to 
me  I  shall  always  remember. 
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I  shall  be  glad  to  render  any  acceptable  services  to 
Mr.  Randall.  I  conveyed  the  baybeny  wax  to  Ahb€ 
de  Chalot,  with  your  compliments,  as  you  desired.  He 
returns  his  with  many  thanks.  Be  pleased  to  make  my 
respectful  compliments  acceptable  to  Mre.  Jay,  and  be- 
lieve me  ever,  with  sincere  and  great  respect  and  es- 
teem, &LC. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S.  The  striking  of  the  medals  being  now  in  agi- 
tation here,  I  send  the  enclosed  for  consideration. 

B.  F. 


FROM    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN   TO    CHARLES    THOMPSON. 

Pasiy,  May  10, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
An  old  gentleman  in  Switzerland,  long  of  the  Magis- 
tracy there,  having  written  a  book,  entitled  Du  Oauv- 
emement  des  Mceurs,  which  is  thought  to  contain  many 
matters,  that  may  be  useful  in  America,  desired  to  know 
of  me  how  he  could  convey  a  number  of  the  printed 
copies,  to  be  distributed  gratis  among  the  members  of 
Congress.  I  advised  his  addressing  the  package  to  you 
by  way  of  Amsterdam,  whence  a  friend  of  mine  would 
forward  it.  It  is  accordingly  shipped  there  on  board  the 
Van  Berckel,  Captain  W.  Campbell.  There  are  good 
things  in  the  work,  but  his  chapter  on  the  liberty  of  the 
press  appears  to  me  to  contain  more  rhetoric  than  reason. 

With  great  esteem  I  am,  ever,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
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FfiOM  COUNT  DE   VEBOENIfSS   TO    BKNJAMJilf    WtL$»9m». 

Translation. 

VenaiUes,  May  22»  IfSS. 

Sir, 

I  have  learnt  with  much  ooaQem  of  your  retiring,  and 
of  your  approaching  departure  for  America.  You  can- 
not doubt  but  that  the  regrets,  which  you  will  leave,  w9l 
be  proportionate  to  the  consideration  you  so  justly  et^oy. 

I  can  assure  ]rou,  sir,  that  the  esteem  the  King  enter- 
tains for  you,  does  not  leave  you  any  thing  to  wish,  and 
that  his  Majesty  will  learn  with  real  satisfaction,  that 
your  fellow  citizens  have  rewarded,  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  you,  the  important  services  that  you  have  rendered 
them. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  preserve  for  me  a  share  in 
your  remembrance,  and  never  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the 
interest  I  take  in  your  happiness.  It  is  founded  on  the 
sentiments  of  attachment  of  which  I  have  assured  you, 
and  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

DE  VERGENNES. 


FEOM    B.   FRANKLIN  TO   TH^AS  BARCLAV. 

Passy,  June  19,  1785. 

Sir, 
With  respect  to  my  continuing  to  charge  £2500  ster- 
ling per  annum  as  my  salary,  of  which  you  desire  some 
explanation,  I  send  you,  in  support  of  that  charge,  the  re- 
solution of  Congress,  which  is  in  these  words. 

"  In  Congress,  October  6th,  1779.     Resolved,  that 
Vol.  II. — 7 


50  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

each  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  be  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  an* 
nuniy  and  each  of  their  secretaries  at  the  rate  of  one  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  per  annum,  in  full  for  their  services 
and  expenses  respectively.  That  the  salary  of  each  of 
the  said  officers  be  computed  from  the  time  of  hb  leav- 
ing his  place  of  abode,  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  be  continued  three  months  after  the  notice  of 
hb  recalh  " 

The  several  bills  I  afterwards  received,  drawn  on  the 
Congress  banker,  Mr.  Grand,  for  my  salary,  were  all  cal- 
culated on  that  sum,  as  my  salary ;  and  neither  the  banker 
nor  mjrself  has  received  notice  of  any  change  respecting 
me.  He  has  accordingly,  since  the  drawing  ceased,  con- 
tinued to  pay  me  at  the  same  rate.  I  have,  indeed,  heard 
that  a  resolution  was  passed  last  year,  that  the  salaries  of 
Plenipotentiaries  should  be  no  more  than  £2,000  sterling 
per  annum.  But  the  resolution,  I  suppose,  can  relate  on- 
ly to  such  Plenipotentiaries  as  should  be  afterwards  ap- 
pointed ;  for  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  Congress,  after 
promising  a  Minister  £2,500  a  year,  and  when  he  has 
thereby  been  encouraged  to  engage  in  a  way  of  living  for 
their  honor,  which  only  that  salary  can  support,  would 
think  it  just  to  diminish  it  a  fifth,  and  leave  him  under  the 
difficulty  of  reducing  his  expenses  propordonably  ;  a  thing 
scarce  practicable ;  the  necessity  of  which  he  might  have 
avdded,  if  he  had  not  confided  in  their  original  promise. 

But  the  article  of  salary,  with  all  the  rest  of  my  ac- 
counts will  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  Congress,  to- 
gether with  some  other  considerable  articles  I  have  not 
charged,  but  on  which  I  shall  expect  fiom  their  equity, 
some  consideration.     If,  for  want  of  knowing  precisely 
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the  intention  of  Congress^  what  expenses  should  be 
deemed  public,  and  what  private,  I  have  charged  any  ar- 
ticle to  the  public,  which  should  be  defrayed  by  me,  their 
banker  has  my  order,  as  soon  as  the  pleasure  of  Congress 
shall  be  made  known  to  him,  to  rectify  the  error  by  trans- 
ferring the  amount  to  my  private  account,  and  dischargipg 
by  so  much  that  of  the  public. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


VBOM  M.  D£  CASTRIES  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Translation.  • 

VcmiUes,  July  10,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  was  not  apprised,  until  within  a  few  hours,  of  the  ar- 
rangements, which  you  have  made  for  your  departure. 
Had  I  been  informed  of  it  sooner,  I  should  have  proposed 
to  the  King  to  order  a  frigate  to  convey  you  to  your  own 
country,  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  known  imp(Mtance  of 
the  services  you  have  been  engaged  in,  to  the  esteem 
you  have  acquired  in  France,  and  the  particular  regard 
which  his  Majesty  entertains  for  you. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  my  regrets  and  a  renewed  as- 
surance of  the  most  entire  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient 
servant. 

DE  CASTRIES. 
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FAOM   B.    FRANKUN    TO   JOHN   JAT. 

F1dliiUphlik»  September  19»  1785. 
Sir, 

i  have  the  honor  to  acquaifM  yon,  that  I  left  Paris  the 
Iffth  cf  July,  and,  agreeably  to  the  permiMrion  of  Con- 
gress, am  returned  to  my  country.    Mr.  Jefferson  had 
recovered  his  herith,  and  vms  Ttiach  esteemed  and  re- 
spected there.    Dnr  jomt  letters  have  already  informed 
you  of  our  late  proceedings,  to  which  I  have  nothbg  to 
add,  except  that  the  last  td  I  did,  as  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary for  making  treaties,  was  to  sign  with  him,  two 
days  before  1  came  a!way,  the  treaty  of  friendship  and 
conmierce,  that  had  been  agreed  on  with  Prussia,  and 
which  was  to  be  carried  to  the  Hague,  by  Mr.  Short, 
there  to  be  signed  by  Baron  Thulemeier  on  the  part 
of  the  King,  who,  without  the  least  hesitation,  had  ap- 
proved and  acceded  to  the  new  humane  ardcles  pro- 
posed by  Congress.    Mr.  Short  was  also  to  call  at  Lon- 
don for  the  signature  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  I  learnt,  when 
at -Southampton,  was  well  rednved  at  the  British  Court. 
The  ClqpCain  Lamb,  who,  in  a  letter  of  yours  to  Mr. 
Adams,  was  said  to  be  coming  to  us  with  instructions  re- 
specting Morocco,  had  not  appeared,  nor  had  we  heard 
any  thing  of  him  ;  so  nothmg  had  been  done  by  us  in  that 
tieaty. 

I  left  the  -Court  of  FrtuM^e  in  the  same  friendly  dispo- 
sition towards  the  United  States,  that  we  have  all  along 
experietaded,  tbou^  concerned  to  find  that  our  credit  is 
not  better  supported  in  the  payment  of  the  interest  money 
due  on  our  loans,  which,  in  case  of  another  war,  must  be, 
they  think,  extremely  prejudicial  to  us,  and  indeed  may 
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coDtribute  to  draw  oo  a  war  the  sooner,  by  a&rdiiig  oi»r 
enemies  the  encouraging  confidence  that  those  who  take 
so  little  care  to  pay,  will  not  again  find  it  easy  to  bonow. 
I  received  from  the  King  at  my  departure,  the  present  of 
his  picture  set  round  with  diamonds,  usually  given  to  Min- 
isters Plenipotentiary,  who  have  signed  any  treaties  with 
that  Court ;  and  it  b  at  the  disposition  of  Congress,  to 
whom  be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects. 

I  am,  &c. 

B.  FRANKUN. 

• 

P.  6.  Not  caring  to  trust  them  to  a  common  convey- 
ance, I  send  by  my  late  Secretary,  who  will  have  the 
honor  of  delivering  them  to  you,  all  the  original  treaties 
I  have  been  concerned  in  negotiating,  that  were  com- 
pleted. Those  with  Portugal  and  Denmark,  continue  m 
suspense. 

B.F. 


FROM    BENJAMIN    FltAKKLlN   TO  JOHN   JAV. 

Philadelphia,  Jidjr  6»  1786. 

Sir, 
The  enclosed  paper  will  inform  you  of  what  has  fiass- 
ed  here,  between  Scotosh,  a  Chief  of  the  Wyandot  na- 
tifii,  and  this  igovemmeiit,  t>n  his  way  to  Congress,  tie 
is  recommended  as  having  been  always  very  iffiendly  to 
our  people  ;  and  the  Council  have  tleirft3red  the  expense 
of  bin  and  Us  comipany  here,  and  ;to  New  York ;  <^i(here, 
as  ColiNtid  Hannar  informs,  {he  is  to  visit  Congress,  tie 
expresses  a  strong  desire  ctf  going  to  France,  t)ut,  as  k 
must  cost  something  considerable  to  support  him  AWier, 
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there  and  back  again^  we  have  given  him  no  expectation 
that  the  Congress  will  approve  of  it.  But  if  it  could  be 
well  affi)rded,  I  should  coaceiye  it  might  be  of  use  to 
our  affiuis  in  ^  that  part  of  the  country,  if,  after  viewing 
the  Court,  and  troops,  and  populati(Hi  of  France,  he 
should  return,  impressed  with  a  high  idea  of  the  great- 
ness and  power  of  our  ally,  and  thence  be  able  to  influ- 
ence the  western  Indians,  with  opinions  proper  to  defeat 
the  insinuations  of  the  Elnglish,  who  are  posted  on  those 
frontiers. 

With  great  regard,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


Philaddphia,  July  3,  1786. 

Scotosh,  an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Wyandots,  and  son 
to  the  half  King  of  that  nation,  visited  the  President, 
accompanied  by  Monsieur  Pierre  Douillier,  a  French 
trader,  of  Detroit,,  as  interpreter,  who  acquabted  the 
President  that  the  Chief  had  a  few  words  to  deliver 
fiom  his  &ther. 

The  Chief,  then  taking  m  his  hands  three  strings  of 
White  Wampum,  said — 
Brother, 

I  come  from  my  &ther  to  speak  to  you  of  good  and  bad 
affiiirs,  good  and  bad  news,  my  father  now  speaks. 
"  My  Brothers, 

^'  I  inform  you  that  among  my  people  all  is  good,  we 
"  have  no  bad  afl^rs,  no  bad  news  to  relate  to  you,  nor 
«  have  I  heard  of  any  bad  news  from  Detroit.  A 
''  Siring. 
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'^  Near  the  fiJls  I  have  heard  there  are  bad  affiurs ; 
'^  but  that  country  is  far  from  mine.  There  are  aome 
'^  bad  people  thereabouts,  vagabonds  from  different  na- 
^'  tions,  but  none  of  my  people  are  among  them.  "  A 
"  String. 

"  My  Brothers, 

^^  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  measuring  the 
''  Indian  country  may  be  delayed.  For  the  bad  people 
'^  will,  I  fear,  take  occasion  from  the  measuring  to  do 
'^  more  mischief.  Perhaps  the  measurers  will  be  kiUed, 
"  and  it  would  give  pain  to  me  and  my  nation  to  hear 
"  such  bad  news." 

The  Chief  then  spoke  as  from  himself. 
Brothers, 

You  have  made  a  good  clear  road  for  us  to  come  to 
you  without  danger  or  inconvenience,  I  have  found  it 
good  and  safe,  having  been  kindly  treated  every  where 
by  your  people.  We  will  do  the  same  for  them,  when 
they  have  occasion  to  pass  through  our  country. 
Brothers, 

I  request  you  would,  as  soon  as  possible,  let  me  know 
what  you  think  of  the  words  I  brought  from  my  father, 
that  I  may  acquaint  him  therewith,  and  that  mischief  to 
the  measurers  may  be  prevented. 

He  added,  that  he  was  going  to  New  York,  to  visit 
the  Congress,  and  that  he  had  a  curiosity  to  cross  the 
seas,  and  see  France. 

The  President  replied,  that  he  would  communicate 
the  words  to  the  Council,  and  on  Wednesday  give  an 
answer.  He  had  no  expectations  of  so  much  formality 
in  this  visit,  or  he  should  have  requested  a  meeting  of 
Council  to  receive  it. 
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July  5, 1786. 

Scotoah,  son  to  the  half  King  of  the  Wyandots,  with 
Monsieur  Drouillier,  his  interpreter,  coining  again  to  the 
President's  house,  the  President  spoke  to  him  as  follows. 
Brother, 

1  have  communicated  to  the  Council,  the  words  you 
delivered  to  me  from  my  father,  and  we  now  return  the 
answer  I  am  about  to  give  you,  to  be  sent  him. 
Our  Brother, 

We  are  glad  lo  learn  from  joa  that  there  are  no  bad 
afiairs  in  your  country,  and  that  all  is  well  with  you,  we 
hope  it  may  long  continue.     A  String,    ' 

We  know  there  are  some  bad  people  about  the  &lls, 
from  whence  we  sometimes  hear  of  mischief  done  by 
them,  we  are  glad  that  none  of  our  friends,  the  Wyan- 
dots,  are  among  them  ;  for  they  will  probably  soon  suffer 
for  their  evil  actions.  A  String. 
Our  Brother, 

This  State  of  Pennsylvania  measures  no  lands,  but 
what  has  been  fairly  purchased  of  the  Six  Nations. 
l%e  country  you  speak  of,  is  far  beyond  our  limits,  and 
the  measuring  of  it  under  the  direction  of  the  Congress. 
It  is  therefore  with  that  great  Council  to  consider  your 
friendly  advice  on  that  suliject.     A  String. 

The  President  then  acquainted  Sootosh,  that  as  he 
was  going  to  New  York,  the  Council  had  ordered  some 
money  to  be  given  to  him  for  his  travelling  expenses, 
(which  was  accordingly  done)  and  that  the  charge  of 
their  entertainment  while  here  would  also  be  defirayed  ; 
for  winch  he  returned  hearty  thanks.  He  was  at  the 
same  time  assured,  that  we  should  endeavor  always  to 
keep  the  road  between  us  as  open,  clear  and  safe  as  he 
had  found  it. 
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FROM  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN    TO    M.    GRAND. 

Philadelphia,  July  11,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  enclosed  some  letters  that  have  passed  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  Congress  and  me,  respecting  three 
millions  of  livres,  acknowledged  to  have  been  received 
before  the  treaty  of  February,  1778,  as  don  graitdt  from 
the  King,  of  which  only  two  millions  are  found  in  your 
accounts ;  unless  the  million  from  the  Farmers  General 
be  one  of  the  three.  I  have  been  assured  that  aU  the 
money  received  from  the  King,  whether  as  loan  or  gift, 
went  through  your  hands ;  and  as  I  always  looked  on  the 
million  we  had  of  the  Fanners  General  to  be  distinct 
from  what  we  had  of  the  Crown,  I  wonder  how  I  came 
to  sign  the  contract,  acknowledging  three  millions  of  gift, 
when,  in  reality,  there  was  only  two,  exclusive  of  that 
from  the  Farmers;  and,  as  both  you  and  I  examined  the 
project  of  the  contract  before  I  signed  it,  I  am  surprised, 
that  neither  of  us  took  notice  of  the  error. 

It  is  possible  that  the  million  furnished  ostensibly  by 
the  Farmers,  was  in  fact  a  gift  of  the  Crown,  in  which 
case,  as  Mr.  Thompson  observes,  they  owe  us  for  the 
two  ship  loads  of  tobacco,  which  they  received  on  ac- 
count of  it.  I  must  earnestly  request  of  you  to  get  this 
matter  explained,  that  it  may  stand  clear  before  I  die,  lest 
some  enemy  should  afterwards  accuse  me  of  having  re- 
ceived a  million  not  accounted  for. 

I  am,  fcc. 

B.  FKANKLIN. 


Vol.  II. 
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VROM  MONSIEUR   DUaiVAL   TO    H.    GRAND 

Translation. 

Venailles,  August  30, 1786. 
Sir, 
1  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  28th  of  this  month,  touching  the  advance 
of  a  million,  which  you  say  was  made  by  the  Farmers 
General  to  the  United  States  of  America,  the  3rd  of 
June,  1777.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that  advance. 
What  I  have  verified  is,  that  the  King,  by  the  contract 
of  the  25th  of  February,  1783,  has  confirmed  the  ^- 
tuitous  gift,  which  his  Majesty  had  previously  madie,  of 
the  three  millions  hereafter  ipoitioned,  viz.  oneimillion 
delivered  by  the  royal  treasury,  the  10th  of  June,  1736, 
and  two  other  millions  advanced  also  by  the  royal  trea- 
sufy,  in  1777,  on  four  receipts  of  the  Deputies  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  17th  of  January,  3rd  of  April,  10th  df 
June,  and  15th  of  October,  of  the  same  year.  This 
explanation  will,  sir,  I  hope,  resolve  your  doubt,  ^toudi- 
JQg  the  advance  of  tbeSid  of  June,  1777.  I  Anther 
recommend  to  you,  sir,  to  confer  on  this  subject ; with  M. 
Gojard,  who  ought* to  be  better  infonoed  than  wq,  who 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  advances,  but  those  made. by 
the  royal  treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DURIVAL. 
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FROM  MONSIKUR  DURIVAJU   TO   N.   0R4ND. 

Tranriation. 

Ventiilet^  September  5,  1766. 

Sir, 
I  laid  before  the  Count  De  Vergeanes,  the  two  let- 
te»  you  did  me  the  h<mor  to  write,  touchmg  the  three 
millioiit,  the  free  gift  of  which  the  King  hss  ccmfirmed  in 
fairor  of  the  United  Stotie^  ef  America.  The  Minister, 
sir,  'observed  that  this  p&  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
iBtHioii^  whieb^the  Congress  may  have  received  from  the 
FtanerS'CleiiMd  in  k777 ;  oonsequetttly  he  thinks,  that 
teincerpt,  wbicb-  fcnt^  desire  may  be  communicated  to 
you,  cannot  satisfy  the  object  of  youv  view,  and  that  it 
wouU  be  usdesB  to  ^ve  you  the  copy  which  you  desire. 

I  have  the  honop  to  be,  &o. 

DUftlVAL. 


FROM    M.    GRAND    TO   BENJABHN    FRANKLIN. 

Ptrifl,  September  9,  1786. 

My  Dear  Sir, 
The  letter  you  honored  me  with,  covered  the  copies 
of  three  letters,  which  Mr.  Thompson  wrote  you  to  ob- 
tain an  explanation  of  a  million,  which  is  not  to  be  found 
in  my  accounts.  I  should  have  been  very  much  embar- 
rassed^ in  Satisfyiiig  and  proving  to  him,  that  I  had  not 
put  that  million  in  my  pocket,  had  I  not  applied^  to  M. 
Durival,  wlie^,  as  you  will  see  by  the  answer  enclosed, 
idfomis  me,  that^  there  was  a  million  paid  by  the  loyal 
treasury,  on  the  lOtb  of  June,  n76.    This  is  the  very 
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million  about  which  Mr.  Thompson  mquires,  as  I  have 
kept  an  account  of  the  other  two  millions,  which  were 
also  furnished  by  the  royal  treasury,  viz.  the  one  million 
in  January  and  April,  1777,  the  other  in  July  and  Octo- 
ber of  the  same  year,  as  well  as  that  furnished  by  the 
Farmers  General  in  June,  1777. 

Here  then  are  the  three  millions  exactly,  which  were 
giyen  by  the  King  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  and  that 
furnished  by  the  Fanners  General.  Nothing  then  re- 
mains to  be  known,  but  who  received  the  first  million  in 
June,  1776.  It  could  not  be  myself,  as  I  was  not  charg- 
ed with  the  business  of  Congress,  until  January,  1777. 
I  therefore  requested  of  M.  Durival  a  copy  of  the  re- 
ceipt for  the  one  million.  Tou  have  the  answer,  which 
he  returned  to  me.  I  wrote  to  him  again,  renewing  my 
request,  but  as  the  courier  is  just  setting  off,  I  cannot 
give  you  his  answer,  but  you  will  receive  it  in  my  next, 
if  I  obtain  one. 

In  the  meanwhile,  I  beg  you  will  receive  the  assur- 
ances of  the  sentiments  of  respect,  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

GRAND. 


FROM  M.  DURIVAJk   TO  M.    GRAND. 

Translation 

VerMtUes,  September  10,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  laid  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  as  you 
seemed  to  desire,  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  yesterday.     The  Minister  persists  in  the  opinion. 
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that  the  receipt,  the  copy  of  which  you  request,  has  np 
relation  to  the  business  with  which  you  were  entrusted  on 
behalf  of  Congress,  and  that  this  piece  would  be  useless 
in  the  new  point  of  view  in  which  you  have  placed  it. 
Indeed,  sir,  it  is  easy  for  you  to  prove  that  the  money  m 
question  was  not  delivered  by  the  Royal  Treasury  into 
your  bands,  as  you  did  not  begin  to  be  charged  with  the 
business  of  Congress  until  January,  1777,  and  the  receipt 
for  that  money  is  of  the  10th  of  June,  1776. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DURIVAL. 


FROtt  M.    GRAND   TO   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  September  12,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  hazard  a  letter  in  hopes  it  may  be  able  to  join  that  of 
the  9th  at  L'Orient,  m  order  to  forward  to  you  the  an- 
swer I  have  just  received  from  M.  Durival.  You  will 
there  see,  that  notwithstandmg  my  entreaty,  the  Minister 
himself  refuses  to  give  me  a  copy  of  the  receipt  which  I 
asked  for.  I  cannot  conceive  the  reason  for  this  reserve, 
more  especially  since,  if  there  has  been  a  million  paid, 
he  who  has  received  it  has  kept  the  account,  and  it  must 
in  time- be  known.  I  shall  hear  with  pleasure,  that  you 
have  been  more  fortunate  in  this  respect  in  America  than 
I  have  been  in  France  ;  and  I  repeat  to  you  the  assu- 
rance of  the  sentiments  of  regard  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 

GRAND. 


C9  BERJAION   FBANKUH. 

FJIOM   BSNJAMIN    FBANKLUi   TO   JOHN   JAY. 

PldliidelpliSAi  November  31»  1786.  * 

Sir, 

I  sMi  the  i^iiclosed  papeis,  reqnestiDg  your  perusaf  of 
them,  and  tkat  you  woald  let  me  know  what  answer  I 
may  uake  to  Sir  Edward  Newenbam  and  Ctenefat  Wash- 
iiogton.  I  have  kaown  Sir  Edward  many  years,  and  that 
he  was  always  a  firm  friend  to  our  cause,  and  rendered 
many  substantial  services  to  our  countrymen  that  happen- 
ed to  be  j^riscMiers  in  Ireland.  Hitherto  we  have  parried 
the  infimte  number  of  French  applications  for  consul- 
ships m  their  ports,  by  acqadnting  them  with  the  law 
of  Congress  to  appoint  none  but  citizens.  I  know  not 
whether  the  Congress  will  think  fit  to  deviate  in  this  in- 
stance, as  it  will  open  a  door  ftxr  boundless  solicitation ; 
thou^  I  eouhi  wish  Sr  Edward's  merit  could  have  some 
mark  conferred  on  it,  of  the  gratitude  and  reg^  of  our 
Slateei^  I  do  not  ptetend  to  solicit  Congress  ki  his  &for^- 
having  no  opinion  of  my  interest. 

With  gifeal  lespect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  be 

B.  FRANKUN. 

PteiBMe  to  return  the  letters  when  done  with. 


Sm  El>WABD   mEWEKHiUI  TO  BElUaKIIf  WmJOftKUN. 

Belle  Ghimpe,  Jttif  W,  178^. 

My  Deaf  Friendi, 
t  kno#  not  boir  to  apolbgiee  for  the  Kberty  I  now 
tdM.    Your  own  goodness  of  heart  must  seal  my  perdott. 
I  can  only  say,  that  were  our  situations  changed,  1 
shouM  dd  die  same  for  you. 
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I  have  fixed  my  son,  Mr.  JRobeit  O^dAagfaan  tiem- 
enham,  at  Maneilles,  where  his  sister  Uves ;  she  is  «iar- 
•ried  to  Mr.  Folsdi  of  Itaat  <city,  and  Consul  for  Swndeii 
at  that  and  the  neighboring  ports ;  J  imreat  aU  bis  jfor- 
tune  in  the  trade  of  that  rismg  city^  where  be  >WilI  ainend 
•the  lest  of  hb  dajrs. 

He  has  often  addressed  me  to  solicit  this  fnver;  at  test 
•his  (peiaevenuice  And  sanguine  bofies  of  success,  have 
•induced  ine  to  aeeend  ibis  <w]sh.    It  is  to  bftve  -the  dislan- 
^ished  honor  eonfened  lupon  hkn  bjr  Ihe  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  of  bemg  appdimed  their 
Consul  at  the  port  of  MarseSles.    I  wiU  be  hound  in  any 
penal  sum  f(nr!his  good  conduct.    I  can  assert,  'on  the 
most  sacred  word  of  man,  that  he  b  blessed  mA  rthe 
purest  principles  of  integrity  and  virtue :  he  is  attentiive 
tohisAeli^ous/and  cl?3  ^duties.;  he  has  exceeding  good 
natural  parts,  and  is  well  read  in  history ;  speaks  French 
perfectly,  and    is  now    learning  all  other    languages. 
Though  be  hxaj  son,  I  woidd  not  ascribe  merits  or  vir^ 
tues  to  hkn,  which  he  did  not  really  possess.     He  was 
alwajTS  warm  in  the  cause  of  America,  as  all  the  rest  of 
my  fiuniily'(one  only  accepted)  have  be^.    May  I  then, 
my  deur>and  rec^pected  friend,  entreat  your  {larenlal  sqK- 
citatiop  in  &v(»r  of  a  beioved  and  diuiful  son ;  -thus  !to 
honor  the  parent  and  raise  the  son  into  future  conse- 
qu^iee.    It  wiU  be  -mine  and  my  family's  pride  to  have 
my  son  distinguished  by  Congress,  (lliat  gl(Hriou6  assem- 
bly of  patriots)  in  whose  cause  I  so  eafly  engaged;  whose 
interest  I  sjupported;  whose  suffering  sailors  I  often  re- 
lieved ;  and  I  believe  the  active  part  I  took  ufi  preventing 
more  troops  to  be  sent  out  of  ibis  kingdom  to  kee|i  up 
the  devastation  of  ^war  in  America,  is  well  known  to  Con- 
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gress.  /  never  deserted  their  cause  when  victory  appear- 
ed doubtJiU,  though  my  estate,  and  perhaps  my  life, 
would  have  been  forfeited,  had  not  their  own  persever- 
ance (aided  by  Heaven)  overcome  difficulties  then  deem- 
ed insurmountable. 

This  request  and  circumstances  being  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  Tou,  will,  I  trust,  ensure  success.  I  shall  be 
proud  to  shew  my  countrymen,  that  my  zeal  for  Ameri- 
can mdependence  has  been  rewarded  in  th^  most  honora- 
ble manner,  and  that  the  saviors  of  American  freedom 
bear  a  reciprocal  regard  for  their  Irish  friends. 

I  shall  impatiently  expect  the  honor  of  an  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  with  the  most  sincere 
and  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obliged  and 
obedient  humble  servant. 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 


FROM  SIR  EDWARD  NEWENHAN  TO    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

Belle  Champe,  Augutt  12, 1786. 

Sb, 
I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  two  letters,  one  for  the 
President,  and  the  other  for  Congress,  towards  obtaining 
what  I  really  think  my  services  have  some  claim  to.  If 
it  was  no  more  than  being  the  chief  means  of  stopping  the 
sending  off  the  whole  army  of  Ireland  to  assist  in 
the  subjugation  of  the  'freemen  of  North  America.  I 
leave  the  introduction  of  this  matter  to  your  superior  wis- 
dom. It  is  a  novel  and  free  mode  of  a  private  freeman, 
soliciting  a  favor  and  honor  from  an  Assembly  of  free- 
men; but,  conscious  of  my  services  and  zeal  in  support  of 
their  cause,  I  entertain  the  fondest  hopes  of  success. 
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M J  fQQ  19  jT^ally  deeerviog  of  aoj  trust;  bf  hw  tht 
\mH  of  principl^Sy  and  as  Jb^  19  now,  fpiever,  beoooM  a 
«ubje(ct  of  jom  magnanimoua  ally,  he  is  a  fit  object  for 
Americitfi  honors;  you  can  easily  form  an  idea  how  pioii4 
it  would  n^ake  me,  and  how  |deased  the  fnend^  of  Aina*- 
rica  in  this  kingdom  will  be,  at  his  promotion. 

I  have  lately  recetyed  a  valuable  present  of  trees  and 
seeds  from  Colonel  Wadsworth  of  Connecticut  State ; 
and  the  trees  promise  well ;  planting  is  my  chief  amuse- 
ment, and  as  I  do  all  the  nice  parts  myself,  sowing  th^ 
seed,  pruning,  budding,  &c.  I  never  leave  any  thing  to 
a  gardener,  therefore  I  have  one  of  the  most  healthy  and 
promiaing  plantations  in  the  kingdom.  I  brought  the  seeds 
of  the  largest  fir  trees,  in  that  part  of  the  Alps  near  St. 
Bernard,  to  this  place,  and  the  plants  are  m  the  most 
pronusing  state ;  it  is  the  finest  deal  in  Europe,  but  not 
much  used,  as  the  expense  is  so  great  in  bringing  the  tim- 
ber oyer  such  a  tract  of  mountains ;  it  is  peculiar  only  to 
one  spot. 

I  3end  you  a  few  newspapecs;  by  them  you  will  see  the 
apcounts  of  the  white  boys  in  this  country  ;  who  never 
would  have  got  up,  if  Government  had  not  insulted  the 
yolunt^rs ;  they  now  wish  for  the  volunteers  to  repel 
th^m,  but  none  will  march  against  them,  except  a  few 
ministerial  dependents. 

Lady  Newenham  joins  me  in  the  warmest  respects  and 
highest  jnegards  for  you  and  your  grandson.  She  is  so 
anxjoiis  in  this  aSair,  that  if  it  could  ensure  success,  she 
would  cross  the  Atlantic  to  obtain  it,  her  parental  heart  is 
so  elated  with  the  idea  of  it. 

I  shall,  towards  the  latter  and  of  November,  impatient- 
VoL.  iu-^9 
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ly  hope  for  the  honor  of  an  answer.      I  have  written  to 

Gen.  Washington  and  Mr.  Jay  to  request  their  support/ 

This  goes  by  the  Dublin  packet,  Captain  Alcorn.    I 

« 

have  the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  and  ever  respected 
friend,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant. 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 


FROM    SIR    EDWARD    NEWENHAM    TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF 

CONGRESS. 

Belle  Champe,  near  Dublin,     ^ 
August  12,  1786.  > 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  letter 
for  the  honorable  Congress.  I  might  give  a  list  of  ser- 
vices, done  in  the  most  perilous  times;  I  might  give  my 
account  of  expenditures ;  but  those  having  been  done  and 
incurred  through  principle,  I  cannot  claim  credit  for  them; 
my  wish  is  to  be  honored  by  my  fellow-patriots.;  that  wil] 
be  my  glory,  and  the  pride  of  a  family  early  attached  to 
yours  and  the  liberties  of  your  countrymen. 

I  may  have  erred  in  the  mode  of  application;  but  I 
have  not  wilfully  omitted  applying  in  the  most  respectfid 
manner,  therefore  entreat  indulgence  for  any  mistake. 

I  now  beg  leave,  sir,  to  apologize  to  you  for  the  liberty 
I  have  taken,  and  the  trouble  I  presume  to  give  you,  to 
lay  the  enclosed  before  you.  The  Honorable  Doctor 
Franklin  will  readily  inform  you  of  his  opinion  on  this 
subject,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c. 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 
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^  nOM    SIB   EDWABD  NEWENHAN   TO    CONOBES9. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  the  President  and  Menken 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America. 

Belle  Champe,  near  Dublin,     > 
August  12,  1786.  3 

Sirs, 

I  trust  that  this  mode  of  addressing  so  respectable  and 
magnaDimous  an  assembly,  will  not  be  deemed  presump- 
tuous in  a  private  individual,  who  so  early  and  wannly 
supported  the  just  rights  of  the  freemen  of  North  Ame- 
rica. 

It  will  be  my  pride  to  have  one  of  my  family  honored 
by  you.  It  will  shew  my  friends  and  yours  in  this  king- 
dom, that  my  zealous  endeavors  to  support  American  in- 
dependence are  most  amply  rewarded. 

My  humble  desire  is  to  have  my  son  Robert  O'Cal- 
laghan  Newenham  honored  with  the  important  trust  of 
being  Consul  for  the  United  States  of  North  America,  at 
the  port  of  Marseilles,  in  the  kingdom  of  France. 

He  is  settled  there  in  the  mercantile  line,  his  whole  for- 
tune is  to  be  remitted,  and  he  is  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  his  days  there. 

In  my  pretensions  to  so  distinguished  an  honor,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  Honorable  Doctor  Benjamin  Vrank- 
lin.  I  believe  I  need  not  refer  to  the  public  prints  of 
those  days,  when  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
was  deemed  a  bold  character  for  an  Irishman  to  support. 
That  friend  I  gloried  in  being  and  ever  shall. 

I  shall  not  presume  to  add  more,  only  that  you  cannot 
find  a  man  of  better  principles,  purer  mtegrity,  or  warmer 
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zeal  in  your  service,  than  my  son.  As  such  I  recom- 
mend him,  and  will  be  answerable  for  the  faithfUl  dis-' 
•harge  o(  his  doty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 


FROM    LADY    GRACE    ANNA    NEWENHAM    TO   BENJAMIN 

FRANKLn^. 

Belfe  Oiampe,  August  3t,  1786. 

Dear  Sr, 

Periiih:  me  to  solicit  youi'  ^ppo^  towards  obtitining 
the  honor  of  my  son,  Robert  O'Callaghan  Newenham, 
tieing  appointed  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
at  Marseilles.  Sir  Edwtnrd  has  settled  him  there,  proba- 
bly for  5fe.  Thfe  appointment  must  be  of  service  to 
him,  as  well  as  an  honor  to  his  fitther  and  me. 

I  would  not  offer  to  solicit  your  respectable  friendiship, 
did  I  not  know  he  will  not  disgrace  your  protecti&n — 
Ms  heart  and  his  principles  are  equally  good,  and  he 
possesses  an  intelligence  and  sobriety  of  conduct  much 
bejTond  his  years. 

Befieve  me,  sir,  I  am  iiilly  sensible  of  the  impropriety 
of  my  thus  intruding  upon  you;  but  when  I  consider  the 
character  I  am  addressing,  I  am  encouraged  to  expect 
etery  allowaotice  for  a  mother's  pleacfing  (or  the  interest 
ahd  honor  of  a  belbved  son,  and  if  I  do  not  succeed  in 
Biy  wishes  for  him,  I  shall  fee!  secure  of  pardon,  from 
tte  tmiversal  philanthropy  with  which  you  are  so  emi- 
nently distinguished.     I  am,  Ssc. 

GRACE  ANNA  NEWENtfAM. 

I  rei}uest  niy  cdihpliMentd  to  ymi  ^ttxnAbn. 
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WWIOM  «BOBGK   WASHINGTON   TO   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

Mount  Veienort,  INbveiiAer  3^  1786. 

The  lettefr,  of  which  I  hftre  the  honor  to  ekiclose  your 
EhEceilendy  an  extmct,  arid  the  addressee,  casne  to  mj 
hands  a  few  days  sinee.  Whedter  the  ktter  are  origi- 
nals or  copies,  and  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken 
in  complifitnee  with  Sir  Ed/vrard  Neweidiam's  wishes,  you 
Cflin  letter  deeide  thfta  I ;  also,  if  there  has  not,  what  is 
hen  to>  be  doii^  With  the  application. 

If  t  mistake  not,  this  case  militates^  with  a  resolve  of 
C^]igres£i,  which  declares  that  none  but  citizens  ei  these 
United  States  shstll  hold  consular  ap^intment^  under  it^ 
ftut  how  filr  the  singtdarity  of  the  application,  bom  sudi 
at  character,  and  under  such  enumeration  of  circnniBtatt- 
ces,  may  occasion  a  departure'  therefrom  (if  my  belief 
is  founded)  is  not  fisf  me  to  decide. 

This  letter  to  you,  my  good  sir,  is  the  first  move  I 
have  made  in  this  business,  and  I  will  await  your  senti- 
ments befoile  I  make  another. 

I  am,  &c. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


Ettrad  of  a  tetter  from    Sir  Edwdrd  N&ufenhcati  to 

George    Washington. 

Belle  Champey  near  Dublin,     > 
Atiglitft  1%  1796.  3 

Dtear  Sir, 
"  May  I  presume  to  solicit  your  firiendship  in  obtikiDiiig 
the  wish  of  «  wb(^  fBdSy,  vit :  t&  htti^  ciM  of  them 
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honored  by  the  Congress  of  American  patriots.  Tha 
idea  originated  with  my  son — he  b  so  good  and  virtuous 
a  young  man,  that  I  can  boldly  assert  he  never  will  dis- 
honor any  confidence  reposed  in  him ;  he  has  been 
warm  in  yours  and  your  country's  cause  from  the  begin- 
ning ;  his  future  life  is  fixed  at  M&rseilles,  where  his  for- 
tune is  vested,  his  third  sister  is  married  there — ^he  wants 
no  salary,  it  is  tlie  honor  he  solicits  for. 

I  cannot  express  how  anxious  I  am  to  obtain  his  wish. 
The  mode  I  have  adopted  is  novel,  but  it  occurred  to 
me  as  the  most  respectful.  I  have  acquainted  Doctor 
Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay  with  this  afikir,  and  had  time 
been  allowed,  I  am  confident  that  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  would  write  most  warmly  in  our  favor ;  but  as 
this  is  the  only  opportunity  of  a  safe  conveyance,  that  I 
can  have  for  some  time,  I  could  not  delay  it ;  the  ship 
Dublin  Packet,  Captain  Alcorn,  sails  to-morrow  for 
Philadelphia,  and  this  will  be  committed  to  his  care." 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

NewYorky  December  30,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  on  the  27th  day  of  November  last,  with  the  papers 
mentioned  to  be  enclosed  with  it,  which  shall  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  as  soon  as  they  make  a  house. 

Letters  from  Sir  Edward  Newenham  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, had  been  previously  received,  but  the  want  of  an 
adequate  representation  in  Congress  has  hitherto  prevent- 
ed, and  still  prevents,  a  decision  on  it. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM    JOHN  JAT  TO  THE    PRESIDEITT   OF    PENN8TLVANIA. 

New  York,  February  8,  1787. 

Mr.  Jay  presents  his  compliments  to  his  Excellency 
Doctor  Franklin,  and,  agreeable  to  his  request,  has  the 
honor  of  returning  herewith  enclosed,  the  letters  trans- 
mitted in  the  Doctor's  letter  of  the  21st  November  last. 
Those  letters,  with  others  on  the  same  subject,  were  laid' 
before  Congress,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  act  which 
confines  their  appointment  of  Consuls  to  citizens,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  Congress  would  most  readily  have  com- 
plied with  Sir  Edward  Newenham's  request. 


FROM   JOHN    JAT    TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

New  York,  Fcbruaiy  24,  1787. 

Sir, 
I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lady  Newenham  on 
the  subject  of  the  application  of  Sir  Edward  for  the  con- 
sulship of  Marseilles  for  their  son.  The  solicitude  of  that 
amiable  family,  to  obtain  that  mark  of  the  notice  of  the 
United  States,  seems  so  fervent,  that  considering  their 
uniform  and  zealous  attachment  to  America,  the  necessity 
of  disappointing  their  hopes  is  to  be  regretted,  especially 
too,  as  the  object  of  their  wishes  is  fiur  from  being  a  very 
important  one.  If  Mr.  Newenham  would  come  to  this 
country  and  be  naturalized  in  either  of  the  States,  I  pre- 
sume the  objection  arising  from  the  act  of  Congress, 
which  confines  these  appointments  to  citizens,  would  be 
removed ;  and  on  the  least  intimation  that  he  would  then 
have  the  honor  he  solicits,  I  apprehend  he  would  not 
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hesitate  to  take  this  step.  It  would,  however,  be  impro- 
per for  me  to  suggest  such  a  hint  to  Sir  Edward,  unless 
authorized  by  Congre3S  tp  do  it ;  andl  take  the  liberty 
of  paentioning  this  expedient,  firom  an  opinion  that  no- 
tbif^g  but  the  act  in  question  restrains  Congress  fisom 
complying  with  his  request,  and  gpratifying  the  wishes  of 
that  good  friend  of  our  poiuntry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  he. 

JOHN  JAY. 


rROM   BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN    TO      JOHN   JAY. 

Philadelphia,  January  3rd,  1787. 
Sir. 
Mr.  Samuel  Vaughan,  jr.  has  informed  me  thai  be  pur- 
poses applying  to  Congress,  for  an  employment  in  their 
mtended  Mint,  and  for  some  encouragement  pD  explore 
thie  United  States  with  respect  to  the  ores,  minerals  he, 
tl^t  may  be  containe4  io  i^ei^^  territories,  and  has  re* 
gueisted  of  m^  a  line  of  recommendation  tp  you.  I  do 
aof  know  bow  fer  his  views  mi^y  be  compatible  ifith  tho^e 
of  Congress,  nor  do  I  presume  to  have  any  interest  that 
n^y  piomofe  them ;  but  if  it  may  be  of  us0  to  him^  } 
witl^  pleasure,  give  this  testimony  that  I  have  known 
hjm  some  years,  during  which  he  has  been  constantly  en- 
gfiged  in  the  diiigent  study  of  metalhirgy  and  mineralogy, 
and  in  travelling  throu^  most  of  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope^ where  there  are  mines,  apd  where  those  sciences 
flourish,  to  inspect  the  one  ajad  converse  with  the  learned 
mi  experienced  professors  of  the  other;  that  he  h»s 
brought  with  him  to  tl^is  country,  a  most  valuable  coUec- 
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tion  of  books  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  a  very  great  as- 
sortment of  an  the  different  ores,  &c.,  and  that  I  esteem, 
him  as  a  man  of  probity  and  integrity,  as  well  as  of  great 
skin  and  ingenuity,  so  that  in  my  opinion,  if  induced  to 
stay  among  us  with  his  coHections,  it  wiU  be  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  our  country. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  to  be,  &c. 

B.  FRANKUN. 


FROM  SAMUEL  VAUGHAN  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Pluladelphia,  December  39,  1786. 

Sir, 

Sfince  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  I  have  enter- 
tained some  thoughts,  with  the  concurrence  of  my  friends, 
of  oflfering  myself  as  a  candidate  for  one  of  the  offices 
in  the  Mint  lately  established  by  Congress ;  and  m  thb 
case,  I  have  little  doubt  your  £ivoring  me  with  your  coun- 
sel, and  if  the  idea  meets  your  approbation,  of  then  assist- 
ing me  with  that  recommendation  only,  for  which  your 
acquaintance  with  me,  might  be  a  foundation.  As  to  a 
friend,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  speaking  fuUy  of  my 
views,  and  I  shaU  hope  for  your  indulgence,  in  attending 
Cor  a  few  moments  to  them. 

I  am  too  much  an  advocate  for  liberty  of  retirement, 
ever  to  seek  an  office  to  form  my  object  in  life ;  my  cir- 
cumstances and  connexions  render  me  perfectly  indepen- 
dent of  every  pecuniary  motive ;  and  I  hope  I  have 
more  meritorious  reasons  for  my  conduct  than  any  exter- 
nal applause.  I  am  induced,  sir,  to  offer  myself  m  this 
line,  as  the  one  in  which  I  could  be  the  most  emmently 
useful,  and  which  I  could  execute  with  the  greatest  self 
Vol.  II.— 10 
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approbation.    I  appeal,  sir,  to  your  own  knowledge  of 
my  studies  and  travels,  for  a  presumption  of  my  ability 
for  this  office,  as  coinage  is,  particularly  in  Germany,  one 
of  the  inferior  branches  to  cherabtry  and  mineralogy. 
However,  the  best  chosen  collection  of  books  in  this  con- 
tinent, in  this  line,  a  collection  of  minerals  that  would  be 
very  respectable  even  in  Europe,  and  a  perfect  apparatus 
for  every  operation,  particularly  for  assaying,  which  I  have 
just  received  from  Europe,  will  carry  a  still  stronger 
proof  of  my  having  made  metallurgy  a  considerable  ob- 
ject of  my  attention.     Exclusively,  I  pretend  to  connex- 
ions in  Europe,  that  lead  me  to  imagine  I  could  execute 
the  proposed  plan  more  perfectly  and  more  economically, 
than  it  is  likely  may  be  done  by  perhaps  any  one  on  this 
continent.     I  should  be  happy  to  be  nominated  to  the 
appointment  in  question,  provided  that  it  was  not  to  be 
considered  as  binding  for  more  than  from  three  to  six 
years,  and  provided  that  six  weeks  or  two  months  in  the 
year  might  be  allowed  me,  when  the  Mint  was  once  in  a 
regular  train,  for  an  attention  to  my  private  concerns.     I 
cannot  help  here  observing,  that  there  seems  to  be  an 
error  made  by  Congress  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Mint. 
It  is  the  establishment  of  separate  offices,  to  appearance, 
also  independent  of  each  other,  and  nearly  on  a  level. 
One  director,  to  which  every  department  should  be  sub- 
servient, would  be  less  expensive,  more  regular  and  ex- 
peditious, and  less  liable  to  miscarriage. 

My  ultimate  object,  sir,  in  seeking  this  employment, 
is  not  the  mint,  the  direction  of  which,  in  itself,  would 
be  a  trifle ;  but  another  more  important  and  extensive. 
It  is  the  exploring  the  mineral  productions  of  the  United 
States.    It  is  the  public  utility  and  my  inclinations  that 
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I  consult;  not  my  personal  emolument.  The  object 
would  require  some  years,  and  to  pursue  it  at  my  own 
private  expense  would  be  too  great  a  sacrifice.  I  shall 
not  only,  be  satisfied  if  my  extraordinary  disbursements 
are  paid,  but  I  wish  to  save  that  expense  to  the  State, 
by  uniting  the  pursuit  with  an  office,  the  duties  of  which 
will  be  extremely  cumbersome  ;  and  as  unconnected 
with  my  own  plan,  I  should  derive  neither  satisiaction, 
honor  or  profit ;  if  my  own  ideas  are  not  approved  of  by 
yourself,  I  beg  you  to  interest  yourself  no  further  on  the 
subject.  I,  however,  imagine  that  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  the  union,  and  that  when  the  mint  is  once  estab- 
lished, and  in  a  regular  train,  as  much  time  may  be 
spared  as  the  seasons  would  allow,  to  apply  to  the  ob- 
ject in  question. 

The  plan  that  I  would  have  the  honor  to  propose, 
would  be,  to  travel  through  the  most  inhabited  parts  of 
the  country,  to  determine  the  difierent  mineral  produc- 
tions, and  give  the  result  of  my  inquiries  to  the  public, 
in  difierent  and  easy  modes  of  information.  To  pomt 
out  the  ores  proper  for  the  extraction  of  the  several 
metals;  clay  for  bricks,  crucible  work  in  the  various 
manufactures,  pottery,  queen's  ware  or  porcelain ;  lime 
and  marl  for  fluxes,  manure  or  cement ;  sand  proper  for 
making  o  fglass,  for  casting,  or  colors  ;  coal  for  its  various 
applk^ations;  common  salt  in  countries  distant  from  navi- 
gation, and  salt  springs ;  and  strata  of  other  salts,  for 
alum,  soap,  powder,  &c.  besides  an  infinity  of  other  min- 
eral productions,  necessary  to  society.  Mineralogy  is  at 
present  reduced  to  a  regular  science ;  it  is  found  of  late, 
that  the  mountains  in  the  universe  are  not  the  confused 
mass  of  substances  formerly  supposed,  but  are  so  homo- 
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geneous  as  to  give  sufficient  grounds  for  systems  of  sub- 
terranean geography  ;  and  have  a  certain  regularity,  that 
to  one  informed  in  this  science,  renders  the  exploring  of 
a  country  but  seldom  difficult.  The  only  objections  to 
my  mind,  arise  from  the  badness  of  the  roads  in  some 
parts,  and  the  prejudices  of  individuals  m  others ;  and 
this  latter  renders  the  sanction  of  the  public  authority  the 
more  necessary. 

Not,  however,  to  occasion  too  high  expectations  being 
formed  of  this  plan,  I  must  add,  sir,  that  I  cannot,  not- 
withstanding what  I  have  said  above,  pretend  in  every 
case  to  point  out  directly,  the  place  where  a  man  may 
find  the  substance  he  stands  m  need  of,  particularly  the 
metab.  My  province  wiU  only  be  to  indicate  the  most 
probable  places  of  research.  It  is  possible,  with  consi- 
derable accuracy,  to  determine  every  kind  of  strata  in  a 
country,  but  not  to  point  out  the  presence  of  every  ad- 
ventitious substance,  not  a  necessary  and  constituent  part 
of  that  strata,  but  which,  when  existing,  might  be  found 
in  that  strata  alone.  Thus,  there  is  a  kind  of  copper  ore 
found  only  in  a  certain  species  of  slate.  I  might  discover 
where  that  slate  is,  but  it  is  a  chance  to  determine 
whether  tlie  ore  is  in  it,  and  will  be  impossible  fiirther  to 
determine,  whether  in  sufficient  quantity  to  deserve  no- 
tice. It  is  again  easy  to  determine  whether  certain  strata 
exist  in  a  country,  but  not  whether  they  are  proper  for 
the  uses  we  require.  Thus  clay  or  coal  may  be  found, 
but  it  must  be  the  object  of  particular  research  to  know 
whether  the  first  is  sufficiently  free  from  metals  or  acids 
for  porcelain,  or  the  latter  of  a  proper  purity  to  apply  to 
the  working  of  metals.  In  short,  it  is  not  to  discover 
the  particular  spot  where  every  substance  may  be  found 
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with  every  necessary  circumstaiice,  for  applicaticm  to  the 
various  manufiictures  m  which  the  same  mmeral  may  be 
used,  but  to  give  the  general  system  of  the  country,  and 
the  probable  places  b  which  different  manufacturers  may 
search  for  their  several  objects.  The  assertion  which  i 
have  made,  of  there  bemg  a  certam  determinate  order  of 
strata,  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  of  which  we  have,  as 
yet,  any  accounts,  you  may  imagine  to  have  some  foun- 
dation also,  in  this  ccmtinent,  from  the  common  observa- 
tion of  the  mountains  running  in  ranges ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  the  extent  of  this  continent  points  out  the  labor 
and  time  that  it  will  be  requbite  to  devote  to  the  subject, 
before  we  can  flatter  ourselves  with  any  considerable  re- 
tum.^  So  far,  sir,  for  my  plan  ;  I  will  now  touch  upon 
the  expediency  of  it. 

The  encouragement  of  mining  has,  by  many  sensible 
people  on  this  continent,  been  highly  reprobated,  as  like- 
ly to  turn  to  the  prejudice  of  the  community ;  many  ex- 
amples offering  in  this  country  in  their  favor,  in  cases  of  a 
want  of  success,  and  that  of  Spain,  where  they  have  the  most 
decided.  But,  sir,  in  this,  as  in  every  thing  else,  ignor- 
ance is  the  source  of  error.  What  should  a  rational  man, 
short  of  disappointment,  expect  in  the  application  of 
a  science,  with  the  first  rudiments  of  which  he  was  total- 
ly unacquainted  ?  Minmg  in  Sweden,  Denmark,  Crer- 
many,  and  lately  in  France  and  Russia,  where  they  are 
guided  by  experience  and  instruction,  is  a  manufocture  in 
the  strictest  point  of  view  ;  being,  as  in  the  case  of  every 
manufacture,  governed  by  the  rarity  of  the  first  materials, 
and  the  labor  spent  in  producing  them.  And  further, 
they  are  as  well  calculated,  and  carried  on  with  as  much 
certainty  of  the  produce,  in  relation  to  the  expense,  as 
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almost  in  any  other  manufacture.     On  the  other  hand^ 
evil  efiects  are  produced  in  Spain,  not  by  the  pursuit  of 
mining,  but  by  the  depravity  of  the  Legislature.     In  a  free 
country,  every  thing  tends  to  an  equality,  and  there  is  only 
that  difference  existing,  necessary  to  reward  the  indus- 
trious.    No  evil  can  arise  but  luxury,  which  carries  with 
it  its  own  cure;  and  otherwise,  I  believe  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  prove  any  gift  of  nature  to  be  hurtful,  where 
freedom  of  inquiry  is  permitted,  and  still  less  where  it  b 
encouraged,  and  the  human  mind  guided  by  the  precepts 
of  reason.     But  although  mining  forms  a  capital  object 
in  the  present  plan,  it  is  by  no  means  the  principal  one, 
and  much  less  does  the  valuable  metals  form  a  considera- 
ble part  of  it.     As  we  have  as  yet  had  but  little  informa- 
tion of  any  signs  of  gold  or  silver  in  these  States,  there 
is  little  likelihood  of  their  presence  in  any  considerable 
quantity.     The  most    necessary   ones  in   our  conmion 
economy  are  the  most  plentiful.     If,  sir,  you  pursue  the 
list  which  I  have  begun,  some  pages  back  you  will  find 
that  the  metak  are  the  least  numerous  subjects  of  demand; 
and  if  you  consider  the  attention  of  most  European  na- 
tions, to  the  procuring,  working,  and  combining  the  metals 
and  the  knowledge  requbite,  you  will  perhaps  agree  that 
America  b  likely  to  attend  to  more  simple  manufactures. 
It  is  true  that  America  offers  little  encouragement  in  the 
present  moment,  for  the  establbhment  of  manufactures; 
but  whoever  understands  the  causes  of  thb  situation,  must 
at  the  same  time  perceive  their  daily  and  rapid  decrease. 
It  is  impossible  but  America  must  be  a  manu&cturing  coun- 
try, as  well  as  an  agricultural  one.     Its  nature  and  situa- 
tion will  render  their  exbtence  necessary.     And  if  in  the 
neighborhood  of  navigation,  the  cheapness  of  European 
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labor  may  prevent  their  pursuit,  yet  when  the  inland  parts 
become  inhabited,  the  expense  of  both  water  and  land  car- 
riage will  render  their  establishment,  in  such  situations, 
easy  and  profitable.  But  let  this  period  happen  when  it 
will,  no  argument  can  arise  from  it  against  the  present 
plan.  The  time  of  inquuy  should  precede  the  want,  and 
the  greater  the  present  difficulties,  the  more  necessary  to 
lend  a  helping  hand.  England,  famous  for  its  manufac- 
tures, particularly  of  mineral  productions,  blessed  as  it  is 
with  the  utmost  exclusive  possession  of  some  substances  to 
distribute  to  its  sister  nations,  greatly  fails  in  most  sciences 
that  would  assist  the  research  of  individuals  for  raw  ma- 
terials, or  when  found,  of  procuring  them  with  the  great- 
est economy.  There  is  not  a  single  book  I  am  acquaint- 
ed with  in  the  English  language,  made  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  individuals  in  the  several  sciences,  requisite  to  give 
them  proper  views  of  those  objects ;  and  it  is  the  reason 
why,  in  England,  mining  is  so  hazardous  and  uncertain; 
nay,  often  ruinous.  It  is  the  reason,  also,  why  mineral 
pursuits  are  so  contracted  there,  and  why  the  inhabitants 
of  these  States  labor  under  the  same  disadvantages. 

The  inactivity  or  inadvertency  of  Government  in  not 
procuring  proper  instructions  for  its  subjects,  is  the  cause 
of  the  backwardness  of  England  in  almost  every  branch 
of  mineral  knowledge.  The  object  is  too  expensive  for 
patriotic  individuals,  requires  the  union  of  too  many 
branches  of  science,  and  the  sacrifice  of  too  considerable 
a  proportion  of  time.  In  more  despotic  countries,  where 
the  education  of  the  people  depends  more  on  the  govern- 
ment, the  rulers,  if  they  have  cramped  their  ideas  on  sub- 
jects, where  the  light  of  nature  is  almost  a  sufficient  di- 
rector, have  thought  it  necessary  to  instruct  them  in  those 
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which  required  extent  of  knowledge,  experience  and 
penetration.  France,  ambitious  that  its  subjects  should 
enjoy  the  greatest  blessings  offered  by  nature  compatible 
with  the  constitution  of  its  government,  employed  fixir 
eminent  men  the  greatest  part  of  their  lives  in  travelling 
through  different  countries,  to  determine  the  subterranean 
geography  of  the  earth,  the  modes  of  procuring  the  dif- 
ferent mmeral  productions,  and  their  different  applica- 
tions. Their  publications  form  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant guides  mankind  possess  in  this  line ;  and  from  that 
time  the  French  have  constantly  had  some  persons  travel- 
ling with  this  view,  and  daily  reaped  advantage  from  the 
pursuit.  The  Elector  of  Saxony  employed  a  well  in- 
structed officer  to  examine  the  whole  of  his  territory, 
and  has  published  his  account  for  the  benefit  of  his  sub- 
jects. The  Elector  of  Hanover  has  trod  nearly  in  the 
same  path.  The  King  of  Sweden  and  the  Emperor 
of  Germany  have  instituted  similar  inquiries;  and  al- 
though the  result  has  not  been  published  from  authority, 
yet  it  is  taught  in  their  schools  for  mineral  officers. 
Lastly,  the  Empress  of  Russia  sent  the  famous  Pallas  to 
the  various  parts  of  her  immense  dominions,  and  after  his 
drawing  up  a  general  plan  of  the  country,  which  has  been 
published  for  the  instruction  of  the  inhabitants,  in  four 
quarto  volumes,  she  sent  under  his  direction,  properly 
instructed  persons,  to  all  parts  of  her  dominions,  to  make 
still  more  particular  researches,  and  in  which  they  are  at 
present  employed.  It  is  the  department  that  Mr.  Pallas 
has  successfully  executed,  that  I  am  endeavoring  to  es- 
tablish, confident  that  no  where  can  so  much  good  pro- 
ceed fix>m  inquiry  and  knowledge,  as  where  the  pursuit 
and  use  of  it  b  guarded  by  fireedom. 
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This,  sir,  is  the  outline  of  my  motives  for  applying  to 
you  at  present;  the  explanation  was  rather  too  long  for  a 
letter,  but  yet,  the  novelty  of  the  subject  in  this  country 
required  it.  If  you  think  the  plan  reasonable,  likely  to 
be  beneficial  to  the  community,  and  to  be  carried  into 
execution,  I  beg  you  will  present  the  eneloaed  to  the 
present  Treasurer,  aided  with  your  support* 

1  beg  my  particular  compliments  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and  ffe<* 
main  vith  the  most  respectful  sentiments,  &c. 

SAMUEL  VAUGHAN,  Jr. 


FKOM   JOHN   JAY  TO  BSNJAMIIff   FBANKLIlf. 

Office  for  Foreign  AffairB»     7 
January  12,  1787.  > 

Sir, 

I  was  this  morning  honored  with  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  3d  instant,  which,  relating  to  a  matter  with- 
in the  Treasury  Department,  shall  be  immediately  laid 
before  the  Honorable  Commissioners,  to  whom  Mr.  Mor- 
ris and  Af  r.  Vaughan  have  written  on  the  same  subject* 

Your  sentiments  of  Mr.  Vaughan  cannot  fail  to  impress 
a  very  favorable  opinion  of  him.  I  have  long  been  in 
the  baUt  (if  I  may  say  so)  of  wishing  well  to  him  and 
his  femily,  and  that  he  and  they  might  become  citizens  of 
America,  and  derive  £rom  it  as  much  satisfaction  as  they 
have  manfested  attachment  to  our  cause  and  country. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  be. 

JOHN  JAY- 

Vol.  11—11 
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FROM   JOHN    JAY    TO    SAMUEL   VAUGHAN,   JR.       « 

New  York,  January  12,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult. 
which,  together  with  those  that  were  enclosed  with  it, 
shall,  \nthout  delay,  be  laid  before  the  ComiDissioners  of 
the  Treasury ;  for,  as  your  plan  evidently  merits  their  at- 
tention, I  think  it  is  proper  for  me  to  communicate  it 
to  them,  without  having  previously  formed  an  opinion 
whether  it  should  now  be  adopted,  either  in  the  whole  or 
in  part.  What  1  may  probably  think  and  do  respecting 
it,  I  forbear  to  mention  or  to  hint;  for  I  find  it  best  to 
make  no  promises  nor  professions  on  such  occasions,  but 
to  keep  myself  free  from  engagements,  and  at  liberty  to 
act,  and  in  such  manner  as,  after  due  investigation  and 
reflection,  my  judgment  may  dictate. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  best  compliments  to  your 
father  and  brother,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  senti- 
ments of  e9teem  and  regard,  be. 

JOHN  JAY. 


'     FROM   JOHN   JAT   TO   THE     COMMISSIONERS     OF   THE 

BOARD  OF  TREASURY. 

Office  for  Foreign  Aflfkirs,      ) 
January  18,  1787.  ) 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith  en- 
closed, two  letters  directed  to  you,  and  two  others  direct- 
ed to  me,  one  of  which  is  from  Mr.  Samuel  Vaughan, 
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dated  the  99th  December  hst,  and  the  other  from  bis 
Etcelleney  Doctor  FVanklm,  dated  the  3d  day  of  Janua- 
ry, mdtant. 

Mr.  Vaughan's  letter  to  me  treats  hilly  and  at  large 
the  subject  to  which  the  others  also  relate,  and  whioh  be- 
ing within  your  department,  I  forbear  making  any  other 
remarks  on,  than  that  I  consider  Mr.  Vaughan  as  being 
a  gentleman  of  merit,  and  that  several  of  the  ideas  he 
suggests  appear  to  me  to  deserve  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  es- 
teem, &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM   THE  COMMISSIONERS    OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TREASURY 

TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Board  of  Treasury,  > 

February  25,  1787.  > 

Sir, 

We  are  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant, 
enclosing  two  letters  directed  to  this  Board,  from  Mr. 
Robert  Morris  and  Mr.  Samuel  Vaughan,  and  two  others 
directed  to  yourself. 

From  Mr.  Vaughan's  letter  to  the  Board,  we  are  not 
able  to  determine  what  office  in  the  Mint  Department  he 
would  wish  to  occupy ;  though  from  the  detail  he  has  en- 
tered into  in  his  letter  to  you,  we  have  reason  to  conclude 
that  the  office  he  has  in  view,  is  in  no  degree  connected 
with  the  present  establishment  of  the  Mint.  As  we  have 
no  authority  under  the  late  ordinance  of  the  Mint  to  nomi- 
nate any  of  the  officers  who  are  to  execute  the  various 
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duties  of  that  establiahment)  we  can  only  engage  to  by 
beiiMEe  Congress  the  communioations  you  have  been 
pleased  to  make  to  this  Board  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Vaughan's  application. 

Eoelosed  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  letters  di- 
rected to  youGielf,  from  hb  Excellency  Doctor  Franklin 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Vaughan. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  re- 
specty  be. 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 


VROM   BENJAMIN    FRANiULIN   TO    CHABLES   THOMPSON. 

Philadelphia,  January  27,  1787. 

Dear  Friend, 
You  may  remember,  that  in  the  correspondence  be- 
tween us  in  June  last,  on  the  subject  of  a  million  free 
gift  of  the  King  of  France,  acknowledged  m  our  con- 
tract to  have  been  received,  but  which  did  not  appear  to 
be  accounted  for  in  our  banker's  accounts,   unless  it 
should  be  the  same  with  the  million  said  to  be  received 
ffom>  the  Farmers  General,  I  mentioned,  that  an  expla- 
nation might  doubtless  be  easily  obtained  by  writing  to 
Mr*  (jrrand  or  Mr.  Jeffisrson.     I  know  not  whether  you 
have  accordingly  written  to  either  of  them,  but  being 
desirous  that  the  matter  should  speedily  be  cleared  up, 
I  wrote  myself  to  Mr.  Grand  a  letter  upon  it,  of  which 
I  now  enclose  a  copy,  with  his  answers,  and  several  let- 
ters from   M.  Durival,   who  is    Chef  du  Bureau  des 
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Fends  (and  has  under  hb  care  the  finance)  de$  Affaire^ 
fkrmngerei.  ^^ 

You  wUl  see  by  these  letters,  that  the  million  in  ques- 
tion was  delivered  to  somebody,  on  the  10th  of  JunOi 
1776,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  whom.  It  is  clear,  bow- 
ever,  that  it  could  not  be  to  Mr.  Grand,  nor  to  the  Com- 
missioners  from  Congress,  for  we  did  not  meet  in  France 
till  the  end  of  December,  1776,  or  beginning  of  Janu- 
ary, 17"^,  and  that  banker  was  not  charged  before  with 
our  afiairs. 

By  the  Minister's  reserve  in  refusing  him  a  copy  of 
the  receipt,  I  conjecture  it  must  be  money  advanced  for 
our  use,  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  and  that  it  is  a  Mystere 
du  Cabinet^  which  perhaps  should  not  be  further  inquir- 
ed into,  unless  necessary  to  guard  against  more  demands 
than  may  be  just  firom  that  agent ;  for  it  may  well  be 
supposed,  that  if  the  Court  furnished  him  with  the  means 
of  supplying  us,  they  may  not  be  willing  to  fiimish  au- 
thentic proofs  of  such  a  transaction,  so  early .  in  oOr  dis- 
pute with  Brit|iin.  Pray  tell  me,  has  he  dropped  his  de- 
mands, or  does  he  still  continue  to  worry  you  with  them  ? 

I  should  like  to  have  these  original  letters  returned  to 
me,  but  you  may  if  you  please  keep  copies  of  them.  It 
is  true,  the  million  in  question  makes  no  difference  in 
your  accounts  with  the  King  of  France,  it  not  being 
mentioned  or  charged,  as  so  much  lent  and  to  be  repaid, 
but  stated  as  freely  given.  Yet,  if  it  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  any  of  your  agents  or  ministers,  they  ought 
certainly  to  account  for  it.  I  do  not  recollect  whether 
Mr.  Deane  had  arrived  in  France  before  the  10th  of 
June,   1776  ;*  but  from  his  great  want  of  money,  when 


*  Deane  did  not  arrive  in  Farii  till  the  firtt  week  in  July. 
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I  joined  him  a  few  months  after,  I  hardly  think  it  could 
have  been  paid  to  him.  Possibly  Mr.  Jef&rson  may 
obtain  the  information,  though  Mr.  Grand  could  not,  and 
I  wish  he  may  be  directed  to  make  the  inquiry,  as  I 
know  he  would  do  it  directly ;  I  mean,  if  by  Hortales 
and  Go's  further  demands,  or  for  any  other  reason,  such 
an  inquiry  should  be  thought  necessary.* 

I  am,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKKIN. 


FROM    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN    TO    JOHN    JAT. 

Philadelphia,  June  27,  1788. 
Sir, 

In  arranging  some  old  papers,  I  lately  found  the  en- 
closed letter  from  Mr.  Blunt,  enclosing  copy  of  a  certi- 
ficate of  Commodore  Jones,  in  favor  of  John  Jackson. 
I  ought  (though  so  long  delayed)  to  send  some  answer. 
Can  you  inform  me  whether  any  thing  has  been  done  for 
Jackson  in  consequence  of  the  Commodore's  promise  ? 

I  send  you  also  two  other  papers  respecting  services 
formerly  done  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Limozin,  of 
Havre,  and  Mr.  Milliet,  of  Lisbon,  for  your  considera- 
tion ;  and  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  shall  think  proper. 
Please  to  inform  me  whether  Dohrman  is  still  in 
America.     With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  inc. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

•This  matter  was  not  cleared  up  till  1794,  when  Gouvemeur 
Morris  was  American  Ministar  in  Paris.  By  application  to  the  g07- 
emment  he  pi^ured  a  copy  of  the  receipt  of  the  person,  who  re- 
ceived the  million  of  francs  on  the  10th  of  June,  1775.  It  proved 
to  be  Beaumarchais  as  Dr.  Franklin  had  conjectured.  See  PWdfCe 
HUiory  of  tht  Uiuted  Statee,  Vol  I.  p.  422. 
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FROM   JAMES    BLUNT    TO    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

London,  Aag^it  2,  1785. 
Sir, 

Well  acquainted  as  I  am  with  your  sentiments  of  phi- 
lanthropy and  benevolence,  from  the  testimony  of  those 
friends  of  yours,  whom  I  have  the  pleasure  of  being 
acquainted  with,  I  deem  an  apology  unnecessary,  for  the 
liberty  I  take  of  intruding  on  your  time,  as  it  is  to  lay 
before  you  a  case  of  real  distress.  A  friend  of  mine 
has  shewn  me  the  originals  of  the  enclosed  papers, 
and  tells  me  the  poor  man  has  placed  his  whole  depen- 
dence on  the  allowance  mentioned  in  them.  He  has 
waited  for  some  time  the  arrival  of  the  American  Am- 
bassador at  this  Court,  to  whom  he  has  shown  his  claim, 
but  he  has  been  referred  by  him  to  Mr.  Jefierson,  at  Paris. 
If  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  what  are  the  pro- 
pe/measures  to  be  taken  for  assisting  this  poor  man,  and 
your  opinion  on  his  case,  you  will  oblige  me,  and  in- 
crease the  veneration  and  respect  which  your  illustrious 
character  has  excited  in  me. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you,  as  well  in  my  own 
name,  as  in  that  of  my  father,  Mr.  William  Blunt,  and 
all  our  family,  on  your  safe  return  to  this  country,  and 
with  sincerest  wishes  for  your  health  and  enjojrment, 

I  remain,  iic. 

JAMES  BLUNT. 


Copy. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  bearer,  John  Jackson,  of 
Hull,  came  on  board  the   American   ship  of  war  the 
Bon    Homme  Richard,  under   my  command,  off  the 
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Spurn,  on  the  coast  of  England,  on  the  morning  of  the 
22nd  September  last,  he  having  mistaken  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  for  a  British  ship  of  war ;  that  I  found 
it  necessary  to  detain  him  on  board  while  near  the  banks 
on  that  coast,  and  afterwards  purposed  to  set  him, 
with  his  companicm  and  their  boat  at  liberty,  and  reward 
them  for  the  service  that  I  had  obliged  them  to  perform; 
but  en  the  day  following,  when  I  met  with  the  Baltic 
fleet,  as  the  pilot  boot  was  some  incimibrance,  the 
partner  of  the  bearer  was  put  on  board,  to  keep  the  boat 
out  of  harm's  way  during  the  action  between  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  and  Serapb,  after  which  he  was  to  re- 
turn and  take  in  the  bearer,  that  they  might  return  home 
together.  The  boat  however  did  not  return,  and  the 
poor  man  had,  in  the  action,  the  irreparable  misfortune 
to  lose  an  arm ;  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  his 
misfcHlune,  and  earnestly  desiring  to  make  this  poor  man 
and  his  family  what  recompense  lays  in  my  power,  I 
have  given  him  this  day  an  hundred  ducats,  and  I  do 
also  prcmiise,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  that  he 
shall  receive  half  pay  as  a  pilot  the  remainder  of'  his 
life,  to  commence  firom  the  date  hereof,  payable  every 
six  months  by  the  American  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of 
France,  upon  certificate  at  each  pajrment  iBrom  two  or 
more  magistrates,  expressing  the  place  where  the  bearer, 
John  Jackson,  is  then  linng,  and  that  he  is  really  and 
truly  the  person  in  whose  favor  this  obUgation  is  granted. 
Given  on  board  the  Serapis  at  the  Texel,  November 
15,  1779. 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  89 

9 

Copy. 

* 

Town  and  county  of        ? 
Kington  upon  Hull.  > 

We,  two  of  his  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  town  of  Kingston  upon  Hull  aforesaid,  and  county 
of  the  same  town>  do  hereby  certify,  that  John  Jackson, 
of  the  same  town,  mariner,  (to  whom  a  certificate  was 
given,  dated  November  15th  1779,  under  the  hands  of 
John  P.  Jones,  thereby  promising  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  that  the  said  John  Jackson 
should  receive  half  pay  as  a  pilot,  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  to  commence  from  the  date  thereof,  payable  every 
six  months  by  the  American  Ambassador  at  the  Court 
of  France)  is  now  living  in  the  parish  of  the  Holy  Trin- 
ity, in  the  town  of  Kingston  upon  Hull  aforesaid,  that 
he  is  really  and  surely  the  person  in  whose  favor  the 
said  certificate  was  granted. 

Griven  under  our  hands,  this  10th  day  of  June,  1785. 

HEN.  BROADLEY,  Mayor, 
H.  ETHERINGTON. 


FROM   JAMES  MADISON  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN* 

Virginia,  April  20,  1789. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Limozin  of  Havre  de  Grace.  The  external  address  to 
me,  was  made  on  a  supposition  of  my  being  an  attending 
member  of  Congress,  as  1  find  fix>m  a  note  within  the  let- 
ter, in  order  to  make  me  acquainted  with  the  circumstan- 
ces which  are  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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FROM    ANDREW    LIMOZIN   TO    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

Havre  de  Grace,  January  36,  1788. 

Most  Honored  Sir, 
I  have  learnt  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  your  Ex- 
cellency enjoys  a  good  health,  for  I  am  enquiring  about  it 
from  all  the  travellers  who  are  coming  from  America.  I 
am  now  forwarding  to  Congress  an  act  passed  in  our 
King's  Council  for  sundry  favors  granted  to  the  American 
trade.  Mr.  Jefferson  applied  to  me  for  advice  relating  to 
that  matter  a  long  while  before  that  act  took  place;  nut  I 
was  sorry  to  find,  that  only  a  small  part  of  the  favors  I 
had  required,  were  granted.  It  is  a  very  great  pity  that 
the  French  Ministers  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
all  particulars  concerning  trade,  and  know  but  very  little 
about  the  duties  received  in  our  custom  houses,  which 
encreases  the  troubles  of  a  foreign  Ambassador.  I  am 
in  good  hopes,  that  as  soon  as  your  country  will  be 
entirely  settled  in  the  regulation  of  its  administration, 
your  Excellency  will  not  forget  that  when  peace  was 
made,  a  very  considerable  number  of  American  prisoners 
came  from  England  to  this  port,  that  they  were  in  the 
greatest  distress,  and  that  they  had  neither  shoes  nor 
stockings,  nay  even  a  great  many  had  no  breeches:  that  we 
had  at  that  time  very  severe  cold  weather,  that  these  poor 
souls,  having  no  money,  could  not  provide  themselves 
either  with  these  articles,  or  even  with  victuak.  Hun- 
ger is  a  necessity  which  forces  sometimes  the  most  viiv 
tuous  people  to  forget  their  duty,  and  in  consequence  will 
force  a  man  to  extremes.  I  have  experienced  it  during 
almost  a  fortnight,  that  we  had  such  a  great  number  of 
American  prisoners  landed  here,  coming  from  the  English 
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prisons.  These  uphappy  men  who  had  sacrificed  their  liber- 
ty in  working  and  fighting  for  their  country,  expected  to 
find  relief  when  they  came  back  to  a  country,  which 
they  knew  had  fought  for  their  cause.  When  I 
showed  to  these  unhappy  fellows  the  orders  I  had  fiom 
Mr.  Barclay  not  to  let  them  have  a  farthing  because 
Congress  had  not  provided  for  them,  I  heard  at  (mce 
four  or  five  hundred  tongues  threatening  me  to  pull  down 
my  house,  I  was  obliged  to  assist  every  one  of  them  in 
proportion  of  their  distress,  to  give  six  livres  to  some, 
nine  to  others,  and  12  to  them  who  had  neither  shoes 
nor  shirts  nor  stockings,  and  had  only  a  very  poor  pair  of 
trowsers.  I  mentioned  it  when  I  had  the^  honor  to  enjoy 
your  Excellency's  company  at  my  house;  your  Excel- 
lency was  so  obliging  as  to  promise  to  mention  it  to  Con- 
gress, in  order  that  I  should  be,  if  not  reimbursed  entire- 
ly, at  least  rewarded.  Since  that  time  I  have  performed 
the  duty  of  the  agency  for  the  United  States  of  America; 
and  I  am  happy  enough  to  say,  that  I  have  done  it  to  the 
great  satisfaction  both  of  the  American  masters  and  of  the 
sailors.  I  have  procured  them  redress,  justice,  and  I  can 
with  pleasure  say,  that  until  this  day,  not  one  single  Ame- 
rican master,  nor  one  single  American  sailor,  has  com- 
pluned  that  I  have  not  done  justice.  When  I  have  seen 
masters  refusing  to  acknowledge  my  authority,  and  in 
consequence  to  comply  with  my  advice,  I  have  advanced 
money  to  the  sailors  whom  the  masters  (very  often  Scotch) 
wanted  to  impose  upon  them,  to  procure  redress  to  these 
poor  people.  Mr.  Thomas  Jefiferson  has  been  informed 
of  all  my  proceedings,  which  have  met  with  his  approba- 
tion. An  American  ship  called  the  Polly  and  Sally,  cap- 
tain Thomas,  was  under  the  risk  of  being  seized  three 
weeks  ago,  for  having  taken  a  fireight  at  Senegal  for  this 
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place,  although  the  master  had  got  pennission  from  the 
Senegal  governor  to  undertake  that  voyage.  I  applied 
to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  claimed  his  protection  in  behalf  of 
that  captain,  he  found  that  the  master  having  transgressed 
it  would  not  be  possible,  considering  his  appointment,  for 
him  to  take  the  defence  of  that  master.  I  have  done  it 
myself,  and  succeeded  not  only  to  get  for  the  master, 
leave  to  unload  here,  but  procured  him  justice  for  his 
freight  and  due  demiurage. 

I  should  have  never  repeated  these  circumstances,  had 
I  not  observed  that  Congress  having  lately  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  services  of  one  Mr.  Dohrman,  have  re-^ 
warded  him  for  the  same,  I  must  own  that  I  never  ex- 
pected to  be  reimbursed  for  the  money  I  had  distributed 
amongst  the  American  prisoners,  because  I  was  not  en- 
*  titled  to  do  it ;  on  the  contrary  Mr.  Barclay  had  informed 
me  that  iunds  were  appointed  by  Congress  for  that  pur- 
pose. I  must  own  likewise  that  if  I  had  not  seen  these 
poor  people  so  angry  and  in  such  passion ;  fomented  by 
their  extreme  distress,  I  should  not  have  given  them  that 
assistance.  _^ 

I  shall  not  enlarge  myself  any  fiirther  on  that  subject. 
I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  Congress  will  do 
in  my  behalf.  I  enjoy,  thank  God,  a  fortune  which  b 
not  much  lessened  by  the  above  expenses.  If  Congress 
will  defray  nothing  about  it,  I  must  beg  that  I  should 
be  legally  appointed  agent  with  power  in  behalf  of 
my  son  Edward  Limozin,  to  act  such  in  my  absence. 
I  hope  your  Excellency  will  not  refuse  to  make  in  my 
name  the  above  petition  to  Congress,  and  honor  it  with 
your  recommendation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iic. 

ANDREW  LIMOZIN. 
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Memorial  of  the  Sieur  Gabriel  MUliet,  formerly  mer- 
chant at  Lisbon,  hut  now  rending  at  Chaillot  near 
Paris. 

Translation. 

The  Sieur  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  commissioned  by 
Congress  to  give  every  necessary  assistance  to  such  Ame- 
ricans as  the  fortunes  of  war  might  bring  mto  this  port, 
called  upon  me  in  the  month  of  January ,  1780,  and  pro- 
pos^d  to  me  to  engage  in  some  adventures  to  America  in 
mutual  concern  with  him,  not  daring  to  undertake  it  of 
himself,  he  said,  lest  he  should  render  himself  suspicious 
to  the  Portuguese  Government.  He  showed  me  so  many 
advantages  in  these  operations  that  I  consented  to  make 
at  least  one  trial.  We  therefore  agreed  that  I  should 
purchase  a  ship,  that  I  should  fit  her  out,  and  that  he 
would  load  her  with  wines  to  the  amount  of  the  cost  of 
the  ship;  and  that  for  greater  security  she  should  be 
cleared  out  for  St.  Eustatia,  and  stop  at  Cadiz  to  be  made 
a  Spanish  bottom,  and  take  out  letters  of  marque  in  order 
to  cruise  for  prizes  between  Europe  and  America. 

These  points  being  agreed  upon,  I  ordered  Mr.  Roze, 
my  clerk,  a  Portuguese,  to  purchase  a  ship.  He  imme- 
diately executed  my  orders,  and  purchased,  in  his  own 
name,  but  for  me  and  with  my  money,  at  auction,  the 
29th  January,  1780,  an  American  vessel  called  the  Roe- 
buck ;  this  ship,  which  had  been  captured  by  an  English 
privateer,  and  brought  into  this  port,  was  sold  by  Messrs. 
Breton  &  Brothers,  to  whom  it  was  consigned. 

The  purchase  money,  duties,  petty  charges  and  provi- 
sions, run  this  ship  up  to  about  twenty-four  thousand 
livres,  and  T  think  that  Mr.  Dohrman  put  in  her  to  the 
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amount  of  eighteen  to  nineteen  thousand  livres  in  wines 
of  diflerent  qualities.  He,  moreover,  put  on  board,  fifty 
or  sixty  American  passengers,  who  were  all  supported  by 
the  provisions  I  had  put  on  board. 

Mr.  Dohrman  has  undoubtedly  claimed  payment  from 
Congress,  for  the  advances  made  the  Americans,  both  on 
account  of  their  expenses  at  Lisbon,  as  well  as  their  pas- 
sage fix)m  Lisbon  to  America ;  but  I  will  not  anticipate, 
and  will  relate  facts  as  they  happened. 

This  ship  took  out  Portuguese  papers,  and  was  cdled 
the  St.  Francis  and  St.  Rose,  and  sailed  the  23rd  Februa- 
ry, for  Cadiz,  where  she  arrived  the  26th  of  the  same 
month.  Mr.  Dohrman  then  took  charge  of  her,  and  ad- 
dressed her .  to  Messrs.  Grepy  Agazino  b  Co.  of  that 
place.  These  gentlemen,  in  conformity  with  orders,  made 
a  pretended  sale  of  her  to  Don  Joseph  de  Mirande,  a 
Spanish  merchant,  who  accordingly  furnished  her  with 
Spanish  papers,  and  obtained  letters  of  marque,  and  des- 
patched her  for  English  America. 

As  I  have  said  above,  there  was  on  board  this  ship  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty  American  passengers,  who  were 
maintained  at  my  expense,  as  well  on  board  said  vessel, 
as  in  Cadiz,  where  I  paid  about  one  thousand  crowns  in 
further  supplies  of  provisions.  I  make  no  doubt,  as  al- 
ready remarked,  that  Mr.  Dohrman  has  been  re-unbursed 
by  Congress,  for  all  the  expenses  relating  to  these  pas- 
sengers, but  I  have  heard  nothing  concerning  the  matter, 
nor  has  Mr.  Dohrman  ever  made  me  the  least  remittance. 

But  let  us  come  to  the  chief  point.  This  vessel  arrived 
fortunately  at  Boston,  but  as  the  Spanish  captain  who 
commanded  her  was  not  furnished  with  such  titles  as 
would  justify  the  purchase  of  this  vessel  at  Lisbon,  she 
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was  claimed  by  her  foimer  owner,  who  was  a  morchant 
at  Boston ;  the  wine  was  also  seized  with  the  vessel,  and 
the  whole  sold.  Such,  in  a  few  words,  is  the  news  I 
have  received  concerning  this  vessel,  and  I  had  no  other 
accounts  as  late  as  the  month  of  May,  1783,  when  Mr. 
Dohnnan  departed  from  this  city  for  North  America,  at 
which  dme,  being  deceived  by  the  said  Dohrman,  re- 
specting the  fate  of  this  vessel,  I  consented  to  a  settle- 
ment with  him,  in  which  it  is  said  that  in  order  to  termi- 
nate all  differences  that  might  attend  a  surrender  of  ac- 
counts relating  to  this  ship,  I  would  give  up  all  my  preten- 
nons,  and  would  content  myself  with  the  sum  of  sixteen 
thousand  livres,  payable  in  the  month  of  May,  1785,  in 
lieu  of  about  twenty-six  thousand  livres  which  this  vessel 
cost  me. 

Since  that  time,  I  have  learned  from  a  person  who 
transacted  business  for  Mr.  Dohrman  in  America,  and 
has  returned  from  that  country,  that  the  said  Mr.  Dohr- 
man had  obtained  a  replevy  of  the  seizure  made  at  Bos- 
ton, and  that  he  received  in  the  year  1781,  the  amount 
of  the  ship,  which  was  not  sold  to  a  loss,  and  also  of 
the  wines  which  composed  her  cargo,  that  had  been  sold 
to  a  considerable  profit. 

Will  not  this  deception  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Dohnnan 
annul  the  agreement  of  the  month  of  May,  1783,  and 
justify  a  prosecution  -for  the  surrender  of  accounts  con- 
cerning this  transaction  ?  several  lawyers  whom  I  have 
consulted  in  this  country  are  for  the  affirmative. 

I  have  also  another  account  to  settle  with  Mr.  Dohr- 
man. In  January,  1780,  I  sent  him  seven  cases  con- 
taming  1,584  hats,  amounting  to  15,867  livres,  they 
were  shipped  in  his  name,  on  board  the  ship  Juffiouw 
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Catharine,  as  you  may  see  by  the  copy  of  bill  of  lading, 
which  is  annexed  to  this  memorial,  but  his  declaration  of 
3rd  January,  1780,  of  which  I  likewise  send  a  copy, 
proves  my  property  incontestibly. 

When  Mr.  Dohrman  went  out  for  North  America  last 
year,  he  would  neither  pay  me  for  this  article,  nor  take 
any  steps  to  secure  me  payment,  on  pretence  of  not 
knowing  what  had  become  of  the  hats ;  but  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  aforementioned  person,  that  the  said  hats 
have  been  sold,  and  that  Mr.  Dohrman  has  received  the 
amount  of  them,  and  I  know  also  that  they  yielded  a 
profit.  I  ask  therefore  what  steps  I  have  to  pursue  in 
these  two  cases. 

I  have  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  lading  of  Mr.  Dohrman's 
declaration,  fof  3rd  January,  1780,  and  all  his  other  ac- 
knowledgements. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

New  York,  September  3,  1788. 
Sir, 

During  my  late  absence  from  this  city  the  letter  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  27th  June,  arrived. 
You  mentioned  to  have  enclosed  in  it,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Blunt,  enclosmg  a  copy  of  a  certificate  fix)m  Commodore 
Jones  in  favor  of  John  Jackson.  But  by  some  mistake 
neither  of  those  letters  were  enclosed,  the  two  other  pa- 
pers respecting  services  done  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Limozin  and  Milliet,  were  enclosed;  and  I  expect  soon 
to  be  enabled  to  write  to  you  particularly  on  the  subject 
of  them.     Mr.  Dohrman  is  still  in  this  city,  and  the  let- 
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ter  enclosed  in  jrours  ibr  him,  has  been  sent  to  him. 
I  cannot  learn  that  any  thing  has  been  done  for  Jack- 
son in  consequence  of  the  Commodore's  promise.  ' 

I  am,  be. 

JOHN  JAY. 


rnOH  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN  TO  THE    PRESIDENT    OF 

CONGRESS. 

Philaclelphia,  November  29,  1788. 
Sir, 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  Mr.  Barclay  ar- 
riving there,  brought  me  the  following  resolution  of  Con- 
gress: 

'^  Resolved,  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed  by  Con- 
gress, with  full  power  and  authority  to  liquidate,  and^na^ 
ly  to  settle,  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  in  Europe,  and  to  commence  and  prosecute 
such  suits,  causes,  and  actions,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  or  for  the  recovery  of  any  property  of  'the 
sud  United  States  in  the  hands  of  any  person,  or  persons, 
whatsoever. 

^^  That  the  said  commissioner  be  authorized  to  appoint 
one  or  more  clerks,  with  such  allowance  as  he  may  think 
reasonable. 

"  That  the  said  commissioner  and  clerks,  respectively, 
take  an  oath  before  some  person  duly  authorized  to  ad- 
minister an  oath,  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust  reposed 
in  them  respectively. 
Vol.  II.— 13 
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^'  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commission^ 
er,  and  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  T.  Barclay  was  elected." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  and  as  soon  as  Mr. 
Barclay  was  at  leisure  fix>m  more  pressmg  business,  I  ren- 
dered to  him  all  my  accounts,  which  he  examined,  and 
stated  methodically.  By  this  statement  he  found  a  bal- 
ance due  me  on  the  4th  of  May,  1785,  of  7,533  livres, 
19  sols,  3  den.  which  T  accordingly  received  of  the  Con- 
gress banker ;  the  difierence  between  my  statement  and 
his  being  only  seven  sols,  which  by  mistake  I  had  over- 
charged ;  about  three  pence  halfpenny  sterling. 

At  my  request,  however,  the  accounts  were  left  open 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  not  finally  settled, 
there  being  some  articles  on  which  I  desired  their  judg- 
ment, and  having  some  equitable  demands,  as  I  thought 
them,  for  extra  services,  which  he  had  not  conceived  him- 
self empowered  to  allow,  and  therefore  I  did  not  put 
them  in  my  account.  He  transmitted  the  accounts  to 
Congress,  and  had  advice  of  their  being  received.  On 
my  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  first  thmgs  I  did 
was  to  despatch  my  grandson,  William  T.  Franklin,  to 
New  York,  to  obtain  a  final  settlement  of  those  accounts; 
he  having  long  acted  as  my  secretary,  and  bemg  well 
acquainted  with  the  transactions,  was  able  to  give  an  ex- 
planation of  the  articles,  that  might  seem  to  require  ex- 
plaining, if  any  such  there  were.  He  returned  without 
effectmg  the  settlement,  being  told  that  it  could  not  be 
made  till  the  arrival  of  some  documents  expected  fiom 
France.  What  those  documents  were,  I  have  not  been 
informed,  nor  can  I  readily  conceive,  as  all  the  vouchers 
existing  there  had  been  examined  by  Mr.  Barclay.  And 
I,  havbg  been  immediately  after  my  arrival  engaged  in 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  99 

the  public  business  of  this  State,  waited  in  expectation  of 
hearing  from  Congress,  in  case  any  part  of  my  accounts 
had  been  objected  to. 

It  is  now  more  than  three  years  that  those  accounts 
have  been  before  that  honorable  body,  and,  to  this  day, 
no  notice  of  any  such  objection  has  been  communicated 
to  me.  But  reports  have,  for  sometime  past,  been  circu- 
lated here,  and  propagated  in  the  newspapers,  that  I  am 
greatly  indebted  to  the  United  States,  for  large  sums  that 
had  been  put  into  my  hands,  and  that  I  avoid  a  settle- 
ment. This,  together  with  the  little  Ume  one  of  my  age 
may  expect  to  live,  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  request 
earnestly,  which  I  hereby  do,  that  the  Congress  would 
be  pleased,  without  further  delay,  to  examine  those  ac- 
counts, and  if  they  find  therein  any  article  or  articles, 
which  they  do  not  understand  or  approve,  that  they  would 
cause  me  to  be  acquainted  with  the  same,  that  I  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  offering  such  explanations  or  reasons  in 
support  of  them  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and  then  that 
the  accounts  may  be  finally  closed. 

I  hope  the  Congress  will  soon  be  able  to  attend  to  this 
business  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  as  well  as  in 
condescension  to  my  request.  In  the  meantime,  if  there 
be  no  impropriety  in  it,  I  would  desire  that  this  letter, 
together  with  another  relating  to  the  same  subject,  the 
copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  may  be  put  upon 
their  minutes.  ' 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  duty  to  Congress, 
I  am,  sir,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


THE 

CORRESPONDENCE 


OT 


JOHN   ADAMS, 

MINISTER   PLENIPOTENTIARY    TO   HOLLAND. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  March  9,  1784. 
Sir, 
On  the  18th  day  of  February  the  Baron  de  Thule- 
meier,  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  their  jiigh  Mightinesses 
from  the  King  of  Prussia,  did  me  the  honor  of  a  visit, 
but  as  he  found  I  had  company,  he  soon  took  his  leave, 
and  as  I  accompanied  him  to  the  head  of  the  staurs,  he 
told  me  he  had  something  to  propose  to  me  from  the 
King,  and  desired  to  know  when  he  might  call  again,  I 
offered  to  return  his  visit  at  any  hour  he  pleased,  he 
chose  to  call  upon  me,  and  named  eleven  the  next  day, 
at  wluch  hour  he  came,  and  told  me,  "  That  the  Kmg, 
who  honored  him  with  a  personal  correspondence,  and 
was  acquainted  with  my  character,  had  directed  him  to 
make  me  a  visit,  and  to  say  to  me,  that  as  his  subjects 
had  occasion  for  our  tobacco,  and  some  other  things,  and 
as  we  had  occasion  for  Silesia  linens,  and  some  other 
productions  of  his  dominions,  he  thought  an  arrangement 
might  be  made  between  his  Crown  and  the  United  States 
which  would  be  beneficial  to  both;"  and  the  Baron  de- 
sired to  know  my  sentiments  of  it. 
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I  answered  him,  ''That  I  was  very  sensible  of  the 
honor  done  by  his  Majesty,  but  that  I  had  singly  no  au- 
thority  to  treat  or  enter  into  conferences,  officially,  upon 
the  subject,  that  Congress  had  been  pleased  to  confer 
upon  their  Ministers  at  the  late  peace,  authority  to  enter 
into  conferences  ;  that  I  could  do  nothing  but  in  concur- 
rence with  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay,  who  were  at 
Paris,  but  I  thought  I  could  answer  for  the  good  disposi- 
tions of  those  Mmisters,  as  well  as  my  own,  for  forming 
an  arrangement  between  the  two  powers  which  might  be 
beneficial  to  both ;  that  I  would  write  to  those  Ministers 
an  account  of  what  had  passed;  he  desired  I  would,  and 
said  he  would  write  by  the  first  post  to  the  King,  and  in- 
quire if  his  Majesty  had  any  thing  in  particular  to  pro- 
pose, would  inform  him  of  my  answer,  and  wait  his  fur- 
ther orders,  which  probably  he  should  receive  as  soon 
as  I  should  have  an  answer  from  Paris. 

I  wrote  the  next  day,  and  on  Saturday  last,  received 
an  answer  from  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay,  in  which 
they  say,  that  they  are  persuaded  that  the  communication 
of  the  firiendly  disposition  of  his  Prussian  Majesty  made  to 
you  by  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier  will  give  great  pleasure  to 
Congress.  The  respect,  with  which  the  reputation  of  that 
great  Prmce  has  impressed  the  United  States,  early  in- 
duced them  to  consider  his  friendship  as  a  desirable.object, 
and  we  are  happy  in  being  authorized  to  assure  his  Ma- 
jesty,  that  they  will  most  cheerfully  enter  into  such  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  him,  as,  bemg  founded  upon  princi- 
ples of  reciprocity,  may  be  productive  of  equal  benefit 
to  both  countries.  Although  we  have  no  commission  to 
conclude  such  a  treaty,  yet  our  instructions  from  Con- 
gress enable  us  to  join  with  the  King's  Minister  in  pre- 
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paring  a  draft  of  such  a  treaty^  which,  being  sent  to  Con- 
gress, they  would,  together  with  a  commission  to  conclude 
the  treaty,  give  us  pointed  instructions  on  the  subject,  and 
much  time  might  thereby  be  saved.  If  you  are  of  this 
opinion,  and  his  Majesty  should  be  pleased  to  approve 
such  a  measure,  we  think  the  articles  may  be  discussed 
between  you  and  the  Baron,  in  the  first  instance,  on  the 
principles  which  govern  in  the  treaties  you  mention,  both 
ot  which  have  been  approved  and  ratified,  (i.  e.  with 
Holland  and  Sweden,)  that  being  done,  we  might  confer 
together,  and  write  a  joint  letter  to  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject. We  shall,  nevertheless,  make  this  communication 
a  part  of  our  next  despatch  to  Congress. 

Yesterday,  meeting  the  Baron  at  Court,  on  occasion  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange's  birth  day,  he  told  me  he  had  re- 
ceived another  letter  from  the  King,  and  would  call  upon 
me  in  the  evening,  which  he  did,  and  informed  me  that  the 
King  had  written  to  him  that  he  was  collecting  all  neces- 
sary papers,  and  would  soon  send  them  to  him,  with  his 
fiirther  propositions  to  be  made  to  me.  I  shewed  him  my 
letter  firom  Paris,  with  which  he  was  well  satisfied. 

He  added,  that  the  King  had  directed  him  to  mention 
rice,  and  indigo  as  articles  in  demand  in  his  ports  of  Emb- 
den  and  Stettin ;  and  that  a  large  quantity  of  Virginia 
tobacco  had  been  this  year  purchased  in  those  ports,  for 
the  Baltic  market ;  and  that  the  excellent  porcelain  of 
Saxony,  might  be  a  desirable  article  for  the  Americans. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Congress,  whether  the  model 
of  the  treaty  with  Holland  or  Sweden  may  not,  in  general, 
be  convenient  for  one  with  Prussia;  as  also  the  propriety 
of  sending  a  full  power  to  their  Ministers  at  the  late  peace, 
or  one  or  more  of  them  to  conclude  this  business. 
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With  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  and  at  a  dear  rate,  I 
have  at  last  obtained  money  to  save  Mr.  Morris'  UUs, 
which  are  payable  this  month,  from  going  back.  Messrs. 
Willink  &  Co.  will  transmit  the  contract  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  Congress.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  we 
are  obliged  to  agree  to  so  high  terms,  but  there  was  abso- 
lutely no  other  alternative  but  this,  or  protesting  the  bilk. 
This  business  has  hitherto  necessarily  prevented  me  (nm 
joining  my  colleagues  at  Paris,  in  the  execution  of  our 
instmctions. 

With  great  respect,  be. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

February  Ut,  1785. 

<<  On  the  report  of  a  Grand  Committee,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr. 
Cook,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Cadwallader,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
McHenry,  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Hous- 
ton, to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, from  the  late  Superintendent  of  Finance,  enclosing 
the  terms  of  a  loan  of  two  millions  of  guilders,  negotiated 
in  the  United  Netherlands,  by  the  Honorable  John  Ad- 
ams, and  an  obligation  for  the  same,  entered  mto  the  9th 
of  March,  1784,  by  him,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

lUsohedy  That  three  fair  copies  of  the  obligation  be 
made  out,  and  that  a  ratification  be  endorsed  on  each  of 
them,  duly  attested,  and  that  the  Secretary  for  the  De* 
partment  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  transmit  the  same  by  sev- 
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era]  ooif?e]nlncei3 j  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  to 
their  Higb  Migbtindsses  the  States  General  of  the  Uiliied 
Netheriands* 

Buohed^  That  the  ratifidation  be  in  the  foUoiKi^ 
terms: 

Be  it  nsmembered,  that  the  within  contract  or  Engage- 
nitet^  entered  into  hy  the  Honorable  John  Aduni^ 
Esquire,  Mimstelr  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Uitited  States  of 
Ajneiioa  to  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  die  SMte 
General  of  the  Unitdd  Netherlands,  it  behalf  of  the  said 
States,  with  Meisn^  Willenui  and  John  Willink,  Nioholas 
^d  Jacob  Van  Staphcnrst,  ilnd  de  la  Lande  and  F]nl|e> 
ind  their  soocesiElors  or  assigned,  for  a  loan  of  t#o  nA* 
lions  of  guilders,  (kted  at  tbe  Hague,  March  9th,  1784) 
bath  been  read  in  Cbiigress,  ipproTed  and  ratified,  and 
decUi^d  obligat6ry  on  the  United  States  of  America^ 

Done  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  by 
the  United  Statei^  in  Congress  asemUed,  this  first  day  of 
Febriilry,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousttid  sefen 
htmdred  kad  eighty-fir^,  and  in  tbe  nhkth  year  of  am 
sovereignty  and  independence." 


mns  JOHW  Adams  to  the  pmsiDliirr  or  cosnsBBi^ir. 

ne  m^,  Mktch  sff,  rr94. 

SflT, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  oopies  of  th^se   dOteA, 

fioitt  the  PnAs^koin  Minister,  the  Baron  Thuleimiier^  by 

wMcb  Congress  will  iee^  that  tbe  King  his  agleed  to 

take  our  treaty  with  Sweden  for  a  mddel,  reserting  to 

Vol.  II. — 14 
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each  party  the  right  of  suggesting  such  altentions  as 
shall  appear  to  him  convenient.  My  request  to  Con- 
gress, is,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  send  instructions 
at  the  same  time,  when  they  send  a  commission,  what 
articles  of  the  treaty  with  Sweden,  they  would  have  ex- 
punged, and  what  new  ones  inserted,  if  any:  I  mention 
the  sending  of  a  commission,  because  I  suppose  it  is  the 
intention  of  Congress  to  send  one.  The  instructions 
already  received  are  not  a  fiill  power  under  which  any 
sovereign  can  conclude  nor  regularly  even  treat;  we  can 
only  confer.  There  will  be  some  difficulty  about  the  sig- 
nature, since  his  Majesty  chooses  the  negotiation  should 
be.  conducted  by  M.  de  Thulemeier.  If  Congress  send 
the  commission  to  their  Ministers  at  the  late  peace  as 
they  did  the  instructions,  Mr.  de  Thulemeier  must  take  a 
journey  to  Paris,  or  a  majority  of  the  American  Minis- 
ters must  be  at  the  Hague. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  inform  Con- 
gress, that  I  have  obtained  the  promise  of  a  sum  sufficient 
upon  the  new  loan  to  save  the  honor  of  the  Financier's 
bills,  although  I  regret  the  severity  of  the  terms ;  they 
were  the  most  moderate,  which  would  obtain  the  money. 
I  hope  for  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  their  ratifi- 
cation of  the  contract  as  soon  as  may  be.  Money  is 
really  so  scarce,  and  there  are  so  many  loans  open  on 
even  higher  conditions,  that  it  will  not  be  possible  I  fear 
to  obtain  more  money  here  on  more  reasonable  ones. 
An  impost  once  laid  on  to  pay  the  interest  whether  by 
the  authority  of  Congress,  if  that  should  be  agreed  to, 
or  by  that  of  several  States,  would  soon  give  us  better 
credit  here.     But  in  order  to  keep  our  reputation,  upon 
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which  our  credit  depends,  there  should  be  some  body 
constantly  residing  here  to  publish  illustrations  of  our  af- 
fairSy  and  to  confute  the  calumnies  of  our  enemies  of  all 
denominations. 

With  great  and  sincere  respect,  be. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


NOTE    FHOM   BARON   THULEMEIBR  TO  JOHN    ADAMS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  Mai^h  14,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  King  being  desirous  to  give  every  possible  con- 
sistence to  the  treaty  of  conmierce,  to  be  concluded  on 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  *States  of  America, 
very  willingly  adopts  your  idea,  of  taking  for  a  model 
the  one  which  has  been  negotiated  with  Sweden,  and  of 
afterwards  introducmg  such  changes  as  a  difference  of 
circumstances  and  position  may  render  necessary;  a  copy 
of  this  treaty  has  been  asked  of  me,  but,  as  I  have  none 
at  my  disposal,  I  take  the'  liberty  of  having  recourse  to 
you,  sir,  and  requesting  you  to  give  it  to  me  ;  if  I  re- 
ceive it  in  the  course  of  to-morrow,  I  may  be  able  to 
forward  it  by  Tuesday's  post,  which  goes,  as  you  may 
perhaps  be  informed,  before  noon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

THULEMEIER. 

P.  S.  If  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Sweden  should 
not  be  in  print,  I  will  have  that  which  you  shall  send  to 
me,  copied  immediately,  and  I  will  have  the  honor,  sir, 
to  return  you  the  original. 


\ 


lOB  JOHN  AOAHS. 

NOT£   FROM  B^I^QN  THUL£MEI£B  TQ  JOHN  AD^JHS. 

Tmnsbilion. 

The  Hague,  Mandi  85,  IfSi. 
Sir, 

You  have  desired  information  of  the  merchandizes 
and  productions  which  may  be  the  object  of  a  reciprocal 
commerce,  between  the  States  of  his  Prussian  Majesty, 
and  those  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  am  loo 
much  flattered  with  the  idea  of  establishing  these  new 
coiBjmipiftl  cann^^poos  m  cxxijimction  with  you,  not  to  be 
earnestly  desirous  of  conmiunicAting  to  you  tba  ideas  I 
hi¥6  ooUectad^  both  from  tfa^  instnuelions  which  my 
Cmui  have  fumisbad  me  mth  in  the  fint  instance,  and 
such  as  I  bava  obtained  from  other  chaBnels.  The  de- 
scriptk)n  that  I  ofbr  you  will  be  however  very  succinct. 
Conining  myself  to  the  most  essential  articles,  I  tender 
you,  sir,  every  eclairissement  you  may  wbh  for  and 
wijucfa  may  be  necessary,  perhaps  when  the  negotiatioa 
wkh  which  we  are  charged,  shall  have  taken  some 
consistence. 

ImpwrtaiiofM  into  his  Pnmian  Mq/esty^s  domiimns. 
A*  Virginia  tobacco. 

B.  Rice. 

C.  Indigo. 

0.  WbfdeOil. 


from  hi*  MfgfiUy^s  donmifm*  to  the  Uni$ed 
SM^  of  A$i^vs^ 

A.  Silesian  linens  pf  g^neral  sale  throughout  the  con- 
tinent of  America  as  also  in   the  W^st  ludies. 

B.  Russian  hemp,  the  best  that  is  known. 


DIPLOMATKQ  CORWS^NDENCE.  l^ 

C.  Betdi^  Pmi^ms  a  &^j:  kind  thaa  that  of  ^ooyi 
and  091  so  de^f. 

D.  SicHne  piodi^tioiBS  of  Prussian  i|>jd|ispy,  s^^b  9/1 
hardifiMe  /^  tlie  co^p^y  of  Majrl^,  whidi  till  opur, 
«3  m»H  as  ll^e  Silesk^n  linens,  bave  gone  tlyough  ^ 
haad^  of  itbs  En^Uh  and  h^ve  cpiysequeiiUy  iocrfi^ 
tbeir  {rioe  pn  their  eatrf  imo  Aroenqa. 

£•  Clolbs  of  ^11  kiqd3>  Bi^nblets  ipad  such  like  mi^-r 
fhanriiflMff. 

I  fsibi^  ^ddf  Wi  tb^  tbe  King  \^ves  to  Congress  iim 
chpiQQ  ^f  s^c^  pf  hi^  poi^  for  ^e  coDunarpeof  excb^qg^i 
or  ib^  deppsit  of  jMrchan#&e,  #s  pniy  be  oapst  citable  to 
tbim»*  J^h/ief^,  S^hiamd  towards  the  INpyth  Soa,  op^^n 
Ae  pofis  io  9  tJ^iid^  ydt^  the  western  part  of  G^rm^y. 
Stteltbl}  9  n^^iitime  plaoe  on  tb^  Baltic  with  the  interior  pf 
tbi9  ¥^t  region,  by  mean^  of  the  Oder-  FiAjedly,  tbf 
popjtB  of  the  twp  Pfus0ias  e^^blish  a  b^pefip^al  commeaDpe 
vfi$k  |be  )dng4piif  of  Polaad,  where  the  Americfg?  M^t 
ma4  espieciajly  the  codfish,  may  be  sold  to  the  grfMest  ftfl- 
vantag^.     I  h^v^  th^  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THE  BARpN  DE  THULJEMEIER. 


fiOJ^   f^Q^   Bl^mti   TUULEMEIER   TO    JOHN    AP^MS. 

Transliation. 

The  Hagrue,  March  35/1784. 

Sir, 

TtiQ  Sieur  Christian  Ij^Ypnbprst,  Lutheran  MinistiMr 

at  ]£h^npaer,  in  Qeorgia,  died  there  some  years  ago,  and 

h«5  widpi^y  Anii^  Barbarine  KraitiQ,  died  in  the  same 

plape,  tbp  Ut  My,  1779.    By  a  recipiooal  will  made 
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between  them,  the  husband  bequeathed  the  sum  of 
£300,  sterling  to  his  three  sisters,  settled  in  his  Prussian 
Majesty's  dominions,  and  the  wife  stipulated  the  same 
advantages  in  favor  of  her  family,  residing  in  Ravens- 
burg.  The  remainder  of  the  estate  was  to  be  divided  in 
equal  portions  between  the  heirs  of  the  testators,  de- 
ducting two  legacies  of  £40  sterling  each,  in  favor  of 
the  religious  missions  in  India,  and  the  orphan  house  at 
Halle ;  Messrs  Joseph  Schubtrin  and  Jacob  Waldhauer, 
at  Ebenezer,  were  appointed  executors,  and  it  appears 
that  they  administered  to  the  inheritance  in  this  capacity, 
from  a  letter  they  dated  4th  May,  1780,  to  Mary  Hop- 
pin,  living  at  Daber,  in  Pomerania,  and  one  of  the  sisters 
of  the  defunct  Ravenhorst.  From  their  own  account 
the  moveables  of  the  estates  were  estimated  at  £487. 
19*.  sterling  ;  there  was  £400  in  debts,  the  recovery  of 
which  was  put  into  an  attorney's  hands;  there  was, 
moreover,  in  property,  1300  acres  of  land  provision- 
ally admmistered  to,  by  the  executors,  during  the 
troubles  of  the  American  war ;  the  heirs  received  no 
news  concerning  the  arrangement  of  the  estate  ;  but  in 
the  last  instance  the  professor  Freylinghausen,  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  orphan  house  at  Halle,  was  inform- 
ed by  a  letter  from  Pennsylvania,  that  Mr.  Schubtrin, 
one  of  the  executors,  had  died  in  the  meanwhile,  and 
that  the  •second,  Mr.  Waldhauer  had  been  plundered  by 
a  batid  of  robbers,  of  all  the  ready  money  and  effects 
arising  from  the  inheritance,  committed  to  his  care  ;  sup- 
posing that  this  event  was  supported  by  legal  proofs,  the 
just  pretensions  of  the  heirs  to  the  debts  subsist,  still  in 
full  force  since  the  recovery  of  them,  does  not  appear  to 
have  taken  place ;  as  likewise   the  immoveables,  the 
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alienation  of  which  was  declared  as  impossible  during 
the  course  of  the  war.  One  Sophia  Newman,  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Ravenhorst,  settled  in  Berlin,  and  sister  of  the 
Minister  deceased/  in  Georgia,  has  claimed  her  Sove- 
r^gn's  projection,  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  King's 
orden,  that  the  underwritten,  his  Majesty's  Ekivoy  Ex- 
traordinary, has  been  authorized  to  place  the  particulars 
of  this  affiur  before  Mr.  Adams,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States  at  the  Hague.  He  flatters  himr 
self  that  this  Minister  will  be  so  good  ^s  to  employ  his 
services  to  obtain  for  the  heirs,  an  authentic  copy  of  the 
will  and  inventory,  and  make  the  necessary  representa- 
tioQS  where  it  may  be  proper  that  the  Executor  may 
be  obliged  to  give  an  account  of  the  profits  of  the  estate, 
of  the  moneys  he  has  administered,  and  the  capital  and 
property,  the  liquidation  of  which  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. DE  THULEMEIER. 


FROM   JOHK    ADAMS    TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  April  10,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  and  a  copy  of  a  pro- 
ject of  a  treaty  transmitted  to  me  by  the  order  of  the 
King  of  Prussia.  I  should  hope  it  might  be  examined 
in  Congress,  or  by  a  committee,  and  that  instructions  may^ 
be  sent  concerning  any  changes  to  be  made  in  the  articles^ 
together  with  a  commission  to  treat  and  conclude,  to  such 
person  or  persons,  as  Congress  shall  please  to  appoint. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


•    lit  JOAK  ADAMS. 

rmoll  BARON    Dt   THULEMStER   TO  JOHN    ADAMS. 

Translatioti. 
Sir, 

I I1AV6  the  boaat  to  send  you  bcorewith,  tn  arigimi, 
the  iptaptskion  of  a  treaty  of  dommeice  to  be  concluded 
on  between  his  Pnissiain  Majesty/  atkl  the  United  States 
of  Atii^ricfl,  ro  the  saitie  condition  iM  the  King  sent  it  to 
me,  re^juMbg  of  you  to  return  it  to  ni^  as  soon  as  you 
^mll  haV0  copied  it.  It  will  be  infinitely  agrteeable  to 
me,  m,  lAd  very  satisfiu^tory  to  oui"  madteraf,  to  con- 
dodt,  ifi  e^neert  with  ydu,  this  negotiation  to  the  de- 
atei  {Mrint.  tf  to-lnoirciw,  between  seven  and  eight 
rft]66k  in  the  evening,  you  oould  ^ant  me  a  motiient's 
^diiv^rMtion,  I  Mil,  with  great  eamestiiese,  call  otr  fcfa 
to  know  yotir  sentiixients. 

I  hate  -add^d,  sir,  a  description  of  Silesian  linens, 
which,  hitherto,  have  been  in  great  demand  by  your 
countrymen;  that  is  to  say,  if  I  am  rightly  informed  by 
the  Silesian  merchant  who  fuillished  it^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 

DeMipticm  of  the  principal  articles  of  Siiteiaii  Knena^ 
which  hate  been  sent  hitherto  to  the  Unhed  Pibviitoeaof 
If ctfth  America,  by  the  Sieur  John  Grodfrey  LidCkb,  Inev* 
diant  and  tnanufaictiiref  at  Hirsberg. 
L  Hamburg  Lawns,        &.  Tandem  double  Sitesks, 
9.  Long  Lawns,  6.  Tandem  quadruple  Sileriaa, 

3.  Ftticol  Lawns,  7.  Browtf  quadrapie  SHesias. 

4.  Single  Silesiaa,  8.  Estopilb  Unie^. 
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Translation. 

Prqect  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  his 

Mngetty  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of 

North  America, 

The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  thirteen  United  States 
of  North  America  desiring  to  fix  in  a  stable  and  perma- 
nent manner,  the  rules  to  be  observed  in  the  intercourse 
and  commerce  between  their  respective  countries,  states, 
and  subjects.  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  have 
judged  that  the  end  cannot  be  better  obtained  than  by 
taJdng  the  reciprocal  utility  and  advantages  of  the  two 
nations  for  the  basis  of  their  arrangements,  by  avoiding 
all  burthensome  preferences,  which  are  conmionly  the  oc- 
casion of  dissensions,  embarrassments  and  discontents, 
allowing  at  the  same  time  each  party  to  make  such  in- 
terior regulations  respecting  commerce  and  navigation  as 
may  be  suitable  to  themselves. 

With  this  view,  his  Majesty,  the  King  of  Prussia  has 
nominated   and  constituted   as    his  plenipotentiary  the 

'  and  the  United  States  have  on  their  part 
given  full  power  to  ,  which  plenipotentia- 
ries, after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  and  on 
mature  deliberation  have  concluded,  settled  and  signed 
the  following  articles. 

Article  i.  There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  uni- 
versal peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere  friendship  between 
the  Kmg  of  Prussia,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  also  between  his  Majesty's 
subjects  and  those  of  the  said  States,  as  well  as  between 
the  countries,  islands,  cities  and  places  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  King  and  the  United  States,  without  except- 
VoL.  II. — 15 
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ing  any  persons  or  places,  the  conditions  stipulated  in  the 
present  treaty  shall  be  perpetual  and  permanent  between 
the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors  and  the  said  States. 

Article  ii.  The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United 
States  of  America  mutually  engage  not  to  grant  hereaf- 
ter any  particular  favor  with  respect  to  commerce  and 
navigation,  to  other  nations,  that  shall  not  immediately 
become  common  to  either  of  the  contracting  parties  of  the 
present  treaty,  who  shall  partake  of  this  favor  gratuitous- 
ly if  the  concession  is  gratuitous,  or  by  giving  the  same 
compensation  if  the  favor  is  conditional. 

Article  hi.  The  principal  end  of  this  treaty  being 
to  open  a  reciprocal  commerce  between  the  subjects  of 
the  two  States,  and  to  procure  for  them,  by  that  means, 
a  sure  and  easy  vent  fof  their  national  productions ;  the 
two  contracting  parties  agree,  that  the  merchandizes  of 
Prussian  manufactory,  particularly  linens  of  Silesia  and 
other  provinces  belonging  to  the  King,  cloths  and  woolen 
siiifk,  &c.  shall  not  pay  other  or  heavier  duties  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  than  what  similar  mer- 
chandizes of  the  most  favored  nation  pay  in  the  said 
States  on  entry  and  exportation.  In  like  manner,  the 
merchandizes  of  America,  such  as  Virginia  tobacco,  rice, 
indigo,  furs,  &c.  shall  only  be  subject,  on  their  entry  and 
exportation  in  the  ports  and  maritime  places  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Prussia,  to  the  imposts  paid  by  the  most 
favored  nations.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  stib- 
jects  of  the  two  respective  States  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
frade  to  the  ports  and  maritime  places  of  either  State, 
unless  they  submit  to  the  established  laws  and  customs  of 
the  country  where  they  would  wish  to  trade. 

Article  iv.  The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  reserve  for  themselves  the  right  to 
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prohibit)  m  their  respective  countries,  the  importation  or 
exportation  of  all  merchandize  whatsoever,  when  reasons 
of  State  require  it.  In  this  case,  the  subjects  of  either  of 
the  contracting  parties  of  the  present  treaty,  shall  not 
import  or  export  the  merchandizes  prohibited  by  the 
pther.  But  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties  permits  any 
other  nation  to  import  or  export  the  same  articles,  thq 
subjects  o[  the  other  contracting  party  shall  enjoy  the 
same  liberty.  It  therefore  follows,  that  all  kinds  of  mer- 
chandize that  are  not  declared  contraband,  may  be  freely 
imported  and  exported  by  the  subjects  of  the  two  respec- 
tive States. 

Article  v.  For  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  least 
occasion  for  discontent,  it  is  agreed  on  between  both  par- 
ties, that  when  the  merchandize  shall  be  laden  on  board 
the  ships  or  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  contractmg  par- 
ties, they  shall  be  no  longer  subject  to  any  visit,  all  visits 
and  searching  shall  b&  made  before  the  loadmg,  and  the 
prohibited  merchandize  shall  be  seized  on  the  shore  before 
it  can  be  embarked,  unless  there  be  manifest  signs  and 
proofs  of  a  fraudulent  loading  on  the  part  of  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  ship,  or  of  the  commander,  in  thb  case  alone, 
he  shall  be  responsible  and  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  he  shall  be  in.  In  any  other  case,  neither  the 
subjects  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  who  shall  be 
with  their  ships  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  nor  their  mer- 
chandize, shall  be  seized  or  molested  on  account  of 
the  contraband  articles  they  intended  taking  on  board, 
nor  any  kind  of  embargo  put  on  their  ships;  the  subjects 
or  citizens  of  the  States  where  these  merchandizes  are 
declared  contraband,  or  the  exportation  of  them  is  pro- 
hited,  and  who,  notwithstanding,  shall  have  sold  or  would 
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have  sold  and  alienated  the  said  merchandizes,  are  to  b« 
the  only  persons  who  shall  be  punished  for  such  an  in- 
fraction. 

Article  vi.  The  subjects  of  the  Kmg  of  Prussia 
shall  not  pay  in  the  ports,  harbors,  roads,  islands,  cities 
and  places  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  recipro- 
cally the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  States  shall 
not  pay  in  the  ports,  harbors,  roads,  cities  and  maritime 
places  within  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Prussia, 
other  or  greater  duties  and  imposts  of  any  kind  what- 
ever than  the  most  favored  nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged 
to  pay,  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privi- 
leges, humanities  and  exemptions,  which  the  said  nations 
do  or  shall  enjoy,  whether  they  go  from  one  port  to  the 
other  of  the  respective  States,  or  whether  they  go  or  re- 
turn fit)m  any  part  of  the  world  whatever. 

Abticle  VII.  A  perfect  liborty  of  conscience  shall  be 
granted  to  the  inhabitants  and  subjects  of  both  the  con- 
tracting parties,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  and 
no  one  shall  be  molested  on  account  of  his  mode  of  wor- 
ship, provided,  he  submits  to  such  public  demonstrations 
as  are  enjoined  by  the  laws  of  the  country.  Moreover, 
the  respective  inhabitants  and  subjects  shall  be  permitted 
to  bury  their  dead  in  suitable  decent  places  appointed  for 
this  purpose,  and  the  two  contracting  parties  shall  each  of 
them,  within  their  jurisdiction,  provide  that  the  respective 
subjects  and  inhabitants  may  be  able  to  obtain  certificates 
of  the  death  of  a  person  in  case  they  shall  be  requested 
to  grant  them. 

Article  viii.  The  subjects  of  the  two  contracting 
parties  shall  have  power  within  the  respective  States 
freely  to  dbpose  of  their  personal  goods  or  eflects  by 
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testament,  donation,  or  otherwise,  to  whomsoeyer  they 
please,  and  their  heirs  wherever  they  may  reside,  shall 
succeed  to  the  said  effects,  ab  intestato,  either  by  them- 
selves or  by  others  acting  for  them,  without  the  necessity 
of  obtaining  letters  of  naturalization.  These  inheritances, 
as  likewise  the  capitals  and  funds  which  the  subjects  of 
the  contracting  parties,  in  moving,  would  wish  to  carry 
with  them  from  the  place  of  their  residence,  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  all  rights  of  detraction  on  the  part  of  the 
government  of  the  respective  States.  But  it  is  at  the 
same  time  agreed  that  the  contents  of  this  article  shall 
not  derogate  in  any  manner,  from  the  ordinances  promul- 
gated by  the  King  agahist  emigrations  or  that  may  here- 
after be  published  on  this  matter,  the  United  States  on 
their  part,  or  each  State  in  particular,  may  enact  such 
laws  as  they  shall  see  fit  on  this  same  head. 

Article  ix.  It  shall  be  permitted  to  every  subject 
and  inhabitant  of  the  States  of  the  Kmg  of  Prussia,  as 
likewise  to  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  navigate  with  their  vessels  in  per- 
fect security  and  liberty  wherever  they  please,  without 
distinguishing  whom  the  merchandize  and  cargo  belong 
to;  it  shall  also  be  permitted  for  the  subjects  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  two  States  to  navigate  and  trade  with 
their  vessels  and  merchandizes  in  full  security  to  the  parts, 
ports  and  harbors,  of  powers  at  enmity  with  the  two  con- 
tractmg  parties,  or  either  of  them  without  being  anywise 
molested  or  troubled,  whether  they  carry  on  this  com- 
merce directiy  or  from  one  port  to  another,  both  belonging 
to  an  enemy  under  the  government  of  the  same  or  of  diffe- 
rent princes,  moreover  the  contracting  parties  adopt  by 
the  present  treaty  the  principle,  that  free  vessels  shall 
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make  free  goods,  and  that  every  thing  shall  be  regarded 
as  free  which  shall  be  on  board  of  vessels  belonging  to 
the  subjects  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties^  even 
though  the  cargo  shall  belong  entirely  or  in  part  to  the 
enemies  of  one  of  the  two:  it  being  understood,  however, 
that  contraband  articles  shall  be  always  excepted,  and 
that  when  such  articles  shall  be  intercepted,  they 
shall  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the  spirit  of  the 
following  articles.  The  same  liberty  shall  extend  to  per- 
sons sailing  in  a  free  vessel,  so  that  although  they  may  be 
subjects  of  powers  inimical  to  the  two  contracting  parties 
or  either  of  them,  they  shall  not  be  taken  out  of  the  free 
vessel,  excepting  they  shall  be  military  characters  actual- 
ly in  the  enemy's  service. 

Article  x.  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce 
shall  extend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandize,  exceptbg  only 
such  as  are  expressed  in  the  following  article,  and  desig- 
nated under  the  name  of  contraband  merchandize. 

Article  xi.  By  prohibited  or  contraband  articles,  are 
understood  arms,  cannon,  ball,  arquebusses,  muskets,  mor- 
tars, shells,  petards,  grenades,  saucisses,  hoops,  carriages, 
rests  for  muskets,  shoulder-belts,  gunpowder,  matches, 
sulphur,  shot,  pikes,  sabres,  swords,  morions,  hehnets, 
halberds,  javelins,  pistols  and  holsters,  belts,  bayonets, 
horses  and  harnesses,  and  every  other  kind  of  arms  and 
instruments  of  war  serving  for  the  use  of  troops. 

Article  xii.  The  following  shaU  not  be  reckoned 
among  the  contraband  articles,  viz:  all  kinds  of  cloths  and 
other  manufactures  of  linens,  wool,  silk,  cotton,  or  other 
materials,  all  kinds  of  clothing,  and  what  commonly  serves 
for  that  purpose,  coined  or  uncoined  silver,  tin,  iron,  lead^ 
copper,  brass,  iurnace  coals,  wheat,  barley,  and  all  other 
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kinds  of  grains  and  vegetables,  tobacco,  aQ  kinds  ot  aro* 
ntotics,  salted  and  smoked  beef,  salted  fish,  cheese  and 
butter,  beer,  oil,  wine,  sugar,  all  kinds  oi  salt,  and  pioti'- 
sibns,  which  serve  for  the  nourishment  and  subsistence  of 
man,  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  cordage,  cables,  sails,  sailcloths, 
anc^prs  and  parts  of  anchors,  masts,  planks,  staves,  beams, 
and  all  kinds  of  joist;  in  short,  every  thing  that  is  neces- 
sary for  building  and  repairing  vessels. 

Moreover,  nothing  shall  be  considered  as  contraband 
which  is  not  in  the  form  of  any  instrument  or  machine 
for  the  purpose  of  war  by  land  or  sea,  much  less  any 
diong  fabricated  or  intended  for  any  other  purpose.  All 
such  ardcles  shall  be  deemed  free  merchandize,  as  also  in 
general,  all  such  as  are  not  comprehended  and  particular^ 
ly  pointed  out  in  the  preceding  article,  so  that  they  can- 
not, by  any  pretended  construction,  be  comprehended 
within  prohibited  or  contraband  merchandizes,  but  may 
be  freely  transported  by  the  King's  subjects,  and  by  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  even  to  the  enemy's  terri- 
tories, excepting  only  places  beseiged,  blocked  up  or  in^ 
vested,  and  those  only  shall  be  considered  as  such,  which 
are  closely  surrounded  by  any  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Article  xiii.  In  order  to  remove  and  prevent  on 
both  isides,  all  discussion  and  disorders,  it  is  agreed,  that 
where  one  of  the  two  contracting  parties  shall  be  engag- 
ed in  a  war,  the  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  other,  shall  be  provided  with  sea  letters  or 
passports,  expressing  the  name,  the  property  and  bur- 
then of  the  vessel,  as  also  the  name  and  dwelling  of  the 
master  or  commander,  so  that  it  may,  by  this  means, 
appear  that  the  vessel  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the 
subjects  and  citizens  of  one  or  the  other  contracting  par- 
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ties.  These  passports,  which  shall  be  made  out  in  good 
and  due  fonn,  shall  on  both  sides  be  renewed  as  often  as 
the  vessek  return  home  in  the  course  of  a  year.  The 
said  vessels  shall,  moreover,  be  provided  not  only  with 
sea  letters  but  also  with  certificates,  containing  the  parti- 
culars of  the  cargo,  the  place  from  which  the  vessel 
sailed,  and  where  she  is  destined,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
known  that  she  carries  no  prohibited  or  contraband  goods, 
specified  in  the  eleventh  article  of  this  present  treaty, 
which  certificates  shall  be  alike  made  out  by  the  officers 
of  the  place  firom  which  the  vessel  saik. 

Abticle  XIV.  Although  the  vessels  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  may  navigate  freely  and  in  full  secu- 
rity, as  is  explained  in  the  ninth  article,  they  shall,  not- 
withstandbg,  be  obliged,  every  time  they  are  demanded, 
to  show,  as  well  at  sea  as  in  port,  the  beforementioned 
passports  and  certificates,  and  if  they  are  not  loaded  with 
contraband  articles  for  an  enemy's  port,  they  shall  be 
allowed  fireely  and  without  restriction  to  pursue  their 
voyage  towards  the  place  of  their  destination. 

Article  xv.  If,  on  producing  the  certificates,  it  shall 
be  discovered  that  the  vessel  has  on  board  any  of  the 
articles  which  are  declared  prohibited  or  contraband,  and 
which  are  consigned  to  an  enemy's  port,  it  shall  not, 
however,  be  permitted  to  break  open  the  hatches  of  said 
vessel,  nor  to  open  any  case,  box,  bale  or  cask,  or  to 
displace  them,  or  to  overturn  the  least  part  of  the  mer- 
chandize until  the  cargo  has  been  landed  in  the  presence 
of  officers  appointed  for  this  purpose,  and  the  inventory 
taken.  Moreover,  it  shall  not  be  permitted  to  sell,  ex- 
change or  alienate  the  cargo,  or  any  part  thereof,  before 
legal  process  is  obtained  against  the  prohibited  goods, 
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and  that  they  shall  ha^  been  declaxed  confiscated  by 
.  sentence,  reserving  nevertheless,  as  well  the  ship  as  the 
other  goods,  which  were  on  board,  and  which,  in  virtue 
of  the  present  treaty  are  judged  firee,  they  shall  not  be 
restrmned  under  pretence  that  they  were  loaded  with 
prohibited  articles,  and  still  less  confiscated  as  lawful 
[Nnze.  And  on  supposition  that  the  said  contraband 
goods  making  but  a  part  of  the  cargo,  the  master  of  the 
vessel  agrees,  consents,  and  offers  to  deliver  them  on 
board  the  vessel  which  shall  have  detected  them;  in  this 
case  the  latter,  after  having  received  the  goods  as  lawfiil 
prize,  shall  be  bound  to  let  the  vessel  go  immediately, 
and  shall  not  prevent  her  by  any  means  to  pursue  her 
route  towards  the  place  of  her  destination.  If  any  ves- 
sel, taken  and  carried  into  one  of  the  ports  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  under  pretence  of  contraband,  is  found, 
upon  visiting,  to  be  only  loaded  with  goods  declared  to 
be  firee,  the  owner,  or  the  person  who  shall  have  made 
the ,  capture,  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  all  expenses  and 
damages  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  unjustly  detained. 

Abticle  XVI.  It  b  mutually  agreed  that  every  thmg 
that  should  be  found  laden  by  the  subjects  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  on  board  a  vessel  belongmg  to  the 
enemies  of  the  other  party,  shall  be  wholly  confiscated, 
although  these  effects  may  not  be.  among  the  number  of 
those  declared  contraband,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  these 
articles  belonged  to  the  enemy  themselves,  excepting, 
however,  elB^ts  and  merchandizes  which  shall  have  been 
laden  on  board  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  enemy  before 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  also  nine  months  after  the 
declaration,  after  which  time  it  shall  be  supposed  it  could 
not  be  unknown.  The  merchandizes  shall  in  nowise  be 
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suliject  to  eonfiacation,  but  shall  be  'fidthfullj  testoi^  to 
tb^  owners,  who  shall  redabA,  or  ca^ise  them  to  be  re- 
claimed, before  tbeir  confiscation  and  sale,  where  the  clum 
cannot  be  made  withki  die  space  of  eight  months  after 
the  sale,  which  must  be  paUic,  tfa^  proceeds  shaU  be  te- 
'tumed  to  the  owner;  it  being  undefstood,  howerer,  that  if 
the  said  merchandizes  ure  contraband,  they  shall  by  «ko 
means  be  permitted  to  transport  them  afterwards  to  any 
port  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

Akttcle  xvn.  And  in  order  to  provide  more  efl^- 
tually  fer  the  security  of  the  two  contracting  parties  and 
their  subjects,  all  captains  and  commanders  of  vessels  be- 
longing to  his  Prussian  Majesty  and  the  Ui^ed  States  of 
America,  as  abo  all  iiheir  subjects,  shall  be  foibid  to  com- 
liSft  any  damage  or  insult  against  the  vessels  of  the  other 
;paMy,  and  in  case  that  any  one  shall  contravene  this  pro- 
hibition, and  upon  examination  shall  be  found  culjpaMe 
-b^re  his  own  judge,  he  shall  be  bound  to  give  satisfkc- 
*tiOii  for  all  damages  and  interests,  and  to  indemnify  them 
under  penalty  and  obligation  of  his  person  rind  efl^ts. 

ARiicLE  XVIII.  Tot  this  purpose,  evdry  ^pfeiMn  who 
^MM  fit  out  a  privateer,  diatl  be  obliged,  bcrfbre  he  re- 
aves his  patents  or  special  commissions,  to  ^e 'security 
•before  a  competent  judge  of  good  substantial  pets^Ms 
severally  and  conjointiy,  in  a  sum  sufficient  ior  the  pur- 
pose of  answering  for  all  damages  and  wnxigs  which  the 
owner,  his  officers,  or  others  in  his  service  mliy  do,  diiriiig 
>thm  chiise,  agunst  the  tenor  of  the  present  treaty,  and 
iqgunst 'the  edicts  made  on  both  ades,%i  virtue  of  the  Stime 
^Maty,  'by  the  King  of  Phissia  and  the  United  States,  and 
ithis  tmder  penalty  of  revoking  and  annuffing  said  [Patents 
and  special  commissions. 
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Abtkjlv  lax.  One  of  Ihe  contracting  parties  beiag  at 
vail  and  tbe  other  ^oinuoing  neuter,  should  it  so  happen 
that  &  mevchantiDan  of  the  neutral  power  be  taken  by  the 
enony  of  the  power  at  war,  and  retaken  afterwards  by  a 
veqsd  ot  priyateer  of  said  power  at  war,  these  ships,  as 
likewise  all  the  ships  and  merchandizes  of  what  kind 
soever,  which  shall  have  been  taken  in  the  hands  of  any 
pirate  or  rover  of  the  seas,  shall  be  brought  into  some 
port  of  either  of  the  two  States,  and  put  under  the  care 
of  the  officer  of  said  port,  in  order  that  they  may  be  en- 
tirely restored  to  their  true  owner  as  soon  as  he  shall  pro- 
duce sufficient  proofe  of  his  property.  The  merchants, 
masters,  and  owners  of  vessels,  sailors,  &c.  the  ships  and 
veasebi  and  in  general  any  kind  of  merchandizes  or 
effect!^  of  one  of  tbe  contracting  parties  or  their  subjects, 
sl^  not  be  subject  to  any  embargo,  nor  detained  b  any 
of  the  countries,  territories,  islands,  cities,  places,  shores, 
or  dononiQns,  whatever,  of  the  other  party,  for  any  mili- 
tary expeditioB,  public  or  private  use  of  any  person  what- 
ever, by  seizure,  force,  or  any  like  manner.  Much  less 
shall  the  subjects  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties  be 
allowed  to  take  or  seize  on  any  thing  by  force,  belonging 
to  the  subjects  of  the  other  party,  without  tbe  consent  of 
the  owner,  which,  however,  is  not  to  extend  to  seizures  and 
arrests  which  shall  be  made  by  order  and  authority  o(  the 
justioe>  and  according  to  the  ordinary  measures  on  account 
of  debts  or  crimes,  on  which  subjects  process  is  to  be  had 
agreeaUy  to  the  forms  of  justice. 

Abticle  XX.  Should  it  happen  that  the  two  con- 
tracting parties  should  be  engaged  in  war  at  the  same 
time  against  a  common  enemy,  the  following  points  shall 
be  observed  between  them. 


124  JOHN  ADAMS. 

1st.  If  the  veiKsek  of  one  of  the  two  oatioos,  fe-taken 
bj  the  privateers  of  the  other,  shall  not  have  been  in 
possession  of  the  enemy  more  than  twenty-four  hours, 
they  shall  be  restored  to  the  first  owner  for  one  third  of 
the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
the  re-taken  vessel  shaU  have  been  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  she  shall  belong 
wholly  to  the  re-captor. 

5hid.  Where  it  shall  happen  that  a  ship  is  re-taken  by 
a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the  government  of  one  of 
the  two  contracting  powers,  within  the  interval  of  twen- 
ty-four hours,  she  shall  be  restored  to  the  first  owner  for 
one  thirtieth  of  the  value  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  and  the 
tenth  if  she  has  been  re-taken  after  the  twenty-four 
hours,  which  sums  shall  be  distributed  in  gratuities  to 
the  crews  of  the  vessels  which  shaU  make  the  re-cap- 
ture. 

drd.  The  prizes  made  in  the  aforesaid  manner,  shall 
be  restored  to  the  proprietcHs,  after  proof  made  of  the 
property,  with  surety  given  for  the  part  to  which  the 
party  who  has  re-taken  the  vessel  from  the  enemy,  is 
entitled. 

4th.  The  vessels  of  war  of  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties, and  of  their  subjects,  shall  be  reciprocally  admitted 
with  their  prizes  into  the  respective  ports ;  but  these 
prizes  shall  not  be  discharged  or  sold  until  their  legality 
shall  have  been  decided  according  to  the  laws  and  r^u- 
lations  of  the  States  to  which  the  privateers  belong,  but 
by  the  judicature  of  the  place  into  which  the  prize  shall 
have  been  conducted. 

5th.  Moreover,  it  shall  be  free  to  the  contracting 
parties,  to  make  such  regulations  as  they  shall  judge 
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BOCCBsary  for  the  conduct  of  their  respective  vesseb  and 
privateers,'  relative  to  the  vessels  which  they  shall  take 
and  cany  into  the  ports  of  the  two  powers. 

Article  xxi.  The  armed  vessels  may  conduct  with 
iiill  liberty,  the  prizes  they  shall  have  taken  firom  their 
enemies,  in  the  open  ports,  in  time  of  war,  to  other 
friendly  nations,  and  these  prizes,  so  entering  into  said 
ports  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  stopped  or  seized,  nor 
sbaH  the  ofBcers  of  the  place  have  any  right  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  validity  of  said  prizes,  which  shall  be 
allowed  to  go  out,  and  be  carried  in  full  liberty  to  the 
places  mentioned  in  the  commissicms,  which  the  captains 
of  said  vessels  shall  be  obliged  to  show. 

Article  xxii.  In  case  that  any  vessel  belonging  to 
one  of  the  two  States  or  their  subjects,  shall  run  aground, 
be  shipwrecked,  or  suffer  any  other  damage  on  the  coasts 
or  dominions  of  the  other  State,  every  assistance  shall  be 
given  to  the  shipwrecked  persons,  or  to  those  who  are  in 
danger,  and  passports  shall  be  granted  to  them  to  secure 
their  return  to  their  own  country,  the  ships  and  ship- 
wrecked merchandizes,  or  their  proceeds,  if  they  shall 
have  been  sold,  being  claimed  by  their  owners  or  their 
agents  within  a  year  and  a  day,  shall  be  restored  on  pay- 
ing the  expenses  of  salvage,  conformably  to  the  laws  and 
customs  of  the  two  nations. 

Article  xxiii.  When  the  subjects  and  mhabitants  of 
one  of  the  contracting  parties,  with  their  vessels,  public  or 
private,  armed  or  merchantmen,  shall  be  compelled  by 
storm,  by  the  pursuit  of  pirates,  or  enemy's  vessels  or  by 
any  other  urgent  necessity,  to  take  refuge  and  enter  into 
any  river,  bay,  road  or  port  of  the  other  party,  they  shall 
be  received  with  humanity   and  kindness,  and  shall  meet 
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with  every  friendshipi  protecdon  and  assbtance.  Tbey 
sball  be  allowed  to  provide  themselves  with  refreshmenlSi 
provisions,  and  every  necessary  for  the  subsistence,  the 
reparation  of  their  vessels,  and  the  contmuatioii  of  their 
voyage  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  they  shall  not  be  in  any 
wise  detained  or  prevented  firom  going  out  of  said  ports, 
or  roads,  but  may  withdraw  how  and  when  they  please, 
without  any  let  or  molestation. 

Article  xxiv.  The  vessels  of  subjects  or  inhabitants 
of  one  of  the  two  contracting  powers,  approaching  the 
coast  belonging  to  the  other  party,  but  not  intending  to 
enter  into  port,  or  entering  therein,  not  desiring  to  dis- 
charge their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  do  it,  but  on  the  contrary  shall  enjoy  all  the  franchises 
and  exemptions  allowed  by  the  regulations  which  subaist 
on  this  head. 

Article  xxv.  When  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects and  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
sailing  oa  the  high  seas,  shall  be  met  by  a  ship  of  war 
belon^ng  to  the  other  party,  to  prevent  disorder,  the  said 
ship  of  war  shall  not  approach  within  cannon  shot,  but 
shall  send  if  she  pleases  her  boat  aboard  the  merchant- 
man, and  enter  her  with  two  or  three  men,  the  master  or 
commander  of  said  ship  on  shewing  his  passport,  which 
proves  the  property  of  the  ship,  to  said  perscnas,  after 
said  vessel  shall  have  exhibited  this  passport,  she  shall 
have  hberty  to  continue  her  voyage,  and  it  shall  not  be 
lawiiil  to  molest  her,  nor  to  seek  in  any  manner  to  chase 
her,  or  to  oblige  her  to  quit  her  intended  course. 

Article  xxvi.  The  two  contracting  parties  mutually 
grant  each  other  the  liberty  of  having,  in  their  respective 
ports,  Consuls,  Vice  Consuk,  Agents  and  Commissaries, 
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who  shall  exercise  their  consular  fiinclsons  upon  the  same 
Abting  as  the  Consuls  of  the  other  frieadly  nations  exeiv 
dse  ifaem  in  such  places  as  they  reside ;  but  if  th^  6hal 
etercise  commerce,  they  most  do  k  in  subjection  'totiie 
received  laws  and  usages  of  the  place  of  their  residence. 

lAiRTiCLE  xxYii.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on 
boib  sides,  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  the 
space  of  eight  months  or  sooner,  if  possible,  leckoning 
firom  the  day  of  its  signature. 

In  testimony  Whereof,  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  foregdng  artides,  and  have  thereunto 
afiixed  their  seals. 

Done  at 

S£P ABATE    ARTICUe. 

The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  agree  that  the  preseoft  treaty  shall  be  in  Mi 
force  during  the  term  of  fifteen  successive  years,  counting 
firom  (he  day  of  its  ratification,  and  the  two  powers  re- 
serve to  themselves  the  power  of  renewing  it  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time. 

Done  at 

Copied  and  examined  by  the  original. 

J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

Attthe  Hague,  April  13,  1784. 


'FROM  ^OHN  ADAifS  TO  TtfE  PBESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  April  32, 1784. 

Sir, 
I  received  some  time  since  a  letter  firom  an  American 
gerideiaan,  now  in  London,  a  candidate  for  orders,  de- 
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siring  to  know  if  American  candidates  might  have  orders 
from  Protestant  bishops  on  the  continent,  and  complain- 
ing that  he  had  been  refused  by  the  bishop  of  London, 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  unless  he  would  take 
the  oaths  of  allegiance,  &:c. 

Meeting  soon  afterwards,  the  Danish  Minister,  I  had 
the  curiosity  to  inquire  of  him,  whether  ordinaUon  might 
be  had  in  Denmark,  he  answered  me  that  he  knew  not, 
but  would  soon  inform  himself,  I  heard  no  more  of  it  till 
to-day,  when  the  Secretary  of  his  embassy,  Mr.  de  Ro- 
senkrantz,  made  me  a  visit  and  delivered  me  the  papers, 
copies  of  which  are  enclosed. 

Thus  it  seems,  that  what  I  meant  as  current  conversa- 
tion, only,  has  been  made  the  subject  of  deliberation  of 
the  government  of  Denmark,  and  their  faculty  of  theolo- 
gy, which  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  transmit  to  Con- 
gress,   I  am  happy  to  find  the  decision  so  liberal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &£c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  N.  D£    ST.    SAPHORIN  TO   JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Hague,   April  21,  1784. 

M.  de  St.  Saphorin  has  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
Mr.  Adams,  the  answer  he  has  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency the  Count  de  Rosencrone,  Privy  Counsellor  and 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  his  Danish  Ma- 
jesty, relative  to  what  Mr.  Adams  desired  to  know,  he 
shall  be  happy  if  tbb  answer  be  agreeable  to  him,  as  well 
as  to  his  superiors,  and  useful  to  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
has  the  honor  to  assure  him  of  his  respect. 

DE  ST.  SAPHORIN. 
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E^ra/ct  of  a  letter  from  his  ExcelUncy  the  Comt  IM 
Mat^ncnmey  Privn  Cow^^^^  of  His  Migestj/  ike 
fSang  of  DenmarJcy  to  M.  De  St.  Saphoriny  Eaw^ 
Extraordinary  from  his  Mcgesty  to  the  States  Oen^ 
eraj. 

Sir, 
^'  The  opinion  of  the  Theological  Faculty  having  been 
takiin  on  the  question  made  to  your  Excellency  by  Mr, 
Adams;  if  the  American  Ministers  of  the  chuich  of 
England  can  be  consecrated  here  by  a  Bishop  of  the 
Danish  Church  ?  I  am  ordered  by  the  King  to  anUio- 
me  you  to  answer,  that  such  an  act  can  take  place, 
aecording  to  the  Danish  rites;  but,  Ibr  the  convenience  of 
the  Americans,  who  are  supposed  not  to  know  the 
Danish  Language,  the  Latin  language  will  be  made  use 
of  on  the  occasion.  For  the  rest,  nothing  will  be  ex- 
acted from  the  candidates,  but  a  profession  conformable 
to  the  articles  of  the  English  Church ;  omitting  the  oath 
called  Testy  which  prevents  their  being  ordained  by  the 
English  Bishops." 


Extract  from  the   Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

mrch  21,  1785. 
'^Qn  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Helton,  Mr.  W.  C.  Houston,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bedford, 
and  Mr.  Hardy,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters 
from  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Foreign 
Courts, 

ResQh^edy  That  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
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United  States  to  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  be  instructed  to  communicate  to  Monsieur 
De  St.  Saphorin,  Envoy  Extraordinary  from  his  Danish 
Majesty  to  the  States  General,  the  high  sense  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  entertain  of  the 
liberal  decision  made  by  his  Majesty,  on  the  question 
proposed  to  his  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Hague,  by 
Mr.  Adams,  Minister  from  the  United  States,  respecting 
the  ordination  of  American  candidates  for  holy  orders  in 
the  Episcopal  Church,  commonly  called  the  Church  of 
England.  • 

Orderedy  That  the  Secretary  for  foreign  afiairs  trans- 
mit to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  copies  of 
Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  the  22nd  day  of  April,  1784,  as 
well  as  of  the  papers  therein  enclosed  relative  to  Epis- 
copal ordination." 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  May  13,  1784. 

Sir, 
Since  my  last  arrival  in  Holland,  I  have  not  transmit- 
ted to  Congress  the  details  of  the  politics  of  this  Court 
and  nation,  nor  of  those  neighboring  Courts,  which  are 
exciting  disputes  with  it.  Mr.  Dumas  has  been  in  the 
habit  and  train  of  that  history,  and  I  have  not  thought  fit 
to  interrupt  him.  But  if  I  should  reside  here  regularly, 
the  whole  business  of  the  mission  will  of  course  go 
through  my  hands ;  I  therefore  wish  to  know  in  what 
light  I  am  to  consider  this  gentleman,  and  what  relation 
he  is  to  stand  in  to  me.     I  wish  it  for  the  government  of 
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my  own  conduct,  and  still  more  from  regard  to  him,  whom 
I  esteem  as  a  very  worthy  man,  and  one  who  has,  for  a 
course  of  years,  been  indefatigable  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  is  not  adequately  rewarded  or 
supported,  by  the  pittance  which  is  allowed  him.  But 
what  is  more  disagreeable,  he  has  never  had  any  character 
or  commission  from  Congress,  and  one  knows  not  what  to 
call  him,  whether  Secretary  or  Agent.  I  cannot  ask  him 
to  act  as  my  private  secretary,  which  is  really  much  be- 
neath him.  Although  he  is  ever  ready  to  assist  me  in  all 
things^  I  should  be  happy  to  know  the  pleasure  of  Ccm- 
gress  in  this  respect,  and  to  receive  their  instructions  fit>m 
time  to  time  in  all  things  whk^h  relate  to  the  United  Ne- 
therlands, which  I  shall  endeavor  to  execute  to  the  best 
of  my  power. 

Enclosed  is  another  copy  of  the  project  of  a  treaty 
with  Prussia,  which  I  transmitted  to  Paris  to  Messrs^ 
Franklin  and  Jay,  and  have  received  back  again  from 
them  with  their  approbation,  excepting  the  few  correc- 
tions and  inquiries  marked  upon  it  by  those  Ministers. 
The  King  will  send  a  full  power  probably  to  M.  de 
Thulemeier,  and  I  should  be  happy  to  know  the  pleasure 
of  Congress. 

With  great  respect,  &tc. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  May  13»  1784. 
Sir, 
The  measures  taken  by  the  neighboring  powers  are 
likely  to  produce  an  intimate  friendship  and  connexion 
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between  this  Republic  and  France.  England  has  mis- 
takea  her  policy  so  much,  as  to  delay  the  signature  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  and  to  keep  up  a  coldness  and  distance, 
which  instead  of  exciting  the  populace  in  favcur  of  Eng- 
liod  as  she  expected,  has  only  accelerated  the  union  with 
France,  which  if  she  had  not  been  blmd,  she  might  hare 
foreseen.  The  Emperor  too,  who  certainly  does  not  wish 
a  close  connexioti  between  this  country  and  France,  has 
revived  so  many  ancient  pretensions  as  have  alarmed 
this  nation,  and  produced  an  application  to  Versailles  for 
her  mediation.  The  King  of  Prussia  perhaps  would  not 
be  sorry  to  see  the  Republic  allied  to  France;  but  whether 
he  bild  it  iii  view  or  not,  his  letters  have  contributed  some- 
what to  that  end. 

Hitherto  there  are  only  two  or  three  provinces  which 
have  declared  for  a  treaty  with  France ;  but  probably 
the  whole  number  will  soon  embrace  the  same  policy. 
The  first  step  will  be  a  treaty  of  commerce,  this  wiU  be 
a  bar  to  the  renovation  of  the  ancient  alliance  with  Eng- 
land ;  but  if  a  war  should  break  out,  it  will  occasion  an 
alliance  with  France.  War  may  happen,  for  there  are 
manifest  symptoms  of  a  fermentation  in  the  several  courts 
of  Europe,  and  of  a  jealousy  between  the  two  Imperial 
courts  and  the  House  of  Bourbon;  but  still  I  hope  the 
public  tratiquillity  will  not  be  interrupted.  The  difficul- 
ty of  commanding  money  will  be  its  best  security.  Elng- 
land  would  not  be  sorry  to  see  a  war,  if  she  could  be 
neutral,  but  she  is  not  in  a  condition  to  foment  it,  by  fur- 
nishing subsidies. 

The  Elmperor  has  large  views,  as  it  is  supposed  both 
(at  his  people  and  his  family;  he  b  suspected  of  vast  pro- 
jects of  ankbition,  some  of  which  have  Silesia  for  their 
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object.  But  bitberto  bis  afiQdi>itioD  has  not  been  uojust 
in  general,  butbas  appeared  m  beneficent  designs  for  biasj 
subjects  and  mankmd,  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  it  may 
nev^  overleap  those  bounds.  If  his  life  and  that  of  the 
Empress  of  Russia,  should  be  prolonged  for  some  yeais, 
and  England  should  recover  the  command  of  money, 
she  may  probably  furnish  that  instrument  of  mischief,  and 
blow  up  a  general  war.  It  is  good  to  look  forward  as  fiur 
as  we  can,  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  our  own  part. 

With  great  regard,  &c, 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


rnOM   JOHN     ADAMS    TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF     CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  May  14»  1784. 

Sir, 

As  I  had  the  honor  to  observe  in  a  former  letter,  there 
is  a  fermentation  in  the  Courts  of  the  two  Empires,  and 
those  of  Bourbon,  which  appears  in  several  particulars, 
wUch  may  be  explained  hereafter. 

A  question  of  etiquette,  which  amounts  to  no  more, 
than  which  of  two  persons  shall  enter  or  leave  a  room 
the  first,  may  set  all  Europe  in  a  flame.  The  Prince 
De  Crallitsun,  the  Russian  Ambassador,  at  Vienna,  has 
informed  the  Court  that  he  could  not,  any  longer,  ^ve 
plaee  to  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Courts  of  Bourbon. 
The  Chancellor,  De  Kaunitz,  communicated  this  infor- 
matian  to  the  Ambassadors  of  France  and  Spain,  who 
answered,  that  they  would  not  appear  at  Court  until 
they  should  receive  the  instructions  of  their  masters.  So 
necessaiy  it  is  for  governments  to  fix  the  eyes  of  their 
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own  subjects  upon  some  objects  which  will  keep  up  in 
their  own  nunds  a  sense  of  their  importance ;  the  step 
of  an  Ambassador,  x)r  the  hoistmg  of  a  flag,  is  enough 
to  raise  or  sink  the  pride  and  spirit  of  a  mighty  nation. 
This  afiair,  however,  may  be  accommodated. 

The  death  of  the  Bishop  of  Liege,  will  occasion 
another  contest,  the  Emperor  will  endeavor  that  his 
brother  Maximilian  should  be  chosen,  France  will  op- 
pose this  and  set  up  others,  this  will  try  their  talents  at 
electioneering,  and  occasion  a  heat,  but  not  probably  a 
war. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM    JOHN    ADAMS    TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  June  7,  1784. 

Sir, 

Some  weeks  ago  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier  called  upon 
me  and  delivered  me  the  paper,  a  copy  of  which  is  en- 
closed marked  1.  It  is  a  letter  written  by  the  Envoy  to 
the  King. 

Last  evening  the  Baron  called  upon  me  again  and  de- 
livered me  the  answer  of  the  King  contained  in  the  paper 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  marked  2. 

I  have  heretofore  transmitted  to  Congress,  by  different 
opportunities,  copies  of  the  project  of  a  treaty,  and  the 
papers  herein  transmitted  complete  the  negotiation,  and 
the  treaty  is  ready  for  signature,  unless  Congress  have 
other  alterations  to  propose. 

As  his  Majesty  seems  to  choose  that  this  business  should 
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be  conducted  by  bb  Envoy  here,  who  is  also  desirous  of 
finishing  it,  perhaps  Congress  may  not  judge  it  too  much 
complaisance,  in  framing  their  commission,  to  give  author- 
ity to  any  one  to  conclude  this  treaty,  in  case  they  should 
name  more  than  one,  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  Mr. 
Thulemeier  to  go  to  Paris.  It  is  not  every  Ambassador, 
however  high  his  rank,  or  numerous  his  titles,  or  magnifi- 
cent his  appointments,  who  arrives  at  the  honor  of  con- 
cluding any  treaty.  It  is  a  distinction  which  is  made  an 
object  of  ambition,  and  is  much  desired,  so  that  the  Bar- 
on's inclinations,  I  suppose,  will  not  be  thought  inex- 
cusable. 

I  should  hope  that  Congress  might  despatch  their  in- 
structions and  authority  to  some  one,  or  more,  to  con- 
clude this  aflfair,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Observations  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  project  of  a 
Treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  with  the  alterations  which 
this  Minister  desired  might  be  adopted  by  his  Prus- 
sian Mcgesty,  after  a  previous  agreement  on  those 
points,  between  him  and  his  colleagues,  Messrs. 
Franklin  and  Jay. 
1st.  Instead  of  expressing  through  the  course  of  the 

treaty,  the  denomination  of  the  United  States  of  North 

America,  simply  the  United  States  of  America. 

2nd.  Instead  of  respective  subjects,  with  respect  to  the 

United  States  of  America,  the  word  citizens. 
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3rd.  Article  hi.  In  like  manner,  to  the  merdtandizes 
of  America,  add  productions,  manufactures  and  roer- 
cfaandizes. 

4th.  Article  yii.  And  no  one  shall  be  molested  on 
account  of  his  religion^  provided  he  submits  to  such 
public  demonstrations  as  are  ergoined  by  the  laws  of  the 
country.  On  this  head  a  more  explicit  article  is  desired, 
such  as  the  fourth  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces.  "  Entire  and  perfect  liberty  of  conscieace 
shall  be  granted  to  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  each 
party,  and  their  families,  and  no  one  shall  be  molested 
on  account  of  his  religion,  provided  he  submits,  in  the 
public  demonstrations  therebf,  to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. Liberty  shall,  moreover,  be  granted,  on  the  death 
of  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  either  party,  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  other,  to  inter  them  in  the  usual  burial 
grounds,  or  in  decent  or  suitable  places  appointed  for 
the  purpose ;  and  the  bodies  of  the  interred  shall  in  no 
vrise  be  molested,  and  the  two  contracting  powers  shall 
provide,  each  within  its  respective  jurisdiction,  that  the 
respective  subjects  and  inhabitants  may  hereafter  obtain 
the  requisite  certificates  in  case  of  death,  when  they  may 
be  interested  therein. " 

5th.  Article  xv.  Until  the  cargo  has  been  landed 
in  the  presence  of  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
and  that  the  opening  has  been  made. 

N.  B.  Instead  of  opening,  inventory, 

6ch.  The  twenty-first  article  may  require  some  ex- 
planation, since  it  is  found  to  be  contradictory  to  the 
seventeenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
between  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and   the   United 
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States  of  Amefica,  which  contains  the  following  expies- 
rioDs :  And,  on  the  contrary,  no  shelter  or  refi^  sbaD 
be  given  in  their  ports  or  harbors  to  such  as  shall  h^ 
made  prizes  of  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  or  said  Uoitidi 
States,  and  if  they  are  forced  to  enter  by  distress  of 
weather  or  the  danger  of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  o^figed' 
to  leave  it  again  as  soon  as  possible.  After  the  decUunatioH 
of  this  article,  it  appears  that  in  case  of  a  war  between 
Prussia  and  France,  it  would  not  be  admissible  for  tbi^ 
United  States  of  America  to  derogate  from  anteoedeaf 
treaties  concluded  with  the  most  Christian  Slmg,  in  favor 
of  a  more  recent  obligation  contracted  with  his  Prussiati 
Majesty. 


Obiervaiiofu  made  by  Mr.  Adanu  on  the  project  of  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  to  be  concluded  betwein 
his  Mcgesty  the  Bang  of  Pmssia  and  the  United  State$ 
of  America^  with  the  alterations  which  this  Mhiiater 
desired  might  be  adopted  by  his  Prussian  Mnge$hf^ 
after  a  previous  agreement  on  these  points  between  him 
and  his  colleagues^  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Jay. 


ASTIOLS    III. 

Hie  prineiptl  end  of 
thb  treaty  being  to  open 
a  reciprocal  commeree 
between  the  subjects  of 
the  two  States,  and  by 
that  means  to  procure 
for  them  a  sure  and  easy 
Tent  for  their  nationu 
productions,  the  two 
contracting  parties  a- 
gree  that  9ie  merchan- 
dizes of  Prussian  roan- 
u&cture,    particularly 

Vol.  II.— 18 


1st  Instead  of  ex- 
pressing through  the 
course  of  the  treaty, 
the  denoilunation  of  the 
United  States  of  North 
America,  simply  the 
UnUtd  States  of  Jimeri- 

CO. 

2d.  Instead  of  re- 
spective subjects,  with 
respect  to  the.  United 
States  of  America,  the 
word  cilMROir. 


Jtnswer  to  Me 
preceding 
voitonB* 


Ma^beehaiigu 
ed  without  waf 
difficulty.  • 


The 
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of  SiMa  wad. 
qtherprorinces  belongs 
iqg»to  the  King,  clotEt 
MM  woolen  stuffily  &c. 
ihall  not  pa^  other  or 
bcAvitr  duties  in  tbe 
United  States  of  North 
America  thm  what  sim- 
ihr  meichandises  of  the 
most  fiiTored  nations^ 
pigr  in  tlie  said  States^ 
on  importation  and  ex- 
portaaoB.  In  like  man- 
nef»  the  merchandizes 
of  America,  siich  as 
Tifp^nia  tobacco^  rice, 
indiffo,  furs,  &c.  shall 
onlTDe  subject,  on  their 
iouMMrtation  and  expor- 
tation in  the  maritime 
places  belonging  to  the 
King  of  Prussia,  to  the 
same  imposts  as  are  paid 
by  tbe  most  &vored 
nation. 

AaricLB  VII. 
PerfM  liberty  of  con- 
science shall  be  granted 
to  the  inhabitants  and 
sqlgects  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  with- 
in Uie  jmfiaaiction  of  the 
oUier,  and  no  one  shaU 
be  molested  on  account 
of  his  modeof  wordiip, 
provided  be  submits  to 
such  public  demonstra- 
tiont  as  are  ei^oined  by 
the  laws  of  the  country.  . 
Moreover,  the  respec-  ' 
tive  inhabitants  and  sub- 
jects shall  be  permitted 
tQ  be  buried  in  suitable 
and  decent  places  which 
shaU  be  appointed  for 
this  purpose,  and  the 
two  contracting  parties 
shall  each  of  them  pro- 
vide, within  their  juris- 
diction, that  the  respeo- 
tive  subjects  and  inhabi- 
tants may  be  able  to  ob- 
tain  cerdficatts  of  the 


Add  ihc  produdums, 
numufaetutt9  uid  mer* 
chandizes. 


On  this  head  a  more 
explicit  article  is  re- 
quired, such  as  the  4th 
article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded between  the 
United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  tbe  Republic 
of  the  United  Provin- 
ces: ''Entire  and  per- 
fect liberty  of  consci- 
ence shall  be  granted 
to  the  subjects  and  in- 
habitants of  each  party 
and  their  families,  and 
no  one  shall  be  molmt- 
ed  on  account  of  his 
religion,  provided  he 
submit,  in  the  public 
demonstration  thereof^ 
to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. Liberty  shall  roore- 
orer,  be  granted,  on  the 
death  of  the  subjects 
or  inhabitants  of  either 
plur^t  in  the  territory 
of  the  ather»  to  inter 
them  in  the  usual  burial 


Granted,  the 
rather,  as  the 
general  term  of 
merchandizes 
con^rehends  a- 
like  productions 
that  jpn^w  and 
manunctures. 


^  This  article 
can  be  minuted 
as  b  desired  in 
the  observations. 
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death  of  a  peiMo,  ia 
GMe  ihey  ihoukl  be  re* 
quetted  to  gnmt  them. 


ASTIC&S  XT. 

If  on  producing  said 
cerdficates,  it  sludl  be 
discovered  that  the  ves- 
sel has  on  board  any  of 
the  articles  wluch  are 
declared  prohibited  or 
contraband,  and  which 
are  consigned  to  an  en- 
emy's port,  it  shall  not, 
however,  be  pemutted 
to  bretJc  open  the 
batches  of  said  vessel, 
nor  to  open  any  case, 
box,  bale  or  cask,  or  to 
displace  them,  or  to 
overturn  the  least  part 
of  tbe  merchandize,  un- 
til the  cargo  has  been 
landed  in  the  presence 
of  officers  appointed 
for  this  purpose,  and 
that  the  opening  has 
been  mde,  &c. 

AbTICU  XXX. 

The  armed  vessels 
may  conduct,  with  fUll 
liberty,  the  prizes  they 
shall  have  taken  from 
their  enemies,  into  the 
ports  open  in  time  of 
war,  to  other  friendly 
nations,  and  these  pri- 
zes, so  entering  mto 
said  port,  shall  not  be 
subject  to  be  stopped 


grounds^  or  in  decent 
and  suitable  pbces  ap- 
pointedforthe  purpose, 
and  the  bodies  of  tbe 
interred  shall  in  nowise 
be  molested.  And  the 
two  contracting  powers 
shaU  provide,each  with- 
in its  respective  jurisdic- 
tion, that  the  respective 
subjects  and  inhabitants 
may  hereafter  obtain 
requisite  certificates  in 
case  of  death,  when 
they  may  be  interested 
thmin. 


Instead  of  the  open- 
ing, the  inventory. 


This  article  may  re- 
quire some  change, 
since  it  is  found  to  be 
coctnidictory  to  the 
17th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce 
between  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, which  contains  the 
fbllowhig  expressions : 
"  And  on  the  contraiy. 


Granted. 


This 
may  be  minuted 
in  the  following 
manner:  ''Tte 
armed  vessels  of 
one  of  the  con- 
tracting partial^ 
shall  not  conduct 
the  prizes  they 
shall  have  taken 
from  thdr  ene- 
mies,  into    the 
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norseiztd,  noriliftlltlie 
oAoen  •f  the  place 
have  any  right  to  take 
oofpoizance  of  the  ?». 
fidity  of  aaid  prizei, 
which  ahall  be  allowed 
to  go  out»  and  he  car- 
ried in  flail  libeKy  to 
tlie  placea  mentioned 
by  the  commissiona, 
which  the  captaina  of 
aaidreaael^  ahall  beo- 
bliged  to  ahow. 


no  aheltir  nor  refbge 
ahall  be  giren  in  thor 
porta  or  harbora,  to 
aach  aa  ahaU  hare  made 
prizea  of  the  aubjects 
of  Ilia  Ifajca^i  or  of 
the  aaid  Uiuted  States; 
and  if  thejr  are  forced 
to  enter  bj  diatreas  of 
weather  or  the  danger 
of  the  aea,  th^  ahall 
be  obliged  tu  leave  it 
again  as  aoon  aa  possi- 
ble." 

After  the  declaration 
of  thu  article,  it  ap- 
pears that  in  case  of  a 
war  between  Prussia 
and  France,  it  would 
not  be  admisnble  for 
the  United  States  of 
America  to  derogate 
from  antecedent  trea- 
ties concluded  with  the 
most  Christian  Ring,  in 
&vor  of  a  more  recent 
obligation  contracted 
with  his  Prusnan  Ifa- 
jesty. 


porta  of  the  oth- 
er, unleaa  they 
are  forced  to  en- 
ter therein  by 
stress  of  wea- 
ther or  danger 
of  the  sea.  In 
this  last  case, 
they  shall  not  be 
stopped  nor  seiz- 
ed, but  shall  be 
obliged  to  ge  a- 
way  as  aoon  as 
poaable." 


FR^M   JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF    CONORBSS. 

The  Hague,  June  22,  1784. 

Sir, 

If  my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  I  have  heretofore 
transmitted  to  Congress,  the  advice  of  some  of  the  Fo- 
reign  Mmisters  here,  that  the  United  States  in  Congress 
Msembled,  should  write  a  letter  to  each  of  the  Sovereigns 
^f  Europe,  informing ^  them  of  the  complete  establish- 
ment of  their  independence. 

Lately,  in  separate  conversatbns  with  the  Ministers  of 
the  two  empires,  and  the  King  of  Sardmia,  they  all  re- 
peated this  advice.    They  say  that  this  is  the  rule,  the 
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practice,  and  that  the  precedents  are  unifiNrm.  The 
Empress  of  Russia  did  it  lately,  when  she  ascended  the 
throne.  They  add,  that  this  is  the  precise  point  of  time, 
now  that  the  ratiBcations  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
are  exchanged,  which  is  most  proper  to  make  the  com- 
munication, and  that  their  courts  expect  it  fipom  Congress. 

Congress  no  doubt,  will  write  an  elegant  letter  upon 
the  occasion,  but  it  would  in  substance,  be  sufficient  to 
say,  that  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  they  found  it  neces- 
sary to  declare  themselves  a  sovereign  State  ;  that  they 
have  since  entered  into  treaties  with  several  powers  of 
Europe,  particularly  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  wherein  that  crown  has  acknowledged  for- 
mally and  solemnly,  their  sovereignty,  and  that  it  is  their 
desire  to  live  in  good  intelligence  and  correspondence  with 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  and  of  all  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  with  the  one  in  partk^ular,  and  that  there  may 
be  fiiendship  and  harmony  between  their  respective  citi- 
zens and  subjects.  These  letters  may  be  transmitted  to 
all,  or  any  of  your  Minbters  in  Europe,  to  be  by  them 
communicated  through  the  foreign  Ministers  at  the  court 
where  they  reside,  or  they  may  be  transmitted  directly. 
If  Congress  are  at  a  loss  for  the  titles  of  any  Sovereign, 
they  may  leave  a  blank,  to  be  filled  by  the  Minister  to 
whom  the  letter  is  sent  for  communication. 

The  answers  which  will  be  respectively  given  to  these 
letters,  will  prevent  many  questions,  discussions  and  chi- 
caneries, because  that  orders  will  then  be  given  to  all 
Ambassadors,  Governors,  Generals,  Admirals,  be.  to 
treat  all  American  citizens  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  their  characters.     With  great  respect,  &c. 

♦  JOHN  ADAMS. 
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Report  of  Setretary  Jay^  on  the  letter  of  John  AdanUj 
Etq.   dated  Q^nd  Jme,  1784. 

Offios  for  FcjfCJgu  AffidrBy     ^ 
March  4,  1785.  5 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 

a  letter  of  the  22nd  June,  1784,  from  the  honorable 

John  Adams,  Esq.  Reports,  as  his  opinion. 

That  Congress,  by  their  declaration  of  the  4th  July, 

1776,  announced  the  independence  of  the  United  States 

to  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  that  it  was  then  as 

perfect  and  complete  as  it  now  b  or  ever  can  be. 

That  it  would  be  most  prudent,  in  the  0{Hni(Hi  of  your 
Secretary,  for  Congress,  in  speakmg  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  connecUng  their  inde- 
pendence with  it,  lest  such  connexion,  unless  exceeding- 
ly guarded,  might  afford  matter  to  argue  an  admission 
that  their  independence  was  indebted  for  legal  validity  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  it  by  Great  Britain. 

That  as  a  state  of  war  between  any  two  nations  calls 
upon  the  others  to  observe  and  fulfil  those  duties,  which 
either  the  laws  of  neutrality,  of  particular  tiiaaties  and 
compacts  may  prescribe,  it  b  important  to  all  to  be  pro- 
perly informed  of  the  time,  when  such  war  commences, 
and  when  it  ceases. 

Your  Secretary  therefore  thinks  it  would  be  right  for 
Congress,  by  letter  to  announce  to  the  sovereigns  of  Eu- 
rope, that  the  war  which  lately  subsbted  between  hb 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  Steles  was  termmated, 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  made  between  them  at  Paris  on 
the.akd  day  of  September,  17S3,  and  that  to  avoid  the 
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Mceiaity  of  saying  way  thing  on  the  subject^  it, «  copy 
of  the  treaty  should  be  enclosed  in  the  letter. 

Your  Secretary  submits  the  following  draft  of  such  a 
letter  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 


"To 


It  gives  us  pleasure  to  infcurm  your  Majesty  that  the 
war,  which  for  many  years  had  subsisted  between  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  was 
happly  terminated  on  the  3rd  day  of  September,  1783, 
by  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  has  since  been  formally  rati- 
fied by  both  parties. 

The  respect  we  entertain  for  your  Majesty  induces  us 
to  inform  you  of  this  important  event,  and  for  your  for-> 
ther  satisfaction,  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  treaty. 

Permit  us  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  sincere  desire 
to  cultivate  harmony  and  a  friendly  intercourse  between 
your  Majesty's  subjects  and  our  citizens ;  and  that  we 
wish  to  see  the  commerce  of  these  States  with  other  na- 
tions, so  regulated  as  to  become  reciprocally  beneficial  to 
them  and  to  us. 

M^en  it  is  considered  that  monopoly  and  restraint  on 
one  side,  always  produce  monopoly  and  restraint  on  the 
other ;  and  that  attempts  to  obtain  partial  advantages ; 
usoaUy  occasion  equivalent  embarrassments,  we  flatter 
ourselves  that  in  this  enlightened  age,  a  policy  more 
consonant  to  the  honor  and  happiness  of  mankind  will  by 
degrees  prevail. 

We,  for  our  parts,  shall^be  happy  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  your  Majesty  on  the  most 
liberal  principles  ;  and  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  the 
various  productions,  and  rapid  population  of  our  thirteen 
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coQBtiieSy  will  give  them  some  weight  in  the  oommeickl 
state. 

We  pray  God  to  keep  your  Majesty  under  his  holy 
[HrotectioD. 
Done  by  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  at  their  chamber  in  the  city  of  New 

York  on  the day  of one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  eighty  five. 
All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  CJongress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


Anteuily  neir  Pariiy 
October  20,  1784. 


FBOM  JOHN   ADAMS    TO   THE     PRSBIDKNT   OF    CONGRKSa. 

Sir, 

The  enclosed  letters  irom  Mr.  Dumas,  will  conmiuni- 
cate  to  Congress,  the  present  state  of  Affidrs  between 
their  High  Mightinesses  and  the  Government  Genera]  of 
the  Austrian  low  countries.  Those  who  have  negotiated 
for  the  Emperor  appear  to  have  presumed  too  much 
upon  the  fears  and  divisions  of  the  Dutch,  and  to  have 
compromised  too  hastily  his  authority  and  dignity.  The 
Dutch,  neither  terrified  nor  dejected,  are  arming  for  the 
defence  of  their  country  with  unanimity,  and  are  labor- 
ing to  accomplish  a  coaUtion  of  parties  among  them- 
selves ;  which,  if  it  can  be  effected,  will  be  much  for 
the  honor,  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 

If  the  words  of  the  Count  de  Belgioso  were  to  be 
taken  literally,  the  war  is  already  commenced,  as  guns 
have  been  fired,  and  Austrian  vessels  stopped ;  but  win- 
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ter  approaches  too  fast,  for  forces  to  take  the  field,  and 
before  the  season  for  opening  a  campaigtl  will  arrive, 
there  will  be  much  room  for  negotiation.  France  will 
endeavor  to  reconcile,  but  if  she  cannot  succeed  in  this, 
she  must  take  the  part  of  Holland  ;  besides  her  general 
mterest  in  the  independence  of  that  republic,  and  her 
particular  interest  in  their  friendship,  which  she  lately 
found  useful,  both  to  her  finances,  and  her  possessions  in 
the  two  Indies,  she  is  not  less  interested  than  Holland 
itself,  in  preventing  Brabant  and  Flanders,  from  becoming 
rich  commercial  countries  in  the  hands  of  the  house  of 
Austria,  m  preventing  their  trade  to  the  East  and  West 
Indies. 

How  the  English  will  act,  is  a  problem.  But  if  they 
can  find  an  interest  in  opening  the  commerce  of  that 
country,  they  have  more  sagacity  than  their  ancestors, 
or  than  any  but  themselves  now  living. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  is  still  room  to  hope  that  the 
peace  will  be  preserved  ;  if  it  is  not,  there  is  great  rea- 
son to  fear  that  the  war  will  be  very  general.  The 
object  the  Emperor  has  in  view,  would  be  useful  to 
America,  as  it  would  open  to  us  some  good  ports  and 
noble  markets,  and  thereby  compel  France,  England 
and  Holland  to  be  more  complaisant.  But  we  need  not 
wish  such  an  advantage  to  ourselves  at  the  expense  of  so 
general  a  calamity  to  mankind,  as  we  have  already  com- 
mercial advantages  enough  to  satisfy  a  reasonable  people. 
France  and  Holland  are  sensible  of  the  advantages  we 
should  have,  whether  England  is,  I  know  not.  A  youth 
of  five  and  twenty,  although  very  promising  and  very 
virtuous*,  appears  to  have  an  object  in  his  hands  too  great 
for  his  forces.  He  does  not  appear  to  enter  into  the 
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■ 

3rd.  Article  ni.  In  like  manner,  to  the  merchandizes 
of  America,  add  productions,  manufactures  and  roer- 
clmndizes. 

4th.  Article  yii.  And  no  one  shall  be  molested  on 
aecount  of  his  religion,  provided  he  submits  to  such 
public  demonstrations  as  are  ergoined  by  the  laws  of  the 
country.  On  thb  head  a  more  explicit  article  is  desired, 
soch  as  the  fourth  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces.  "  Entire  and  perfect  liberty  of  conscience 
shall  be  granted  to  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  each 
party,  and  their  families,  and  no  one  shall  be  molested 
on  account  of  his  religion,  provided  he  submits,  in  the 
public  demonstrations  therebf,  to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. Liberty  shall,  moreover,  be  granted,  on  the  death 
of  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  either  party,  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  other,  to  inter  them  in  the  usual  burial 
grounds,  or  in  decent  or  suitable  places  appointed  for 
the  purpose ;  and  the  bodies  of  the  interred  shall  in  no 
vnse  be  molested,  and  the  two  contracting  powers  shall 
provide,  each  within  its  respective  jurisdiction,  that  the 
respective  subjects  and  mhabitants  may  hereafter  obtain 
the  recpiisite  certificates  in  case  of  death,  when  they  may 
be  interested  therein. " 

5th.  Article  xv.  Until  the  cargo  has  been  landed 
in  the  presence  of  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
and  that  the  opening  has  been  made. 

N.  B.  Instead  of  openmg,  inventory. 

6th.  The  twenty-first  article  may  require  some  ex- 
planation, since  it  is  found  to  be  contradictory  to  the 
seventeenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
between  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and   the  United 
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States  of  America,  which  contains  the  fidkywing  exprea- 
sions :  And,  on  the  contrary,  no  shelter  or  refi^  shall 
be  given  in  their  ports  or  harbors  to  such  as  shall  hifre 
made  prizes  of  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  or  said  Uaitidi 
States,  and  if  they  are  forced  to  enter  by  distress  q^ 
weather  or  the  danger  of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  o^figed 
to  leave  it  again  as  soon  as  possible.  After  the  declaratioH 
of  this  article,  it  appears  that  in  case  of  a  war  between. 
Prus«a  and  France,  it  would  not  be  admissible  for  the 
United  States  of  America  to  derogate  from  anteoedeat 
treaties  concluded  with  the  most  Christian  Slmg,  in  iayor 
of  a  more  recent  obligation  contracted  witli  his  Prussian' 
Majesty. 


Obiervaiians  made  by  Mr.  Adanu  on  the  project  of  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  to  be  concluded  between 
hii  Mcgesty  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  Stated 
of  America^  with  the  alterations  which  this  Mmitti^ 
desired  might  be  adopted  by  his  Prussian  Mtgestyf 
after  a  previous  agreement  on  these  points  between  hun 
and  his  colleagues^  Messrs,  Franklin  and  Jay. 


ASTICLS    III. 

Hie  principtl  end  of 
thb  treaty  being  to  open 
a  redprocal  commerce 
between  the  subjects  of 
the  two  States,  and  by 
that  means  to  procure 


Ist  Instead  of  ex- 
presnng  through  the 
course  of  the  treaty, 
the  denomination  of  the 
United  States  of  North 
America,    simply    the 


forthemasureandeasy  Uniitd  States  of  J^meri' 
Tent  for  their  national  ea. 
productions,  the  two 
contracting  patties  a- 
gree  that  Sie  merchan- 
dizes of  Prussian  roan- 
ttfiicture,    particularly 
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2d.  Instead  of  re- 
spective subjects,  with 
respect  to  the.  United 
States  of  America,  the 
word  cilMROir. 


Jtnswet  to  Me 
pfteeding 
fftUions* 


Maybechaagi- 
ed  without  ^ 
difficulty.  • 


The 
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fiMM  of  SiMa  iiid^ 
oCberproTinces  belong- 
iqg»to  the  King,  cloths 
MM  woolen  BtufFa^  &c. 
ihall  not  pa^  other  or 
Iwntr  duties  in  the 
United  States  of  North 
America  thm  what  sim- 
ihr  meichandises  of  the 
most  fiivored  nationfl^ 
pigr  in  the  said  States^ 
on  importation  and  ex- 
pmiMAfm.  Inlikeman- 
nqf»  the  merchandizes 
of  AmencSy  siich  as 
Virginia  tobacco^  rice, 
indigro,  furs,  &c.  shall 
onlTDe subject,  on  their 
iflBDortation  and  ezpor- 
tanon  in  the  maritime 
places  belonging  to  the 
King  of  Prussia,  to  the 
same  imposts  as  are  paid 
by  the  most  favored 
nation. 

AaTICLB  TII. 

Petftct  liberty  of  con- 
science shall  be  granted 
to  ^e  inhabitants  and 
sqlgectB  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  with- 
in Uie  Jurisdiction  of  the 
oUier,  and  no  one  shall 
be  molested  on  account 
of  his  mode  of  worship, 
provided  he  submits  to 
inch  public  demonstra- 
tiont  as  are  eijoined  by 
the  laws  of  the  country. 
Moreover,  the  respec-  ' 
tive  inhabitants  and  sub- 
jects shall  be  permitted 
to . be  buried  in  sintable 
ttid  decent  places  which 
ihaU  be  appcnnted  for 
this  purpose,  and  the 
two  contracting  parties 
shall  each  of  them  pro- 
vide, within  tlieir  juris- 
diction, that  the  respec- 
tive subjects  and  inhabi- 
tants may  be  able  to  ob- 
tain ceiTOcatts  of  the 


Add  the  productioM, 
mamrfJKtmta  and  mer* 
chandizes. 


On  this  head  a  more 
explicit  article  is  re- 
quured,  such  as  the  4th 
article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded between  the 
United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  the  Republic 
of  the  United  Provin- 
ces: ''Entire  and  per- 
fect liberty  of  consci- 
ence shall  be  granted 
to  the  subjects  and  in- 
habitants of  each  party 
and  their  families,  and 
no  one  shall  be  molest- 
ed on  account  of  his 
religion,  provided  he 
submit,  in  the  public 
demonstration  thereof^ 
to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. Liberty  shall  more- 
over, be  granted,  on  the 
death  of  the  subjects 
or  inhabitants  of  either 
plur^,  in  the  territory 
of  the  other,  to  inter 
them  in  the  usual  burial 


Granted,  the 
rather,  as  the 
general  term  of 
merchandizes 
con^rehends  a- 
like  productions 
that  grow  and 
manu&ctures. 


'  This  article 
can  be  minuted 
as  is  desired  in 
the  observations. 
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Hu  following  questions  submitted  by  their  High  SBgkii- 
nesses  to  M,  Dumas,  were  by  him  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Adams — whose  answers  are  appended : 


QUESTIONS. 
\  1st.  On  proof  of  a  transfer  in 
good  and  due  form,  tlie  property 
of  a  vessel  to  he  American,  can 
the  necessary  sea-letters  be  ob- 
tained at  the  Hague } 

2d.  Is  it  necessary  that  the 
purchaser  should  be  a  citizen  of 
some  town  belonging  to  one  of 
the  thirteen  States,  or  will  it  suf- 
fice that  be  is  settled  there,  though 
only  since  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  independence  of  America? 
Has  a  citizen  greater  claims  to  the 
protection  of  Congress  than  an 
tf^Miiani? 

3d.  The  property  of  a  vessel 
being  proved  American,  (agree- 
ably to  the  first  question)  b  it  in- 
different in  what  port  she  is,  and 
to  what  port  she  is  destined,  or 
is  this  confined  to  a  certain  port 
in  Europe  and  to  a  certain  port 
in  America,  and  vice  versa? 

4th.  Is  it  necessary  that  the 
captain  of  such  vessel  should  be 
an  American  citizen,  or  will  it 
answer  if  he  has  been  born  in  a 
city,  town  or  village,  actually  de- 
pendent on  Congress? 

5th.  In  case  of  purchasing  a 
vessel  on  account  of  an  Ameri- 
caI^  for  which  there  is  an  immedi- 
ate employment,  may  she  not  be 
commanded  by  a  captain  of  an- 
other nation,  supposing  that  at 
the  time  no  American  Captain 
could  be  found  who  might  be 
entrusted  with  the  command? 

6th.  Should  a  vessel,  sold  and 
transferred  to  a  citizen  or  inhabi- 
tant of  the  continent,  be  taken 
by  the  enemy,  sailing  under  for- 
eign colors,  could  a  reclaim  by 
Congress  be  expected  ? 


ANSWERS. 

1st.  There  is  no  man  at  pres- 
ent in  Holland,  legally  author- 
ized by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  to  issue  sea- 
letters. 

2d.  Both  citizens  and  inhabit- 
ants have  a  right  to  protection. 
But  every  stranger  who  has  been 
in  the  United  States,  or  who  may 
be  there  at  present,  is  not  an  in- 
habitant. Different  States  have 
different  definitions  of  this  word. 
The  domicile,  and  the  «  animuM 
habiiandty*  is  necessary  in  all. 

3d.  All  vessels  bona  fide  the 
property  of  American  citizens 
or  mhabitants,  have  a  right  to 
protection. 


4th.  American  citizens  and  in- 
habitants have  a  right  to  navigate 
their  vessels  by  captains  and  sea- 
men of  any  nation. 


5th.  Undoubtedly.  But  let 
the  parties  look  to  themselves, 
that  the  translation  be  bona  fide 
and  clearly  proved. 


6th,  The  evidence  of  this  mwit 
be  very  clear.  The  United  States 
will  scarcely  interfere  in  such  a 
case,  if  there  is  a  doubt  of  the 
fact  or  a  suspicion  of  collusion. 
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rth.  Incaiefuohvetselihould 
be  bound  from  a  port  in  Europe 
or  America,  for  a  Mediterranean 
port,  or  should  actually  be  at 
some  port  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  elsewhere  destined,  what 
means  are  to  be  taken,  and  what 
papers  are  to  be  shown,  to  <^- 
tain  the  necessary  Turkish  pa8»- 
ports  to  navigate  that  sea? 


7th.  The  United  SUtes  have 
not  yet  a  treaty  with  the  Turks 
or  Barbary  Powers,  and  therefore 
no  such  papers  are  to  be  had. 


Anteuil,  Novembers,  1784. 

Mr.  Dumas, 

I  have  given  to  the  several 
preceding  questions,  the  only 
answers  m  my  power,  and  hope 
they  will  be  satisfactory.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  Congress  alone,  to 
authorize  any  other  answers.  To 
that  august  assembly,  therefore, 
you  will  do  well  to  write  a  full  ac- 
count of  all  these  thin^  and  if 
it  is  consistent  with  theu-  wisdom, 
it  will  be  very  pleaang  to  me  if 
they  should  send  you  a  commis- 
sion as  Charge  u'Aifaires,  for 
such  an  officer,  or  another  Minis- 
ter, seems* now  to  be  necessary, 
on  account  of  the  danger  of  a 
war 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs j 

January  20,  1785. 

"  On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consistmg  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr. 
Speight,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  3rd  No- 
vember, 1784,  from  the  honorable  John  Adams,  and  a 
letter  of  the  11th  of  the  same  month,  from  the  honorable 
John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Resolved,  That  the  paragraph  in  the  joint  letter  re- 
specting the  communications  they  have  received  from  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  upon  the  subject  of  the  Dutch  loons 
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guarantied  by  France,  and  the  particular  loans  of  France, 
as  also  the  paragraph  respecting  the  letter  of  Monsieur 
Le  Grand  to  Mr.  Franklin,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams, 
be  transmitted  to  the  several  Executives,  and  that  they 
be  requested  to  lay  them  before  their  respective  legbla- 
tures,  for  their  information  upon  the  subjects  which  they 
treat,  under  injunctions  of  secrecy.  " 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Anteuil  near  Puris^  December  15, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  venture  to  address  myself  to  you  as  Minister  of  Fo- 
reign Affiiirs,  because  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  have  ac- 
cepted that  important  office. 

The  Emperor  of  Morocco  sent  an  ambassador  last  winter 
to  Holland  to  demand  materials  for  some  frigates,  and  as 
none  of  the  great  maritime  powers  have  the  courage  or 
the  will  to  refuse  such  requisitions,  obtained  them.  It 
now  appears  probable  that  they  have  been  employed  in 
corsairs  against  American  trade,  and  one  Virginia  vessel 
appears  to  have  been  taken  and  carried  to  Tangier.  This 
has  spread  an  alarm,  and  raised  the  insurance  on  Ameri- 
can vessek,  and  rendered  it  necessary  that  something 
should  be  soon  done. 

There  is  danger  of  our  making  mistakes  upon  this  oc- 
casion. Some  are  of  opinion  that  our  trade  in  the  Me- 
diterranean is  not  worth  the  expense  of  the  presents  we 
must  make  the  piratical  states,  to  obtain  treaties  with 
them.  Others  think  it  humiliating  to  treat  with  such 
enemies  o£  the  human  race,  and  that  it  would  be  more 
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manly  to  fight  them.  The  first,  I  think,  have  not  calcu- 
lated the  value  of  our  Mediterranean  trade,  in  which 
every  one  of  our  States  is  deeply  mterested ;  but  this 
is  not  all,  the  piratical  corsairs  will  go  all  over  the  ocean, 
and  will  even  raise  the  insurance  upon  all  our  commerce 
so  high,  as  to  cost  us  more  in  this  single  article,  than  all 
the  presents  exacted  would  amount  to.  The  last  have 
more  spirit  than  prudence,  as  long  as  France,  England, 
Holland,  the  Emperor,  &c.  will  submit  to  be  tributary  to 
these  robbers  and  even  encourage  them,  to  what  purpose 
should  we  make  war  upon  them;  the  resolution  might  be 
hercHC,  but  would  not  be  wise.  The  contest  would  be 
unequal.  They  can  injure  us  very  sensibly,  but  we  can- 
not hurt  them  in  the  smallest  degree.  We  have  or  shall 
have  a  rich  trade  at  sea  exposed  to  their  depredations, 
they  have  none  at  all,  upon  which  we  can  make  repri- 
sals. If  we  take  a  vessel  of  theirs,  we  get  nothing  but 
a  bad  vessel  fit  only  to  bum,  a  few  guns  and  a  few  barba- 
rians, whom  we  may  hang  or  enslave  if  we  will,  and  the 
unfeeling  tyrants,  whose  subjects  they  are,  will  think  no 
more  of  it,  than  if  we  had  killed  so  many  caterpillars 
upon  an  apple  tree.  When  they  take  a  vessel  of  ours, 
they  not  only  get  a  rich  prize,  but  they  enslave  the 
men,  and  if  there  are  among  them  men  of  any  rank  or 
note,  they  demand  most  exorbitant  ransoms  for  theiin. 
If  we  could  even  send  a  force  sufficient  to  bum  a  town, 
their  unfeeling  governors  would  only  insult  and  deride. 
Unless  it  were  possible  then  to  persuade  the  great  mari- 
time powers  of  Europe  to  unite  in  the  suppression  of 
these  piracies,  it  would  be  very  imprudent  for  us  to  en- 
tertain any  thoughts  of  contending  with  them,  and  will 
only  lay  a  foundation,  (by  irritating  their  passions  and 
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iocrsasing  thek  iiMoleiice  and  their  demaDda)  for  long 
aad  seVese  repentance.  I  hope,  therefore,  we  shall 
tbink  of  nothing  but  treating  with  them. 

But  how !  where  is  the  money  ?  France  $alls  upon 
us  to  fulfil  our  engagements  with  her,  boih  for  interest 
and  principal,  and  our  creditors  in  Holland,  who  are  very 
numerous  will  soon  be  uneasy,  unless  something  is  done 
fixr  th^  security.  Holland  is  the  only  place  where  we 
can  borrow  money,  and  there  it  will  be  impracdcal^le, 
unless  our  European  debt  at  least  be  consolidated. 

If  Congress,  therefore,  think  of  borrowing  in  Hplland, 
they  must  begin  by  laying  duties  at  home  to  pay  the  in- 
terest. 

I  have  not  time  to  enlarge  at  present  on  any  subject. 
This  is  the  most  pressing  and  deserves  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  Congress  and  their  Ministers,  of  whom  I  hope 
you  are  one,  as  I  am  very  sure  no  man  is  better  qualified 
or  better  disposed,  but  if  unfortunately  you  should  not  be 
in  office,  let  me  pray  you  to  transmit  the  substance  of 
this  letter  to  Congress. 

With  great  and  sincere  respect,  be. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Anteui],  near  Paris, 

January  10, 1785. 


FBOlf    JOHN   ADAMS   TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONORE89. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  Congress^  that  by  a 

letter  from  our  bankers  in  Amsterdam,  I  am  informed 

they  have  in  hand  near  a  million  of  guilders,  ^^d  con- 
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sequently  that  the  two  loans  I  have  opened,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  seven  millions  of  guilders,  are  almost  full ; 
this  is  a  full  proof  of  an  amelioration  of  our  credit,  since 
January  1784,  when  I  was  obliged,  in  a  very  tender 
state  of  convalescence,  and  an  uncommonly  rigorous 
season,  to  undergo  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  a  voy- 
age and  journey  in  packet  boats,  ice  boats,  and  boors' 
waggons,  to  obtain  money  to  save  Mr.  Morris's  bills  from 
bemg  protested. 

This  is  a  very  fortunate  circumstance  for  us  at  this 
time,  both  as  it  furnishes  us  the  means  of  treating  with 
the  Barbary  powers,  if  Congress  should  authorize  us  to 
make  the  necessary  presents,  upon  which  pomts  we  wait 
their  instructions,  and  as  it  will  enable  C(Migres3  to  pay 
the  interest  of  their  debt  to  France. 

Four  letters  upon  the  subject  of  this  interest,  have 
been  communicated  to  his  colleagues,  by  Doctor  Frank- 
lin, one  from  the  Count  De  Vergennes,  and  three  from 
M.  Crrand,  and  no  doubt  transmitted  to  Congress. 

Doctor  Franklin  has  sounded  me  several  times,  to 
know  if  I  was  willing  to  pay  the  salaries  of  Ministers, 
and  Mr.  Carmichsl^s  salary,  Mr.  Dumas'  salary,  and 
Colonel  Humphreys' ;  in  short,  there  is  no  money  in 
Europe  at  present,  but  what  has  been  obtamed  in  Hol- 
land by  my  signature,  and  is  supposed  to  be  under  my 
inspection;  I  shall,  therefore,  be  very  soon  embarrassed, 
as  there  will  be  many  applications  to  me  for  money,  and 
I  shall  not  dare  to  advance  it  without  orders ;  I  there- 
fore pray  for  the  explicit  instructions  of  Congress  upon 
this  subject.  Your  Ministers  in  Europe  must  not  starve 
on  the  one  hand,  and  I  must  not  on  the  other  presume 
to  appropriate  money  unappropriated  by  Congress,  with- 
out necessity. 
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If  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  that  I  should 
draw  for  necessary  moneys  upon  the  certiBcate  of  their 
Ministers  here,  or  that  they  should  draw  upon  my  bank- 
ers m  Amsterdam,  this  would  relieve  me  fix>m  a  great 
anxiety;  at  all  events,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
Congress  should  communicate  to  me  their  commands. 

I  wish  also  to  know,  whether  it  is  the  expectation  of 
Congress  that  I  should  open  a  new  loan,  as  one  of  the 
old  ones  is  iiill,  and  the  other  very  near  it. 

I  confess  it  grieves  me  to  put  my  hand  to  an  obliga- 
timi,  as  it  always  brings  home  to  my  heart  the  reflection 
that  I  am  burthening  the  industry  and  labor  of  my  fel- 
low citizens  and  countrymen  with  a  heavy  load,  and 
when  demands  are  laid  before  me  for  millions  of  livres,  for 
interest  already  due,  I  cannot  help  wishing  that  I  might  ne- 
ver have  occasion  to  sign  another  obligation.  It  will,  never- 
theless, be  absolutely  necessary,  as  I  believe,  to  borrow 
somewhat  more  ;  but  it  behoves  the  people  to  consider 
the  necessity  they  are  under,  of  exerting  themselves  in 
season  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  their  foreign  debt, 
and  especially  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  necessity 
of  increasing  it.  They  will  find  it  very  impoverishing 
to  send  annually  out  of  their  country,  such  large  sums 
for  the  payment  of  interest,  an  enormous  bulk  of  the 
produce  of  the  country  must  go  to  make  up  these  sums, 
and  we  shall  find  the  drain  very  exhausting  to  our  pa- 
tience, if  not  to  our  strength. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


f 
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«  Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  Mr.  Adorns^  letter  of  lOtA 

January  last,  (1785.) 

Ollice  for  Foreign  Affairs,      > 
April  1,  1785.  I 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  thie  Department  of 
.  Foreign  Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the 
Honorable  John  Adams  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  dated  10th  January  last,  reports: 
That  the  said  letter  contains  nothing,  but  what  comes 
directly  within  the  Treasury  Department;   except  the 
hmt  respecting  treaties  with  the  Barbary  States ;  for  ne- 
gedating  which,  Congress  have  already  been  pleased  to 
provide. 

Your  Secretary  takes  the  liberty  of  observing,  that  the 
state  of  our  foreign  affiurs  renders  it  highly  necessary,  that 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  should  be  speedily 
convened,  and  proceed  to  business ;  for  without  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  a&irs  of  a  Department,  it  must  be 
difficult  to  conduct,  properly,  any  particular  branch  of 
them  ;  especially  in  money  matters,  where  the  relations 
between  debts,  funds  and  expenditures,  are  so  intimate 
and  extensive,  as  to  render  order  and  system  in  a  great 
degree  indispensable. 

For  these  reasons  it  appears  expedient  to  refer  Mr. 
Adams'  letter  to  the  Treasury,  and,  until  their  report  can 
be  obtained,  to  postpone  deciding  whether  a  new  loan  is 
necessary  to  be  opened,  and  to  what  amount,  as  well  as 
purposes,  to  which  the  remainder  of  the  money  in  Hol- 
land ought  to  be  appropriated. 

But  as  the  justice  as  well  as  the  dignity  of  the  United 
States,  requires  that  their  Ministers  and  servants  should 
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be  punctually  supplied,  without  the  intervention  of  pd)*- 
sooal  credit  and  such  like  expedients,  your  Secretary  is 
of  opinion  that  Mr.  Adams  should  be  authorized,  until 
the  fiirther  order  of  Congress,  to  cause  the  salaries  of 
your  Ministers  and  Secretaries  in  Europe,  to  be  regularly 
paid  out  of  the  moneys  in  Holland,  and  that  by  orders 
under  his  hand  to  the  bankers,  to  be  from  time  to  time 
given,  as  the  said  salaries  become  due. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


rROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Auteuil,  near  Paris,  March  9,  1785. 

Su-, 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  the  United  States,  upon  the 
acquisition  of  a  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  whose  long 
services  have  so  justly  acquired  their  confidence,  and 
whose  experience,  as  well  as  his  talents,  so  fully  qualify 
him  for  this  important  trust. 

The  joint  despatches  of  their  Ministers  here,  will  in- 
form Congress  of  the  slow  progress  of  the  negotiations 
entrusted  to  their  care.  These  delays  are  owing  to  the 
ordtnaiy  character  of  the  deliberations  of  Courts,  and  are 
in  too  measure  occasioned  by  any  inattention  or  inactivity 
on  our  part;  and,  as  they  are  irremediable,  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  with  patience. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  repeat  a  request  mentioned  in  sev- 
eral of  my  late  letters,  that  Congress  would  be  pleased 
to  transmit  the  ratification  of  my  last  loan,  which  I  open- 
ed a  year  ago  in  Holland,  and  is  long  since  full.     The 
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dday  of  the  ratification  has  an  ill  efiect.  Congress  will 
be  pleased  to  give  orders,  if  it  is  not  yet  done,  as  I  hope 
it  has  been,  concerning  near  a  million  of  guilders,  which 
remain  in  the  hands  of  their  bankers  at  Amsterdam,  as 
appears  by  some  extracts  of  letters  enclosed. 

I  have  lately  inquired  of  the  Baron  de  Stael,  the 
Swedish  Ambassador^  and  of  Mr.  d'Asp,  the  Swedish 
Charge  d'Afiaires,  an  old  acquaintance  at  the  Hague, 
who  has  been  lately  removed  to  this  Court,  concerning 
the  presents  given  by  their  Court  to  the  Barbary  Powers. 
Both  very  obligingly  promised  to  write  to  Stockholm  for 
full  information  upon  this  subject.  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
Dumas  to  apply  to  Mr.  Bisdom  and  Mr.  Vander  Hope, 
to  learn  the  sums  given  by  the  Republic.  The  answers 
of  those  gentlemen  I  have  communicated  to  my  col- 
leagues, and  copies  of  them  will  be  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress by  Mr.  Humphreys,  in  the  jobt  despatches.  If  we 
can  avoid  this  humiliating  tribute,  I  should  wish  it  with 
all  my  heart,  but  am  afraid  we  must  sooner  or  later  sub- 
mit to  it.  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart  to  wish  ill  success 
to  the  two  empires,  if  they  really  have,  as  they  are  sus- 
pected to  have,  the  project  of  driving  wholly  out  of 
Europe,  the  Turkish  empire,  because  the  Barbary  pow- 
ers and  their  hateiiil  piracies,  would  probably  come  to  an 
end  at  the  same  time.  We  wait  for  orders  relative  to 
those  States,  thinking  it  dangerous  saying  a  word  to  Mo- 
rocco, before  we  are  ready  to  treat  with  all. 

There  is  at  this  time  so  intimate  a  connexion  between 
France,   Sweden  and   Holland,   that  I  fancy  we  shall 
scarcely  persuade  either  of  the  latter  to  agree  to  any  ^ 
supplementary  treaties,  unless  the  former  should  set  the 
example,  which  we  cannot  expect,  considering  the  oppo- 
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sition  the  Ministry  meets  with  firom  the  merchants  of  the 
sea  port  towns,  and  even  from  some  sovereign  Courts. 
The  ordinance  of  dOth  August,  1784,  which  moderates 
the  rigor  of  the  letters  patent  of  October  1727,  and  ad- 
mits foreigners  to  the  commerce  of  the  colonies  under 
certain  restrictions,  has  excited  remonstrances  from  the 
merchants  of  Marseilles,  Bordeaux,  Rochelle,  Nantes, 
St»  Maloes,  and  Havre  de  Grace,  and  the  Parliament  of 
Bordeaux,  has  remonstrated,  and  that  of  Bretagne,  was 
very  near  it.  The  Marshal  de  Castries  is  yet  unmoved, 
but  this  opposition  will,  I  fear,  discourage  him  fit)m  going 
further. 

These  remonstrances  attack  every  part  of  the  first  arti- 
cle, they  oppose  the  fi^e  ports,  or  entrep6ts,  they  op- 
pose the  liberty  to  strangers  to  import  timber,  coal,  even 
live  stock,  but  especially  salt  beef,  salt  fish,  rice,  Indian 
com,  vegetables,  leather  tanned  or  in  the  hair,  pitch,  tar, 
turpentine,  they  are  eager  for  reviving  the  regulations  of 
1727,  and  totally  excluding  all  foreigners  firom  their 
islands.  In  short,  I  see  that  French  merchants  consider 
their  colonies,  and  colonists,  as  English  merchants  con- 
sidered us  twenty  years  ago.  It  is  true,  that  all  have 
not  been  equally  extravagant,  some  have  gone  in  their 
remonstrances,  no  further  than  against  salt  beef  and  fish. 

Merchants,  whether  French,  English  or  Dutch,  are 
very  bad  rulers  of  colonies  at  a  distance,  and  their  mis- 
takes, if  not  firmly  corrected  by  their  governments,  will 
make  a  serious  common  cause  between  Americans, 
northern,  southern,  and  western. 

The  French  fisheries,  in  consequence  of  the  extension 
of  their  limits  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  upon  the  Island 
of  Newfoundland,  and  the  free  communication  between 
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the  United  States  and  St.  Peters  and  Miquelon,  have 
succeeded  the  last  year  in  a  remarkable  manner.  Mar- 
seilles, Bordeaux  and  Rochelle,  and  many  other  places, 
have  engaged  in  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  with  a 
new  ardor,  and  uncommon  profit.  This  is  one  striking 
advantage,  arising  wholly  from  their  alliance  with  us,  and 
they  ought  to  be  too  sensible  of  it,  to  wish  so  soon  to 
exclude  us  wholly  from  their  Islands.  The  government, 
and  more  enlightened  part  of  the  nation  are  so,  and  will 
not  give  way  to  the  interested  clamors  of  those,  who  see 
no  further  than  their  own  private  profit. 

Nothing  is  more  extravagant  than  the  confident  pre- 
tensions of  French  and  English  merchants,  that  they  can 
supply  their  own  Islands.  It  is  whimsical,  but  it  is  true, 
that  the  mercantile  spirit  should  be  the  most  hostile  to 
the  freedom  of  commerce;  governments  the  most  dispos- 
ed to  favor  it,  are  continually  solicited  by  bodies  of  mer- 
chants, firom  partial  views  and  private  interests  to  restrain 
and  shackle  it. 

Ebgland,  it  is  plain,  will  never  treat  with  us  here,  and 
it  is  for  Congress  to  determine,  whether  they  will  accept 
the  proposition  of  the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  send  a 
Minister  there,  or  renounce  all  thoughts  of  treating  with 
it  upon  any  thing.  Spain  seems  equally  averse  to  treat- 
ing here,  but  if  Mr.  Gardoqui  has  arrived,  who  has  full 
powers,  Congress  may   treat  with  him  at  New  York. 

The  general  state  of  Europe  is  critical,  but  the  claims 
of  the  Elmperor  are  so  directly  against  treaties,  which 
interest  so  essentially  all  Europe,  that  I  do  not  believe 
he  will  urge  on  a  war,  that  must  embroil  all  the  world, 
and  end  not  at  all  to  his  advantage  or  honor. 

With  very  great  esteem,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FEOif    VE88R9*  WILLINK  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Sir, 

In  confoimity  to  our  pramise  of  hist  Thuisday,  we 
hkve  now  the  honor  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  the 
balance  of  he  accounts  of  the.  'United  States,  now  b 
oar  hands,  amounts  to  -        -  /.1^I,7<I0.4 

From  this  must  be  deducted  the  fi>lbw- 

ing  sums: 
For  payments  which  are  at 

hand,  interest  of  the  last 

loan,  due  1st.  February,      /.65j966.4 
Premiums  of  the  same,        -     50,000 
Accepted  draughts    of  Mr. 

Morris,  ....  200,000 
Not  appeared  draughts  of  do.    12,150  328,136.4 


Remabs         /.973,624 


So  it  appears  fifom  this  that  there  is  still  to  the  dkpo- 
sitioo  of  Congress  a  capital  of  973,000  florins,  current 
money.  The  sums  that  at  present  are  in  the  hands  of 
each  house  or  their  bankers  amount  to  viz : 


Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink  - 
Nic  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst, 
Da  la  Lande  and  Fynje,        .        .        . 

Together  with  the  abovementioned  balance 
of 


fJBnifloo 

«S5,000 
900/H» 


/.  1^300,000 


Vol.  11.^21 
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The  whole  number  of  bonds,  which  are  at  present  un- 
sold in  our  hands  is  S52,  of  the  5  per  cent,  loan  of  5 
millioDSy  viz : 

Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink  have  in  their  possession,      110 
Nic  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  -        -        -      135 

De  la  Liande  and  Fjmje,        -        .        -        -  7 

We  hope,  Sir,  that  thb  very  particular  account  of  the 
state  of  business  of  the  United  States  trusted  to  our  care, 
will  give  you  satisfaction,  and  we  now  expect  your  orders 
whether  you  desire  that  we  shall  put  the  whole  balance 
or  part  of  it  into  the  bank  of  Amsterdam  or  not.  In  the 
meantime  we  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves  with 
ncere  esteem,  sir,  be. 

WILHEM  b  JAN  WILLINK. 

NIC  b  JACOB  VAN  STAPHORST. 

DE  LA  LANDE  AND  FYNJE. 


Egitrad  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Willink  fy  Co. 

AmsterdMa,  February  2, 1785. 

"Sir, 
Last  week  we  received  your  much  esteemed  fa- 
of  lOth  January,  and  observed  with  much  pleasure, 
four  satisfaction  on  the  flourishing  state  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States,  in  our  hands.  Your  Excellency 
desires  our  opinion,  whether  the  prospect  of  making  new 
loans  for  the  Congress,  would  be  favorable;  in  answer 
to  thby  we  heartily  wish  that  we  may  not  very  soon  be 
charged  to  try  it,  and  that  before  it  may  become  neces- 
sary, Congress  may  be  put  in  the  situation,  by  a  unani- 
mous consent  of  all  the  American  States  of  the  confede- 
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nitiony  to  point  out  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  jpunctual 
payment  of  the  capital  and  interest,  Which,  as  joa  know, 
has  not  been  the  case  with  the  two  first  loans,  and  which, 
at  present,  would  absolutely  be  required,  because  the 
people  in  this  country  know,  that  the  States  have  not 
agreed  upon  this  capital  point ;  a  circumstance  that  cer- 
tainly occasions  that  the  credit  of  the  United  States  can- 
not be  carried  to  the  point,  which  we  believe  it  deserves, 
in  consequence  of  the  inward  solidity  and  prombii^ 
prospect  of  the  source  of  her  welfiu« ;  besides  this,  we 
are  daily  questi(»ied  about  the  ratification  of  thehtft 
k)an,  and  we  are  at  a  loss  what  we  shall  answer,  having 
received  no  letters  from  the  office  of  finance  since 
the  time  when  Mr.  Morris  resigned.  But,  sir,  whenever 
our  wishes  in  these  points  shall  be  fulfilled,  which  cer- 
tainly will  strengthen  greatly  the  American  credit ;  we 
should  not  advise  to  try  another  loan  for  some  time,  be- 
cause we  know  that  a  great  number  of  bonds  of  both  of 
the  former,  remain  still  in  the  hands  of  the  undertaken, 
which,  as  you  know,  is  the  second  hand,  and  there  is  no 
great  prospect,  that  they  will  sell  their  shares  so  soon,  on 
occasion  that  we  have  every  day  new  loans  opened  here, 
ia  for  instance,  one  of  seven  millions  in  favor  of  the  East 
India  Company,  one  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  florins 
foi  the  States  of  Zealand,  one  of  two  millions  for  Swe- 
den, and  we  expect  every  day  a  loan  for  our  province ; 
added  to  this,  large  sums  are  employed  in  the  French 
loan,  and  you  will  easily  conclude  that  money  becomes 
veiy  scarce,  which  we  hope  will  not  be  the  case  next 
year,  and  if  then  Congress  might  wish  to  pay  off  their 
loans  in  France,  and  raise  the  money  in  this  country,  it 


WDuM  give  us  much  pleasure  to  give  her  again  satisfiK- 
twi  with  our  endeavors,  and  at  the  same  time  to  observe 
an  unKmited  confidence  with  our  countrymen." 


rROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New  York,  Februaiy  11,  1785. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith 
endosed,  a  ratification  made  the  1st  inst.  of  the  contract 
or  engagement,  which  you  entered  mto,  as  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  of  America  to  their 
High  Mightmesses,  the  Lords  the  States  Greneral  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  vA  behalf  of  the  said  States,  with 
Messrs.  Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink  and  others,  for  a  loan 
of  two  millions  of  guilders,  die  9th  March,  1784. 

As  the  letters  received  from  you,  between  my  prede- 
cesMrs  resignation,  and  my  acceptance  of  this  c^ce,  are 
yet  in  the  haikb  of  a  committee  of  Congress,  I  am  not 
in  capacity  to  say  any  thing  of  their  dates  or  contents. 

On  the  14th  ult.  I  wrote  a  short  letter  to  you,  Doctor 
Franklin  and  Mr.  Jeffisrson. 

Congress  have  resolved  to  seiid  a  Minister  to  the  Conrt 
o(  London,  and  I  flatter  myself  with  being  soon  enabled 
to  write  to  you  particularly  on  this  subject. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  fre- 
ipmtly,  and  to  be  &vored  not  only  with  such  informa- 
toOBQS  you  may  think  interesting ;  but  also  with  such  re- 
nuufks  and  opinions  on  affiimi  in  this  department,  as  may 
the  better  enable  me  to  discharge  the  duties  of  it. 
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M*  de  Marbob,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  his 
Court,  has  demanded  that  M.  Longchamps  be  delivered 
up.  I  wish  that  matter  had  not  been  pressed.  I  have 
kid  the  requisition  before  Congress,  and  shall  inform  you 
of  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  the  subject.  It  is 
in  contemplation  to  appoint  a  Minister  for  Spain^  and 
we  are  informed  that  an  envoy  from  that  Court  may  daily 
be  expected  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FBOM  JOHN    ADAMS   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Auteuil,  near  Pari%  April  13,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  written  by  the  late  packets,  for  the  orders  of 
Congress  concerning  near  a  million  of  guilders  in  the 
IkukIs  of  Messrs.  Willink  &  Co.  in  Amsterdam,  and  re- 
^pesting  the  ratification  of  my  last  loan,  and  other  sub- 
jects. By  the  February  packet,  hourly  expected,  I  hope 
to  have  the  honor  of  letters  from  you,  with  the  pleasure 
of  Congress  relative  to  these  matters. 

Our  joint  despatches  will  show  all  the  information  we 
baTt  yet  obtained  concemmg  the  power  of  the  Barbary 
States,  and  the  costlmess  of  their  friendship.  We  must 
proceed  slowly  and  cautiously.  I  often  hear  the  trade 
of  the  Mediterranean,  and  of  the  Levant,  slightly  spoken 
^  and  represented  as  of  small  value  to  the  United  States. 
I  think  very  dififerently,  with  an  absolute  certamty  that 
time  will  demonstrate  me  m  the  right.  But  the  rise  6f 
insurance  on  all  of  our  trade,  is  to  be  added  to  the  full 
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value  of  the  trade  we  may  have  in  the  Mediterimiieaii 
and  Levant;  and  what  is  worse,  we  have  the  cries  of  our 
countrymen  in  captivity,  in  chams,  and  exposed  to  many 
cruelties,  to  consider.  It  is  not  the  loss  of  property  which 
has  bduced  any  nation  to  become  tributary  to  them,  but 
thb  inhuman  pracdce  of  enslaving  captives.  France, 
Ekigland  and  Holland,  have  avoided  stipulating  in  treaties 
to  pay  a  tribute ;  but  Sweden  and  Denmark  have  not.  I 
hope  we  shall  not  imitate  the  example  of  these  last.  If 
we  are  directed  to  negotiate,  we  shall  probably  negotiate 
through  the  French  Consul,  but  it  will  be  necessary, 
finally,  for  Congress  to  send  Consuls  to  sign  the  treaties 
and  to  make  the  presents.  We  have  collected  some  in- 
formation which  will  be  useful  to  our  country,  respecting 
these  powers.  I  wish  we  were  able  to  do  as  much, 
under  our  commission,  to  Spain ;  that  Court  will  not  treat 
here,  and  for  us  to  go  to  Madrid  is  a  dangerous  measure ; 
we  know  not  how  much  time  the  negotiation  there  may 
require,  and  if  we  go  and  return  without  success,  it  will 
be  industriously  spread  by  all  the  diplomatic  corps,  and 
will  hurt  the  reputation  of  our  country  in  Europe,  and 
elate  the  English  beyond  measure,  inconveniences 
which  may  be  avoided  by  your  conducting  the  negotia- 
tion with  Mr.  Gardoqui,  at  New  York,  or  by  Congress 
sending  a  Minister  to  Madrid.  This,  I  know,  is  much 
desired  by  the  Spanish  Court,  and  by  this  Court,  as  many 
symptoms  have  indicated,  particularly  a  conversation  be- 
tween the  Duke  de  la  Vauguion  and  me,  a  few  days  be- 
fore his  departure  for  Madrid.  A  Minister  at  Madrid 
would  be  useful  to  us  in  conducting  this  busmess  with  the 
Barbary  powers,  and  is  in  all  respects,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 
a  desirable  measure.     The  expense  of  maintaining  three 
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is  the  same,  whether  they  reside  at  Anteuil, 
Ptasy  and  Paris,  or  at  Madrid,  Versailles  and  the  Hague, 
and  I  am  sure  we  could  not  do  less,  separately,  than  we 
aire  likely  to  do  together. 

Tou  remember,  sir,  that  one  of  the  first  things,  Mr. 
Hartley  said  to  us,  was  to  propose  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  his  master,  and  his  l^nister  Mr.  Fox,  that  Mmis- 
ters  should  be  exchanged  inmiediately  between  Congress 
and  St.  James.  You  have  received  before  now,  the 
formal  proposition  from  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
transmitted  to  us,  through  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  to  the 
same  effect.  The  appomtment  of  Mr.  Temple,  as 
Consul  General,  is  a  still  stronger  indication  of  a  real  wish 
in  the  Ministry,  that  this  measure  may  be  pursued,  and 
of  a  secret  consciousness  that  they  shall  be  obliged  to 
treat.  In  their  refusal  to  treat  here  they  would  be  justi- 
fied, by  all  the  courts  and  diplomatic  bodies  in  the  world. 
I  make  no  scruple,  no  hesitation  to  advise  that  a  Minis- 
ter may  be  sent,  nor  will  I  be  intimidated  firom  giving  this 
advice,  by  any  apprehension  that  I  shall  be  suspected  of 
a  design  or  desire  of  going  to  England  myself.  Who- 
ever goes,  will  neither  find  it  a  lucrative  nor  a  pleasant 
employment,  nor  will  he  be  envied  by  me.  I  know  that 
for  years,  if  he  does  his  duty,  he  will  find  no  personal 
pleasure  or  advantage.  But  the  measure  of  sending  a 
Miiuster  to  En^and,  appears  to  me,  the  comer  stone  of 
the  true  American  system  of  politics  in  Europe,  and  if 
it  is  not  done,  we  shall  have  cause  to  repent  it  for  a  long 
dme,  when  it  will  be  too  late.  Every  thing  is  calculated 
as  it  appears  to  me,  to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  England. 
Cries  and  prejudices  are  fomented  in  England  and  Ame- 
rica, which  have  no  other  tendency,  but  to  involve  us  in 
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a  war,  long  before  we  shall  be  ready.  Ten  or  fifteen  years 
bence,  we  should  have  nothing  to  fear  fifom  a  war  with 
Eingland,  if  they  should  be  mad  enough  to  force  us  upon 
it.  At  present  it  would  distress  us  extremely,  although 
it  would  ruin  England.  My  system  is  a  very  simple  one; 
let  us  preserve  the  firiendship  of  France,  Holland  and 
Spain  if  we  can,  and  in  case  of  a  war  between  France 
and  Ikigland,  let  us  preserve  our  neutrality,  if  possible. 
In  order  to  preserve  our  friendship  with  France  and  Hol- 
land and  Spain,  it  wiU  be  useful  for  us  to  avoid  a  war 
with  Eki^and.  To  avoid  a  war  with  England  we  should 
take  the  regular  diplomatic  steps  to  negotiate,  to  settle 
disputes  as  they  rise,  and  to  place  the  intercourse  between 
the  two  nati(»is  upon  a  certain  footing;  then  we  may  un- 
derstand one  another,  avoid  deceits  a|id  misrepresenta- 
tions. It  is  so  much  the  interest  of  England,  that  we 
should  be  neutral  in  a  future  war,  that  I  am  persuaded 
cool  and  candid  reasoning  with  their  Ministers  upon  thQ 
subject  would  convince  them  of  it.  The  force  of  truth 
is  greater,  even  upon  the  minds  of  politicians  than  the 
world  in  general  b  aware  of.  England  is  now  mad  with 
the  hope  of  our  having  a  war  with  Spain,  and  even  France, 
in  donsequence  of  the  family  compact,  and  of  our  court- 
bg  them  to  become  our  allies  and  undertake  our  defence. 
Surely  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  an  American  Minister 
to  convince  a  British  one,  that  this  is  chimerical,  and  that 
the  only  thing  they  ought  to  expect  from  America  is  neu- 
trality. The  real  thing  the  English  have  to  fear  is  our  join- 
ing their  enemies  against  them  in  a  future  war.  She  has 
no  alliance  to  hope  from  us,  unless  Spain  should  force  us 
into  a  war;  and  even  then,  we  ought  not  to  ask  or  accept 
aid  from  England,  if  we  could  avoid  it,  unless  France, 
from  the  family  compact,  should  join  Spain. 


DIPLOMAltC  C01lRESi>ONDBNCE.  169 

This  reasoning  and  this  system,  you  see,  goes  upon 
the  supposition  that  we  are  independent  ojf  France,  in 
point  of  moral  and  political  obligation ;  but  if  the  senti- 
ments of  America  are  otherwise,  and  these  principles  are 
^etteMl,  which'  you  and  I  once  heard  delivered  with  gteat 
fortnality  and  energy,  viz :  *^  That  Ameriba  ought  to  jofai 
FMtice  agamst  England  in  two  future  wars,  one  to  p^y 
the  debt  of  gratitude  abeady  contracted,  and  the  oiher 
t6  shew  ourselves  as  geneMus  as  Fraiice  had  been/'  I 
confess  myself  all  \Vrong,  and  to  b^  so  totally  ignorant  of 
thid  right  duties,  and  intei^std  of  ihy  country,  as  to  be  alto- 
gether unfit  for  any  share  in  theiir  public  afiairs,  foreign  or 
donie^c. 

At  any  rate,  our  negotiations  in  this  place  hlEite  not 
answered  the  ends  proposed  by  Congress,  and  expected 
by  the  people  of  America,  nor  is  there  now  scarcely  a 
possibility  that  they  should.  I  am  very  happy  in  my 
firiend  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  have  nothing  but  my  inutility 
to  disgust  me  with  a  residence  here.  But  I  presume 
Ccmgress  will  not  think  it  expedient  to  renew  the  coih- 
misinon,  or  attempt  any  longer  to  carry  on  negotiations 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  m  this  place.  If  they  shouFd 
however,  I  hope  they  will  think  of  some  other  gentleman 
in  my  place,  as  it  is  my  desire  to  return  home,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  the  present  commissions. 
With  great  respect  and  sincere  est^m.  Sic. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM   JOHN    ADAMS    TO   JOHN   JAY. 

Anteuil,  near  Pans,  April  24,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the 
11th  of  February  last,  containing  the  ratification  of  my 
last  loan,  of  two  millions  of  guilders,  having  been  pro- 
perty addressed  to  me  as  Minister  at  the  Hague,  by  a 
mistake  of  the  post  office  at  Paris,  was  sent  to  Holland, 
finom  whence  it  returned  to  me  last  night.  This  loan  \s 
long  since  full,  as  my  last  loan  of  five  millions  of  guil- 
ders is  nearly  so ;  I  must  therefore,  solicit  the  further 
instructions  of  Congress,  whether  I  am  to  open  any  new 
loan  or  not. 

Your  letter  to  Doctor  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  me, 
of  the  14th  of  January,  has  been  duly  received  and  an- 
swered. 

If  I  had  known  a  few  weeks  sooner,  that  Congress 
had  resolved  to  send  a  Minister  to  London,  it  would 
have  saved  you  the  trouble  of  a  letter  upon  the  subject, 
which  you  will  receive  by  the  packet.  It  has  appeared 
to  me,  for  some  time,  to  be  an  important  and  necessary 
measure  ;  and  although  the  gentleman  who  may  be  sent 
there,  whoever  he  may  be,  will  probably  find  himself  in 
a  thicket  of  briars,  from  which  he  will  hardly  get  free 
without  tearing  his  flesh,  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
appearance  of  an  American  Minister  at  the  British  Court, 
will  have  good  effects  upon  our  afiiurs,  even  in  France 
and  Spain,  and  the  nations  in  alliance  with  them,  as  well 
as  in  the  courts  and  nations  in  the  opposite  scale  of  the 
balance;  but  especially  upon  the  British  and  American 
nations. 
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Will  it  be  foreign  to  the  purpose,  upon  this  occasion, 
or  improper  for  me  to  observe,  that  the  people  in  Amer- 
ica, and  their  legislatures  in  the  several  States,  should 
prepare  the  way  for  their  Minbters  in  England,  to  re- 
quire a  fidthful  execution  of  treaties,  by  setting  the  ex- 
ample of  a  punctual  execution  on  their  part?  If  we 
establish  the  principle,  that  we  have  a  right  to  depart 
from  the  treaty  in  one  article,  because  they  have  depart- 
ed from  it  in  another,  they  will  certainly  avail  themselves 
of  the  same  principle,  and  probably  extend  it  as  much 
fiirther,  as  their  sense  of  justice  is  less,  and  their  opinion 
of  their  own  power,  however  ill  founded,  is  greater.  It 
cannot,  I  think,  be  too  often  nor  too  eamesdy  recom- 
mended to  our  countrymen  to  consider  the  treaty  as 
sacred,  and  to  fulfil  it  in  all  its  parts,  according  to  its 
real  spirit  and  intention,  in  good  conscience,  in  that  most 
delicate  pomt  of  all,  respecting  refugees ;  I  even  wish 
that  the  people  could  conquer  their  natural  feelings,  and 
suppress  their  just  resentments ;  this  I  am  confident  is 
the  best  revenge  that  can  be  taken,  and  will  most  effec- 
tually disarm  even  those  among  them,  who  are  most  dis- 
tinguished for  their  enmity.  If  we  have  any  thing  to 
fear  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  or  for  our  whale 
fishery,  it  arises,  and  will  arise  fix)m  our  own  severity  to 
these  people,  and  the  same  observations  may  be  applied 
to  the  for  trade,  and  the  posts  upon  the  frontier. 

Your  desire,  sir,  to  hear  firom  me  firequently,  and  to 
have  my  poor  opinion  on  the  affairs  of  your  department, 
does  me  great  honor,  and  shall  be  complied  with  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power :  but  I  shall  much  oftener  have  oc- 
casion for  your  advice  in  such  affairs  as  are  entrusted  to 
me.  I  think  myself  extremely  happy  in  common  with  our 


\ 


173  JOHN  ADA¥S. 

couDtrymen^  that  I  have  to  correspojad  with  a  genttanen 
tp  whom  our  foreign  affidrs  are  very  familiar,  by  long  ex- 
perience, who  knows  where  our  difficulties  and  danger 
Ue^  and  who  has  proved  hiipself,  upcuiall  occasions,  supe- 
rior to  them. 

)  am  sorry  to  learn  that  the  French  Charge 
d'Afl^u:^  b^  demapded  Monsieur  Lopgchamps  to  be  de- 
livered up,  and  am  the  more  surprised,  because  I  bad  un- 
deipitood  from  such  sources  as  I  thought  authentic,  that 
the  pumshment  to  which  he  has  been  sentenced,  was  sa- 
tisfactory at  court.  It  may  not  however  be  amiss  for  the 
French  Government  to  keep  up  a  claim,  which  may  be  a 
standing  restraint  to  their  own  subjects  in  aU  ibceign 
countri^.  But  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  French 
nfinistry  know  our  right  to  refuse,  as  well  as  theifs  to  de- 
mand, as  there  is  no  posi^ve  stipulation  between  the  two 
p(^ers,  that  criminab  shall  be  mutuaUy  given  up,  and 
9urely  it  is  no  perfect  right  by  the  law  of  nations,  nor  is 
it  a  common  practice;  so  far  from  it,  that  it  will  be  difficult 
to  show  an  example  of  it,  where  there  is  no  convention. 
Your  packet  for  Mr.  Carmichael  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Spai^h  Ambassador  ^>  go  by  his  courier,  as  you  desure. 
With  the  utmost  respect  and  eateem,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAHS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

▲ntieuil,  iiear  JPsrii^  Hay  4,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  day  before  yesterday,  I  received  the  letter  you  did 
mfi  the  honor  to  write  me,  on  the  18th  of  March,  enclos- 
ing a  commission,  instructions,  and  letter  of  credence  to 
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the  Court  of  GreiU  Britain,  and  a  duplicate  of  yoqr  letter 
of  February  llth,  with  the  ratification  of  the  loan  in  Hol- 
land* 

The  appointment  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  de- 
mands my  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Congress, 
and  the  utmost  care  and  diligence  in  the  execution  of  it. 

I  am  happy  to  see,  by  the  resolution  of  March  7th, 
that  a  Minister  is  to  be  appointed  to  succeed  me  at  the 
Hague ;  both  because  a  Mimster  will  be  necessary  there, 
and  because  that  the  Minister  in  London  will  find  em- 
ployment fat  all  his  time,  and  should  devote  himself  whol- 
ly to  the  duties  of  that  mission*  As  no  letter  of  recall  is 
as  yet  arrived  to  me,  I  am  a  little  perplexed.  I  have 
been  a  witness  of  so  much  firiendship  to  the  United  States, 
and  have  experienced  so  much  kindness  to  myself  in 
Holknd,  that  I  ought  not  finally  to  quit  that  country, 
without  taking  leave  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  even  if 
established  forms  had  not  rendered  such  a  ceremony  in- 
dispensable. 

Tfa«ie  is  no  time  to  be  lost  unnecessarily,  in  executing 
the  instructions  of  Congress;  but  you  are  very  sensible, 
OT,  of  the  necessity  of  taking  leave  of  this  Court,  and  of 
the  foreign  Ministers  here,  and  of  the  time  which  such  a 
fi>nnality  tskes  up.  It  will,  thereibre,  be  longer  before  I 
can  be  in  London  than  you  may  wish,  perhaps  five  or  six 
weeks ;  m  the  meantime  Colonel  Smith,  I  hope,  will  ar- 
rive with  the  additional  information,  and  I  may  take  such 
measures  as  I  can  to  prepare  the  way  before  us.  The 
Duke  of  Dorset  has  offered  me  all  the  service  in  bb 
power,  and  professes  to  wish  me  success.  It  may  not  be 
useless  for  me  to  see  Mr.  Harris  at  the  Hague. 

The  instructions  are  perfectly  agreeable  to  my  own  in- 
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clinations;  but  it  would  be  my  duty  to  carry  them  into 
punctual  execution,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  if  they 
were  not  so.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  a  public  trust  of 
some  importance  has  been  committed  to  me,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  any  ever  made,  a  deeper  impression  upon  my 
spirits,  or  gave  me  more  serious  reflections.  To  do  my 
duty  to  our  country  and  her  allies,  and  to  reconcile  the 
Americans  and  English  upon  principles  and  terms,  which 
may  give  satisfaction  to  all,  is  no  easy  task.  I  can  pro- 
mise nothing  but  industry — ^the  prospect  of  success  is  far 
from  being  encouraging.  The  measure  of  sending  a  Min- 
ister had  become  indispensable ;  Congress  will  have  tried 
the  experiment,  and  done  all  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
world  was  incumbent  on  them,  and  if  the  English  nation 
perseveres  in  obstinacy  and  delusion,  the  United  States 
wiU  be  fully  informed  of  it,  and  have  it  undoubtedly  in 
their  power  to  do  themselves  justice.  The  resolutions  of 
New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  the  former  laying  heavier 
duties  upon  British  ships  and  merchandizes,  and  the  lat- 
ter adopting  the  impost  of  five  per  cent,  if  the  public  pa- 
pers inform  us  truly,  are  symptoms  of  a  spirit  rising  in 
America,  which  will  either  make  the  English  friendly  to 
us,  or  their  enmity  a  blessing. 

The  Count  D'Aranda  told  me  yesterday  that  your 
packet  to  Mr.  Carmichael  was  gone  to  Madrid. 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  its  place,  your  letter  of  March 
15th.  The  confidence  you  express  is  mutual,  which  I 
esteem  one  of  the  happiest  circumstances  in  my  whole 
life.  I  have  not  the  honor  to  be  personally  known  to 
Mr.  Smith,  but  he  shall  receive  from  me  all  the  regard 
which  becomes  the  relation  between  us. 

With  sincere  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Anteuil,  near  Paris,  Bfay  3,  1785. 

The  Britons  boast,  that  all  the  prophecies  of  the  loss 
of  the  American  trade  from  the  independence  of  the 
United  States,  have  proved  false :  that  the  experiment 
has  been  trie49  and  the  contest  decided  :  that  there  was 
at  the  peace  a  competition  of  the  commercial  nations  of 
Europe,  for  the  prize :  that  the  superior  abilities  of  the 
British  manufacturers,  and  the  greater  capitals  of  their 
merchants,  have  enabled  them  to  give  our  traders  better 
barg^iins  and  longer  credit  than  any  others  in  Europe  : 
that  as  we  love  our  interests,  and  have  small  fortunes, 
we  must  come  to  them  who  can  furnish  us  with  goods  of 
the  best  qualities,  at  the  cheapest  rates,  and  allow  us  the 
longest  time  to  pay :  that  Britain  has  monopolized  our 
trade  beyond  credibility  :  that  all  the  foreign  merchants, 
French,  Dutch,  and  even  Spanish,  and  Portuguese,  who 
bad  engaged  in  our  trade  have  failed,  while  few  of  theirs 
have  suffered. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  certain  that  in  all  this 
there  is  much  exaggeration,  it  must  be  confessed,  on  the 
other  that  there  is  too  much  truth,  and  the  success  of 
your  mission  to  London  will  depend  very  much  upon  the 
researches  of  Congress  and  the  States  into  this  subject, 
and  the  measures  they  may  take  in  consequence  of  their 
inquiries,  you  will  negotiate  for  reciprocities  in  commerce 
to  very  little  purpose,  while  the  British  Ministers  and 
merchants  are  certain,  that  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  profits 
of  our  commerce,  under  their  own  partial  regulations. 

It  behoves  the  whole  people  of  America,  then,  to  turn 
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their  attention  to  this  subject,  it  would  be  presumption  in 
me  to  discuss  the  question,  whether  it  is  necessary  the 
Slates  should  give  to  Congress  a  plenary  power  to  govern 

the  conmierce  of  the  whole  confederation.     I  have  been 

• 

too  long  absent,  and  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  able  to 
fimn  a  judgment,  even  to  my  own  satisfaction.  But  I 
can  see  numberless  mischiefs  and  inconveniences  arising 
from  the  want  of  unity  and  system,  in  the  direction  of 
such  complicated  interests,  and  every  State  will  find  itself 
necessitated  fiequently  to  apply  to  Congress  for  their  m- 
terposition,  eitherby  recommendations  or  decisions. 

Tou  will  give  me  leave  then  to  inquire,  whether  it 
fOBf  not  be  proper  for  Congress,  to  call  upon  the  States 
in  such  manner,  as  they  may  judge  constitutional,  to  fur- 
msh  them  with  authentic  accounts  of  all  the  exports  and 
imports  of  every  State  since  the  peace,  of  the  vessels 
which  have  entered,  or  cleared  out,  the  nation  to  which 
they  belong,  and  all  other  particulars  which  may  be 
thought  proper.  It  should  seem  impossible  that  the 
amon  can  be  preserved,  without  some  such  general  repo- 
sitory of  the  commercial  interests  and  knowledge,  the 
mfiymmtion  to  be  derived  from  it  would  bring  the  States 
to  act  in  concert,  by  shewing  the  necessity  of  it  to  all, 
and  Congress  or  the  States  might  take  such  measures, 
as  would  insure  them  justice  against  the  English;  from 
such  a  view  they  might  lay  such  discouragements  on 
British  ships  and  manu&ctures,  and  procure  such  advan- 
tages to  their  own,  as  would  be  beneficial  to  our  country, 
while  it  would  show  the  English  their  own  weakness ; 
heavy  duties  might  be  laid  upon  articles  of  luxaiy 
wrought  in  England  and  imported  from  thence,  which 
would  discourage  the  extrrrag^t  use  of  them,  among 
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ourselves,  place  other  natioiis  upon  as  good  and  belter 
ibotbg  than  the  English,  and  raise  the  revenue  for  the 
puUic  out  of  that  enthusiasm  for  Ikigland,  which  has 
been  and  is  still  so  unwise  in  itself,  and  so  hurtful  to  our 
country.  Such  measures  as  these  would  discover  to  the 
E^ig^ish,  that  we  know  our  own  strength  and  their  weakness, 
and  would  have  probably  a  greater  tendency  to  influence 
the  ministry,  by  preparing  the  nation,  than  any  reason- 
ing which  can  be  u^ed.  It  is  a  diplomatic  axiom,  '^that 
he  negotiates  ill,  who  is  not  m  a  condition  to  make  him- 
self feared,"  but  measures  for  this  purpose  must  be 
taken  by  the  people  of  America.  Our  army  will  be  no 
terror  to  them,  because  they  think  at  present  they  shall 
never  send  an  army  to  fight  us  in  our  own  country,  and 
they  do  not  believe  that  ours  will  go  abroad  to  attack 
them;  they  are  too  proud  of  their  own  navy,  and  have 
too  much  disregard  of  ours,  to  dread  us  upon  the  sea ; 
although  experience  should  have  taught  them,  that  their 
commerce  might  be  much  endangered  by  our  cruisers, 
so  that  we  have  no  means  to  make  an  impression  on 
them,  but  by  commercial  regulations,  which  the  vulgar 
may  see  strike  essentially  at  their  interests  without  injur- 
ing our  own. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Auteuil,  near  Ptri%  Ukj  7,  1785. 

In  a  former  letter  I  expressed  a  doubt,  whether  I  should 
go  directly  to  London,  or  first  to  the  Hague,  in  order  to 
Vol.  n.— 23 
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take  leave;  but  upon  fiirther  reflectioii,  as  I  have  .not  re- 
ceived a  regular  letter  of  recall,  and  another  Minister  to 
their  High  Mightinesses  is  not  yet  arrived,  it  seems  best  to 
avoid  occasion  of  too  much  speculation  among  our  credi- 
toiB  in  that  country,  for  the  present.  The  Minister  who 
shall  do  me  the  honor  to  succeed  me,  will  probably 
brkig  my  letter  of  recall,  and  I  hope,  the  permission  of 
Congress  for  me  to  go  over  to  Holland,  to  pay  there  my 
last  official  respects,  *  provided  the  state  of  our  afliurs  in 
London,  will  admit  of  my  absence  for  the  space  of  time 
necessary,  which  may  be  three  weeks ;  but  if  Congress 
should  think  this  ceremony  unnecessary,  or  I  should  be 
engaged  in  business  for  the  public,  which  cannot  conve- 
niently be  left,  I  may  take  leave  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses, and  of  his  most  Serene  Highness,  by  a  respectful 
letter,  which  perhaps,  may  answer  the  end.  I  hope  to 
be  in  London  by  the  end  of  this  month. 

As  we  have  no  friends  in  Elngland,  or  any  other  part 
of  Europe,  but  in  Holland,  I  must  ask  the  favor  of  Con- 
gress to  transmit  me  their  authority  by  a  resolution,  to 
draw  upon  their  bankers  in  Holland,  for  the  amount  of 
my  salary,  and  the  salary  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  some  little 
disbursements  which  may  be  indispensable. 

My  friend  and  cdleague,  Mr.  Je^rson,  brought  with 
him  an  order  to  receive  of  M.  Grand  a  sum  of  money 
in  advance,  to  furnish  his  house ;  but  M.  Grand  having 
no  money  in  his  hands,  but,  on  the  contrary,  being  much 
in  advance,  made  some  difficulties,  which  induced  Mr. 
Jeflbrson  to  apply  to  me.  I  accordingly  drew  upon  your 
bankers  in  Amsterdam  a  bill  in  his  favor  for  six  thousand 
guilders,  which  he  has  received.  As  M.  Grand  could 
only  have  advanced  the  money,  by  drawing  on  the  same 
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fiind,  one  commission  has  been  saved  by  this  meanSy  and 
I  hope  for  the  approbation  of  Congress. 

Colonel  Humphreys  brought  with  him  an  order  upon 
M.  Grand,  for  money  to  pay  for  a  medal,  to  be  struck 
for  each  of  the  Generals,  Washington,  Gates  and 
Greene,  and  for  some  swords,  adjudged  by  Congress  to 
other  officers,  and  upon  M.  Grand's  inability  to  make 
the  advances,  he  applied  to  me.  As  we  supposed  it  to  be 
the  undoubted  intention  of  Congress,  that  these  small 
presents  should  be  made  in  honor  of  those  great  events 
and  immortal  actions,  I  consented  to  draw  for  the  money 
upon  the  same  bankers,  to  the  amount  of  about  a  thou- 
sand pounds.  This  also  I  hope  will  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  Congress. 

If  you  will  pardon,  sir^  a  transition  to  a  subject  not 
much  connected  with  the  foregoing,  I  may  fill  the  rest  of 
my  paper  with  an  observation  which  may  have  its  uses. 
The  extreme  severity  of  cold  and  drought,  which  have 
continued  through  the  months  of  February,  March,  April, 
and  to  this  day,  has  brought  upon  this  country,  and  per- 
haps others,  a  serious  calamity.  There  is  such  a  scarcity 
of  herbage  and  pasturage,  that  the  poor  people  in  many 
places  have  been  obliged  to  kill  their  cattle,  to  prevent 
them  from  starving.  In  many  other  places  they  have 
been  necessitated  to  leed  the  cattle,  with  grain  and  bread 
and  other  things  necessary  for  the  support  of  their  fami- 
lies. The  daily  processions  which  pass  before  my  door, 
in  prayers  for  warmth  and  rain,  are  afflicting  to  humanity. 
These  circumstances,  however,  have  contributed  to  silence 
the  clamors  of  various  provinces,  agauist  the  commerce 
between  us  and  the  French  West  India  Islands,  more 
than  all  the  authority  of  the  King  and  influence  of  Go- 
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Teroment.  The  whole  nation  most  see,  and  the  English 
too  will  probably  see,  the  imposribility  of  supporting 
thw  Islands  with  wheat  and  flour,  and  even  the  necessi- 
ty of  importing  considerable  quantities  of  these  articles, 
as  well  as  rice,  from  the  United  States  into  Europe.  It 
is  generally  agreed  that  the  crops  of  grass  will  be  so  di*- 
nunished,  that  even  if  the  wheat  should  not  fail,  they 
shall  be  obliged  to  apply  so  much  of  the  latter  to  the 
subsistence  of  their  cattle,  that  they  must  impoit  from 
us.  I  wish  you  a  plendfiil  season  and  industrious  hus- 
bandmen, that  you  may  be  able  to  support  the  wants  of 
all  Europe,  as  well  as  your  own. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  &;c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Atiteuil,  nemr  Paris,  May  8,  1785. 

Sir, 
In  executing  the  instructions  of  Congress  of  the  seventh 
of  March  last,  as  well  as  all  former  orders,  which  con- 
cern the  court  of  Great  Britain,  the  Ministry  will  no 
doubt,  find  my  commission  and  letter  of  credence  suffi- 
cient authority.  But  you  will  see  by  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Dorset,  which  your  Ministers  have  sometime 
since  transmitted,  that  the  British  cabinet  have  conceived 
doubts,  whether  Congress  have  power  to  treat  of  com- 
mercial matters,  and  whether  our  States  should  not  sepa- 
rately grant  their  full  powers  to  a  Minister.  I  think  it 
may  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the  States  will  never  think 
of  sending  separate  Ambassadors,  or  of  authorizing  di- 
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recUy  those  aj^inted  by  Ckmgress.  The  idea  of  thir- 
teen plenipotentiaries  meeting  together  in  a  congress  at 
every  court  in  Europe,  each  with  a  full  power  and  dis- 
tinot  instructions  from  his  State,  presents  to  view  such  a 
picture  of  confusion,  altercation,  expense  and  endless 
deiay,  as  must  convince  every  man  of  its  impracticability. 
Neither  is  there  less  absurdity  in  supposing,  that  all  the 
States  should  unite  in  the  separate  election  of  the  same 
man,  since  there  is  not,  never  was,  and  never  will  be,  a 
citizen,  whom  each  State  would  separately  prefer,  for  con- 
ducting the  negotiation.  It  is  equally  inconceivable  that 
each  State  should  separately  send  a  full  power  and  sepa- 
rate instructions  to  the  Ministers  appointed  by  Congress. 
What  an  heterogenous  mass  of  papers,  full  of  different 
objections,  various  views,  and  inconsistent  and  contra- 
dictory orders  must  such  a  man  pull  out  of  his  porte 
fouUUy  from  time  to  time,  to  regulate  his  judgment  and 
his  conduct!  He  must  be  accountable  too,  to  thirteen  dif- 
ferent tribunak  for  his  conduct :  a  situation  in  which  no 
man  would  civer  consent  to  stand,  if  it  is  possible,  which 
(  do  not  believe,  that  any  State  should  ever  wish  for  such 
a  system.  I  suppose,  too,  that  the  confederation  has  al- 
ready settled  all  these  points,  and  that  Congress  alone 
have  authority  to  treat  with  foreign  powers,  and  to  ap- 
point Ambassadors  and  foreign  Minbters,  and  that  the 
States  have  separately  no  power  to  do  either.  Yet  it  is 
plain  from  the  Duke  of  Dorset's  letter,  that  the  British 
cabinet  have  conceived  a  different  opinion.  This  is  to  be 
accounted  for  only  by  conjecturing  that  they  have  put  an 
erroneous  construction  on  the  Kmiiation,  restriction^  or  ex- 
ceptior%  in  the  article  of  our  confederation,  which  gives  to 
Congress   the  power  of  appointing   Ambassadors  and 
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making  treaties.  This  limitation  is  coafined  to  treaties 
of  commerce,  all  others  Congress  have  full  power  to 
make.  From  this  limitation  however,  will  probably  arise 
a  great  deal  of  difficulty  and  delay  to  me.  If  the  British 
Minbtry  wish  and  seek  for  delays,  this  will  be  their  pre- 
text.  But  even  if  they  should  wish  for  despatch,  which 
b  not  likely,  they  may  have  propositions  to  make  which 
will  fall  within  the  Umitation,  and  in  such  case,  it  will  not 
be  in  my  power  to  agree  with  them. 

I  can  only  transmit  the  proposition  to  Congress,  who 
will  perhaps  transmit  them  to  the  States,  and  no  man  can 
foresee  when  the  answers  will  be  received,  so  that  the 
business  can  be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  It  is  a  long 
time  that  Congress  have  appeared  to  be  aware  of  these 
obstructions,  in  the  way  of  our  prosperity;  but  it  does  not 
yet  appear  that  the  States  have  been  sufficiently  attentive 
to  them  to  remove  them.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
Congress  will  ever  frame  any  treaty  of  commerce,  with 
any  foreign  power,  wliich  shall  be  unequal  and  partial 
among  the  States,  or  oppressive  upon  any  one  of  them ; 
and  it  b  very  clear,  from  the  situation  and  circumstances 
of  the  country,  that  no  such  treaty  can  ever  be  carried 
into  execution,  or  last  long.  If  the  States  should  be  un- 
willing to  confer  upon  Congress  a  power  to  make  treaties 
of  conmierce  unlimited  in  point  of  time,  it  should  seem 
that  time  alone  might  be  a  sufficient  restriction,  or  the 
limitation  might  be  to  a  particular  nation,  as  the  English 
for  example,  for  a  certain  time,  although  it  must  be  al- 
ways remembered,  that  we  cannot  favor  the  English  with 
any  thing  which  will  not  become  common  to  other  na- 
tions— ^the  French,  the  Dutch  and  Swedes,  at  least. 

It  is  very  possible  that  the  Cabinet  of  St.  James  may 
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decline  even  entering  into  any  conferences  at  all,  upon 
the  SGubject  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  until  the  powers  of 
Congress  are  enlarged.  If  they  should,  the  people  of 
America  cannot  be  too  soon  informed  of  it,  and  turn  the 
deliberations  in  their  assemblies  to  this  object. 

In  this  case,  the  only  present  hope  of  your  Minister 
will  be,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  to  convince  the  Brit* 
isfa  Ministry  of  the  necessary  tendency  of  their  restric- 
tions on  our  trade,  to  incapacitate  our  merchants  in  a  cer- 
tain degree  to  make  remittances  to  theirs,  to  urge  the  sur- 
render of.  the  posts,  the  restitution  of  the  negroes,  the 
explanation  respecting  debts,  and  those  other  matters 
pointed  out  in  his  instructions,  in  which  the  right,  and 
power  and  equity  are  too  clear  to  leave  any  plausible 
pretences  for  delay,  and  to  transmit,  by  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunities, to  Congress,  full  and  true  accounts  of  his  pro- 
ceedings. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  Congress  recommended 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  to  vest  them,  for  fifteen 
years,  with  the  power  to  prohibit  any  merchandizes  from 
being  imported  or  exported  in  vessels  belonging  to,  or 
navigated  by,  the  subjects  of  any  power  with  whom  we 
shall  have  no  treaty  of  commerce;  and  to  prc^bit  the 
subjects  of  any  foreign  state,  unless  authorized  by  treaty, 
from  importing  into  the  United  States  any  merchandizes, 
which  are  not  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  domin- 
ions of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  are,— provided 
that  the  assent  of  nine  States  be  necessary. 

To  suppose  that  the  British  Cabinet  intended  by  the 
doubts  of  our  powers,  expressed  in  the  Duke  of  Dorset's 
letter,  to  assist  Congress  in  obtaining  from  the  Legisla- 
tures, a  compliance  with  those  recommendations,  would 
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be  more  charitable  than  their  conduct  in  any  other  in- 
stance would  jusdfy.  I  rather  think  it  was  a  mere  excuse 
for  delay,  but  it  ought  to  operate  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  States  and  their  assemblies,  a^  a  powerful 
incentive  to  compliance;  but  it  may  be  still  a  question 
whether  a  compliance  of  all  the  States,  will  still  satisfy 
the  Bridsh  cabinet,  and  they  may  require  an  express  vote 
of  unlimited  authority  to  Congress,  for  a  certain  time  at 
least,  fix>m  each  State,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  conunerce 
with  them. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  with  certainty,  how 
many  and  which  of  the  States  have  agreed  to  those  re- 
•  commendadons  of  Congress.  It  will  now  be  necessary 
for  me  to  be  very  attend ve  to  this,  and  to  request  of  you. 
Sir,  the  earliest  and  most  minute  intelligence  of  every 
proceeding  of  Congress  and  the  States  reladve  to  it. 

The  last  year  must  have  been  a  prosperous  period  in 
the  United  States:  the  high  prices  of  their  produce,  and 
the  low  prices  of  foreign  merchandizes,  are  a  demonstra- 
tion of  it.  Yet  our  shipping,  our  seamen,  our  carrying 
trade,  have  been  discouraged.  Present  ease  and  even 
wealth  should  not  b^  our  only  object. 

We  ought  to  attend  to  consideradons  of  strength  and 
defence.  Our  situadon  is  difierent  from  some  of  the 
powers  of  Europe,  who  have  neglected  their  own  de 
fence.  Switzerland  is  situaed  so,  tbat  if  she  should 
be  atacked  one  neighbor,  she  would  infalliby  be 
defended  by  two  others.  If  attacked  by  Sardmia, 
she  would  be  defended  by  France  and  the  Emperor; 
if  by  the  Emperor,  France  and  Sardinia  would  sup- 
port her;  and  if  by  France,  the  Emperor  and  Sardi- 
nia would  unite  to  protect  her.     This  is  so  fully  known 
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Other  and  all  her  neighbors,  that  she  fears  nothing,  and 
is  at  no  expense.  Holland  attacked  by  France^  found 
a  friend  in  England ;  when  attacked  by  England,  France 
supported  her ;  when  the  Emperor  threatened  her,  she 
found  a  friend  in  France  too,  and  she  will  forever  be  sure, 
that  neither  of  these  three  great  powers  can  ever 
suffer  her  to  fall  a  prey  to  any  of  the  others.  She  has 
relied  so  much  upon  this,  as  to  neglect  her  defence,  to 
her  great  regret  at  present.  But  what  are  Switzerland 
and  Holland,  small  powers  limited  by  nature,  so  that  they 
never  can  be  great,  to  the  United  States  of  America,  des- 
tined beyond  a  doubt  to  be  the  greatest  power  on  earth, 
and  that  withm  the  life  of  man.  This  is  so  well  known, 
that  instead  of  bemg  overlooked  among  the  powers,  like 
Holland  and  Switzerland,  we  shall  be  more  an  object  of 
jealousy  than  any  other  upon  earth.  All  the  powers 
know  that  it  is  impossible  for  any,  the  proudest  of  them, 
to  conquer  us;  and  therefore,  if  we  should  be  attacked  by 
any  one,  the  others  will  not  be  fond  of  undertaking  our 
defence;  knowing  we  can  defend  ourselves,  they  will 
leave  us  to  do  it,  and  if  they  assist  us  at  all  it  will  not  be 
until  we  have  done  the  work,  and  then  it  will  be  feebly, 
and  only  with  a  view  of  deriving  more  benefit  and  repu- 
tation from  it  than  they  do  us  good.  They  will  be  pleased 
to  see  us  weakened  and  our  growth  a  little  retarded.  It 
behooves  the  United  States  then  to  knit  themselves  to- 
gether in  the  band  of  affection  and  mutual  confidence, 
search  tlieir  own  resources  to  the  bottom,  form  their  fo- 
reign commerce  into  a  system,  and  encourage  their  own 
navigation  and  seamen,  and  to  these  ends  their  carrying 
trade;  and  I  am  much  afi*aid  we  shall  never  be  able  to  do 
this,  unless  Congress  are  vested  with  full  power,  under 
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the  limitations  prescribed  of  fifteen  years,  and  the  con- 
currence of  nine  States,  of  forming  treaties  of  commerce 
with  foreign  powers. 

With  great  esteem,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM    JOHN    ADAMS    TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Auteuil,  new  Paris,  May  13,  1785. 

Sir, 

We  meet,  as  you  know  very  well,  so  often  with  foreign 
Ministers  at  Court  and  other  places,  and  have  so  many 
transient  conversations,  upon  subjects  in  which  America 
is  more  or  less  concerned,  that  I  scarcely  know  when  it  is 
worth  while  to  transmit  them  to  you,  and  when  it  is  not. 
There  is  danger  on  one  hand,  of  degenerating  into  mmute- 
ness,  and  on  the  other,  of  omitting  something  which  may 
be  of  consequence. 

The  Duke  of  Dorset  has  been,  in  general,  very  civil 
to  Doctor  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  me,  and  I  believe 
I  may  say  with  exact  truth,  that  he  has  shown  us  as  much 
respect  and  attention,  as  he  has  to  the  Ministers  of  any 
power  whatever  ;  but  since  the  English  papers,  from  the 
gazettes  of  New  York,  have  published  my  appointment  to 
his  Court,  he  has  been  more  assiduous,  if  I  may  use  that 
expression,  than  ever. 

He  congratulated  me,  at  last  Court,  very  politely,  on 
my  appointment,  and  said  if  he  could  be  of  any  service 
to  me  in  public  or  private,  by  writing  to  Mr.  Pitt  or  Lord 
Carmarthen,  or  to  any  of  his  private  firiends,  it  would  give 
him  pleasure  to  do  it.     I  thanked  his  Grace,  in  general 
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tannS;  and  aaid  it  was  very  possible  he  might  be  of  ser- 
vice to  me,  and  to  his  own  coutitry  too,  as  well  as  mine, 
if  his  Grace  and  his  humble  servant  thought  alike  upon 
certain  pdnts.    He  thought  then,  as  well  as  I,  that  it  was 
proper  we  should  compare  notes;   and  said  he  would 
cqme  out  to  Auteuil  and  see  me,  on  Saturday  at  twelve. 
Accordingly  he  came,  and  repeating  his  professions  of 
good  will,  and  his  oflfers  of  service,  I  told  his  Lordship  I 
did  not  mean  to  give  him  the  trouble  of  any  official  re- 
presentations, but  as  he  was  willing  to  enter  into  private 
conversation  with  me  upon  affiiirs,  I  might  ask  what  could 
be  the  reason  why  the  posts  upon  our  frontiers  were  not 
evacuated.     He  said  he  could  not  tell.     I  added,  there 
had  undoubtedly  been  full  time,  and  it  could  not  but  be 
cwsidered  as  inconsistent  with  the  treaty ;  that  he  might 
well  ima^ne  it  must  be  a  tender  pdnt  with  us,  and  that 
jealousies  and  apprehensions  would  be  very  justly  kept 
alive,  among  all  our  people,  until  the  treaty  was  fulfilled 
in  this  particular.     He  seemed  wholly  at  a  loss  upon  this 
subject,  and  did  not  incline  to  compromise  himself,  by 
hazarding  any  opinion. 

I  then  mentioned  the  debts,  and  said  it  was  certainly 
for  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  sides  that  we  should 
come  to  an  explanation  upon  that  article.  That  to  let 
loose  the  law,  and  perhaps  the  inflamed  passions  of  some 
creditors,  upon  the  debtors  and  their  estates,  might  ruin 
the  latter  without  paying  the  former.  That  if  execution 
was  served  upon  the  person  of  a  debtor  for  want  of 
estate,  by  the  ancient  as  well  as  modem  laws,  he  might, 
in  a  stated  period,  obtain  his  liberty,  upon  bis  oath,  and 
the  debt  would  be  lost.  If  execution  should  be  levied 
upon  estate,  it  must  be  sdd  at  vendue,  and  in  the  presen 
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scarcity  of  money,  would  not  be  sold  for  half  its  value, 
so  that  the  oreditCM*  might  lose  as  weU  as  the  debtor. 
That  it  would  surely  be  better  for  both  countries,  as  well 
as  for  creditor  and  debtor,  that  the  latter  should  be  allow- 
ed time  to  turn  himself,  and  make  the  most  of  his  prq[>er- 
ty.  The  Duke  replied,  that  if  the  matter  should  be  re- 
presented in  this  light,  and  made  appear  to  be  so,  per- 
haps the  Ministry  and  the  creditors  might  be  satisfied ; 
but,  be  added,  interest  should  be  paid*  I  answered,  that 
the  question  concerning  interest  would  not  be  changed  at 
all  by  a  delay ;  it  would  be  die  same,  whether  the  principal 
were  paid  now  or  sometime  hence.  But  I  found  his 
Lordship  here  agam  unwilling  to  hazard  any  opinion  of 
his  own. 

I  then  mentioned  the  negroes,  and  asked  why  the 
treaty  was  so  little  attended  to  in  this  article  ?  He  asked 
whether  any  considerable  number  had  been  carried  off? 
I  answered,  a  weTy  great  number,  and  not  only  against 
the  treaty,  but  confessedly  so,  for  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
had  at  the  time  of  his  carrying  them  away,  acknowledged 
it  to  be  against  the  treaty;  but  alleged  that  their  treaties 
with  the  negroes  obliged  them  to  do  it,  and  therefore 
they  must  pay  for  them.  I  added,  that  this  made  it  still 
harder  upon  the  American  debtors,  and  mdeed,  made  it 
perfecdy  just  for  them  to  withhold  payment,  because 
that  the  property  of  many  of  them,  was  thus  wrong- 
folly  withheld  from  them ;  property,  by  which  they 
might  have  been  enabled  to  pay  at  least  much  of  their 
debts ;  but  I  found  that  either  his  Grace  had  not  thought 
much  upon  these  subjects,  or  that  his  prudence  restrain- 
ed him  from  speaking  freely,  and  he  chose  to  waive  par- 
ticulars, by  repeating  ofiers  of  his  servk^e.    I  replied,  that 
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I  did  not  think  it  wis  proper  fer  me  to  desire  his  Grace 
to  make  any  official  representationSy  because  my  fiiBt 
address  of  that  kind  shouki  be  made  to  Lord  Carmarthen; 
but  ibat  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  high  rank  were 
often  here  and  m  company  with  his  Grace,  and  as  eon- 
venation  turned  often  upcm  American  affiiirs,  it  might  be 
in  his  Gtace's  power  to  rectify  many  mistakes  rdati?e  to 
these  subjects.  It  would  be  still  more  in  his  power  hf 
)m  private  correspondences.  I  could  not,  however,  ob- 
tain any  specific  promises,  but  he  concluded  by  more 
general  assurances,  that  he  sincerely  wished  that  all 
^lestions  might  be  settled  to  mutual  satisfacticm,  and  en- 
tire harmony  and  afi^don  restored,  be.  &c. 

A  few  days  after,  the  Duke  came  out  a  second  time 
to  see  me  at  Auteuil,  and  brought  me  some  letters  to  the 
custom  house  at  Dover,  which  he  believed  would  save 
me  any  troublesome  visits  of  those  gentry,  and  said  he 
had  written  to  Mr.  Pitt,  to  desire  him  to  send  an  order  to 
the  custom  house,  which  would  certainly  answer  the 
end. 

He  then  told  me,  I  must  be  in  London  time  enough  to 
pay  my  respects  to  the  King,  on  the  4th  of  June,  his 
birth  day ;  that  to  that  end  I  must  carry  over  fit)m  hence 
a  fine  new  coat,  ready  made,  for  that  it  was  a  rule  of 
etiqi^tte  there  for  every  body  to  have  new  clothes  upon 
that  day,  who  went  to  court,  and  very  rich  ones,  and 
that  my  family  must  be  introduced  to  the  Queen ;  I  told 
him  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that,  but  that  I  hoped  it  was  not 
indispensable,  for  that  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  the 
families  of  Ambassadors  only  were  required  to  be  pre- 
sented, and  Ministers  Plenipotentiaries  and  Envoys  had 
their  option;  my  fiunily  had  chosen  to  avoid  it  here,  for 
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many  reasons.  He  said  it  was  true,  that  here,  the 
etiquette  required  oidy  the  presentation  of  Ambassa- 
dresses; but  in  England  it  was  otherwise,  and  the  ladies 
and  daughters  of  all  the  Ministers  must  be  presented  to 
the  Queen. 

I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  not  think  this  an  immaterial  or  a 
.trifling  conversation,  when  you  consder,  that  the  single 
^circumstance  of  presenting  a  family  to  Court,  will  make 
a  diffisrence  of  several  hundred  pounds  sterling  in  my 
inevitable  annual  expenses.  This  is  not  the  first  serious 
lecture  that  I  have  had  upon  the  subjects  of  etiquette, 
and  even  dress.  I  have  formerly  related  to  you  in  con- 
versation, another  much  more  grave,  which  I  had  five 
years  ago  from  the  Count  De  Vergennes.  I  believe  I 
have  also  repeated  to  you  similar  exhortations  made  to 
me,  even  by  the  best  patriots  m  Holland.  There  is  a 
certain  appearance  in  proportion  to  rank,  which  all  the 
Courts  of  Europe  make  a  serious  pomt  of  exacting  from 
every  body,  who  is  presented  to  them. 

I  need  not  say  to  you.  Sir,  because  you  know  it  per- 
fecUy,  that  American  Ministers  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  make  this  appearance  at  any  Court ;  they  are  now, 
less  able  to  do  it  than  ever.  I  lament  thb  necessity  of 
consuming  the  labor  of  my  fellow  citizens  upon  such 
objects  as  much  as  any  man  living,  but  I  am  sure  that  the 
debasing  your  Ministers  so  much  below  their  rank,  will 
one  day  have  consequences  of  much  more  importance 
to  the  husbandman,  artisan  and  evenlaborer. 

With  the  most  cordial  esteem,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

OF 

JOHN  ADAMS,   BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  AND 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

JOINT  COMinSSlONEKS,  AND  MINISTERS  PLENIPOTENTURY 

FOK  TBI 

FORMATION  OF  TREATIES  OF  AMITT  AND  COMMERCE  WITH 

FOREIGN  POWERS. 


On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1784,  Congress  issued  a  joint 
comihission  to  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
Thomas  Jefierson,  granting  to  them,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  plenary  power,  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  supple* 
mentary  treaty  with  Sweden,  for  the  purpose  of  perfect- 
ing the  commercial  intercourse  aLready  entered  into  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 

A  jomt  commission  had  been  issued  to  John  Adams, 
Benjamm  Franklin  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  on  the  12th 
day  of  May,  1784,  empowering  said  Commissioners,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  to  treat  with  Russia,  respectmg  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce. 

Commissions  of  the  same  tenor  and  date,  were  issued 
for  treating  with  the  Courts  hereafter  specified,  except 
that  the  expressions  thereunto  severally  annexed,  were 
substituted  ibr  those  marked  in  the  preceding  commission. 

Gemumy.— His  Imperial  Majesty. 

Prusiia. — ^His  Prus^an  Majesty. 

Denmark. — His  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark. 

Saxony. — ^The  citizens  of 'the  :  United  States,  and  the 
subjects  of  the  most  serene  Elector  <^  Saxony. 
Vol.  II.— 25 


\ 


194        J*  ADAMS,  B.  FRANKLIN,  T.  JEFFERSON. 

Hamburg. — ^The  citizens  of  the    United  States  of 
America  and  the  Imperial  city  of  Hamburg. 

England, — His  Britannic  Majesty. 

iS^ain. — His  Catholic  Mbjesty. 

Portugal. — ^Their  most  Faithful,  Majesties. 

Naples, — ^His  Majesty  the  Kitig  of  the  two  Sicilies. 

Sardinia. — His  Sardinian  Majesty. 

The  Pope. — ^The  United  States  of  America  and  the 
dominions  of  his  Holiness  the  Pope. 

Vefiice. — ^The  United  States  of  America  and  the  most 
serene  Republic  of  Venice. 

Oenoa. — ^The  United  States  of  America  and  the  most 
serene  Republic  of  Genok. 

7Webiiy;-^The  citiz^  of  ^e  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  the  subjects  and  people  of  the  roost  serbne  Grand 
Dd^e  of  Tuscany. 

T%e  Por^c— The  Sublime  Porte. 

Morocdo. — ^The  high,  glorious,  mighty  and  most  noble 
Prince,  King  and  Emperor  of  the  kingdom  of  Fez,  Mo- 
rocco, Taffilete,  Sus,  and  the  idiole  Algasbe  and  the  ter- 
ritories thereof;  a  tiedty  of  aihlty,  or  of  amity  aiid  coni- 
mevce* 

Algiers.-^The  citizeii^  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  subjects  of  the  Dey  and  Govemment  of  Algiers— 
a  treaty  of  amity,  or  of  >amity  and  commerce. 

.  TripoK; — ^The  citizens  oT  the  United  States  of  Ame 
rica  and  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Tripdi ;    the  most 
illustrious  Latds  and  Governors  bf  the  City  and  Kingdom 
of  Tripoli ;  a  treaty  of  amit^^  or  of  amity  and  commerce. 

7\mu. — ^The  citizens  of  the  United  Stat^  of  America 
and  the  peopU  of  the  state  and  kingdom  of  Tunis,  the 
regency  or  Government  of  Tunis ;  a  treaty  of  amity,  or 
of  amity  and 
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Appoiottnent  of  Secretary  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  May  IS,  17S4. 

Congress  proceeded  to  tb^  election  of  a  Secretary  to 
ibe  Commisaon  for  negptiatipg  treaties  of  comiperce  with 
fiMieign  powers,  and  tbe  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  £favid 
Hiunpbreys  was  elected. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON, 

Secretary. 

May  7,  1784. — Jlesolutions  were  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, instrucdiig  their  Commissioners  in  Europe  with  re- 
gard to  the  formation  d*  treaties. — [See  Vol.  i.  ji.  111. 

On  the  lltb  May,  1784,  fiirther  instructions  were 
issued  by  Congress,  in  the  shape  of  resolutions ;  having 
reference  to  instructions  of  a  former  date.  May  30, 1783, 
"  the  objects  of  which  they  are  directed  to  urge  with 
perseverance." — [See  VoL  l^p.  117. 

June  3,  1784. — Instructions  relative  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi. 


A&mtej  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Ministers  Plenipo- 
fetUiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  form- 
ing treiUies  of  Amity  and  Comtnerce,  ivith  foreign 
pwersn 

Pany»  August  30,  1784. 

Present,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson, 
MinisteifK— p.  Humphreys,  Secretary. 

After  having  read  tlie  instructions,  paragrapli  by  para- 
graph, nc^d  their  contents,  and  agreed  to  meet  every 
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day  at  this  place  until  the  objects  of  the  commissions 
should  be  properly  arranged,  and  put  as  far  as  may  be, 
into  the  best  train  of  execution, 

Rtiohedy  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Minbters 
Plenipotentiary,  that  Captain  John  Paul  Jones  (who  is 
authorized  by  Congress  to  receive  all  the  prize  moneys 
which  may  be  due  in  Europe)  should  apply  to  the  Court 
of  Denmark,  for  the  recovery  of  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  the  prizes  which  were  captured  by  the  Alliance 
frigate,  carried  into  Bergen,  and  delivered  by  the  orders 
of  that  Court  to  the  British,  that  it  would  be  well  for 
him  to  obtain  the  patronage  of  the  Court  of  Versailles 
in  this  applicadon,  if  practicable ;  and  that  he  be  in- 
formed he  may  expect  to  receive  any  assistance  which 
the  Plenipotentiaries  may  be  able  to  afford,  in  case  he 
should  have  occasion  for  it. 


Passy,  August  31,  1784. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  to 
announce  officially  to  the  Court  of  Versailles  the  object 
of  their  mission,  as  early  as  possible ;  they  also  gave 
information  to  Mr.  David  Hartley,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  his  Britannic  Majesty,  that  they  had  received 
a  commission  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com 
merce,  with  the  Court  of  Liondon,  and  desired  that  he 
would  announce  to  his  Court,  that  they  were  ready  to 
proceed  on  the  negotiation ;  whereupon,  Mr.  Hartley 
informed  them  verbally,  that  he  did  not  doubt  his  Court 
would  at  all  times  be  ready  to  concur  in  forming  such  a 
system  as  might  fully  answer  every  purpose  of  coramer- 
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cial,  as  well  as  political  advantage  to  the  two  countries, 
and  fix  and  establish  a  permanent  and  beneficial  inter- 
courae  between  them. 


Passy,  September  1,  1784. 

The  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  having  ireceived  a  letter 
fix)m  the  Secretary  of  Congress  on  the  16th  of  July, 
covering  a  resolution  of  the  committee  of  the  States, 
bearing  date  July  10th,  1784,  referring  copies  of  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  the  brig  L'Aimable  Elizabeth,  a  French 
vessel,  that  was  deserted  by  her  crew  at  sea  and  taken  up 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  5th  April, 

r 

1783,  to  the  Ministers  for  negotiating  treaties  of  com- 
merce with  foreign  powers,  and  instructing  them  that  they 
should  require  of  the  British  Court,  that  the  full  value  of 
the  said  brig  and  her  cargo  be  restored  for  the  benefit  of 
Robert  Sewel,  by  whose  order  she  was  taken  up  at  sea, 
ordered  that  the  Secretary  of  Legation  write  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Barclay,  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  at 
L'Orient  requesting  that  he  would  inform  them  of  all  the 
facts  respecting  the  said  brig  L'Aimable  Elizabeth  which 
can  be  obtained. 

It  was  agreed  to  request  the  Baron  de  Walterstorffto 
meet  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  Passy,  m  order  to  confer 
respecting  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  negotiating  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  Court  of  Denmark. 


,  * 
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Passy,  September  4, 1784. 

The  American  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  gave  infor- 
mation to  the  Baron  de  Walterstorff,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  that  they 
had  received  a  commission  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  Court  of  Denmark,  and  de- 
sired that  he  would  announce  to  Iiis  Court,  that  they  were 
ready  to  proceed  on  the  negotiation. 


The  object  of  the  commission,  with  respect  to  the 
completion  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Prussia,  was  communicated  in  the  subsequent  letter 
to  the  Baron  De  Thulemeier,  Envoy  Elxtraordinary  from 
his  Prussian  Majesty,  at  the  Hague,  viz  : 

Passy,  near  Paris,  September  9,  1784. 

Sir, 
The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled}  judging  that  an  intercourse  between  the  subjects  of 
his  Prussian  Majesty  and  the  citizens  of  the  said  States, 
founded  on  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
finendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  nations, 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  last,  issued  their  commission 
under  the  seal  of  the  said  States,  to  the  subscribers,  as 
their  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  giving  to  them,  or  the 
majority  of  them,  full  power  and  authority  for  them,  the 
sud  States,  and  in  their  name  to  confer,  treat  and  nego- 
tiate with  the  Amba^ador,  Minister  or  Commissioner  of 
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his  saifl  Prasiian  Majesty,  vested  with  fidl  and  stifBcietit 
p6#6ts  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  cbtti- 
melte,  to  make  and  receive  proportions  for  suoh  treaty, 
and  lb  conclude  and  sign  the  same,  transmitting  it  to  the 
said  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  their  final 
raCiSoation. 

We  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  Ek^isUency^ 
that  we  have  received  this  cdmiiiission  in  due  foMn,  and 
that  we  are  here  ready  to  enter  on  the  negdtiation,  and 
to  reconsider  and  complete  ttie  plan  ot  a  treaty  which 
has  already  been  ti^ansmitted  by  yoor  ISxcellency  to 
your  Court,  whenever  a  full  power  from  his  Prussian 
Majesty  shall  appear  for  that  purpose. 

We  have  farther  the  hondr  to  request  of  your  Excel- 
lency, that  you  would  transmit  this  mformation  to  your 
Court,  and  to  be  with  great  respect, 

Your  flxcellency's,  &c. 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.  A  similar  letter  was  addressed  at  the  same 
time  to  bis  Excellency  the  Count  De  Souza  de  Coutin- 
tiD,  Ambassador  from  their  most  iaithiiil  Majesties  at 
the  Court  of  Versailles. 


.nU)M   M.  SPINOLA   TO  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  September  9,  1784. 
'    Sir, 
The  most  Serene  Government  of  Genoa,  being  desi- 
rous to  favor,  as  much  as  possible,  the  commerce  of  his 
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subjects  with  the  provinces  and  ports  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  which  you  have  the  honor  to 
repiesenti  has  taken- the  determination  to  send,  to  Bos- 
ton, a  consul  or  agent,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  and 
forwarding  the  interest  of  the  Genoese  in  the  United 
States ;  but  this  Government,  bemg  anxious  to  observe 
the  regard  which  princes  owe  to  each  other,  has  ordered 
me  to  inquire  of  you,  in  the  first  place,  if  this  determi- 
nation will  be  agreeable  to  the  United  States. 

I  am  much  flattered.  Sir,  that  this  commission  will 
furnish  me  with  the  opportunity  of  corresponding  with 
you  on  a  subject,  which  must  be  very  advantageous  to 
the  two  nations  we  have  the  honor  of  serving. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

SPINOLA. 


FROM  B.  FRANKLIN  TO  M.  SPINOLA. 

Paasy,  September  13,   1784. 

Sir, 
I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing 
to  me  the  9th  inst.  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  Con- 
sul to  reside  at  Boston,  on  the  part  of  your  State, 
to  protect  the  interests  of  your  commerce  and  people  in 
America.  On  consideration  I  thought  it  right  to  com- 
municate the  same  to  my  colleagues  now  here,  Mr. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  they  being  with  me  commis- 
sioned to  make  treaties  of  commerce  with  such  maritime 
nations,  as  may  be  desirous  of  trading  with  our  States. 
We  are  sensible  of  the  deUcacy  with  which  your  most  se- 
rene govemmoit  has  proceeded  in  the  propositicxi,  and  we 
are  persuaded  that  on  all  occasions,  equal  respect  will  be 


shewn  by  the  Congress.  But  being  of  opinion  that  pre- 
vious to  the  appointment  of  a  Consul,  some  Convention 
wiD  be  tiecesElary,  that  taaj  ascertain  his  pdweM,  pAvi- 
legesy  &c.  and  that  such  a  Ctmvention  will  most  hatmral^ 
lyidlcyw  a  treaty  of  amity  and  comnlerce.  We  take  this 
oGoasiini  to  inform  you  of  our  having  fiiU  powers  for  mak'^ 
log  subh  treaties,  and  that  we  aie  willhig  ahd  ready  t^ 
totdr  into  a  negotiation  for  that  purpose  with  the  most 
senoe  government  of  Genoa,  whenever  it  shall  be  to  then! 
agreeable^ 

The  copy  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you,  of 
some  late  resolutions  of  Congress,  will  show  the  utility 
and  necessity  of  such  a  treaty^  to  the  freedom  of  trade 
between  our  countries. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKUN. 


Versailles,  September  15, 1784. 

The  American  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  exhibited  of- 
ficially to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  Minister  and  Secre- 
tary of  State^  having  the  department  of  foreign  affiiirs, 
the  commisdon  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
Ued,  authorizti^  them  to  negotiate  and  cotidude  a  sup-* 
plementary  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  hid 
most  Christian  Majesty,  a  copy  whereof  was  left  with  the 
Count  I  who  informed  them  in  substance  as  follows,  ^^that 
be  should  always  be  ready  to  enter  on  negotiations,  and 
receive  propositions,  which  might  be  of  mutual  advaii*- 
tage,  and  tend  to  cement  the  union,  and  increase  the  bar^ 
mony,  whi<ih  prevailed  between  the  twei  nbtiont.  " 
Vol.  II. — ^26 
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Passy,  September  16»  1784. 

Mr.  Hartley,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  having  previously  requested  a  meeting 
with  the  American  Ministers,  now  gave  them  information 
that  he  had  received  orders  from  his  Court  to  return  to 
London,  and  that  he  was  authorized  to  assure  them  of 
*^  the  ready  and  friendly  disposition  of  the  Court  of 
London  to  receive  any  proposals  from  the  United 
States,  for  formmg  such  regulations  as  might  tend  to 
the  mutual  reciprocal  advantage  of  both  countries. '' 


On  the  22d  day  of  September  the  following  commu- 
mcation  was  made  to  his  Excellency  the  Count  de 
Aranda,  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary 
from  his  Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles,  viz : 

Pamy,  near  Paris,  September  22,  1784. 

Sir, 
The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
judging  that  an  intercourse  between  the  subjects  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty  and  the  citizens  of  the  said  States, 
founded  on  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
friendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  nations, 
on  the  12th  day  of  May  last,  issued  their  commission  un- 
der the  seal  of  the  said  States,  to  the  subscribers  as  their 
Ministers  Plenipotentary,  giving  to  them,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  full  power  and  authority  for  them,  the  said 
States  and  in  their  name,  to  confer,  treat  and  negotiate. 
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with  the  Ambassador,  Minbter  or  Commissioner,  of  hb 
said  Catholic  Majesty,  vested  with  full,  and  of  sufficient 
powers,  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, to  make  and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaty, 
and  to  conclude  and  sign  the  same,  transmitung  it  to  the 
said  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  their  final 
ratification. 

We  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  Bbccellency, 
that  we  have  received  this  commission  in  due  form,  and 
that  we  are  here  ready  to  enter  on  the  negotiation,  when- 
ever a  fiill  power  from  his  said  Catholic  Majesty  shall 
appear  for  that  purpose. 

We  have  further  the  honor  to  request  of  your  Excel- 
lency, that  you  would  transmit  this  information  to  your 
Court,  and  to  be,  with  great  respect,  fcc. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 

At  the  same  lime  letters  of  the  same  tenor,  changing 
only  the  style  of  the  several  Courts,  exactly  in  conformity 
to  the  expressions  made  use  of  in  the  original  commis- 
sions, were  written  to  his  Excellency  Prince  Bariatinski, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  her  Imperial  Majesty  of 
all  the  Russias,  at  the  Court  of  Versailles  ; 

Mr.  Riviere,  Charg6  d'Afiaires  firom  the  Elector  of 
Saxony,  at  the  Court  of  Versailles ; 

Mr.  De  Pio,  Charge  d'Afiaires  from  his  Sicilian  Ma- 
jesty, at  the  Court  of  Versailles ; 

His  Excellency  the  Count  de  Scamafis,  Ambassador 
of  the  King^of  Sardinia,  at  the  Court  of  Versailles  ; 

His  Excellency  Monseigneur  Prince  Dona  Phamphili, 


Nuncio  Ordinary  of  tb^  Pop^t  at  the  Court  of  V^- 


i 

W^  J^c^Uepcy  the  Cheva^er  Ddfino,  Ambassadcnr 
Q^pRi  1^9  Republic  of  Venioe,  at  the  Cour$  of  Versailles ; 

And  to  Mr^  Favi,  Charge  d'^ffiui^  from  the  Grand 
I>ut;e  of  Tuspany ,  whieb  letter,  from  a,  mistake  in  trans- 
cribing, was  not  dated  or  sent  until  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber. 


fm^M   THE    AMBASSAJDOR   OV   PORTUGAL   TO   THE    COM- 

BnSSIONERS* 

Translation. 

Paris,  September  27»  1784. 
The  Ambassador  of  Portugal  has  the  honor  to  inform 
Messrs.  Adam3,.  Franl^ip  and  Jefferson,  that  he  has  re- 
ceived their  letter,  and  that  he  immediately  transmitted 
it  to  bis  Court,  iGrpm  whence  he  awaits  an  answer,  in  or- 
der to  communicate  with  them,  upon  the  articles  relative 
to.  the  treaty  of  commerce. 


f^QH   M.    RIVIERE    TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,   September  27,  1784. 

Gmitlemen, 
I  have  received  the  lelter  with  wluch  you  honored  me 
the  23d  instant,  and  I  did  apt  fiul  to  transmit  it  to  my 
Court,  according  to  your  desire..    As  soon  as  I  receive 
an;  answer,  1  will  make  it  a  duty  to  submii  it  to  you. 
I  baye  the  honoi  to  be,  &c* 

RIVIKRE. 
Charg^  d'Afiaires  of  the  Court  of  Saxony. 


FROM  M.  DE  PIO  TO  TH£    COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  September  36,  1784. 

6eiitIeiDen> 
1  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  to  me  the  22nd  inat.  upon  the  subject  of  a  trea- 
ty of  amity  and  commerce,  which  the  United  States  of 
Aflasrica  would  wish  to  form  with  the  King  my  master, 
for  the  welfare  respectively  of  his  subjects  and  their  citi- 
zens. I  hastened,  gentlemen,  to  place  before  his  Sicilian 
Majesty  your  proposidoo,  and  will  communicate  to  you 
tlfHe  answer  as  soon  as  it  is  received  from  my  Court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

DE  PIO. 
Charge  d'Affitiresof  the  Court  of  Naples. 


FROM  M.  0£  SCARNAFIS    TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Puis,  October  26, 1784. 

Gentlemen, 
1  ba,ve  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  the  22nd  of  September,  wherein  you  inform  me, 
dmt  the  United  States  of  America  ii»  Congress  assembled 
Imiie!  giruuled  you  power,  to  form  a  trea^- of  ami^  and 
conmeroe  with  bis  Majesty  the  King  of  SaidiDia,  I  haive 
just  eomnmnicated  it  to  my  Court,  and  if  any  particular 
order  sbpuU  be  taken  on  the  subject,  I  will  not  fiul  ta 
infoon  you. 
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I  seize  this  occasion,  gentlemen,  with  true  eagerness  to 
assure  you  of  my  perfect  respect,  and  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c. 

DE  SCARNAFIS. 
Ambassador  of  Sardinia. 


FROM  THE  CHEVALIER  OELFINO  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 
Gentlemen, 
It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that  I  have  just  re- 
ceived the  letter,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
write.     I  will  not  fail,  gentlemen,  to  transmit  your  infor- 
mation to  the  Senate,  and  as  soon  as  I  receive  an  answer 
I  will  consider  it  a  duty  to  communicate  it  to  you. 
In  the  interim,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

LE  CHEV.  DELFINO. 
Ambassador  of  Venice. 


FROM  M.    FAVl  TO   THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  October  10,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  the  30th  ultimo,  wherein  you  have  done  me  the 
favor  to  announce  the  commission  and  full  power,  with 
which  you  have  been  clothed  by  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Ccmgress  assembled,  in  order  to  propose  and 
to  form  bonds  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  States  of 
Tuscany. 
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1  shall  esteem  it  a  duty  to  cofnmunicate  this  informa- 
tion to  my  Court,  conformably  to  your  desire,  not  doubt- 
ing that  it  will  be  equally  agreeable  with  the  proposition 
enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

FAVI. 
Charge  d'Afiaires  of  Tuscany. 


TROM  THE     COMMISSIONERS    TO   THE     BARON    STAEL    DE 

HOLSTEIN. 

PftBsy,  near  Paris,  October  2,  1784. 

Su-, 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
jud^g  that  it  might  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  and  perfecting  the  commercial  intercourse  so 
happily  begun  between  his  Swedish  Majesty  and  them, 
that  supplementary  treaties  be  formed,  in  addition  to  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  already  entered  into  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  on  the  third  day  of  June  last, 
constituted  the  subscribers  their  Ministers  Plenipoten- 
tiary, giving  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  fiill  power  for 
the  said  States,  and  in  their  name  to  confer,  treat  and 
negotiate  with  the  Ambassadors,  Minister  or  Commis- 
sioner of  his  said  Swedish  Majesty,  with  full  and  suffi- 
cient powers  of  and  concerning  such  supplementary, 
treaty  or  treaties,  to  make  and  receive  propositions  for 
such  treaty  or  treaties,  and  to  conclude  and  sign  the 
same,  transmitting  it  or  them  to  the  said  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  for  their  final  ratification. 

We  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency, 


timt  we  have  received  the  full  power  for  the  |»urposes 
abc^ve  mentioned,  and  are  here  ready  to  enter  on  the 
negodation  whenever  a  iiill  and  sufficient  power  from 
his  Swedish  Majesty  shall  appear,  and  to  request  your 
Excellency  to  lay  this  information  before  his  Majesty, 
that  such  order  may  be  taken,  as  to  bis  wisdom  shall 
seem  convenient. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON* 


FROM   BARON  STAEL    D£    HOLSTEIN    TO   THE    COMMIS- 

SIOlfERS. 

Translation. 

PariB,  October  5, 1784. 

Crentlemen, 
I  had  the  honor  to  reply  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  commission,  Mr.  Humphreys,  for  the 
formation  of  treaties  by  the  United  States  of  America, 
on  receiving  the  letter  which  the  Ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary have  done  me  the  honor  to  write,  that  I  would  not 
fail  to  place  it  before  his  Majesty  ;  but  I  was  desirous  of 
gaining  time  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  communicate  to 
his  Majesty  some  ideas  upon  the  amendments,  which  are 
to  be  proposed  on  the  part  to  the  United  States.  Sup- 
pdlsing,  gentlemen,  that  you  entertain  this  opinion,  I  will 
not  delay  to  mform  you  that  a  Swedish  courier  departs 
hMiCd,  in  a  couple  of  days,  by  whom  a  sure  opportunity 
is  offered  of  transmitting  papers  relative  to  this  affair. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

E.  M.  STAEL  DE  HOLSTEIN. 
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October  8,  1784. 

In  consequence  of  the  precedbg  letter,  the  subsequent 
verbal  mformation  was  remitted  to  his  Excellency  the 
Ambassador,  by  Mr.  d'Asp,  secretary  to  the  Swedish 
embassy,  viz : 

"  The  objects  of  the  supplementary  treaty  proposed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  his  Swedish 
Majesty,  are  in  substance  these  : 

1st.  To  bring  the  condition  of  the  subjects  and  citi- 
zens of  each  party  tirading  in  the  dominions  of  the 
other,  more  nearly  to  that  of  the  natives,  than  it  is  at 
present.  The  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew  presents 
itself  as  a  part  of  this  object,  which  the  United  States 
would  wish  to  have  laid  as  open  to  them,  as  they  will 
lay  their  countries  to  the  subjects  of  his  Swedish  Ma- 
jesty. 

Sd.  To  provide  by  stipulations,  while  the  two  na- 
tions are  in  terms  of  inendship  with  each  other,  that  if 
ever  a  war  should  unhappily  fall  out  between  them,  it 
shall  not  interrupt  commerce  or  agriculture,  and  that 
prisoners  of  war  shall  be  favorably  treated." 


FROM  THE  COUNT  OE  ARANDA  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  Septeml^er  27»  1784' 

Gentlemen, 
I  received  yours  of  the  22d,  the  day  before  yesterday^ 
by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Humphreys,  Secretary  of  Legation. 
I  am  there  informed  of  the  wish  of  the  United  States  of 
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America  to  establish,  with  the  Catholic  King,  a  corres- 
pondenpe  whibh  may  prove  convenient  to  both  powers, 
fiHinded  upon  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
fiiendship,  and  which  wil)  be  mutually  advantagCQus  to 
the  two  nations.  That  for  this  purpose  the  United 
Slates  have,  by  their  act  of  the  12th  May,  authori^d 
your  Excellencies,  in  due  form,  as  their  Ministers  jpiejni- 
potentiary,  to  confer,  to  treat,  and  to  conclude,  with  the 
Kmg  my  master,  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  to  I^ 
sent  for  ratification  to  the  said  States. 

Certainly  such  dispositions  in  the  United  States,  and 
such  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity^  and  friendship, 
will  be  very  pleasing  to  the  purity  of  his  Catholic  ]VIajes- 
ty^s  hefMt,  to' whom  I  will  transmit  your  communication 
as  I  received  it. 

^itb  the  same  end  in  view,  and  to  enable  his  Majesty 
.to  take  this  step,  allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  inquire  if  either 
or  any  of  you  will  repair  to  Madrid,  for  the  purpose  of 
qjf eoti'ating  and  concluding  this  treaty.  This  request  your 
EgLcellencies  will  not  consider  improper,  when  it  is  under- 
stood  that  the  customs  of  my  Court,  (the  most  recnilar 
ana  systematic  of  all  others.)  in  matters  between  its 
Crown  and  any  other  power,  is  to  negotiate  between 
themselves,  without  availing  themselves  of  a  third  place. 

It  is  difficult,  in  adjusting  a  peace  between  more  than 

two  powers,  or  between  i^ai[iy  pajiTV^^  ^P^P^^  ^^^f^^.^ 
to  be  conciliated.  A  point  of  re-ypion  is  then  indispen- 
sable, as  happened  at  the  last  peace ;  on  which  subject 
I  may  mention  to  your  Excellencies,  that  the  principal 
points  being  agreed  to,  the  incidental  ones  of  coipmerce, 
limits,  and  dtheir  afiairs  between  Spain  and  England,  were 
not  enabraced  in  my  power  of  treating  at  Paris':  but  were 


to  be  dise'ui^d'at  one  of  the  two  Courts,  or  at  boib/in 
coidtiraiity  vAth  the  g^/neral  rule,  whicb  bas  ordinairiiy  no 
eicJej^ttbh,  save  in'cai^  where  a  continuance  b  reqiured 
in  a'tliiM  pla(ie — ^it  being  tlie  place  of  be^nning. 

This l>6irig  the  finit  treaty' between  us,  and  there  being' 
biit  "two  parties,  I  haVe  deemed  it'  proper  at  the  dme  to 
d^^th^  observations 'to  your  {Excellencies^  with  a  view' 
at'ohbe'to  uifoilni'the  ^ahg  my  mister,  to  prevent  dehy^ 
by'^vtiighim  tiin^ly  iiifdrmation  in  the  be^nning. 

A^'s^n  as'yoiir  Excellencies  shall  have  acquainted 
nid' with  ybbr^  intentions  upon  this  point,  L  will  expedite 
thli'inaiter;  being  alWay^  desirous  that  fiiendship  and  a 
g^  'uhderstftnding  may  be  the  satisfactory  result  to  the 
twb'States. 

On  this  occasion  I  ofl^r  to  your  Excellencies,  my  per- 
sdAiA  de^iifes  to  serve  yoii.  May  God  preserve  you  many 
years.    I  am,  &;c. 

EL  CONDE  DE  ARANDA. 


FROM  Tflie  cblOtlSSldNicRS  TO  TH£    COUNT    DE    ARANDA. 

Passy,  ectober  28,  1784. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  to 
wrtt^'tis^'bn  thef  27th  day  of  September  last,  and  we'th'ank 
youYoVyourcaiein  transmittmg  to  your  Court,  the  in- 
formation of  our  appointment  to  treat  with  it. 

Y6u  d€»ired  to  be  informed,  if  one  or  more  of  us  can 
repalf  to  Madrid  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  and  con- 
chdtji^  the  ncigotiation,  because  that  is  the  system  of' 
yddr  CouHj  in  matters   between  its  brown  and  another 
pcvwe^^  to  trekt  in  dn6  of 'the  two  governments. 
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In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  we  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you,  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have 
thought  fit  to  propose  treaties  with  most  of  the  maritime 
powers  of  ELurope,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  those 
powers,  have  been  willing  that  their  Ministers  should  at- 
tend on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  We  have  already  com- 
municated to  many  Courts,  through  their  Ministers  at 
this,  our  residence  here,  in  order  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  such,  as  shall  judge  convenient  to  transmit  fiill  pow- 
ers to  treat  with  us.  So  that,  however  desirous  we  might 
be,  .of  showmg  our  respect  to  the  Court  of  Madrid  by 
repairing  thither,  it  will  be  difficult  for  us  to  leave  this 
place,  until  we  shall  have  finished  the  business  already 
begun  which  may  take  up  much  time.  We  therefore 
hope,  that  considering  the  peculiarity  of  the  circumstan- 
ces, the  Court  of  Madrid  may  find  it  convenient  to  make 
this  case  an  exception  to  their  general  rule. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


rnOM   THE    COMMISSIONE&S   TO   THE   DUKE    OF   DORSET. 

Paasy,  near  Paris,  October  28, 1784. 

My  Lord  Duke, 
The  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, judging  that  an  intercourse  between  the  subjects  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  citizens  of  the  said  States, 
founded  on  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
£nendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  nations. 
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on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  last,  issued  their  commissioD, 
under  the  seal  of  the  said  States,  to  the  suhscribeis,  as 
their  Ministers  Plenipotentiaries,  giving  them,  or  the 
majority  of  them,  iiill  power  and  authority  for  them,  the 
said  States,  and  in  their  name  to  confer,  treat  and  n^p>- 
tiale  with  the  Ambassador,  Minister  or  Commissioner  of 
his  said  Britannic  Majesty,  vested  with  full  powers,  of 
and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  to  make 
and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaty,  and  to  c<Hiclude 
and  sign  the  same,  transmitting  it  to  the  said  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  for  their  final  ratification. 
Of  the  receipt  of  these  powers,  and  of  our  being 
ready  to  enter  on  the  execution  of  them,  we  gave  infor- 
mation to  Mr.  fiartley,  who  had  been  appointed  on  the 
part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  treat  on  the  same  sub- 
jects, with  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States,  and  we 
received  through  him  assurances  from  his  Court  ^^  of 
^^  their  ready  and  friendly  disposition  to  receive  proposi- 
^^  tions  from  the  United  States,  for  the  forming  such  re- 
'^  gulations  as  might  tend  to  the  mutual  and  reciprocal 
**  advantage  of  both  countries,"  the  subsequent  return  of 
this  Minister  to  London  renders  it  proper  for  us  to  repeat 
to  your  Excellency  the  communications,  to  express  to 
you  the  sadsfaction  with  which  we  have  received  assur- 
ances of  the  firiendly  disposition  of  the  Court  of  London, 
and  to  inform  you  that  we  shall  be  ready  to  make  pro- 
posals on  our  part,  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  pleased  to 
advise  us  of  the  person  to  whom  they  would  choose  to 

have  them  addressed. 

* 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


i 
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PBOM  TUB    OOMMISSIONKBS    TO    TUX   DVKX  OW   S^OEtKT. 

Pti^r*  October  38,  1784. 

My  Loid  Duke, 

Whik  Mr.  Hlurtley  was  b«re  as  Minister  from'  the 
Geuitiof  Chreat  Britain,  we  had  the  honor  of  mentbmng' 
to  Mm,  that  we  were  instroeted  by.  the  Congress  to  treat' 
ottiseme  points  distinct  from  any  regulations  of  conameree. 
He  commonioated  this  te  his  Court  and  the  very  satis-' 
Actmy^answer  which  he  received,  and  made  to  us  of  its 
good' disposition  and  willingness  to  receive  and  consider' 
a»f  propositions^  thatnught  tend  to  promote  and  secure 
rgdod  MderstanAng  between  the  two  countries,  confirm ' 
us  intheopimon  that  those  we  have  to  make  willberead- 
ily taken- into  consideration;  for  that  putpose  we  now 
communicate  them  to  your  Excellency  as  follows : 

lA  the  preliminaries  of  peace  between  England  and 
t'nmee)  s^ed  on  the  20th  of  January,  1783,  and  ac- 
ceded t<^  the 'same  da^y  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
Stttes'y  the  ckuse- relative  ta'ca^mires  is*  in  theite  words, 
vis:  ^^iMvameauKet^ffeUquifptmirtnerUetreptisd^ 
ijBh'jMmwhe  ei'dofiiBlesfn^  Pbiptict  de 

JUUMejwrrn  compieir  d^puk  la  rdtijieation  des  prtsens 
artMei  prtKimnMfesj  seroMde  part  et  iPaiUre  restituJgt. 
Ijt-term6  iera  driMinoi^  ddp^'  La  Mancht  etles  men 
ia''N9fd'jusqvf'  auio  Iski  Camries  indusivett^tnt,  saH 
dekiB't  Ocearhy'  soit  dant  la  M€ditetrafiity  de  deux  num 
deptM  le9  dited-  Isles  Ckmaries  jugqu^  a  la  ligne  equir 
noctiah  ou  VEquatewr ;  et  enfin  de  cinq  m&U  ddta 
tau8  les  entires  endrcits  du  mende,  sans  aucune  exception 
ni  autre  deser^don  plus  particuliere  de  terns  et  de 
lieux,  "    On^thfoartiele  some  doubts  have  arisen,  and 


tbjB  fiiu)  4^i»on  of  ^ui^ry  cafituree  «od  '^vMioilS  of 
insurance  haye  bee^  suspended  till  ihq$e  doubts  ehoiiid 
be  obyjated.  This  may  ^  done,  we  think,  by  agreeing  to 
ip^ert  tl^  words  ju$gu'  a  la  latitude  Jkt  hte$  Camfru$j 
ipiiftjQad  of  j^gu'  aux  J$les  Canarie$ :  and  aifi9  the  wpida, 
dig^  la  latiti/ifle  det  ditet  fshs  Cimariei  ipstead  of  de^ 
]flfu  Ui  dite*  fsles  Ckmarie^y  it  b^i^g  apparent  from  the 
Q)u0fitipn  of  jtl^e  JVIediterranean  a^  in  the  same  stagp  with 
the  Canaries,  and  of  the  Equinoctial  line  as  the  nwt 
stage,  that  the  line  of  )atitud^  of  the  Ciuiaries  was  in- 
tended. ' 

Th^  foprt^  frtiole  of  the  definitive  treaty  declares  it 
to  be  agreed,  tb^t  tl^Q  creditors  on  either  side  shall  meet 
with  no  legal  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full 
value  in  sterling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretof(»re 
contracted. 

It  ia  undoubtodly  just  that  law  should  rather  aid  than 
imp^  tbo  eX9c^tio^  ef  bona  fide  contracts :  but  there 
aifi  90fm  WHisual  eircHusiatanoes  attendmg  the  EagisH 
4^^  HI,  Amoriqa>  contracted  prior  to  the  waf ,  that  laeBW. 
tp  B0#rit  erasidevaitiQnjL  and  w  sk^w  the  reoseasbleiiess 
am)  ii^tjr  of  eKpJ|iin»ag  aod  modifying  that  anicfe  hgi 
sQiiM^  ft^ifomofi  Wihiob  we  h«ie  to  propose,  that  mtfyi 
ra^  the  e^dlfoibo  of  9nt^  dc^ts  wore  pmotiod^fe, 
ai^  mie  a4^!imliig9ous  fee  feb»  cm6vm^  as  weB.  it 
d(9lrtqiPj  thw  4^  menboda  that:  aiQ  otberwise  likeljir  ta  be 

1^0;  haMe<  6iftlmr  to  pcopose  that  pcoviaion  ahoirid  he 
sp^Uy  n^ftde  for,  die>  satiaf^tion  of  the  mastem,  whoae^ 
n^gioi^  W^ii9  caijried  a^^y  with*  other  poopeily,  contmrji 
u^  th^.  qiipi^s9.  sMpulations  of  the  7<th  artiole  of  the; 
tii^ty^aff^  fiir^er),  we  propose  tbel  meeMires  be  taheii^ 
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far  liquidating  the  charges  of  prisoners  of  war  on  both 
ndes,  in  order  to  the  payment  of  the  balances. 

We  apprehend  that  a  iair,  equitable  and  friendly  dis- 
cussion and  adjustment  of  these  matters  may  contribute 
much,  to  a  future  good  understanding  and  amity  between 
the  two  countries.  With  that  view  we  have  stated  them, 
and  shall  hold  ourselves  ready  to  meet  and  confer  there- 
on, with  any  Minister  authorized  by  your  Court  for  the 
purpose. 

With  great  respect,  be. 

JOHN  ADAMS.* 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   D.    HUMPHREYS   TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Ptrb,  October  30,  1784. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  by  appomtment, 
waited  on  the  Duke  of  Dorset  and  delivered  to  him  two 
letters  fiom  the  American  Ministers,  dated  the  28th  inst.; 
whereupon,  the  British  Ambassador  desired  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys to  inform  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States, 
''  That  being  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  negotiations 
proposed  through  Mr.  Hartley  to  the  Court  of  London, 
be  could  say  nothing  on  that  subject,  except  that  he 
would  write  concerning  it  to  his  Court.  With  respect  to 
the  explanations  and  arrangements,  suggested  in  the 
other  letter,  (which  he  would  also  transmit)  he  did  not 
doubt  that  whatever  was  equitable  would  be  done ;  in  the 
meantime,  he  wished  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  to 
be  bfonned,  that  he  would  make  them  acquainted  with 
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the  result  so  soon  as  be  should  receive  the  necessary  in* 
structions."  The  foregoing  is  the  purport  of  the  trerlnJ 
answer  of  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  according  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection. 

D.  HUMPHREYS. 


FROM   BARON    DE   THULEMEIER   TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  October  8,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  the  King,  my 
Master,  the  wishes  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for 
the  conslusion  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  friendship, 
which  you  have  made  known  to  me  in  the  letter  you  ' 
have  honored  me  with,  bearing  date  September  9.  His 
Majesty  having  thought  proper  to  furnish  me  with  the 
fill!  power  requisite,  to  give  the  desired  stability  to  the 
said  treaty,  I  hasten  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  this  in- 
strument. 

I  shall  ever  remember,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
the  part  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  bear  in  the  fonna- 
tion  of  those  bonds,  which  are  to  connect  the  Prussian 
nation  with  the  United  States  of  America. 

It  appears  to  be  needless  to  send  you  a  copy  ot  the 
treaty  of  commerce  in  question,  which  has  been  the  ob- 
ject of  the  united  labors  of  Mr.  Adams  and  myselif,  as  I 
have  no-  doubt  that  Mr.  Adams  has  kept  the  draft  which 
I  have  seen  in  his  hands.  I  shall  make  it  my  duty  to 
hasten  the  conclusion  of  this  negotiation,  and  I  flatter 
myself,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  have  the  goo&ess  to 
Vol.  II.— 28 
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jour  idefti  to  me,  oo  the  manner  in  which 
jou  desire  to  proceed. 

The  King  will  be  pleased  to  know  what  city  has  been 
selected  by  the  United  States,  ibr  the  exchange  of  com- 
merce between  the  merchants  of  the  two  nations.  Stet- 
tin and  Embden,  both  Prussian  sea  ports,  or  some  port 
of  France  or  Holland,  would  answer  the  object. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  distinguished 
consideration,  be. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


Full  power  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce 
and  friendship  between  Prus^a  and  the  United  States, 
conferred  by  the  King  of  Prussia  upon  M .  de  Thule- 
meier. 

We,  Frederick,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Prus- 
siai  Margrave  of  Brandenburg,  Arch  Chancellor  and 
lUectoral  Prince  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  Sove- 
reign Duke  of  Silesia,  Sovereign  Prince  of  Orange, 
Neuf-Chatel,  Vallengin  and  Glatz,  Duke  of  Guelders, 
Magdeburg,  Cleves,  Juliers,  Berg-Stettin,  Pomerania, 
and  of  the  Cassubians  and  Vandals,  Duke  of  Mecklen- 
burg and  Crosne,  Burgrave  of  Nuremburg,  Prince  of 
Halberstadt,  Minden,  Camin,  Vandalia,  Schwerin,  Ral- 
zaburg,  East  Friesland  and  Meurs,  Count  of  Hohenaol- 
lem,  Ruppm,  the  Mark  of  Ravensperg,  Hohenstein, 
Tecklenburg,  Schwerin,  Lingen, .  Buren  and  Lierdani} 
IxNrd  of  Ravenstein,  Rostock,  Stargard,  Lauenburg, 
Butan,  Artag  and  Breda,  &c.  he— «uike  known  to  all 
whom  it  may  concern : 
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That  h  being  our,  intendoB  to  enter  into  t  treaty  of 
friendship  and  commerce  with  the  United  States  of  Nofdi 
America,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  respec- 
tive countries,  We  have  charged  and  authorized  M •  de 
Thulemeier,our  Privy  Counsellor  and  Ekivoy  Extraordinary 
near  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, and  do  by  these  presents,  confer  on  him  foil 
power,  to  negotiate  and  treat  for  that  purpose,  with 
such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  fomished  with  a  Uke 
fill]  power  oa  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America;  and  to  conclude  and  sign  in  our  name,  the 
treaty  of  firiendship  and  commerce  on  which  they  may 
agree,  and  which  we  shall  not  fail  to  ratify  and  to  fulfil 
religiously  in  all  points. 

In  virtue  whereof,  we  have  signed  this  fiiU  power  with 
oof  hand,  and  affixed  thereto  our  royal  seal. 

€riven  at  Berlin,  this  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

FREDERICK. 
FinckeQstein,  Hertsberg. 


In  consequence  of  these  communications,  the  follow-^ 
ing  draft  df  a  treaty  was  enclosed  to  the  Baron  de  Thu- 
lemeier,  in  a  letter  which  succeeds  the  said  project. 

Counter  Project  of  a  treaty  of  amty  and  commera 
between  his  Mcgesty  the  King  of  Prtuna  and  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  parties  being  willing  to  fix  in  a  permanent  and 
equitable  manner,  the  rules  to  be  observed  m  the  conn 
merce  they  desire  to  establish  between  their  respective 
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oouDtries,  have  judged  that  the  said  end  cannot  be  bet- 
ter obtained,  than  by  taking  the  most  perfect  equality  and 
reciprocity,  for  the  basb  of  thdir  agreement.  On  these 
principles,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  have  agreed  to 
the  following  articles  : 

Article  i*  There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and 
mniversal  peace,  and  sincere  friendship  between  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Prussia,  his  heirs,  successors  and  sub- 
jects, on  the  one  part,  and  the  United  States  of  America 
and  their  citizens  on  the  other,  without  exception  of  per- 
aans  or  places. 

Article  ii.  The  subjects  of  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Prussia,  may  frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  reside  and  trade  there 
in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manufactures  and  merchandize, 
and  shall  pay  within  the  said  United  States  no  other  or 
greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  whatsoever,  than  the  most 
favored  nations  are,  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they 
shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  exemptions  in 
navigation  and  conjmerce,  which  the  most  favored  na- 
tion does  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  hi.  In  like  manner  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  may  fi*equent  all  the  coasts 
and  countries  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  and 
reside  and  trade  there,  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manufac- 
tures and  merchandize,  and  shall  pay  in  the  dominions 
of  his  S8ud  Majesty,  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges 
or  fees,  whatsoever,  than  the  most  favored  nation  is,  or 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay,  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  privileges  and  exemptions,  in  navigation  and  com- 
,  merce,  which  the  most  favored  nation  does,  or  shall 
enjoy. 
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Article  iv.  More  especially  each  party  shall  have  a 
right  to  carry  their  own  produce,  manufactures  and  mer- 
chandize, in  their  own  vessels,  to  any  parts  of  the  domin- 
ions of  the  other,  where  it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  all  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  that  other  freely  to  purchase  them, 
and  thence  to  take  the  produce,  manufactures  and  mer- 
chandize of  the  other,  which  all  the  said  citizens  or  sub- 
jects shall  in  like  manner  be  free  to  sell  to  them,  paying 
in  both  cases,  such  duties,  charges  and  fees  only,  as  are 
or  shall  be  paid  by  the  most  favored  nation. 

Article  v.  All  merchants,  commanders  of  vesseb 
and  other  subjects  and  citizens  of  each  party,  shall  have 
free  liberty  in  all  places  within  the  dominion  or  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  other,  to  manage  their  own  business  them- 
selves, or  to  employ  whomsoever  they  please  to  manage 
the  whde  or  any  part  thereof  for  them;  and  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  make  use  of.  any  interpreter,  broker  or  other 
person  whatsoever,  nor  to  pay  them  any  salary  or  fees^ 
unless  they  choose  to  make  use  of  them.  Moreover, 
they  shall  not  be  obliged  in  loading  or  unloading  their 
vessels,  to  make  use  of  those  workmen  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  public  authority  for  that  purpose,  but  it  shall 
be  enUrely  free  for  them  to  load  or  unload  them  by  them- 
selves, or  to  make  use  of  such  persons  in  loading  or  un- 
loading them  as  they  shall  think  fit,  without  paying  any 
fees  or  salary  to  any  other  whomsoever :  neither  shall 
they  be  forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  merchandize  into  any 
vessels,  or  to  receive  them  into  their  own,  or  to  wait  for 
their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  please. 

Article  vi.  Tl^at  the  vesseb  of  either  party  loading 
within  the  ports  and  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  may  not  be 
uselessly  harrassed  or  detained,  it  is  agreed  that  all  ex- 
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amiiiatioiis  of  goods  required  by  the  laws  shall  be  made, 
before  they  are  laden  on  board  the  vessels,  and  that  there 
shall  be  no  examination  after,  nor  shaU  the  vessel  be 
searched  at  any  time,  unless  articles  shall  have  been  laden 
therein  clandestmely,  and  illegally,  in  which  case  the  per- 
son by  whose  order  they  were  carried  on  board,  or  who 
carried  thens  without  order,  shall  be  liable  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  in  which  he  is;  but  no  other  person  shall  be  mo- 
lested, nor  shall  any  other  goods,  nor  the  vessel  be  seized 
or  detamed  for  that  cause. 

Article  vii.  Each  party  shall  endeavor  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels 
and  other  eSetctB  belongmg  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
the  other,  which  shall  be  within  the  extent  of  their  juris- 
diction by  sea  or  by  land,  and  shall  use  all  their  efforts  to 
recover  and  cause  to  be  restored  to  the  right  owners  their 
vessels  and  effects,  which  shall  be  taken  from  them  with- 
in the  extent  of  their  said  jurisdiction. 

Artiole  VIII.  The  vessels  of  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  either  party  coming  on  any  coast  belonging  to  the 
other,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or  being  entered 
into  port  and  not  willing  to  unload  their  cargoes  or  break 
bulk,  shall  have  liberty  to  depart  and  pursue  their  voyage 
without  molestation,  and  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any 
duties,  charges  or  fees  whatsoever,  or  to  render  any  ac- 
count of  their  cargo. 

Article  ix.  When  any  vessel  of  either  party  shall 
be  wrecked,  foundered  or  otherwise  damaged  on  the 
coast  or  within  the  dominion  of  the  other,  their  respec- 
tive subjects  or  citizens  shall  receive,  as  well  for  them- 
selves' as.  for  their  vessels  and  efl^ts,  the  same  assistance 
which  would  be  due  to  the  inhabitants  <^  the  country 
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where  the  damage  happens,  and  shall  pay  the  same 
charges  and  dues  only,as  the  said  inhabitants  would  be  sab* 
jecl  to  pay  in  a  like  case,  and  if  the  operatioiis  of  re^ 
pair  shall  require  that  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  car- 
go shall  be  unloaded,  they  shall  pay  no  duties,  charges 
or  fees,  on  the  part  which  they  shaU  relade  and  carry 
away. 

Article  x.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  each  party 
shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  their  personal  goods  with- 
in the  jurisdicti<Hi  of  the  other,  by  testament,  donation,  or 
otherwise;  and  their  representatives,  bemg  subjects  or 
citizens  of  the  other  party,  shall  suepeed  to  their  said 
personal  goods,  whether  by  testament  or  ab  intestato,  and 
may  take  possession  thereof,  either  by  themselves  or 
by  others  actmg  for  them,  and  dispose  of  the  same  at 
their  will,'  paying  such  dues  only  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  wherein  the  said  goods  are,  shall  be  subject  to 
pay  in  like  cases ;  and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  repre- 
sentative, such  care  shall  be  taken  of  the  said  goods,  and 
for  so  long  a  time,  as  would  be  taken  of  the  goods  of  a 
native  m  like  case,  until  the  lawful  owner  may  take  mea-  * 
sures  for  receiving  them.  And  if  a  question  shaU  arise 
among  several  claimants,  to  which  of  them  the  said  goods 
belong,  the  same  shall  be  decided  finally  by  the  laws  and 
Judges  of  the  land  wherein  the  said  goods  are^  and  where, 
on  the  death  of  any  person  holding  real  estate  within  the 
teirritocies  of  the  one  party,  such  real  estate  would,  by 
the  laws  of  the  said  land,  descend  on  a  citizen  or  sqbject 
of  the  x)tber,  were  he  not  disqualified  by  alienage,  such 
subject  shatt  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  sell  the  same 
and  to  withdraw  the  proceeds,  without  molestation. 

Artiouk  u.  The  most  perfect  fireedcm  of  consdence 
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and  of  worship,  is  granted  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
either  party,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  without 
being  liable  to  molestation  in  that  respect,  for  any  cause 
other  than  an  insult  on  the  religion  of  others.  Moreover, 
when  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  one  party  shall  die, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  their  bodies  shall  be 
buried  in  the  usual  burymg  grounds,  or  other  decent  and 
suitable  places,  and  shall  be  protected  from  violence  or 
disturbance. 

Article  xii.  If  one  of  the  contracting  parties  should 
be  engaged  in  a  war  with  any  other  power,  the  free  in- 
tercourse and  conmoerce  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
part  remaining  neutral,  with  the  belligerent  powers,  shall 
not  be  interrupted.  On  the  contrary,  in  that  case  as  in 
iiill  peace,  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party  may  navigate 
freely  to  and  from  the  ports,  and  on  the  coast  of  the  bel- 
ligerent parties,  free  vessels,  making  free  goods,  insomuch 
that  all  things  shall  be  adjudged  free,  which  shall  be  on 
board  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  neutral  party,  although 
such  things  belong  to  an  enemy  of  the  other.  And  the 
same  freedom  shall  be  extended  to  persons  who  shall  be 
on  board  a  free  vessel,  although  they  should  be  enemies 
to  the  other  party,  unless  they  be  soldiers  in  actual  ser- 
vice of  such  enemy.  On  the  other  hand,  enemy  vessels 
shall  make  enemy  goods,  insomuch  that  whatever  shall 
be  found  in  the  vessels  of  an  enemy,  shall  be  confiscated 
without  distinction,  except  such  goods  and  merchandize, 
as  were  put  on  board  such  vessel  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  or  within  six  months  after  it,  which  shall  be  free. 

Article  xiii.  And  in  the  same  case  of  one  of  the 
contractmg  parties  bemg  engaged  in  war  with  any  other 
power,  to  prevent  all  the  diffik^ulties  and  misundentand- 
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ingii  that  shaU  arise  respecting  the  "merchandize  hereto- 
fore called  contraband,  such  as  arms,  amunition  and  mili- 
taiy  stores  of  every  kind ;  no  such  articles,  carried  in  the 
vessels,  or  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties, to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  shall  be  deemed  contra- 
band, so  as  to  induce  ccmfiscation  or  condemnation  and  a 
loss  of  property  to  individuals.  Nevertheless,  it  shall  be 
lawfiil  to  stop  such  vessels  and  articles,  and  to  detain 
them  for  such  length  of  time  as  die  captors  may  think 
necessary,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  or  damage  that 
might  ensue  from  their  proceedmg;  paying,  however,  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  oc- 
casion to  the  proprietors.  And  it  shall  further  be  allow- 
ed to  use,  in  the  service  of  the  captors,  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  military  stores  so  detained,  paying  the  owners 
the  full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  cur- 
rent price  at  the  place  of  its  destination. 

Article  xiv.  And  in  the  same  case,  where  one  of 
the  parties  is  engaged  in  war  with  another  power,  that  the 
vessels  of  the  neutral  powers  may  be  readily  and  cer- 
tainly known,  it  is  agreed  that  they  shall  be  provided 
with  sea  letters  or  passports,  which  shall  express  the 
name,  the  property,  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  also 
the  name  and  dwelling  of  the  master ;  which  passports 
shall  be  made  out  in  good  and  due  forms,  (to  be  settled 
by  conventions  between  the  parties)  whenever  occasion 
shall  require,  shall  be  renewed  as  often  as  the  vessel  shall 
return  into  port,  and  shall  be  exhibited  whenever  re- 
quired, as  well  in  the  open  sea  as  in  port;  but  if  the  said 
vessel  be  under  convoy  erf  one  or  more  vessels  of  war 
belonging  to  the  neutral  party,  the  simple  declaration  of 

the  officer  commanding  the  convoy,  that  the  said  vessel 
Vol.  II.— 29 
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belongs  to  the  party  of  which  he  is,  shall  be  considered 
IS  establishing  the  fact,  and  shall  relieve  both  parties 
from  the  trouble  of  further  examination. 

Article  xy.  And  to  prevent  all  disorder  and  vio- 
lence in  such  cases,  it  is  stipulated,  that  when  the  vessels 
of  the  neutral  party,  sailing  without  convoy,  shall  be 
met  by  any  vessel  of  war,  public  or  private,  of  the  other 
party,  such  vessel  of  war  shall  not  approach  within 
cannon  shot  of  the  said  neutral  vessel,  nor  send  more 
than  two  or  three  men  in  their  boat  on  board  the  same, 
to  examine  her  sea  letters  or  passports;  and  all  persons 
belonging  to  any  vessel  of  war,  public  or  private,  who 
shall  molest  or  injure  in  any  manner  whatever,  the  peo- 
ple, vessel,  or  effects  of  the  other  party,  shall  be  respon- 
sible in  their  persons  and  property  for  damages  and  in- 
terest; sufficient  security  for  which  shall  be  given  by  all 
commanders  of  private  armed  vessels,  before  they  are 
commissioned. 

Article  xvi.  It  is  agreed,  that  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  their  vessels  and 
effects,  shall  be  liable  to  any  embargo  or  detention  on  the 
part  of  the  other,  for  any  military  expedition  or  other 
public  or  private  purpose  whatsoever,  and  in  all  cases 
of  seizure,  detention  or  arrest,  for  debts  contracted,  or 
offences  committed  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of  the  one 
party  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  the  same  shall 
be  made  and  prosecuted  by  order  and  authority  of  the 
law  only,  and  according  to  the  regular  course  of  pro- 
ceedings usual  in  such  cases. 

Article  xvii.  .  If  any  vessel  or  effects  of  the  neu- 
tral power  be  taken  by  an  enemy  of  the  other,  or  by  a 
pirate,  and  retaken  by  the  other,  they  shall  be  brought 
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into  some  port  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  delivered  into 
the  custody  of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be 
restored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due 
proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property  thereof.. 

Article  xviii.  If  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either 
party,  in  danger  from  tempests,  pirates  or  other  acci- 
dents, shall  take  refuge  with  their  vessels  or  effects  with- 
m  the  harbors  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  they  shall  be 
received,  protected  and  treated  with  humanity  and  kind- 
ness, and  shall  be  permitted  to  furnish  themselves  at  rea- 
sonable prices,  with  all  refreshments,  provisions  and 
other  things  necessary  for  their  subsistence,  health  and 
accomodation,  and  for  the  repair  of  their  vessels. 

Article  xix.  The  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private 
of  both  parties,  shall  carry  freely  wheresover  they  please 
the  vessels  and  effects  taken  from  their  enemies,  without 
being  obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges  or  fees  to  offi- 
cers of  admiralty,  of  the  customs,  or  any  others,  nor 
shaU  such  prizes  be  arrested,  searched  or  put  under  legal 
process,  when  they  come  to  and  enter  the  ports  of  the 
other  party,  but  may  be  freely  carried  out  again  at  any 
time  by  their  captors  to  the  places  expressed  in  their 
commissions,  which  the  commanding  officer  of  such  ves- 
sels shall  be  obliged  to  show;  but  no  vessel  which  shall 
have  made  prizes  on  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  the  King  of  France,  shall  have  a  right  of  asy- 
lum m  the  ports  or  havens  of. the  said  United  States: 
and  if  any  such  be  forced  therein  by  tempest  or  dangers 
of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties  existing  be- 
tween his  said  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  the  said  United 
States. 
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Article  xx.  No  citizen  or  subject  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  shall  take  from  any  power,  with  wluch 
the  other  may  be  at  war,  any  commission  or  letter  of 
marque,  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  a  privateer  agamst 
the  other,  on  pain  of  being  punished  as  a  pirate.  Nor 
shall  either  party  here  lend  or  give  any  part  of  their  na- 
val or  military  force  to  the  enemy  of  the  other,  to  aid 
them  ofiensively  or  defensively  against  that  other. 

Article  xxi.  If  the  two  contracting  parties  should 
be  engaged  in  war  against  a  common  enemy,  the  follow- 
ing points  shall  be  observed  between  them  :  1st.  if  a 
vessel  of  one  of  the  parties  retaken  by  a  privateer  of  the 
other  shall  not  have  been  in  possession  of  the  enemy 
more  than  twenty  four  hours,  she  shall  be  restored  to  the 
first  owner,  for  one  third  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo:  but  if  she  shall  have  been  more  than  twenty  four 
hours  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  she  shall  belong  whol- 
ly to  the  recaptors.  2nd.  If  in  the  same  case,  the  re- 
capture were  by  a  public  vessel  of  war  of  the  one  party, 
restitution  shall  be  made  to  the  owner  for  one  30th  part 
of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  if  she  shall  not 
have  been  in  possession  of  the  enemy  more  than  twenty 
four  hours  :  and  one  tenth  of  the  said  value  where  she 
shall  have  been  longer,  which  sums  shall  be  distributed  in 
gratuities  to  the  recaptors.  3rd.  The  restitution  in  the 
cases  aforesaid  shall  be  after  due  proof  of  property  and 
surety  given  for  the  part  to  which  the  recaptors  are  en- 
titled. 4th.  The  vessels  of  war,  public  or  private  of  the 
two  parties  shall  be  reciprocally  admitted  with  their  prizes 
into  the  respective  ports  of  each,  but  the  said  prizes 
shall  not  be  discharged  or  sold  there,  until  there  legality 
shall  have  been  decided  accordmg  to  the  laws  and  regu- 
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latbns  of  the  State  to  which  the  captors  belong.  5th. 
It  shall  be  free  to  each  party,  to  make  such  regulations  as 
they  judge  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  their  respective 
vessels  of  war,  public  and  private,  relative  to  the  vesseb 
which  they  shall  take  and  carry  mto  the  ports  of  the  two 
parties. 

Article  xxii.  Where  the  parties  shall  have  a  com- 
mon enemy,  or  shall  both  be  neutral,  the  vessels  of  war 
of  each  shall,  upon  all  occasions,  take  under  their  pro- 
tection, the  vessels  of  the  other  going  the  same  course, 
and  shall  defend  such  vessds  as  long  as  they  hold  the 
same  course,  against  all  force  and  violence,  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  ought  to  protect  and  defend  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  party  of  which  they  are. 

Article  xxiii.  If  war  should  arise  between  the  two 
contracting  parties,  the  merchants  of  either  country 
then  residing  in  the  other  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  nine 
months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle  their  afiairs,  and 
may  depart  freely,  carrying  all  of  their  effects  without 
molestation  or  hindrance,  and  all  women  and  children, 
scholars  of  every  faculty,  cultivators  of  the  earth,  artizans, 
manufacturers  and  fishermen,  unarmed  and  inhabiting 
unfortified  towns,  villages  or  places,  whose  occupations 
are  for  the  common  subsistence  and  benefit  of  mankind, 
shall  be  allowed  to  continue  their  respective  employ- 
ments, and  shall  not  be  molested  in  their  persons,  nor  shall 
their  houses  or  goods  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed, 
nor  their  fields  wasted  by  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy, 
into  whose  power  by  the  events  of  war  they  may  happen 
to  fall ;  but  if  any  thing  is  necessary  to  be  taken  from 
them  for  the  use  of  such  armed  force,  the  same  shall  be 
paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price ;  and  all  merchant  and  trad- 
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ing  vessels  employed  in  exchangiDg  the  products  of  dif- 
ferent places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  con- 
veniences and  comforts  of  human  life,  more  easy  to  be  ob- 
tained and  more  general,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  free 
and  unmolested;  and  neither  of  the  contracting  powers 
shall  grantor  issue  any  commission,  to  any  private  armed 
vessels  empowering  them  to  take  or  destroy  such  trading 
vessels,  or  interrupt  such  commerce. 

Article  xxiv.  And  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
prisoners  of  war,  by  sending  them  into  distant  and  incle- 
ment countries,  or  by  crowding  them  into  close  and  nox- 
ious places,  the  contracting  parties  solemnly  pledge  them- 
selves to  each  other,  and  to  the  world,  that  they  will  not 
adopt  any  such  practice ;  that  neither  will  send  the  prison- 
ers whom  they  may  take  from  the  other,  into  the  Elast 
Indies,  or  any  other  parts  of  Asia  or  Africa;  but  that  they 
shall  be  placed  in  some  part  of  their  dominions  in  Europe 
or  America,  in  wholesome  situations,  that  they  shall  not  be 
confined  in  dungeons,  prisonships,  or  prisons,  nor  be  put 
into  irons,  nor  bound,  nor  otherwise  restrained  in  the  use 
of  their  limbs;  but  the  officers  shall  be  enlarged  on  their 
paroles,  within  convenient  districts,  and  have  comfortable 
quarters ;  and  the  common  men  be  disposed  in  canton- 
ments, open  and  extensive  enough  for  air  and  exercise, 
and  lodged  in  barracks  as  roomy,  and  good  as  are  pro- 
vided by  the  party  in  whose  power  they  are,  for  their 
own  troops ;  that  the  officers  shall  also  be  daily  furnished 
by  the  party  in  whose  power  they  are,  with  as  many 
rations,  and  of  the  same  articles  and  quality,  as  are  al- 
lowed by  them,  either  in  kind,  or  by  commutation,  to  of- 
ficers of  equal  rank  in  their  own  army;  and  all  others 
shall  be  daily  furnished  by  them,  with  such  ration  as  tbey 
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allow  to  a  common  soldier  in  their  own  service;  the  value 
whereof  shall  be  paid  by  the  other  party  on  a  mutual  ad- 
justment of  accounts  for  the  subsistence  of  prisoners  at 
the  close  of  the  war ;  and  the  said  accounts  shall  not  be 
mmgled  with,  or  set  off  against,  any  other,  nor  the  bal- 
ance due  on  them  be  withheld  as  a  satisfaction  or  reprisal 
for  any  other  article  or  for  any  other  cause,  real  or  pretend- 
ed, whatever;  that  each  party  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  a 
commissary  of  prisoners  of  their  own  appointment,  with 
every  separate  cantonment  of  prisoners  in  possession  of 
the  other,  which  conunissary  shall  see  the  prisoners  as  of- 
ten as  he  pleases,  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  and  distribute 
whatever  necessaries  may  be  sent  to  them  by  their 
friends,  and  shaU  be  free  to  make  his  reports  in  open  let- 
ters to  those  who  employ  him ;  but  if  any  officer  shall 
break  his  parole,  or  any  other  prisoner  shall  escape  from 
the  limits  of  his  cantonment,  after  they  shaU  have  been 
designated  to  him,  such  individual,  officers,  or  other  pris- 
oners, shall  forfeit  so  much  of  the  benefit  of  this  article 
as  provides  for  his  enlargement  on  parole  or  cantonment. 
And  it  is  declared,  that  neither  the  pretence  that  war  dis- 
solves aU  treaties,  nor  any  other  whatever,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  annulling  or  suspending  this  and  the  next  pre- 
ceding article,  but  on  the  contrary  that  the  state  of  war 
is  precisely  that  for  which  they  are  provided,  and  during 
which  they  are  to  be  as  sacredly  observed,  as  the  most 
acknowledged  articles  in  the  law  of  nature  and  nations. 

Abticle  XXV.  The  two  contracting  parties  grant  to 
each  other  the  liberty  of  having,  each  in  the  ports  of  the 
other.  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  i^ents  and  commissaries 
of  their  own  appointment,  whose  functions  shall  be  regu- 
lated by  particular  agreement,  whenever  either  party 
shall  choose  to  make  such  appomtment. 
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Article  xxvi.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant 
to  any  other  nation  any  particular  favor  m  navigatioD  or 
oommeice,  it  shall  immediately  become  conmion  to  the 
other  party,  freely  where  it  is  freely  granted  to  such 
other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  compensation  where 
such  nation  does  the  same. 

Article  xxyii.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia, 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  agree,  that  this  treaty 

shall  be  in  force  during  the  term  of years  firom  the 

exchange  of  ratifications;  and  if  the  expiration  of  that 
term  should  happen  during  the  course  of  a  war  between 
them,  then  the  articles  before  provided  for  the  regulation 
of  their  conduct  during  such  a  war,  shall  continue  in 
force  until  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  which  shall  re- 
establish peachy  and  that  this  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on 
both  sides,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  within  one 
year  firom  the  day  of  its  signature. 


Report  of  John  Joy,   on  a  plan  of  a  treaty  of  amity 

and  commerce. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,      \ 
May  17, 1785.  I 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  draft  of 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  transmitted  by  the 
American  Ministers,  report : 

That,  m  his  opinion,  a  system  for  regulating  the  trade 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  formed  and  adopted,  be- 
fere  cbey  enter  into  further  treaties  of  commerce.  It 
appearing  to  him  more  wiae  that  such  treaties  should  be 


IHPLOlfATIG  OORRK8PONDBKCB.  tS8 


'*- V«    M    II    •.II 


ted  to  their  system,  than  that  their' sjTStem 
should  be  accommodated  to  such  treaties. 

That  in  forming  this  system  many  important  questions 
will  arise,  such  as  whether  American  exports  shall  be 
wholly,  or  how  far  confined  to  American  bottoms,  whether 
any  and  what  distinction  shall  be  made  in  that  respect 
between  the  vessels  of  one  foreign  nation  and  another, 
whether  American  exports,  to  whatever  nation  bound, 
shall  be  charged  with  any  or  the  same,  or  what  different 
duties ;  whether  all  foreign  merchandizes,  by  whatever 
nation  imported,  shall  be  charged  with  the  same  imposts; 
whether  any,  and  which  species  or  denomination  of 
foreign  productions  or  manufactures  shall  be  prohibited. 
These,  and  other  questions  of  the  like  nature,  will  pro- 
bably arise,  and  these  treaties  will  anticipate,  if  not  em- 
barrass the  discussion  and  decision  of  some  of  them. 

As  to  the  draft  of  a  treaty  referred  to  him,  he  thinks 
the  policy  of  some  of  the  articles  in  it  questionable. 

I.  It  appears  to  him  inexpedient  to  make  the  con- 
duct of  the  parties  towards  the  most  favored  nadons,  the 
rule  of  their  conduct  towards  each  other: 

(1)  Because,  as  other  nations  have  regulated  their 
trade,  and  we  not,  their  systems  cannot  be  deranged  bjr 
it,  butit  may  much  perplex  the  formation  of  ours. 

(2)  Because  the  interchange  of  favors  between  'us  and 
a  nation  merely  European^  will  probably  be  regulated  by 
principles  and  considerations  distinct  in  a  certain  degree, 
irom  those  which  should  regulate  such  an  interchange 
between  us^  and  nations  par^/y  European  and  partly 
American. 

(3)  Because  it  may  giv^  occasion  to  difficulties  and 
disputes  not  easily  lo  be  settled. 
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(4)  Because  the  inducement  to  those  favcns  nay 
arise  from  advantages  not  in  the  power  of  the  other  to 
affi)rd  tn  kind,  and  the  tweoty-sixth  article  does  not  pro- 
fide  for  an  equivalent  eonsideration,  where  it  is  not  i» 
the  power  of  the  party  to  grant  a  timUar  one.  Beades, 
connderations  may  be  exactly  similar  in  hind,  and  yet 
very  different  in  ooluey  and  the  article  in  questi(Mi  does 
not  seem  to  attend  to  that  circumstance. 

(5)  Because  we  may  have  reasons  for  fruly  granting 
to  one  nation,  what  we  may  have  no  reason  to  grant  to 
another. 

(6)  Because,  as  our  trade  is  at  present  free  to  aU,  we 
have  few  favors  to  grant  to  any ;  whereas,  their  trade 
being  charged  with  various  duties  and  restrictions,  they 
need  only  relax  to  have  favors  to  grant. 

He  thinks  it  would  be  better,  therefore,  to  let  each 
party  stand  alone,  without  reference  to,  or  connexion 
with,  any  other. 

IL  Your  Secretary  doubts  the  expediency  of  agree-  . 
ing  absolutely  that  any  foreign  nation  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  bring  and  vend  in  the  United  States,  all  or  any  of 
dieir  productions  and  manufiictures  without  exception. 
Because  it  may  be  necessary,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  the  progress  of  luxury,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
pnmiotmg  our  own  manufactures,  to.  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  certain  meichaiidizes..  « 

He  thinks  it  a  mistake  that  high  duties  oan  answer  the. 
purpose  of  a  prohibition;  because,  if  the  obnoxious  axti- 
cles  are  permitted  to  be  entered  at  all,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble always  to  decide  whether  their  importation  was  regih 
km  or  dandestine. 

These  objections  cannot  have  equal  ftxce  wiA  other 
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BftljcMif  m  tbeir  connexioiis  with  us,  becmue  we  have 
little  or  nathiog  to  carry  to  them,  which  could  either  in* 
jure  their  inanuiactmes  or  increase  their  luxury. 

III.  Your  Secretary  has  doubts  respecting  the  six- 
teenth article,  which  suspends  laying  embargoes. 

To  an  £uiopean  nation,  at  war  with  an  European 
nation,  embargoes  are.  of  little  consequence,  becauie 
surrounding  nations  can  and  will  supply  to  each  party 
whatever  they  may  want.  But  an  Ekiropean  natioo  aft 
war  with  us,  can  by  means  of  neutral  vessels  obtain 
great  supplies  from  us,  which  under  certain  ciicam- 
stances,  and  in  particular  emergencies,  they  could  ncC 
easily  acquire  elsewhere. 

Your  Secretary  is  of  opinion,  that  the  duration  of 
these  treaties  should  be  very  limited,  because  the  in- 
creasing importance,  as  well  as  the  increasing  experience 
of  the  United  States  will  almost  from  year  to  year  in-« 
crease  their  capacity  of  making  such  connexions  and 
compacts  more  and  more  correspondent  to  their  views 
and  wishes. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Coi^ress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FBOM   THS    COMlflSSiONERS   TO   BABON  (THULCMSICR. 

Pa8sy,  November  10,  1784. 
Sir,  ^ 

We  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did  us  the 
honor  of  writing  to  us  the  8th  ultimo,  together  with  the 
copy  of  your  full  power  to  treat  with  us.  Mr.  Adam* 
had,  as  you  suppose,  preserved  a  oopy  of  the  project  of 
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t  treaty  that  had  been  concerted  between  your  Excelleii- 
cy  and  him,  but  having,  by  instructions  from  the  Con- 
gress, our  Sovereign,  certain  new  articles  to  propose  m 
all  our  treaties  with  European  powers,  which  articles,  if 
agreed  to,  would  render  some  of  those  heretofore  in  use 
unnecessary,  and  judging  also  that  some  change  in  the  or- 
der, by  bringing  together  what  relates  to  the  same  subject, 
would  render  the  whole  more  clear,  we  have  made  a  new 
draft  of  the  project,  adding  the  new  articles,  and  send  it 
herewith  for  your  consideration. 

Those  new  articles  are  the  13th  and  the  23rd.  The 
first  contains  its  own  reasons,  to  wit :  the  prevention  of 
difficulties  and  misunderstandings  heretofore  constantly 
arudng  with  regard  to  merchandize  caUed  contraband  in 
time  of  war.  In  support  of  the  other,  we  offer  a  few 
reasons  contained  in  a  separate  paper,  to  which  we  shall 
only  add  here,  that  the  article  being  in  favor  of  humani- 
ty, by  softening  and  duninishing  the  calamities  of  war, 
we  think  it  will  be  honorable  to  the  first  powers  who 
agree  to  it,  and  more  particularly  to  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Prussfc — ^if  he,  whose  subjects  are  known  to  be  so 
well  defended  by  his  power  and  abilities,  as  to  make  the 
stipulation  of  any  favor  for  them  during  the  war  unneces- 
sary should  be  the  foremost  in  setting  the  example  of 
agreeing  to  such  an  article.  The  part  too,  which  engages 
not  to  commission  privateers,  nor  make  prize  of  merchant 
ships,  will,  we  think,  show  the  disinterestedness  of  the 
United  States,  smce  their  situation  is  suited  to  prey  with 
ease  on  the  rich  commerce  of  Europe  with  the  West  In- 
dies, which  must  pass  before  their  doors;  while  their 
owD,  consisting  of  lumber  and  provisions,  is  of  so  little 
value,  as  that  the  loss  in  that  kind  of  war,  is  vastly  in- 
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fericHT  to  the  profit,  which  was  demonstrated  b  their  tate 
contest  with  Britain,  whose  mighty  fleets  were  insuflkient 
to  pmect  their  trade,  fixmi  the  depredations  of  a  people 
as  able  and  as  expert  seamen  as  themselves. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  of  conducting  this  negotiik* 
tion,  we  thmk  it  may  continue  to  be  by  letters,  till  the 
articles  are  agreed  on  ;  after  which,  as  the  many  afiah?  we 
have  on  hand  make  it  inconvenient  for  us  to  leave  Paris, 
we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  you  here,  or  if  that  should  not 
be  suitable  for  you,  to  meet  you  in  any  intermediate 
place  that  you  may  nominate. 

We  send  herewith  the  copy  of  our  commission,  and 
we  are,  with  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


Reasons  in  support  of  the  new  proposed  articles  in  the 
treaties  of  commerce  transmitted  to  the  Baron  de  7%u- 
kmeier  in  the  letter  addressed  to  him  November  10, 
1784,  end  enclosed  with  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  to 
Congress  the  next  day. 

By  the  original  law  of  nations,  war  and  extirpation 
were  the  punishment  of  injury;  humanizing  by  degrees, 
it  admitted  slavery  instead  of  death ;  a  farther  step  was, 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  instead  of  slavery;  another 
to  respect  more  the  property  of  private  persons  under 
conquest,  and  be  content  with  acquired  dominion.  Why 
should  not  this  law  of  nations  go  on  improving?  Aget 
have  mtervened  between  its  several  steps :  but  as  know* 
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lec^eof  late  increases  rapidly,  why  should  not  those  slaps 
be  quickened,  why  should  it  not  be  agreed  to  as  the  fii- 
Hire  law  of  nations,  that  in  any  war  hereafter,  the  iftlow- 
ing  descriptions^  of  men  should  be  undisturbed,  have  the 
(Aotection  9f  both  sides,  and  be  permitted  to  follow  their 
employments  m  surety,  viz ; 

1st.  Cultivators  of  the  earth,  because  they  labor  for 
the  subsistence  of  mankind. 
,  Snd.  Fishermen,  for  the  same  reason. 

3rd.  Merchants  and  traders  in  unarmed  ships,  who  ac- 
comodate different  nations  b]^  communicating  and  ex- 
changmg  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life. 

4th.  Artists  and  mechanics  inhabiting  and  working  in 
open  towns. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  hospitals  of 
enemies  should  be  unmolested ;  they  ought  to  be  assisted. 

It  is  for  the  interest  of  humanity  in  general,  that  the 
occasions  of  war  and  the  inducements  to  it,  should  be  di- 
minished. 

If  rapine  is  abolished,  one  of  the  encouragements  to 
war  is  taken  away,  and  peace  therefore  more  likely  to 
oontinue  and  be  lasting. 

The  practice  of  robbing  merchants  on  the  high  seas,  a 
remnant  of  the  ancient  piracy,  though  it  may  be  acci- 
dentally beneScial  to  particular  persons,  is  &r  from  bemg 
profitable  to  all  engaged  in  it,  or  to  the  nation  that 
authorizes  it.  In  the  beginning  of  a  war,  some  rich 
ships,  not  upon,  their  guard,  are  surprised  and  taken ; 
this  encourages  the  first  adventurers  to  fit  out  more 
armed  vessels,  and  many  others  to  do  the  same,  but 
the  enemy»  at  the  same  time,  become  more  carefuli 
arm  their  merchant  ships  better  and  render  them  not  so 
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easy  to  be  uken;  they  go  also  more  imdbr  the  prolectkm 
of  convoys :  tbos  while  the  privateers  to  take  them  ai# 
multiplied,  the  vessels  subject  to  be  taken,  and  th» 
chances  of  profit  are  diminished,  so  that  many  cniiaet 
are  made,  wherein  the  expenses  overgo  the  gains,  as  it  is 
the  case  in  other  lotteries ;  though  individuals  have  gol 
piisies,  th6  mass  of  adventurers  are  losers,  the  whole  ex* 
pense  of  fitting  out  all  the  privateers  during  a  war,  being 
much  greater  than  the  whole  amount  of  goods  taken* 
Then  there  is  the  national  loss  of  all  the  labcM:  of  so  many 
men,  during  the  dme  they  have  been  employed  in  rob- 
bing :  who  besides  spend  what  they  get  in  riot,  drunken- 
ess,  debauchery,  lose  their  habits  of  mdustry,  are  rarely 
fit  for  any  sober  business  after  a  peace,  and  serve  only  to 
increase  the  number  of  highwaymen  and  house  breakers. 
Even  the  undertakers  who  have  been  fortunate,  are  by 
sudden  wealth  led  into  expensive  living,  the  habit  of 
which  continues  when  the  means  of  supporting  it  ceasey 
and  finally  ruins  them.  A  just  punishment  for  their' 
having  wantonly  and  unfeelingly  ruined  many  honest  in- 
nocent traders  and  their  families,  whose  substance  was 
employed  in  serving  the  common  interests  of  mankind. 


riAST  JIEFORT   OF    THE    COMMISSIONERS    TO    C0NGKE88. 

.  Parifly  Norenlber  11,  1784. 
Sir, 
Having  assembled:  together  at  this  place  about  the  lat- 
ter end  of  August,  we  proceeded,  in  obedience  to  the 
conmiands  of  Congress,  tonotafy  our  appointment  and  its^ 
objects  to  such  powers  as  We  thought  it  advisable  at  that 
time  to  address.  • 
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We  wrote  a  circular  letter  in  the  form  No.  I ,  to  the 
Ambassadors  or  other  Ministers  residing  here  from  the 
Courts  of  Saxony,  the  two  Sicilies,  Sardinia,  Venice, 
Tuscany,  Russia,  and  Rome.  Copies  of  the  answers 
fiom  those  of  Saxony,  the  two  Sicilies,  Sardinia,  Venice, 
Tuscany,  are  contained  in  the  enclosed  papers  No.  2,  3, 
4,  5  and  6.  The  Minister  of  Russia  answered  verbally 
to  Colonel  Humphreys,  who  delivered  the  letter,  ^^  thai 
he  would  transmit  it  to  his  Court."  From  the  Nuncio 
of  the  Pope  we  have  received  no  answer,  either  written 
or  verbal.     Our  letter  to  him  was  dated  September  22d. 

Our  letter  to  the  Ambassador  of  Spain  was  in  the  same 
form;  his  answer,  a  translation  of  it,  and  our  reply,  is  con- 
tained in  No.  7,  8  and  9. 

A  project  of  a  treaty  having  been  before  concerted 
with  the  Court  of  Lisbon,  a  small  alteration  in  the  form 
of  our  general  letter,  as  noted  in  No.  1,  adapted  it  to 
that  circumstance.  No.  10  is  a  copy  of  the  answer  of 
their  Ambassador. 

A  like  circumstance  with  th^  Court  of  Berlin,  rendered 
a  letter  in  the  same  form  proper  for  that ;  but  as  that  ne- 
gotiation had  began  with  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  their 
Envoy  at  the  Hague,  we  thought  it  proper  that  our  letter 
proposing  a  continuation  of  it,  should  be  addressed  to 
him  and  not  to  the  Minister  here.  No.  1 1  is  a  copy  of 
his  answer,  and  No.  12  of  our  reply. 

Our  commission  to  Sweden,  and  mstructions  accom- 
panymg  it,  proposing  a  supplementary  treaty  to  that 
power,  we  addressed  a  letter,  of  which  No.  13  is  a  copy, 
to  the  Swedish  Ambassador  here.  No.  14  is  his  answer, 
and  No.  16  our  verbal  comnliunication  in  consequence 
of  it. 
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Doctor  Franklm  baTing  had  occasion  to  Vrite  to  the 
Imperial  Minister,  after  his  receipt  of  the  new  nutnic^ 
tioBs,  but  before  our  meeting,  had  taken  that  opportunitjr 
of  notifymg  to  him  the  conunission,  with  which  we  were 
honored  for  that  Court.  A  copy  of  his  answer  will  bo 
found  in  No.  16. 

A  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Crenoa,  of  which  No.  17 
is  a  copy,  addressed  to  Doctor  Franklin  and  received 
before  we  had  sent  put  our  general  letters,  furnished  a  like 
occasion  of  notifying  our  powers  to  him ;  which  Doctor 
Franklin  did  in  a  letter,  of  which  No.  18  is  a  copy. 

To  the  Court  of  Versailles  we  announced  our  ooramis* 
sion  verbally,  shewed  the  original,  and  left  a  copy  with 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  from  whom  we  received  a  ver* 
bal  answer, ''  that  he  would  always  be  ready  to  enter  on 
negotiations  and  receive  propositions  which  might  be  of 
mutual  advantage  and  tend  to  cement  the  union  and  in- 
crease the  harmony  which  prevailed  between  the  two 
natkms." 

A  project  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Denmark,  had  before  been  communicated  to  Congress. 
Baron  de  Walterstorff,  the  person  with  whom  this  had 
been  concerted,  was  still  here  expecting  that  poweia 
would  be  sent  from  Congress  to  conclude  it.  He  was 
himself  ftimished  with  a  letter  from  his  Minister,  author* 
izing  him  to  take  the  measures  which  had  been  taken, 
and  assuring  him  of  regular  powers  as  soon  as  those  on 
our  part  should  arrive  to  him ;  therefore,  we  notified  ver* 
bally  that  we  were  furnished  with  powers  for  concerting 
and  concluding  a  treaty,  and  he  assured  us  verbally  he 
would  immediately  transmit  our  notification  to  his  Coorl} 
and  that  we  might  rely  on  their  sending  corresponding 
powers. 
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Mr.  Harfley  had  been  sent  here  from  the  Court  of 
Loodon,  with  a  Plenipotentiary  commissicHi  for  the  per- 
fecting and  establishmg  peace,  friendship  and  good  uof 
derstanding  between  the  United  States  and  the  subjects 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  for  opening,  promoting  and 
rendering  perpetual  the  mutual  intercourse  of  trade  and 
oommerce  between  them;  this  commission  had  been  re- 
gularly communicated  to  our  Ministers,  at  the  time  of 
coDcludmg  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  and  had  been 
b  part  executed  by  the  actual  signature  of  that  treaty. 
The  second  part,  however,  for  opening,  promoting  and 
rendering  perpetual  a  mutual  intercourse  of  trade  and 
oommerce,  remaining  unexecuted,  for  want  of  proper 
powers  from  the  United  States,  that  Minister  hadcon- 
tmued  here.  On  the  Slst  of  August  we  notified  to  him 
verbally,  that  we  were  furnished  with  powers  for  enter- 
ing into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  nation. 
He  answered  verbaUy  also,  ''  that  he  would  immediately 
communicate  it  to  his  Court,  and  that  he  did  not  doubt 
that  his  Majesty's  Government  would  at  all  times  be 
ready  to  concur  in  the  forming  such  a  system,  as  may 
fully  answer  every  purpose  of  commercial  as  well  as 
political  advantage  to  the  two  countries,  and  fix  and  es- 
tablish a  permanent  and  beneficial  intercourse  between 
them."  Some  time  after  this  he  asked  a  meeting  with 
OS  at  Passy,  at  which  he  informed  us,  that  he  had  com- 
municated our  notification  to  his  Court,  and  had  received 
a  letter  b  answer,  in  which  was  a  clause  to  thb  effect : 
you  may  with  great  truth  assure  the  American  Ministers 
of  our  ready  and  friendly  disposition  to  receive  any  pro- 
posals, firom  the  United  States,  for  the  formbg  such  regu- 
lations as  may  tend  to  the  mutual  and  reciprocal  advan- 
tage of  both  countries ;  he  informs  us  at  the  same  time, 
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howeter,  that  he  was  ordered  to  return  'to  London, 
which  he  acccnrdinglj  did  m  a  few  dajrs.    This  oflkiil 
answer  had  been  given  us  on  the  16th  September,  and 
having  waited  a  sufficient  time  to  have  heard  further 
from  him  after  his  return,  and  receiving  nothing  further, 
we  wrote  on  the  28th  of  October  two  letters  to  the^  Duke 
of  Dorset,  the   British  Ambassador  at  this  Court,  of 
which  No.  19  and  20  are  copies.     On  the  receipt  of 
which  he  desired  Colonel  Humphrejrs,  who  delivered 
them,  to  inform  us,  that  being  entirely  unacquainted  mih 
the  negotiations  proposed  through  Mr.  Hartley  to  the 
Court  of  London,  he  could  say  nothing  on  that  subject, 
except  that  he  would  write  concerning  it  to  his  Court ; 
with  respect  to  the  explanations  and  arrangements  sug* 
gested  in  the  other  letter  (which  be  would  also  transmit) 
he  did  not  doubt,  but  that  every  thing  which  was  equita- 
ble would  be  done,  and  in  the  meantime  he  wished  us  to 
be  informed  that  he  would  make  us  acquainted  with  the 
result  as  soon  as  he  should  receive  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions." 

We  have  not  yet  communicated  our  powers  or  propo- 
sitions to  Hamburg  or  the  United  Netherlands.  From  the 
former  there  is  at  present  no  public  Minister  here,  and 
when  communicated  to  the  latter,  we  knew  that  from  the 
States  General  they  would  be  carried  to  the  regencies  of 
the  several  States,  and  from  these  again  to  their  several 
towns,  so  that  their  publication  would  be  mevitable.  We 
thought  it  better  that  this  should  not  take  place,  till  they 
should  have  been  discussed  and  concluded,  with  those 
nations  whose  system  of  negotiation  is  more  private. 

To  the  Porte,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  and  the  le- 
gencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  no  communiGt- 
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tHMis  have  been  made.    Treaties  with  these  powers  are 
fermed  under  very  peculiar  ctnnimstances;  not  only  ike 
expenses  of  the  negotiatioiis  on  their  part^  are  to  be 
borne  by  the  other  negotiating  power*  but  great  presents 
and  an  annual  tribute  are  requisite  with  some  of  them. 
The  contributions  under  which  they  thus  lay  the  powers 
of  Europe,  are  as  heavy  as  they  are  degrading.     We 
feel  for  our  country  under  both  these  points  of  view,  and 
as  we  cannot  proceed  at  all  till  the  money  necessary  is 
actually  ready  at  our  command,  we  have  thought  it  pro- 
per to  give  this  information  to  Congress  ;  we  ^ish  it  was 
in  our  power  to  conjecture  the  sums  which  might  be  ne- 
cessary,  and  have  endeavored  to  learn  what  is  given  by 
the  European  powers,  as  we  might  thence  form  some  es- 
timate what  would  be  required  from  us.    As  yet  we  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  this  information,  and  we  know  not 
what  measures  to  suggest  should  Congress  determine  to 
proceed  in  these  treaties,  other  than  to  limit  us  to  some 
ultimate  sum,  to  place  that  actually  at  our  command,  and 
to  rely  on  our  assurances  that  we  shall  use  our  best  en- 
deavors to  reduce  the  contributions  as  far  below  this  as 
shall  be  in  our  power.  Presents  or  war  is  their  usual  alter- 
native ;  should  Congress  however  determine  against  the 
first,  they  might  perhaps  think  it  proper  that  some  intel- 
ligent person  should  be  sent,  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  wants  of  those  States,  and  to  know  whether 
we  could  not  offer  to  them  such  a  commercial  intercoursci 
as  might  make  an  equal  treaty  acceptable. 

We  have  made  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the  com- 
munications directed  by  our  instructions  of  May  11th, 
1784,  as  to  the  claim  of  the  five  Fosters,  brothers,  for  the 
priie  of  their  vessel,  the  Three  Friends,  and  have  receiv- 
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ed  no  answer  on  the  subject;  ironl  which  circumstance  we 
hope  that  the  Court  is  satisfied  as  to  that  article. 

A  letter  receired  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  and 
another  from  Monsieur  Grand  to  Dr.  Franklin,  of  which 
No.  21  and  22  are  copies,  give  us  reason  to  apprehend 
an  uneasiness  in  this  Court,  lest  we  should  fail  not  only 
in  the  punctual  pa3rment  of  the  interest,  on  their  particu- 
lar loans,  but  should  permit  the  payment  on  the  Dutch 
loan,  which  this  Court  guarantied,  to  faU  in  the  first  in- 
stance on  them  :  this  circumstance  under  the  present  pro- 
bability of  a  war  in  Europe  might  be  really  inconvenient 
to  them,  and  give  unfavorable  ideas  of  the  sense  we  en- 
tertain of  their  past  favors.  Congress  will  know  whether 
measures  have  been  taken  to  make  timely  payments  here, 
and  they  can  best  judge  of  what  exertions  the  States  are 
capable,  for  reducing  their  foreign  debt  even  faster  than 
their  stipidations  require.  A  hearty  disposition  in  the 
people  goes  far  towards  making  them  equal  to  whatever 
it  is  their  duty  and  mterest  to  do,  and  we  cannot  help 
supposing,  that  if  our  countrymen  would  boldly  look  that 
part  of  their  foreign  debt  in  the  face,  which  they  have  a 
right  to  discharge,  if  they  would  view  it  and  view  them- 
selves, they  would  find  they  could  master  it,  perhaps  with 
a  single  effint.  Of  this  we  can  assure  them;  that  nothing 
would  produce  such  a  revolution  in  the  opinion  enter- 
tained in  Europe  of  then*  powers,  of  then*  justice,  and  of 
the  tone  of  their  government.  If  a  reputation  for  equi- 
ty and  gratitude,  if  a  demonstration  of  our  resources  and 
of  our  resolution,  if  the  subjection  of  the  riches  of  Eu- 
rope to  our  wishes,  on  any  friture  emergency,  may  be 
bought  at  half  a  guinea  a  head,  cannot  our  countrymen 
be  roused  to  make  the  purchase  ?     Add  to  this,  that  it 
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would  command  for  us  a  respect,  which  might  save  us  m 
the  end  millions  of  money  and  torrents  of  blood.  Con- 
gress, we  hope,  will  pardon  us  these  reflections;  we  are 
on  a  field,  where  every  circumstance  tends  to  produce 
them. 

Our  instruction  as  to  gratification  and  indemnification  to 
John  Baptist  Pequet,  has  not  yet  been  complied  with. 
Mr.  Grand's  letter  will  assign  the  reason. 

The  honor  of  our  country,  as  well  as  our  own  feelings, 
will  not  permit  us  to  pass  unnoticed,  that  we  are  now  de- 
pending for  daily  subsistence  on  the  bounty  of  a  subject 
of  thb  kingdom,  a  bounty. to  which  he  tells  us  in  his  let- 
ter, "jtt'tZ  sera  force  metire  des  bomes.*^  We  trust 
that  Congress  will  be  so  good  as  to  order  us  effectual  and 
instantaneous  relief  from  this  situation. 

We  are  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  letters  from 
the  committee  of  the  States,  the  one  dated  July  16,  the 
other  August  13.  This  covered  the  British  roll  of  one  hun- 
dred forty-two  men,  ninety  women,  and  fifty-four  chil- 
dren, negroes,  part  admitted  to  be  slaves,  and  a  part  said 
to  be  free,  which  were  carried  from  New  York  at  the 
time  of  the  evacuation;  the  only  voucher  we  have  yet 
received  in  support  of  that  article  in  our  instructions, 
which  respects  this  subject.  The  former  contained  pa- 
pers on  the  subject  of  the  brig  I'Aimable  Elizabeth,  scut- 
tled and  abandoned  by  her  master  and  crew,  while  in 
company  with  captain  Shewel  from  Philadelphia,  taken 
possession  of  by  him,  sent  into  Newfoundland  under  the 
care  of  his  second  lieutenant,  John  Justice,  where  she  is 
said  to  have  been  seized  and  disposed  of  without  trial  or 
condemnation,  by  a  Nicholas  Gill,  Commissary  and  Judge 
of  the  Vice  Admiralty  there.    The  circumstance  of  scut- 
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ding  the  vessel  awakening  suspicion,  (as  it  is  difficult  to 
assign  an  honest  reason  for  it)  and  the  brig  bavbg  gone 
from  L'Orient,  and  the  master  and  crew  returned  thithor 
with  captain  Shewel,  we  desired  Mr.  Barclay  to  procure 
what  testimony  he  could  on  the  subject  and  communicate 
it  to  us.  He  has  sent  us  the  protests  of  both  the  French 
and  American  masters,  and  it  is  a  little  remarkable  that 
the  French  captain  makes  no  mention,  of  the  American 
one  having  taken  possession  of  the  vessel  and  put  men  on 
board  of  her,  and  expressly  supposes  she  sunk  that  night; 
and  that  captain  Shewel  is  equally  silent  as  to  the  same 
circumstance  of  his  having  manned  her.  Mr.  Barclay  b 
still  engaged  in  searching  into  this  matter,  and  as  the  in- 
vestigation will  take  some  little  time,  we  submit,  in  the 
meanwhile,  some  other  considerations  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress — because  it  is  of  importance  to  the  character  of 
a  nation  to,  make  no  demands  on  another,  which  cannot  be 
substantially  supported.  If  there  was  no  judiciary  trial 
or  condemnation,  as  the  papers  suppose,  this  seems  to 
have  been  a  trespass  in  Nicholas  Gill,  committed  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  courts,  and  remediable  by  a 
common  action  at  law,  which  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
denied  to,  or  demanded  by  the  sufferer.  If  there  were  a 
judiciary  condemnation,  yet  it  was  in  an  inferior  court, 
from  which  an  appeal  might  have  been  demanded  to  a 
higher  court,  where  the  presumption  always  is  that  the  in- 
justice would  have  been  redressed.  Persons  who  go  into 
a  foreign  country,  submit  themselves  to  the  laws  of  that 
country,  and  in  every  civilized  nation  its  courts  are  open 
to  redress  any  injury  they  may  receive.  It  is  not  till  they 
shall  have  tried  these  courts  through  all  their  possible 
stages — till  they  shall  have  been  denied  redress  by  them, 
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and  that  too  against  palpable  justice,  that  it  is  usual  for 
their  own  sovereign  to  take  it  up,  and  make  it  a  cause  of 
national  complaint.  Nations  would  keep  each  other  in  a 
constant  state  of  irritation,  and  much  oftener  proceed  fur- 
ther, were  every  private  dispute  between  their  citizens  to 
be  taken  up  by  their  Sovereign  in  the  first  instance. 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  determine  whether  these  con- 
siderations have  weight  enough  to  induce  them  to  suspend 
our  application  to  the  British  Court,  in  this  case,  till  their 
pleasure  shall  be  fiirther  signified  to  us. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKUN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


Immediately  after  despatching  the  preceding  letter  to 
Congress,  the  Plenipotentiaries  received  by  the  hand  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Portuguese  Embassy,  the  following 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Monsieur  de  Sa,  dated  at  Que- 
luZj  the  24^A  October y  1784,  to  M.  de  Sauza. 
In  consequence  of  what  the  agents  of  the  United 
States  of  America  have  written  to  your  Excellency,  you 
can  assure  them  that  her  most  Faithful  Majesty  will  be 
much  pleased  to  have  a  better  correspondence  with  the 
United  States.  It  is  her  wish  that  their  agents  explain 
themselves  and  make  known  the  intentions  of  Congress, 
in  order  that  your  Excellency  may  communicate  to  your 
Court,  which  will  listen  to  th^n  with  much  attention. 
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FBOM  THE   COMMISSIONEBS  TO   COUNT  DE  SOUZA. 

Pftfsy,  KoTember  30,  1784. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  M. 
da  Sa  of  the  24th  October,  1784,  which  your  Excellen- 
cy was  pleased  to  send  us  by  the  hand  of  the  Secretary 
jof  your  legation. 

That  in  consequence  of  our  letter,  your  Excellency 
might  assure  us  that  her  most  Faithful  Majesty  will  be 
rery  glad  to  have  the  best  correspondence  with  the 
United  States,  and  that  we  may  explain  to  your  Excel- 
lency, the  mtentions  of  Congress,  to  be  communicated  to 
your  Court,  who  will  listen  to  them  with  much  attention. 
:  Conformably  to  the  desires  of  her  most  Faithful  Ma- 
jesty expressed  in  this  extract  of  the  letter  of  her  Minis- 
ter, we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  draught ''^  of  a  project 
of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween the  two  powers,  if  this  project  should  be  approved 
by  her  Majesty,  and  a  full  power  should  be  sent  to  your 
Excellency  to  conclude,  we  are  ready  to  sign  such  a 
treaty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  if  your  Court 
have  any  objections  or  alterations  to  propose,  we  shall 
give  them  all  the  attention  and  consideration  consistent 
with  the  views  of  our  constituents. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


*The  dnught  of  the  treaty  wbi  the  nine  ma  that  enclosed  to  the 
Baron  de  Thulemeier.    Vide  pa^  219. 
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nov  If.  tAVi  TO  tRt  ctmntuiontnM. 

Translation. 

^  Parity  NoTcmber  16,  1784. 

GeDtlemen, 

1  have  not  faSed  to  tratismit  to  my  Court,  tbe  letter 
with  which  you  honored  me  on  the  80th  September  last, 
relative  to  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  between  the 
iobjeets  of  my  master  the  Arch-duke,  Grand  Duke  of 
Tbscany,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Aucmk 
rica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  gentlemen,  thai  the 
iiii4tation  has  been  very  agreeable  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
and  that  he  will  receive  with  pleasure,  the  commtidica'- 
tktt  of  propositions,  and  a  plan  upon  which  the  agree- 
ment may  be  negotiated,  in  order  that  he  may  take  them 
teto  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

FAVI. 
Charg6  d'Aflaires  of  Tuscany. 


FROM   THE    COMMISSIONERS   TO   M.    FAVI. 

PaM]r,  December  9»  1784. 
Sir, 
We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  November, 
wherein  you  are  pleased  to  inform  us,  that  you  had  com- 
municated to  lus  royal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tus- 
cany, the  overtures  we  had  the  honor  of  making,  for  the 
estab&hment  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  be- 
tween the  subjects  of  his  royal  Highness  and  the  citizens 
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4>f  the  Uffitad  States  of  America,  that  these  wen  agreetr 
ble  to  bkn,  aod  tbat  our  piopositioos  on  this  suligect  woiri4 
be  jr^eived  with  pleasure,  and  taken  bto  coDsidetatka. 

We  have  aow  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you,  for  the 
eeoaideratioo  of  your  Court,  a  plan  of  such  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  oommerce  as  we  shall  be  ready  to  sign,  if  it 
fhaU  meet  their  approbation.  We  flatter  ourselves  they 
'  will  find  it  founded  on  those  principles  of  equal  right, 
which  are  the  surest  guardians  of  every  treaty,  and  cal- 
fHilated  to  promote  the  interest  of  humanity  in  general. 
We  shall  receive,  with  great  respect  and  attention,  any 
amendments  which  may  be  proposed,  and  concur  cheer- 
fiiUy  in  accoihmodating  it  more  perfectly  to  the  trae  in- 
terests of  commerce  aod  happiness  of  the  two  nations, 
well  knowing  that  we  cannot  better  gratify  the  wishes  of 
our  cooetituents,  and  the  respect  which  they  entertain  fiir 
bis  royal  Highness,  than  by  opening  a  liberal  and  fi-ieodly 
intevpouDse  between  bb  subjects  and  them. 

Wi^  great  respect;  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  be* 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKUN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FRCM  VB  OUKl   or  DORSET   TO   THE    COMMISSIONEBS. 

Paris,  November  24^  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  transmitted,  without  loss  of  time,  to  the  Mar- 

qois  ot  Carmarthen,  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 

Foreign  Affiiirs,  copies  of  the  two  letters  which  you  had 

done  me  the  honor  of  addressing  to  me,  and  am  in  con- 
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sequence  authorized  to  assure  you,  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  at  their  readiness  to  take  into  consider- 
ation any  proposals  coming  from  the  United  States,  that 
can  tend  to  the  establishing  a  system  of  mutual  and  per- 
manent advantage  to  the  two  countries;  for  the  more 
ready  accomplishment  of  which,  I  am  instructed  to  notify 
you,  gentlemen,  the  previous  stipulation  proposed  by  my 
Court,  that  the  United  States  should  send  a  person  pro- 
perly authorized,  and  invested  with  the  necessary  powers, 
to  London,  as  more  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  either 
power,  than  would  be  the  carrying  on  at  any  third  place, 
negotiation  of  so  great  importance. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  instructions  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  your  letter  stating  certain  propositions  in  regard  to 
particular  articles  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  between 
England  and  France,  signed  on  the  20th  of  January, 
1783,  ahd  acceded  to  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States;  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  full  and 
candid  discussion  of  those  points  will  be  entered  into  by 
my  Court,  with  the  sincere  view,  I  can  venture  to  say,  of 
effecting  a  fair  and  equitable  adjustment  of  the  several 
matters  offered  for  consideration,  and  from  an  earnest  de- 
sire of  promoting  a  friehdly  and  confidential  intercourse, 
between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

.1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  truth,  &o. 

DORSET. 


VH^LOUATIC  CORRESPokoENCB.  ^ 

FBOM  THE   COMMISSIONERS   TO   THE   DUKE   OF  DORSET. 

PaH7,  Deeember  9, 1784. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

We  have  received  the  letter  which  your  Grace  did  us 
the  honor  of  writing  us  on  the  24th  day  of  last  month, 
and  we  receive  with  much  satisfaction  the  assurances  on 
the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Ministers,  of  their 
readiness  to  take  into  consideration  any  proposals  coming 
from  the  United  States  of  America,  that  can  tend  to  the 
establishmg  a  system  of  mutual  and  permanent  advan- 
tage to  the  two  countries. 

As  to  the  previous  stipulation  proposed  by  your  Court 
'*  that  the  United  States  should  send  a  person  properly 
authorized  and  invested  with  the  necessary  powers,  to 
London,  as  more  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  either  power, 
than  would  be  carrying  on  in  any  third  place  a  negotia- 
tion of  so  great  importance,"  we  can  only  say,  that  if  by 
this  proposition  it  is  intended  that  the  United  States 
should  send  a  public  Minister  to  reside  constantly  at  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  not  authorized  to  answer 
it,  but  we  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  your  Grace's  letter  to 
Congress,  who  will  determine  upon  it  according  to  their 
wisdom  ;  but  if  it  is  intended  only  that  the  proposed  ne^ 
gotiation  should  be  conducted  in  London,  we  can  inform 
your  Grace  and  his  Majesty's  Minister's,  that  we  have  a 
iiill  power,  in  due  form,  as  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  not  only  to  treat,  but  conclude 
upon  all  the  subjects  in  question,  and  although  we  have 
no  apprehension  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of 
the  United  Sutes  to  treat  in  any  third  place,  and  al- 
though it  would  be  inconvement  for  us  to  leave  Paris, 
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where  we  have  already  commenced  negotiations  with 
gevenl  other  powers,  for  any  long  time,  jet  we  are  so 
desirous  of  showing  a  respect  to  the  sentiments  of  your 
Coun,  that  we  would  readily  repair  to  London,  as  we 
are  not  limited  by  our  commission  nor  instructions  to  any 
place. 

We  shall,  therefore,  wait  for  fiirther  information  from 
your  Grace,  and  from  bis  Majesty's  Ministers;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  to  be  their  de»re  to  meet  us  in  Londoui  we 
shall  do  ourselves  the  honor  of  paymg  our  respects  to 
them  in  person,  without  loss  of  time. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


•SCOffD   RKPORT  OF  THE  COHMISSIONEBS  TO    CONGBCSS. 

Ptrif,  December  15,  1784. 

Sir, 
In  our  letter  of  November  U,  we  had  the  honor  of 
laying  before  Congress  a  state  of  our  proceedings  uU  that 
date*  As  from  that  it  would  appear  that  the  last  com- 
munication had  passed  from  us  to  the  other  parties,  we 
can  now  only  add  the  answers  of  such  of  them  as  have 
yet  answered,  and  our  replies ;  these  are  the  Courts  of 
Portugal,  Tuscany  and  Great  Britain.  No.  1  is  a  copy 
of  the  communication  from  the  Ambaasador  of  Portugal 
to  ua.  No.  2,  a  copy  of  our  reply.  No.  3,  a  copy 
of  a  draught  of  a  treaty  which  we  enclosed  to  him.  No. 
4,  18  a  oopy  of  a  letter  from  the  Charge  d'A&iiw  of 
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Tuscany,  and  No.  5,  our  answer,  which  enclosed  a  co- 
py of  the  same  draught  of  a  treaty  only  changing  the 
style  of  the  other  party.  We  must  observe  that  the 
draoight  of  a  treaty  which  has  accompanied  our  letter  to 
Baron  Thulemeier,  the  Prussian  Minister  at  the  Hague, 
which  letter  was  enclosed  in  our  last  to  Congress,  but 
without  the  plan  of  the  treaty,  was  verbatim  the  -same 
with  those  to  Portugal  and  Tuscany,  with  only  a  like 
change  in  the  style  of  the  other  party.  No.  6  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  us  from  the  British  Ambassador  here,  and 
No.  7,  of  our  reply. 

We  received  information  from  the  public  papers  that 
an  American  vessel,  which  bad  just  sailed  from  Cadiz, 
was  captured  on  the  11th  of  October,  by  a  frigate  of  the 
Elmperor  of  Morocco,  being  one  of  the  five  which  he  had 
cruising  in  the  ocean;  and  that  she  was  carried  into  Tan-^ 
giers  on  the  16th  of  October.  This  intelligence  is  con- 
firmed in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  who  adds  that 
the  vessel  captured  belonged  to  the  State  of  Virginia. 
We  think  it  our  duty  to  mention  this  event  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, as  it  will  show  the  necessity  that  immediate 
measures  be  taken,  with  the  piratical  states  for  the  pre-» 
servation  of  our  trade  to  the  Mediterranean,  to  Sp^o^ 
and  to  Poid^gal,  and  perhaps  to  countries  still  more  dis^ 
tant,  as  their  vessels  may  extend  their  cruising  grounds. 
With  the  most  perfect  consideration  and  respect,  we 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

THOS.  JEFFERSON. 
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FBOM  M.  DE  80USA   TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Pwi%  ]>ccember23»  1784. 

Gendemen, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honcnr  to 
writO)  with  the  plan  of  a  treaty  which  the  United  States 
of  North  America  propose  to  the  Queen,  my  Sovereign, 
all  of  which  I  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  lisbon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  SOUZA, 
Ambassador  of  Portugal. 


FBOM   BARON    DE   THULEMEIER  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 
«  The  Hagrue,  December  10,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

The  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  to 
me,  dated  November  10th,  reached  me  on  the  26th  of  the 
same  month,  by  a  Dutch  courier.  I  have  transmitted  to 
the  King  a  French  translation  of  the  project  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  to  be  concluded  for  the  reciprocal  advan- 
tages of  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  and  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United^  States  of  America,  to  which  the  recent 
orders  of  Congress  have  compelled  you  to  make  some 
alterations,  in  opposition  to  the  project  I  had  the  honor 
to  place  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  9th  of  April 
of  the  present  year. 

As  soon  as  the  orders  from  my  Court  reach  me,  I 
shall  lose  no  time,  gentlemen,  in  informing  you  of  the 
observations  which  the  King  will  think  proper  to  make 


on  tl^ia  new  project.  The  twenty-Uiinl  artiqle  is  dio* 
tated  tqr  tlie  purest  zeal  m  favor  of' huroanjuty.  IVotbkig 
om  be  wore  just  than  jrour  reflectipiis  op  the  s$Me  4kr 
uMi»0Odsea3  of  thei  Uinted  Staieis  of  America.  It  19 
to  he  desired  that  these  3ttbliine  sentimeats  may  be  adoful- 
ed  <l|^]r  all  the  maritime  powers  without  any  exceptiaoa- 
Tbe  calamitiea  of  war  will  be  much  softened^  and  h^sti^ 
litiesy  .0^  pcovoked  by  the  cupidity  and  inordiaal^ 
loRre  of  gaiQ}  of  more  lare  occurreoc/e. 

AUopir  mei  gentlemen,  to  hriog  to  your  tecdHef^tim, 
the  jrequisition  which  I  bad  the  honor  tp  make  to  you 
in  jtho  laat  line3  of  my  letter  of  llBtb  of  October  oS  ihe 
fvesent  year. 

Tbo  King  having  expressed  to  me  that  he  would  leim 
with  pleasure  the  choice  whjcb  the  United  States  might 
make  of  any  city,  for  the  exchange  of  commerce  be- 
twe^  the  merchants  of  the  two  nations,  I  desired  you, 
Mcpcdingly,  to  let  me  know  your  ideas  on  this  subject. 
1  ^ded>  that  Stettin  and  Embden,  both  Prussian  maii- 
liim  places,  or  even  son^e  Frepcb  or  Dutch  ports,  mi^t 
fdfil  this  object. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ike. 

DE  THUl4BMEIER» 


WBm  fTRfJ  P0|«|HIfia|0NI5^  TO  BA^Orf  DE   T^UI^Mpp;|l. 

Paaqr,  jMuary  21,  1/65. 

Sir, 
We  have  n^oeived  the  letter  ypu  did  us  the  honor  to 
write  us  on  the  lOtb  day  of  .December  last. 

We  supposed  that  the  pritioiples  contained  in  the  pro- 
ject of  a  treaty,  which  W)e  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you,  weie  a  vktval  answer  to  the  requisition  in  the  last 
Vol.  ii — 33 
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lines  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  October.  By  the 
second  and  third  articles,  the  citizens  and  subjects  (^  each 
power  may  frequent  all  coasts  and  countries  of  the  other, 
and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manu- 
factures or  merchandizes,  paying  no  greater  duties  than 
the  most  fitvored  nation.  By  the  fourth  article,  each  par- 
ty shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their  own  produce,  manu- 
fiustures  and  merchandizes  in  their  own  vessels,  to  any 
ports  of  the  dominions  of  the  other,  wnere  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  all  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  that  other  party  to 
purchase  them ;  and  thence  to  take  the  produce,  manu- 
factures and  merchandize  of  that  other,  which  ail  the 
said  citizens  or  subjects  shall  in  like  manner  be  free  to 
sell  them,  paying  in  both  cases  such  duties,  charges  and 
fees  only  as  are,  or  shall  be  paid,  by  the  most  favored  na- 
tion. 

But  if  by  a  city  for  the  commerce  of  exchange,  be- 
tween the  merchants  of  the  two  nations,  be  meant  a  port 
more  free  than  any  intended  in  the  said  second,  third  or 
fourth  articles;  that  is  to  say,  a  port  absolutely  free,  fhim 
all  duties  and  charges,  or  a  port  where  merchandize  may 
be  landed  and  stored  and  afterwards  re-embarked  and 
exported,  without  pajring  any  imposts  or  duties,  we 
submit  to  your  consideration  whether  it  will  not  be  for  the 
interest  of  Prussia,  that  both  Embden  and  Stettin  at  least, 
should  be  made  such;  however,  should  it  be  thought 
otherwise,  and  be  still  desired  to  elect  one  of  the  two 
ports,  we  should  ask  for  time  to  communicate  the  propo- 
sition to  Congress,  and  to  receive  their  instmctions 
thereon.     We  have  the  honor  to  be,  fac. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


DIPLOMATIC  C<»UtE8PONDEMG£.  3^ 

,  I 

The  BaMi  de  Walterstofff  having  personally  in- 
formed  each  of  the  American  Ministers,  that  he  had  ob- 
tained permission  to  return  to  Copenhagen,  and  that  he 
badiit  in  charge  to  solicit  such  communications,  as  they 
should  judge  it  might  be  useful  to  make,  on  the  1st 
February,  1785,  announced  the  same  officially  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter: 

FROM    M.    WALTERSTORFF    TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  February  1,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
Monsieur  the  Count  de  Bemstorff  in  communicating  to 
me  the  permission  of  the  King,  to  make  a  visit  to  Copen- 
hagen, where  my  private  afiairs  demand  my  presence  at 
this  time,  has  recommended  that  I  should  request  of  the 
American  Ministers  to  be  pleased  to  fiimish  me  with  such 
ideas,  as  they  may  judge  useful  to  hasten  the  end  we 
have  in  view.     I  have  nothing  so  pressing  on  hand  as  the 
conveying  to  you  the  information  of  the  little  voyage  I 
am  about  to  make.     I  have  even  had  the  honor  of  seeing 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Franklin,  and  I  have  now  that  of  in- 
forming you,  that  I  have  fixed  upon  Friday  next,  as  the 
day  of  my  departure,  if  by  that  time,  you  can  prepare 
the  documents,  with  which  I  am  to  be  entrusted.   Permit 
me,  gentlemen,  in  the  meantime  to  assure  you,  that  1 
shall  always  regard  the  having  made  your  acquaintance, 
as  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  of  my  residence  at 
Paris.     I  hope  that  events  will  be  sufficiently  favorable 
to  my  prayers,  to  find  other  occasions  of  cultivating  it, 
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and  of  repeating  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  attach- 
itl^nt  add  the  coQdidehiti<m  wHH  Which,  I  have  the  honor 

to  be,  &c. 

DE  WALTEROTORPF. 

Ambassador  of  DentnMc. 


FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    THE    BARON    DE    WAL- 

TERSTORFF. 

Paris,  February  3,  1785. 

Sir, 
I  had  the  hohor  of  receiving  yesterday  the  letter  you 
were  pleased  to  address  to  me,  wherein  you  mel^tion  (as 
you  Iiad  before  done  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Doctor  Frank- 
lin) that  the  Count  De  Bemstorfi*,  in  communicatiitg  to 
you  the  permission  of  your  Sovereign,  to  pay  a  visit  to 
Copenhagen,  had  diesired  you  to  ask  of  the  American 
Ministers  their  proposition,  for  forwarding  the  objects 
respecting  the  two  natidni ;  I  hnmediately  communicated 
your  tetter  to  Mr.  Adams  and  Dr.  Franklin,  and  in  c^on- 
Sequence  thei^of,  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  to 
you  the  draft  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  comikierce,  iki 
such  fonb  as  we  would  wish  to  see  established  between 
cur  two  Sovereigns.  To  emancipate  conmierce  from  the 
shackles  which  oppress  it,  to  increase  the  general  happt* 
iiesB,  and  lessen  the  iniseries  q£  manldnd,  are  the  objects 
of  these  propo^ons,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  the 
means  proposed  are  founded  in  the  most  perfect  Equality 
and  reciprocity  of  right.  We  shall  attend  \trith  great 
respect  to  such  improvenients,  as  your  Court' may  wish  to 
make^  for  the  liirtherance  of  the  same  good  objects. 


.  DffliOliATIC  COBIESPONDBN02.  m 

1  vHsb  you  a  much  pleasanter  journey  than  tUe  sedson 
and  wealiber  seem  to  promise,  and  shall  at  all  times  bt 
happy  k>  hear  of  your  welfare,  and  to  take  every  ocea- 
8100  of  assuring  you  of  thd  esteem  with  which  I  have 
the  honoir  to  be,  &c. 

THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE  PIO  TO  THE   COAlMliiSIOllEftS. 

Tlraiislation. 

I^aris,  January  22,  1785. 

Oentlemed, 

Having  had  the  honor  to  plac^  your  letter  of  the  2lrth 
Septerhber,  1784,  before  th^  King  my  master,  and  his 
Majesty  having  caused  the  propositions  and  ofl^ers  con- 
tained hi  it  in  regard  to  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
lilerce  and  friendship  with  the  United  States,  to  b^ 
^ously  examined,  he  has  ordered  me  to  declare  to  you, 
that  liothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  hun,  inasmuch, 
Us  be  devotes  all  his  cares  to  the  increase  of  th^  internal 
iM  ^external  commerce  of  his  kingdom^  It  is  with  that 
view  that  his  Majesty  has  lately  opebed  and  established 
Messiiiti,  on  the  Island  of  Sicily,  as  ^  free  pdrt,  to  which 
aH  natibhs  are  inVited  tib  resort,  with  full  assurance  that 
they  will  meet  thehe  i,  vety  favorable  reception,  and  that 
th^i^  shall  certainly  enjoy  there  all  khids  6t  privileges 
ahd  hnhnmhie^,  a^  yoU  'wiQ  see  by  the  annexed  ^tii- 
ndikce.  I  Wish  yotii,  geiitlemetl,  to  consider  well  the  ad- 
vtota^  Which  your  cbuntrymen  cin  derive  by  resorting 
to  tirat  port. 

I  aih  besi()es  ofdei^d,  geiitlemen,  to  make,  in  the  name 
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of  his  Majesty,  a  fonnal  declaration  to  you,  that  all  mer- 
chant vessek  under  die  flag  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  received  in  Messina,  with  marks  of  the  most*  sincere 
friendship,  and  that  they  will  find  there  the  greatest  hos- 
pitality. That  they  shall  also  be  treated  with  all  possible 
consideration,  in  all  the  ports  of  his  dominions ;  that  they 
shall  always  find  assistance,  by  being  furnished  with  all 
they  may  want ;  and  that  they  sliall  have  the  liberty  to 
trade  in  the  productions  of  their  country,  as  well  as  their 
manufactured  articles,  and  those  of  other  nations. 

Tobacco  being  the  most  important  item  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  as  you  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  observe  in  one  of  our  private  conversations,  I 
must  give  you  notice,  gentlemen,  that  tliis  plant  is  now, 
in  the  States  of  the  King,  my  Master,  free  from  all  the  du- 
ties to  which  it  was  subjected.  As  to  other  productions, 
you  shall  have,  not  only  the  liberty  to  introduce  them 
in  bis  dominions,  in  as  great  quantities  as  may  be  wanted 
for  the  consumption  of  the  Neopolitans;  but  you  shall 
also  have  the  privilege  to  import  for  the  rest  of  Italy,  for 
the  East,  and  for  any  other  countries,  such  quantity  of 
^x)ds  as  you  may  find  advantageous  for  your  speculations. 
You  shall  also  have  the  same  liberty  and  facilities  to 
export,  from  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  oil,  wine,  silks,  and 
all  other  productions  that  Sicily  can  furnish  you,  and 
which  can  be  useful  or  agreeable  to  you. 

The  King,  my  master,  would  not  delay  any  longer  to 
give  you  the  most  convincing  proofs  of  the  desire  he  has 
to  form  ties  with  the  United  States,  and  to  show  them  by 
his  good  will,  to  begin  as  soon  as  possible  a  commerce 
advantageous  to  both  nations ;  his  Majesty  reserving  to 
himself  the  right  to  deUberate  on  the  subject,  and  to  take 
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such  resolutions  as  may  be  necessary  to  concltide  a  treaty 
of  commerce  in  all  its  foms,  as  you  appear  by  your  let- 
ter to  desire. 

During  the  time  that  may  elapse  before  my  Court  can 
examine  and  consider  seriously,  the  objects  which  are  to 
be  regulated  in  a  treaty  of  thb  nature,  I  think>  gebtle- 
inen,  that  it  would  be  very  advantageous  to  the  Ameri- 
cans to  begin  now  to  frequent  the  ports  of  Sicily,  and 
particularly  that  of  Messina,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing there,  some  relations  of  commerce  which  dm  be 
stipulated  more  precisely  in  the  proposed  treaty.  Aibw 
me,  gentlemen,  to  observe  to  you,  that  to  establish  and 
to  carry  the  operation  of  a  new  treaty  of  any  extent,  and 
in  whatever  country,  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  be  author- 
ised by  a  previous  treaty.  It  sufSces  that  foreigners 
should  be  received  there  with  friendly  feelings  and  pro- 
tected by  the  Government.  As  a  proof  of  this,  I  will 
observe  that  all  nations  which  trade  the  most  with  Sicily, 
such  as  England,  France,  Genoa,  Venice,  Ragusa,  Hamr 
burg,  have  no  treaty  of  commerce  with  my  Court;  and 
although  France  has  commenced  a  treaty  with  this  nation, 
the  French  have  not  waited  for  the  conclusion  of  it,  to 
establish  the  most  advantageous  commerce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  distinguished 
consideration,  he. 

DE  PIO. 
Charge  d'Afiaires  of  Naples. 


FROM   M.  DE  8CA9JNAFIS   TO  THE   OOM^ISSIOl^EBS. 

TranslatioD. 

Greotlemen, 
Haying  oomrounicated  to  my  Court  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  boncnr  to  write  the  9Siad  October  last,  in- 
fixming  me  that  you  were  authorized  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  of  America^  to  negotiate  with  his  Majestyi 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  relative  to  the  establishment  of 
commerce  between  the  two  nations,  I  have  now  that 
of  infimning  you  that  the  King  will  be  pleased  to  see  the 
ships  of  the  United  States  frequenting  his  free  port  of 
Nioey  where  they  will  always  be  well  received;  and  if 
hereafter  an  opportunity  should  offer  of  forming  com- 
meroial  ties,  which  may  be  suitable  and  of  reciprocal 
utility,  be  will  make  with  the  United  States  all  the  neces- 
aary  airangements,  which  will  be  necessary  to  ensure 
dieir  stability. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc. 
DE  SCARNAFIS, 
Ambassador  of  Sardinia. 


THIRD  RftFORT  OV    THE    COMMISSIONERS   TO    CONGRESS. 

Paris,  Febniiry,  1785* 
Sir, 

In  our  last  of  December  15th,  we  had  the  honor  of 
communicating  to  Congress,  our  letter  to  the  Ambassa- 
dor of  Portugal,  which  accompanied  the  draught  of  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  proposed  on  our  part. 
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Since  that  date  be  addressed  to  us  the  letter  No.  1,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  ours  and  informing  us  that  be 
had  forwarded  it  to  his  Court. 

The  Baron  de  Thulemeier  also,  the  Prussian  Minister  at 
the  Hague,  has  given  us  similar  information  in  his  letter 
No.  2,  herewith  enclosed.  He  therein  also  desires  as  he 
had  done  in  bis  letter  of  October  8tb.  that  we  would 
make  choice  of  some  port  within  the  dominions  of  his 
sovereign,  at  which  the  commerce  between  the  two  coun- 
tries might  be  carried  on.  We  supposed  that  we  had  an- 
swered this,  by  proposing  in  our  draught  of  the  treaty  that 
all  places  in  the  dominions  of  either  party  should  be  open 
to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other,  for  the  purposes 
of  commerce.  As  he  thought  proper  however  to  repeat 
the  desire  of  the  King,  that  we  would  make  choice  of 
some  place,  we  wrote  him  an  answer  of  which  No.  3  is 
a  copy,  and  we  have  now  to*ask  of  Congress  their  in- 
structions, as  to  the  choice  of  a  place,  for  the  purposes 
proposed. 

The  Baron  de  WalterstorfF  who  had  been  formerly  apr 
pointed  by  the  Court  of  Denmark  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  whom  we  had 
notified  our  full  powers  for  that  purpose,  called  on  us  se- 
parately a  few  days  ago,  and  informed  us  that  he  had  ob- 
tained permission  from  his  Court  to  make  a  visit  to  Co- 
penhagen, where  his  private  affairs  required  his  presence, 
and  that  the  Minister  had  at  the  same  time  instructed  him 
to  ask  from  us  our  propositions,  that  they  might  be  con- 
sidered during  his  stay  at  Copenhagen,  and  the  senti- 
ments of  his  Court  thereon  be  iuUy  made  known  to  him. 
This  he  afterwards  communicated  more  particularly  in 
the  letter  No.  4,  to  which  *an  answer  was  i^tumed  of 
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which  No.  5  is  a  copy,  enclosing  a  draught  of  a  treaty 
similar  to  the  one  we  had  the  honor  to  commmunicate  to 
you  in  our  letter  of  December  15. 

We  have  also  since  our  last  received  an  answer  from 
the  Court  of  Naples  through  their  Charge  d'Afiaires  and 
from  that  of  Turin  through  their  Ambassador  at  thb 
Court,  (the  answer  of  Naples  is  accompanied  by  a  printed 
ordinance  establishing  the  privileges  of  Messina  as  a  free 
port,)  which  we  now  enclose,  distinguished  by  the  Nos. 
6  and  7;  to  these  we  do  not  propose  to  make  any  reply 
unless  future  overtures  fix)m  them,  or  other  circumstances 
should  render  it  necessary  or  proper. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


Paris,  February  8»  1785. 

About  this  time  came  to  hand  through  the  French 
Post  Office,  thirteen  large  packets,  all  ol  them  address- 
ed '^  a  Messieurs  Messrs.  Les  deput6s  des  Etats  Unis  de 
I'Amerique  a  Paris,"  containing  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  at  the  Cape,  and 
the  adjudications  as  legal  prizes  of  an  equal  number 
of  British  vessels  captured  by  armed  vessels  belonging 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  during  the  late  war  ; 
which  said  prizes  were  ordered  to  be  disposed  of  for  the 
benefit  of  the  captors,  until  it  should  be  otherwise  deter- 
mined by  the  American  Ministers  at  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles.     Whereupon,  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of 
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die  United  States  have  thought  proper  that  the  aforesaid 
papers  should  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Minister 
actually  resident  at  that  Court,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly. 


FROM    MONSIEUR    FAVI    TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  February  10,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
In  due  season  I  transmitted  to  my  Court  the  project 
of  a  treaty,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me. 
The  principles  upon  which  it  is  based,  are  too  much 
in  conformity  with  those  of  the  Tuscan  Government  to 
prevent  its  adoption ;  you  must  not  doubt,  gentlemen, 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  will 
obtain,  upon  a  footing  of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity, 
all  the  facilities  and  advantages  in  the  ports  of  Tuscany, 
which  are  accorded  to  the  most  favored  nations. 

As  soon  as  an  answer  is  received,  I  will  do  myself  the 
honor  of  communicating  it  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c. 

FAVI. 
Charge  d'Afiaires  of  Tuscany. 


FROM   BARON    DE  THULEBIEIER    TO    THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  January  24,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
The  King,  my  master,  having  thought   proper  to  au- 
thorize me  to  place  in  your  hands  some  observations  on 
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the  counter  project  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  to  be 
concluded  for  the  reciprocal  advantages  of  his  subjects 
and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  such  as  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  me,  bearing  date  November 
10th,  uhimo,  and  brought  to  the  Hague  by  a  Dutch 
courier,  the  %th  of  the  same  month,  I  hasten  to  fulfil 
the  orders  of  his  Majesty.  An  express,  with  despatches 
for  the  Ambassadors  from  Holland,  furnishes  me  to  day 
with  a  sure  and  prompt  opportunity.  The  English  lan- 
guage being  familiar  neither  to  the  Prussian  Chancery, 
nor  to  the  King,  nor  his  Ministry,  it  has  become  necessary 
that  I  should  make  a  French  translation,  and  to  prove  its 
ezACtness,  I  have  caused  it  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of 
the  annexed  observations.  I  flatter  myself,  that  these 
last,  will  appear  to  you,  gentlemen,  dictated  by  that 
spirit  of  justice,  equity  and  humanity,  which  characterize 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  Monarch,  in  whose  service  I 
have  the  honor  to  be.  I  shall,  with  the  most  lively 
zeal,  employ  myself  in  consolidating  a  negotiation,  the 
issue  of  which  cannot  but  be  infinitely  advantageous  to 
both  nations,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  the  contents 
of  the  first  letter  with  which  you  may  honor  me,  will 
facilitate  the  means  of  terminating,  in  concert  with  you, 
gentlemen,  the  projected  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fac. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  OBSERVATIONS 
ON  THE  PROJECT  OF  A  TREATY  WITH  PRUSSIA,  TRANS- 
MITTED BY  BARON  TUULEMEIER. 

Passy,  March  14,  1785. 

Sir, 

We  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  January 
24,  covering  a  translation  into  French  of  the  draft  of  a 
treaty  proposed  between  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  together  with  answers 
to  the  several  articles.  We  have  considered  them  with 
attention,  and  with  those  dispositions  to  accommodate  them 
to  the  wishes  of  his  Majesty,  which  a  respect  for  his 
character,  and  a  desire  of  connecting  the  two  nations  in 
amity  and  commerce,  would  naturally  produce.  We  will 
now  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  the  result  of 
our  deliberations,  article  by  article. 

Article  ii.  We  agree  to  add  the  restriction  proposed 
to  the  end  of  this  clause,  to  wit :  ^^  submitting  themselves, 
nevertheless,  to  the  laws  and  usages  there  established, 
and  to  which  are  submitted  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  most  favored 
nations." 

Article  III.  Agreed  to  add  alike  clause,  to  wit: 
^'  submitting  themselves,  nevertheless,  to  the  laws  and 
usages  there  established,  and  to  which  are  submitted  the 
subjects  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  sub- 
jects and  citizens  of  the  most  favored  nations." 

Article  iv.  Three  effects  of  this  are  objected  to : 

1st.  The  permission  to  export  and  import  all  the  mer- 
chandize of  either  country  without  exception ; 

2d,  The  permission  to  all  persons  to  be  buyers  and 
sellers ; 
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3d.  The  not  extending,  in  express  terms,  the  right  of 
transportation  beyond  the  vessels  of  the  two  contracting 
parties. 

As  to  the  first,  we  agree  to  make  to  the  clause  the  ad- 
dition proposed,  to  wit:  ''nevertheless,  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia and  the  United  States,  and  each  of  them  reserve  to 
themselves  the  right  to  prohibit,  in  their  respective  coun- 
tries, the  importation  and  exportation  of  all  merchandize 
whatsoever,  when  reasons  of  State  shall  require  it,  in  this 
case  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  shall  not  import  or  export  the  merchandize  pro- 
hibited by  the  other.  But  if  one  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties permits  any  other  nation  to  import  or  export  the  same 
merchandize,  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  shall 
immediately  enjoy  the  same  liberty." 

With  respect  to  the  second  object,  a  permission  to  all 
persons  to  become  buyers  and  sellers  in  this  intercourse,  it 
does  indeed  interfere  with  the  practice  of  some  nations  of 
Europe,  wherein  the  right  of  buying  and  selling  particu- 
lar articles  of  merchandize,  is  frequently  given  to  particu- 
lar persons  or  descriptions  of  persons  exclusively.     The 
origin  of  this  practice  is  to  be  found  in  a  very  remote  and 
unenlightened  period,  when  religious  physics  and  every 
other  branch  of  science  was  sophisticated  and  abused,  the 
progress  of  information  and  of  liberal  sentiment  has  led 
to  reformations  in  those,  and  in  this  also  seems  to  have 
matured  principles  which  should  produce  a  reformation 
equally  wanted.     Commerce  performs  the  important  of- 
fice of  procuring  vent  for  superfluities,  of  supplying  wants, 
and  of  adjusting  prices  on  a  reasonable  scale.     This  it 
does  best  where  it  is  freest.     Casting  an  eye  over  the 
sutes  of  Europe  we  find  them  wealthy  and  populous. 
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nearly  in  proportion  to  the  freedom  of  their  commerce, 
and  we  may  conclude  from  thence  that  were  it  perfectly 
free,  they  would  probably  attain  the  highest  points  of 
wealth  and  population  of  which  their  other  circumstances 
would  admit.  A  free  competition  between  buyers  and 
sellers  is  the  most  certain  means  of  fixing  the  true  worth 
of  merchandize,  on  the  other  hand,  the  restraint  of  this 
right  to  particular  persons,  which  constitutes  a  monopoly, 
has  been  found  in  experience  the  most  powerful  engine 
ever  employed  for  the  suffocation  of  commerce.  It  is 
interesting  to  both  parties,  therefore  to  guard  against  this 
in  their  stipulations.  The  law  of  Konigsberg,  which  pro- 
hibits a  foreigner  from  selling  his  merchandize  to  any  but 
native  subjects,  is  a  monopoly  in  a  certain  degree.  It 
would  rather  seem  desirable  that  foreigners  should  come 
into  our  ports  and  there  transact  together  all  their  busi- 
ness of  exchange.  It  is  not  for  us  to  judge  whether  un- 
der actual  circumstances,  this  law  of  Konigsberg  is  a  pro- 
per object  of  reformation.  His  Prussian  Majesty  will 
decide  this,  who  has  already  so  much  extended  the  limits 
of  happiness  for  his  subjects  by  the  removal  of  other 
bars,  to  which  time  and  habit  had  given  their  sanction. 
Should  it  be  indispensable  to  save  the  force  of  this  law, 
we  would  propose  to  retain  the  expressions  in  this  arti- 
cle which  give  freedom  to  all  buyers  and  sellers;  but  that 
at  the  end  of  the  addition  before  agreed  to,  a  further  one 
should  be  made  in  this  form,  ^^nor  shall  this  article  dero- 
gate from  the  force  of  the  laws  of  the  city  of  Konigsberg 
which  forbid  traffic  between  foreigners  within  the  limits  of 
their  jurisdiction."  This  will  guard  against  monopoly  so 
much  of  the  field  of  commerce  as  is  not  already  occupied 
by  it.     We  wish  however  that  in  this  article  the  word 
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^ ^persons"  should  be  substituted  instead  of  the  ^'subjects 
or  citizens  of  that  other"  and  again  instead  of  ^Uhe  said 
subjects  or  citizens. " 

The  third  objection  to  this  article  is,  that  it  does  not 
extend  the  right  of  transportation  beyond  the  vessels  of 
the  two  countries.  It  was  thought  that  the  securing  this 
right  so  far,  was  making  a  valuable  step  towards  the 
freedom  of  intercourse.  A  right  would  remain  to  each 
party  of  refusing  that  privilege  to  vessels  foreign  to  both; 
a  right  which  probably  would  never  be  exercised,  but  in 
retaliation  on  any  particular  nation  adopting  that  narrow 
principle.  We  abandon  freely  the  reservation  in  its 
general  form  in  pursuit  of  an  object  so  valuable  to  man- 
kind, as  the  total  emancipation  of  commerce,  and  the 
bringing  together  all  nations  for  a  free  intercommunica- 
tion of  happiness,  and  agree,  after  the  words  "  in  their 
own,"  to  insert  "or  any  other,"  but  we  still  propose  it 
for  consideration,  whether  it  will  be  expedient  to  either 
party  to  disarm  itself  entirely  of  the  power  of  retaliating 
on  any  particular  nation,  which  may  restrain  the  loading 
of  vessels  to  articles,  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the 
country  to  which  they  belong.  Circumstances  may  be 
produced,  which  would  render  the  retaliation  essential  to 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  parties.  We  therefore 
propose,  after  the  words  "reserve  to  themselves  the 
right,"  in  the  amendment  before  agreed  to,  insert  these 
"  where  any  nation  restrains  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandize to  the  vessels  of  the  country  of  which  it  is  the 
growth  or  manufacture,  to  establish  against  such  nation 
retaliating  regulations,  and  also  the  right." 

This  fourth  article,  with  the  several  amendments  which 
we  have  proposed  or  agreed  to,  will  stand  thus :  More 


Mp^ially,  each  party  dhall  have  k  right  16  eany  their 
own  produce  m  their  own  or  any  other  Tesdeb,  to  any 
parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  other,  where  it  shall  b^ 
laitiul  for  all  persons  freely  to  purchase  them,  and  thence 
to  take  the  produce,  manufactures  and  merchandize  of 
the  other,  which  all  persons  shall  in  like  manner  be  fr^ 
to  sell  them,  paying  in  both  cases  such  duties,  charges 
and  fees  only  as  are  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  mo^  favored 
nation.  Neverthelegs,  the  King  of  Prusna  and  tht 
Vnited  Stdtei,  and  each  of  them,  reserves  to  theM- 
iehes  tht  right,  where  any  nation  restrains  the  irattspor" 
tation  of  merchandise  to  the  vesseb  of  the  country  of 
Hfhich  it  is  the  growth  of  manufacture,  to  establish 
against  such  nation  retaliating  regulations ;  and  also  tht 
right  to  prohibit,  in  their  respective  countries,  the  im* 
portation  and  exportation  of  all  merchandize  whatsoever, 
when  reasons  of  State  shall  require  it.  In  this  case  the 
snb/ects  or  citizens  of  tither  of  the  contracting  partiei, 
shall  not  import  or  eocport  the  merehmdize  prohibited 
by  the  other.  But  if  one  of  the  contracting  pdriitt 
permits  any  other  nation  to  import  or  txport  the  same 
merchandize,  the  citizens  or  mbfects  of  the  other  shall 
immediately  erydy  the  same  liberty,  nor  shall  this  artitit 
itrogatt  from  the  ktws  of  the  city  of  Konigsberg,  which 
forbid  traffic  between  foreigners,  within  the  limits  of 
their  jurisdiction. 

AsTicLe  V.  We  agree  that  the  5th  article  shall  stand 
in  the  form  proposed,  to  wit :  the  merchants,  commandei^ 
of  vessels,  or  other  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party 
shall  not,  withm  the  ports  or  jurisdiction  of  th^  other,  be 
forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  merchandize  Into  any  other 
vesseb,  nor  to  receive  them  into  their  owtt,  nor  waif  for 
their  bemg  loaded  longed  than  cTiey  pl^ai^e." 
Vol.  II. — 35 
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Article  viii.  Agreed  to  omit  the  words  *^  and  without 
being  obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges  or  fees,  whatso- 
ever, or  to  render  any  account  of  their  cargo ;"  and  to 
substitute  those  proposed,  to  wit :  '^  and  without  being 
obliged  to  render  any  account  of  their  cargo,  or  to  pay 
any  duties,  charges  or  fees,  whatsoever,  except  those 
established  for  vesseb  entered  mto  port,  and  appropriated 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  port  itself,  or  of  other  establish- 
ments for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  navigators,  which 
duties,  charges  and  fees,  <  shall  be  the  same,  and  shall  be 
ptid  on  the  same  footing  as  in  the  case  of  subjects,  or 
citixens  of  the  country  where  they  are  established. 

Article  ix.  We  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
adding  to  thb  article  these  words:  '*  the  ancient  and  bar- 
barous right  to  wrecks  of  the  sea,  shall  be  entirely  abol- 
ished with  respect  to  the  two  contracting  parties." 

Article  x.  By  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  copied 
in  thb  instance  from  those  of  England,  aliens  are  incapa- 
ble of  holding  real  estate.  When  an  estate  of  that  na- 
ture descends  to  an  alien,  it  passes  on  by  escheat  to  the 
State ;  the  policy  of  the  United  States  does  not  permit  the 
giving  to  the  subjects  of  any  other  power,  a  capacity  to 
hold  lands  within  their  limits,  which  was  proposed  by  the 
project  formerly  delivered  to  Mr.  Adams.  But  they  are 
perfectly  willing  to  relieve  such  persons  from  all  loss  on 
thb  account,  by  permitting  them  to  sell  the  mheritance 
and  withdraw  the  proceeds  without  any  detraction.  Again, 
though  with  them  it  is  a  fundamental  principle,  that  every 
man  has  a  natural  right  to  quit  the  country  in  which  either 
chance  or  choice  has  placed  him,  and  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  any  other  where  he  thinks  he  can  be  happier,  and 
the  laws  of  some  of  them  direct  the  particular  form  in 
which  it  b  to  be  done,  and  therefore  these  States  can  pass 
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no  la>¥  to  prevent  the  emigration  of  their  fellow-citizenSy 
yet  they  will  respect  the  principles  of  other  Governments 
where  the  practice  is  different.  We  consent^  therefore^ 
to  add  to  the  end  of  this  clause^  from  the  8th  of  the  pio- 
ject,  these  words:  ^^and  exempt  from  all  rights  of  de- 
traction on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  respective 
States ;  but  this  article  shall  not  derogate  in  any  manner 
from  the  force  of  the  laws  abeady  published^  or  hereafter 
to  be  published,  by  his  Majesty  the  Kbg  of  Prussia,  to 
prevent  the  emigration  of  his  subjects." 

Abticle  XII.  Agreed  to  omit  the  clause,  ^^  on  the 
other  hand,  enemy  vessels  shall  make  enemy  goods," 
and  to  the  end.  of  the  article,  and  to  leave  that  question 
undecided. 

Article  xiii.  The  stipulation,  ^^  to  pay  a  reasonable  * 
compensation  for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  occasion  to  the 
proprietors,"  is  not  so  determinate  as  to  save  the  necessi- 
ty of  a  future  arrangement.  It  was  thought  questionable 
whether  any  mode  which  might  now  be  thought  of,  might 
not,  by  a  change  of  circumstances  before  the  case  should 
arise,  become  incapable,  and  that  arrangements  would 
then  be  easily  and  amicably  taken  for  doing  justice  to  the 
individuals  interested.  We  are  ready,  however,  to  re- 
ceive a  proposition  for  defining  the  mode  at  this  time. 
We  agree  also  to  the  addition  proposed  to  this  clause,  to 
wit:  ^^but  in  the  case  supposed,  of  a  vessel  stopped  for 
articles  heretofore  deemed  contraband,  if  the  master  of 
the  vessel  stopped  will  deliver  out  the  goods  supposed  to 
be  of  contraband  nature,  he  shall  be  admitted  to  do  it, 
and  the  vessel  shall  not,  in  that  case,  be  carried  into  any 
port,  nor  further  detained,  but  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed 
on  her  voyage." 


Ajkticle  XIX.  A  clause  io  the  treaty  with  Frapcei  the 
filBt  the  United  States  ever  entered  intOy  renders  necessary 
the  exceptions  subjoined  to  this  article.    It  has  not  been 
repeated,  nor  is  proposed  to  be  repeated  in  any  subse- 
quent  treaty.    If  any  antecedent  treaties  would  require  a 
like  exception  on  the  part  of  his  Prussian  Majesty,  we 
shall  cheerfully  concur  in  its  insertion,  the  case  being 
either  particularly  speci6ed  or  generally  described.    The 
practice  of  carrying  prizes  into  nwtral  ports  and  there 
selling  them  is  admitted  by  the  usage  of  nations  and  can 
gi?e  offence  to  none,  who  have  not  guarded  against  it  by 
particular  c<mtract.    Were  the  clause  now  under  conside- 
Mion  to  be  so  changed,  as  to  exclude  the  prizes  made  on 
the  enemies  of  either,  bom  being  sold  in  the  the  ports  of 
the  other,  and  that  kind  of  stipulation  to  take  place  gene- 
rally, it  would  operate  very  injuriously  against  the  United 
States  in  cases,  wherein  it  is  not  preisumed  his  Majesty 
would  wish  it.     For  suppose  them  to  be  hereafter  in  war 
with  any  power  in  Europe,  their  enemy  though  excluded 
from  the  ports  of  every  other  State,  will  yet  have  their 
own  ports  at  hand,  into  which  they  may  carry  and  sell 
the  prizes  they  shall  make  on  the  United  States;  but  the 
United  States  under  a  like  general  exclusion,  having  no 
ports  of  their  own  in  Europe,  their  prizes  in  these  seas 
must  be  hazarded  across  the  ocean  to  seek  a  market  at 
home  ;  an  incumbrance  whk;h  would  cripple  all  their  ef- 
forts on  that  element,  and  give  to  their  enemies  great  ad- 
vantage over  them. 

Article  xxi.  Agreed  to  add  as  proposed  '^  but  by  the 
judicatures  of  tiie  place  into  which  the  prize  shall  be 
conducted. " 

Article  xxv.  Agreed  to  as  proposed,  '^  but  if  any 
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such  Consuls  shall  exercise  commerce,  they  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  same  laws  and  usages  to  which  the  private 
individuals  of  their  nation  are  submitted  in  the  same 
place. " 

Upon  the  whole  it  will  be  seen,  that  we  accommodate 
ourselves  to  thQ  amendments  proposed  to  the  2nd,  3rd, 
5tb,  8tb,  9tb,  10th,  12th,  13th,  21st,  and  25th  articles, 
that  we  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  4th  ar- 
ticle with  certain  qualifications,  and  we  cannot  but  hope 
that  the  4th  and  19tb  articles  so  amended  and  qualified 
may  be  permitted  to  stand. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


mOJf    9AR0N    D£    THULEMEIER   TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  February  11,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
The  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me 
in  the  month  of  January  without  date,  reached  me  a  few 
days  ago,  I  have  transmitted  to  the  King,  the  offer  to 
establisih  ;be  ports  of  Embden  and  Stettin  as  firee  ports, 
and  I  am  waiting  for  the  orders  of  his  Majesty,  which  or- 
ders when  received,  I  will  hasten  to  communicate  to  you. 
The  counter  project  also  which  follows  my  letter  of  Jan- 
uary 24th,  must  have  reached  you,  and  I  have  hopes  of 
seeing  the  work  which  has  been  the  object  of  our  mutual 
cares,  consolidated.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 
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FROM   BARON  DE  THULEJfEIER  TO  THE  COJfMMISSlOMKas. 

Translation. 

The  Hi«ue,  March  4,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
The  orders  of  the  King,  with  which  I  am  at  present 
fiimished,  have  enabled  me  to  answer  more  fully  the  last 
letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me,  and 
the  reception  of  which  I  have  advised  you,  by  my  letter 
of  February  11th.  His  Majesty  thinks  that  the  estab- 
fishing  of  one  or  two  free  ports  would  be  absolutely  use- 
less, agreeably  to  the  very  correct  remark  made  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  that  the  second  and  third  ar- 
ticles of  the  counter  project,  grant  to  both  nations  reci- 
procally, m  all  the  ports  where  they  wish  to  trade,  all 
the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  most  favored  nations. 
This  observation  has  put  an  end  to  the  question,  inas- 
much as  the  intentions  of  the  King,  are  in  no  way,  to 
limit  the  commerce  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
to  any  particular  ports.  In  case,  however,  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  free  port  should  appear  to  be  of  some 
utility,  it  might  be  complied  with  without  much  difficulty 
in  regard  to  Embden,  but  a  similar  concession  for  the 
port  of  Stettin  would  be  objected  to  for  several  reasons. 
The  letter  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  having  been  wrTtten 
before  the  receipt  of  the  observations  on  the  last  counter 
project,  accompanied  by  my  letter  of  January  24th  of 
the  present  year,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  any  further 
explanations  would  appear  useless.  I  flatter  myself, 
gentlemen,  that  the  first  letter  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  to  receive  from  you,  will  facilitate  the  means  of 
giving,  in  concert  with  you,  the  desired  stability,  to  the 
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negotiation  which  is  the  object  of  our  mutual  cares.  The 
success  of  this  transaction  will  answer  my  wishes  as  well 
as  the  common  interest  of  both  our  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


FROM   THE    pope's    NUNCIO   TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  December  15, 1785. 

Gendemen, 

I  have  made  known  to  my  Court,  the  proposal  con- 
tained in  the  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write 
the  22d  September  last,  his  Holiness,  considering  no  less ' 
the  convenience  of  your  proposition,  than  that  the  right 
of  tKe  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  maintained,  orders  me  to  declare 
to  you,  that  all  vessels  under  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  which  shall  enter  the  ports  of  Civitavecchia  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  Ancona  in  the  Adriatic,  shall  meet 
there  with  the  best  reception  that  can  be  desired  ;  pro- 
vided, that  the  vessels  and  property  of  the  subjects  of 
the  Holy  See,  shall,  reciprocally,  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner,  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  I  must  add 
to  this  declaration,  by  an  express  order  of  his  Holmess, 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  find,  in  the 
above  mentioned  ports  of  his  dominion,  a  person  ap- 
pointed to  give  them  every  assistance  which  they  may  want. 

I  am  happy  to  declare  to  you,  these  intentions  of  my 
Court,  which  cannot  but  be  agreeable  to  the  United 
States  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ARCHBISHOP  OF  SELUCIE. 
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FROM   JOHN   JAY    TO    THE    COMMISSI  ONERS. 

Office  for  Foreii^  Affairs,  > 

New  York»  January  14,  1785.  3 

Grentlemen, 

On  the  21st  ultimo  I  accepted  the  place  of  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Afiairs.  All  the  foreign  letters  which  had 
been  received  during  the  recess  of  Congress  were  then, 
and  are  still,  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  to  whom  they 
had  been  referred;  none  have  since  arrived. 

The  adjournment  from  Trenton  to  this  place,  necessarily 
occasioned  delay  in  business.  Congress  yesterday  made 
a  bouse,  and  I  expect  some  of  these  more  important  mea- 
sures will  soon  be  matured. 

By  the  next  opportunity,  I  flatter  myself  with  having 
the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  more  particularly.  Judges 
are  nominated,  and  will  doubtless  be  appointed,  to  decide 
the  interfering  claims  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York. 
Advices,  just  received,  give  reason  to  apprehend  an  attack 
of  the  Cherokees  on  Kentucky — a  settlement  which  in- 
creases with  a  degree  of  rapidity  scarcely  credible.  It  is 
mmored,  but  not  ascertained,  that  the  Spaniards  encour- 
age them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FOURTH  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  CONGRESS, 
ADDRESSED  TO  JOHN  JAY  SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. 

Paris,    March  18,  1785. 

Sir, 

We  received,  by  the  last  packet,  the  favor  of  your 
letter  of  January  14th,  in  which  we  have  the  agreeable 
information  of  your  having  accepted  the  appointment  of 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs.  Besides  the  general  in- 
terest we  feel  in  this  event,  as  members  of  the  Union 
which  is  to  be  availed  of  your  services,  we  are  particu- 
larly happy  that  a  channel  of  communication  is  opened 
for  us  with  Congress,  in  whose  justice  and  abilities  we  so 
perfectly  confide. 

In  our  letter  by  the  February  packet,  which  we  ad- 
dressed to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  we 
had  the  honor  of  transmitting  the  state  of  our  transac- 
tions intervening  between  the  date  of  that  and  of  our 
precedmg  letter.  We  now  beg  leave,  through  you,  to 
inform  them  of  our  progress  since  the  last  period. 

No.  1,  is  a  letter  from  the  Pope's  Nuncio  at  this  Court, 
which,  though  dated  at  this  place  the  1 5th  December, 
1784,  was  not  delivered  to  us  till  late  in  February,  we 
consider  it  as  definitive  of  our  commission  to  the  Holy 
See,  unless  new  mstructions  or  circumstances  should  ren- 
der a  fiirther  proceeding  under  it  proper. 

No.  2,  from  the  Charge  d'Afiiaires  of  Tuscany  here, 
came  also  to  hand  after  the  closing  of  our  letter  by  the 
last  packet. 

From  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  Prussian  Minister  at  the 
Hague,  we  have  received  the  enclosed   letter  No.  3, 
Vol.  II. — 36 
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covering  a  French  translation  of  the  draft  of  a  treaty 
which  we  had  proposed  through  him  to  the  Court  of 
Berlin,  as  formerly  reported  to  Congress,  with  observa- 
tions on  the  several  parts  of  it.  This  paper  is  numbered 
4,  and  has  been  answered  by  our  letter,  of  which  No.  5 
is  a  copy. 

We  have  also  received  from  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier, 
the  letters  No.  6  and  7,  in  answer  to  ours  (formerly  com- 
municated to  Congress)  on  the  subjects  of  the  free  ports 
within  the  territories  of  his  Sovereign. 

In  consequence  of  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Dumas,  praying  his  enquiries  and  mformation  as  to 
the  presents,  whether  periodical  or  occasional  made  by 
the  United  Netherlands  to  the  several  piratical  States ; 
he  has  favored  us  with  the  enclosed  authentic  informa- 
tion marked  No.  8.  We  learn  from  public  papers,  that 
the  Republic  of  Venice  pays  annually,  to  Tripoli,  a 
tribute  of  three  thousand  6ve  hundred  sequins.  From 
a  comparison  of  the  strength  of  this,  with  that  of  the 
other  piratical  States,  some  grounds  are  fumbhed  for 
conjecturing  what  is  paid  by  them  to  the  others,  when 
in  peace  with  them.  We  have  promises  of  some  fur- 
ther information  on  the  subject  of  these  tributes,  which 
the  envy  or  pride  of  nations  endeavors  to  cover  under 
mystery.  The  sum  of  them  will  serve  to  form  a  judg- 
ment of  the  contributions  which  will  be  required  from  us. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


Th6  fliequiii  of  Venice  ia  $2  40  cents. 
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FliOM  W.  CARMICHAEL  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Madrid,  February  27,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  delayed  writing  to  your  Excellency  in  expecta- 
tation  of  having  it  m  my  power  to  advise  you  that  the 
unfortunate  Mr.  Hartwell  would  be  entirely  extricated 
firom  the  situation,  to  which  however  as  you  will  see  by 
the  enclosed  papers,  his  imprudence  exposed  him. 
Much  about  the  time  I  received  your  letter  respecting  his 
confinement  at  Logrono,  one  written  to  me  fi-om  Bor- 
deaux gave  me  the  same  information,  I  immediately  wrote 
to  Bilboa  to  obtain  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  above- 
mentioned  gentleman,  but  not  receiving  in  course  of  post  ' 
an  answer  to  my  letters,  I  made  use  of  that  of  your  Ex- 
cellency, in  an  office  I  passed  to  his  Excellency  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanca  reclaiming  his  liberty  and  the  restitu- 
tion of  his  property,  the  annexed  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  the 
answer  thereto.  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  by  its 
contents,  that  some  time  must  elapse  owing  to  the  forms 
established  by  the  tribunal  of  the  inquisition,  before  the 
prisoner  could  receive  any  material  benefit  from  my  ap- 
plication, and  in  consequence,  although  I  frequently 
pressed  despatch  in  an  affair  which  affected  the  liberty  and 
interests  of  a  countryman,  I  did  not  receive  further  ad- 
vice firom  the  Minister  until  the  2nd  of  last  month,  No. 
2.  is  a  copy  of  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca's  letter  in 
the  interval  between  the  reception  of  the  abovementioned 
letters,  the  enclosed  No.  3  was  sent  me  without  signature 
by  a  person,  at  Bilboa  whom  I  know  to  be  connected 
with  Mr.  Hartwell.  On  receiving  the  answer  of  the 
Court  No.  2, 1  wrote  Mr.  Hartwell  to  know  what  I  could 
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do  further  for  his  service.  I  have  lately  received  a  letter 
firom  him  requesting  me  to  procure  him  entire  liberty.  The 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca  will  readily  grant  his  request  on 
condition,  that  he  will  leave  Spain;  the  condition  is  not  made 
by  the  Mmister,  but  by  the  Confessor  and  Inquisitor  Gener- 
al. The  altercation  which  the  case  of  Mr.  Hartwell  has  oc- 
casioned between  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  and  the  two 
latter,  will  give  a  great  shock  to  the  power  of  the  Inqui- 
sition, as  I  am  assured  that  the  tribunal  will  be  restricted 
in  future  from  passing  sentence  on  any  grandee  of  Spain, 
on  all  persons  employed  in  the  Councils,  in  the  army, 
navy,  &c.  or  on  any  foreigner  until  the  process  has  been 
submitted  to  his  Majesty,  that  is  to  his  Minister. 

In  the  month  of  November  I  received  advice  from  Ca- 
diz of  the  capture  of  an  American  vessel  by  a  corsair  of 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  I  was  also  informed  you  had 
been  applied  to  on  the  same  subject.  I  immediately  re- 
quested the  Charge  d' Afiaires  of  France,  agreeably  to  the 
8th  article  of  our  treaty,  to  write  to  the  Consul  of  his 
nation  to  employ  his  good  offices  to  procure  the  liberation 
of  the  vessel  and  crew  and  endeavor  to  induce  the  Em- 
peror to  suspend  further  hostilities  until  Congress  have 
time  to  take  such  measures  as  they  might  judge  proper, 
to  produce  a  good  understanding  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. I  also  prevailed  on  the  Ambassador  of  Holland, 
the  Minister  of  Sweden,  and  the  Charge  d'Affiures  of  Den- 
mark to  write  to  their  respective  Consuls  for  the  same 
purpose.  Finding  by  letters  I  received  from  the  seaports 
of  this  kingdom,  that  the  merchants  were  under  the 
greatest  apprehensions  for  vessels  expected  from  Ame- 
rica, I  took  occasion  tb  insinuate  to  the  Count  de  Flo- 
rida Blanca  how  agreeable  it  would  be  to  the  people  of 
America  to  learn  that  his  C.  M.  had  interposed  his  b- 
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terference  on  a  subject  of  such  importance  to  their  com- 
mercial interests,  that  not  being  authorized  I  could 
not  officially  request  it,  but  that  animated  by  a  sincere 
desire  to  promote  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries  I  could  not  let  slip  the  occasion  of  giving  his 
Excellency  an  opportunity  of  exerting  his  influence  with 
his  Majesty  to  render  a  service,  which  could  not  but  be 
productive  of  the  happiest  consequences.  That  Minis- 
ter, with  much  apparent  candor,  assured  me  of  hb  readi- 
ness to  serve  us  on  this  occasion,  but  seemed  to  think  it 
requisite  that  I  should  write  to  him  on  the  subject,  this  I 
did  and  No.  4  is  the  copy  of  his  answer.  The  enclosed 
copies  of  letters  which  I  have  received  from  Barbary 
will  show  your  Excelleney  the  situation  in  which  this  af- 
fair remains. 

I  lately  received  letters  from  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  con- 
taining a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Committee  of 
the  States,  and  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  Pollock  and 
others  at  the  Havanna,  complaming  of  the  cruelty  and 
injustice  of  the  Spanish  Government.  I  immediately 
laid  these  complaints  before  the  Minister  and  have  ob- 
tained orders  to  render  justice  to  the  parties  aggrieved. 

The  Governor  will  be  reprimanded  by  the  King's  di- 
rection, I  have  not  yet  received  these  assurances  in  writ- 
ing, but  have  been  promised  an  answer  to  my  office  in  time 
for  the  March  packet.  I  meant  to  have  written  more 
fully  to  your  Excellency,  but  as  the  person  to  whose  care 
I  commit  this,  is  only  waiting  for  my  letters,  I  must  con- 
clude with  praying  you  to  make  the  proper  compliments 
for  me  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson,  to  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  and  my  namesake,  and  believe  me  with 
much  respect  and  affection,  &c. 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 
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REPORT    OF    JOHN    ADAMS    TO    THE    OTHER    MINISTERS. 

Auteuil,  March  20, 1785. 

Gentlemen, 
According  to  your  desire,  I  went  early  this  morning  to 
Versailles,  and  finding  the  Count  De  Vergennes  unem- 
barrassed with  company,  and  only  attended  by  his  pri- 
vate Secretaries  ;  I  soon  obtauied  the  honor  of  a  confer- 
ence, in  which  I  told  him  that  my  colleagues  were  very 
sorry,  that  indisposition  necessarily  prevented  their  pay- 
ing their  respects  to  him  in  person,  and  obliged  them  to 
request  me  alone  to  wait  on  him  and  ask  his  advice  upon 
a  thorny  question  we  had  with  the  Barbary  powers.  He 
asked  what  it  was,  and  I  put  mto  his  hand  all  the  letters 
upon  the  subject,  in  French,  Spanish,  Italian  and  En- 
glish, all  of  which  he  read  very  attentively,  and  observed 
that  it  was  obvious  what  was  wanted,  and  what  had 
piqued  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  viz :  tliat  Congress 
had  not  written  to  him  nor  sent  him  a  Consul  with  the 
customary  presents,  for  that  he  was  the  most  interested 
man  in  the  world,  and  the  most  greedy  of  money.  He 
asked  whether  we  had  written  to  Congress,  and  obtained 
their  instructions  ?  I  answered,  that  we  had  full  powers 
to  treat  with  Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli  and  the 
rd^t,  but  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  go  there,  and 
that  we  had  not  a  power  of  substitution.  He  said  then, 
we  should  write  to  the  Emperor.  I  asked,  if  he  would 
do  us  the  favor  to  convey  a  letter  for  us  through  the 
French  Consul  ?  He  said,  he  could  not  do  this  himself, 
because  it  was  not  in  his  department,  but  if  we  would 
make  an  office  of  it,  he  would  communicate  it  to  the 
Marshal  De  Castries  and  return  us  his  answer. 
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I  told  him,  that  in  looking  over  the  treaties  between 
the  several  Christian  powers  and  the  Barbary  States, 
we  found  that  the  treaty  between  the  Crown  of  France 
and  Algiers,  of  the  25th  of  April,  1694,  was  expired  or 
near  expiring,  and  we  were  desirous  of  knowing  (if  the 
question  was  not  indiscreet)  whether  it  had  been  renew* 
ed.  He  smiled  upon  this,  and  said,  it  was  true  their 
treaty  was  upon  the  pomt  of  expiring,  but  he  could  not 
tell  me  whether  it  were  renewed,  as  it  was  not  in  his  de- 
partment, but  if  we  should  insert  this  inquiry  in  our 
office,  he  would  endeavor  to  obtain  the  Marshal  De  Cas- 
tries' answer. 

I  told  him,  that  in  order  to  lay  before  Congress  all  the 
information  we  could,  and  to  enable  them  to  judge  the 
better  what  other  orders  to  give  us,  or  what  other  course 
to  take,  we  had  obtained  authentic  information  from  Mr. 
Bisdom  and  Mr.  Vanderhope,  concerning  the  presents 
annually  given  by  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  that  we 
should  be  very  glad  to  know  (if  it  was  not  improper) 
what  was  the  annual  amount  of  the  presents  made  by  his 
Majesty  to  each  of  those  States,  and  in  what  articles 
they  consisted.  He  said,  the  King  never  sent  them  any 
naval  or  military  stores,  but  he  sent  them  glasses  and 
other  thmgs  of  value ;  but  that  as  it  was  not  in  his  de- 
partment, he  could  not  give  me  particular  information, 
but  that  we  might  put  this  into  our  office  with  the  other 
things. 

I  asked  if  there  was  not  a  considerable  trade  and  fre- 
quent intercourse  between  parts  of  this  Kingdom  and  the 
coast  of  Barbary.  He  said  there  was  from  Marseilles, 
and  the  other  ports  upon  the  Mediterranean,  but  he 
thought  if  we  had  presents  to  send,  it  would  be  more 
convenient  to  send  them  from  Cadiz. 
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I  then  asked  the]  favor  of  hb  advice,  whether,  in  our 
letter  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  we  should  leave  it  to 
his  option  to  send  a  Minister  to  treat  with  us  here,  or  to 
wait  until  we  could  write  to  Congress  and  to  recommend 
to  them  to  send  a  Consul.  He  said  he  would  by  no 
means  advise  us  to  invite  the  Emperor  to  send  a  Minbter 
here  to  treat  with  us,  because  we  must  maintain  him 
here  and  bear  all  the  expenses  of  his  voyages  and  jour- 
neys, which  would  be  much  more  costly  than  for  Con- 
gress to  send  a  Consul. 

But  the  Count  concluded  the  whole  conference  by 
observing,  that  every  thing  relative  to  thb  business  was 
out  of  hb  department,  and  that  we  must  state  to  him  in 
writing  all  we  desired  to  know,  or  to  have  done,  and  he 
would  convey  it  to  the  Minbter  of  Marine,  and  commu- 
nicate to  us  hb  answer,  and  that  we  might  depend  upon 
it,  that  whenever  we  thought  proper  to  make  any  office 
to  him,  it  should  be  carefully  attended  to. 

He  added  very  particular  inquiries  concerning  the 
health  of  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  I  an- 
swered to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  and  took  my  leave. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES. 

Pftssy,  March  28,  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  your  Excellency,  dated  August  28,  1778, 
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a  copy  of  your  Excellency's  answer,  dated  fi7th  Sep- 
tember,  1778,  and  a  copy  of  M.  de  Sartine's  letter  to 
your  Excellency,  of  the  21st  September,  1778,  all  rela- 
tive to  a  proposed  negotiation  with  the  States  of  Bar- 
bary.  Not  having  any  particular  authority  or  instructions 
from  Congress  at  that  time,  to  treat  with  those  States,  the 
Commissioners  desisted  from  any  further  pursuit  of  the 
negotiation,  until  Congress  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
deliberate  and  decide  upon  it.  We  are  now  able  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  that  we  have  received  from  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  special  full  powers 
to  treat  with  each  of  the  powers  of  Barbary,  Morocco, 
Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli,  and  the  rest,  and  we  have  lately 
received  authentic  information  that  one  of  those  powers 
at  least,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  has  commenced  hos- 
tilities agaitist  the  United  States,  by  the  capture  of  a  ves- 
sel belonging  to  Philadelphia,  by  one  of  his  frigates, 
which  has  spread  an  alarm  among  the  American  mer- 
chants and  mariners,  raised  the  price  of  insurance,  and 
made  it  necessary  for  us  to  do  all  in  our  power,  to  prevent 
the  further  progress  of  the  war,  as  well  as  to  procure  the 
liberation  of  our  countrymen  who  are  made  prisoners.  As 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  go  to  Morocco,  and  we  have  no 
power  of  substitution,  we  can  do  no  more  than  write  a 
letter  to  the  Emperor,  and  either  invite  him  to  send  a 
Minister,  or  authorize  his  Consul  in  France  to  treat  with 
us  here,  or  to  carry  on  the  negotiation  in  writing  at  this 
distance,  through  the  French  Consul  at  Morocco,  or  pro- 
pose to  him  to  wait  until  we  can  write  to  America,  and 
Congress  can  send  a  Consul  to  the  Emperor. 

We,  therefore,  request  the  honor  of  your  Excellency'! 
Vol.  u. — 37 
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adviee,  which  of  these  measures  is  the  most  eligible,  and 
whether  your  Excellency,  or  the  Minister  in  whose  de- 
partment it  is,  would  do  us  the  favor  to  transmit  a  letter 
firom  us  to  the  Emperor,  through  the  French  Consul. 

Looking  over  several  treaties  between  Christian  powers 
and  the  Barbery  States^  we  &nd  that  the  treaty  between 
the  Crown  of  France  and  Algiers,  of  April,  1684,  is  upon 
the  point  of  expiring ;  and  we  are  desirous  of  knowing, 
(if  it  is  not  improper  that  we  should  enquire,)  whether  this 
treaty  is  or  is  not  likely  to  be  renewed ;  because,  if  there 
is  a  probability  of  a  war,  Congress  would  probably  prefer 
joining  in  the  war,  rather  than  to  treat  .with  nations  who 
so  barbaipusly  and  inhumanly  commence  hostilities  against 
others,  who  have  done  them  no  injury. 

In  order  to  lay  before  Congress  all  the  information  ne- 
cessary to  enable  them  to  judge  what  is  best  for  them  to 
do,  we  have  obtained  from  Holland  a  certain  account  of 
the  presents  given  annually  and  occasionally  by  the  States 
General,  to  ihe  Barbary  powers,  and  have  taken  mea- 
sures, which  promise  success,  for  procuring  similar  intelli- 
gence from  other  Christian  States,  and,  if  there  is  np  im- 
propriety in  the  request,  we  should  desire  to  be  informed 
what  is  the  annual  amount  of  the  presents  given  by 
France  to  each  of  those  States^  and  in  what  articles 
they  usually  consist. 

We  have  the  further  honor  to  propose  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  his  Majesty's  good  offices  and  interpositicm 
may  be  employed  with  the  Eknperor,  in  order  to  provide, 
as  fully  as  possible,  for  the  convenience  and  safety  of 
those  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  their  vessels  and 
efiects,  who  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  in  captivity  in 
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Morocco,  accordiDg  to  the  tenor  of  the  eighth  article  of 

the  treaty  of  commerce. 
With  the  highest  respect,  be. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


[The  three  following  papers,  alluded  to  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  preceding  letter,  are  inserted  here,  because 
they  serve  to  shew  in  one  point  of  view  all  the  transac- 
tions respecting  the  Barbary  powers,  and  because  they 
were  made  use  of  on  the  present  occasion,  as  the  basis 
for  re^commencing  a  correspondence  on  the  subject,  with 
the  Court  of  Versailles.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissionen  of  the 
United  Statet  of  America  to  M.  le  Comte  De  Vet- 
gennei,  dated 

Pftssy,  August  28,  1778. 

*^  By  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  his 
Majesty  has  engaged  to  employ  his  good  offices  and  b- 
terposition  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  the  regen- 
cies of  Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli  and  the  other  powers  on 
the  coast  of  Barbary,  in  order  to  provide,  as  fully  as 
possible,  for  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States,  and  their  vessels  and  effects, 
against  all  violence,  insults,  attacks  or  depredations  on 
the  part  of  the  said  Princes  and  States  of  Barbary  and 
their  subjects. 

We  have  received  information  that  there  are  already 
American  vessels  in  Italy,  desirous  of  returning  home, 
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tod  that  there  are  merchants  io  Italy,  desirous  of  enter* 
ing  into  the  American  trade,  but  that  an  apprehension  of 
danger  from  the  corsairs  of  Barbary  is  a  discouragement. 
We,  therefore,  request  your  Excellency's  attention  to 
this  case,  and  such  assistance  from  his  Majesty's  good 
offices,  as  was  intended  by  the  treaty." 


FROM  COUNT  DK  VERGENNE8  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Venaillea,  September  27, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 
In  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to 
to  me  the  20th  of  last  month,  you  recall  the  promise 
which  the  King  made  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  friendship  and  commerce,  signed  the  6th  February 
last,  to  employ  his  good  offices  with  the  Regencies  of 
Barbary,  to  procure  for  the  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
every  security  in  the  Mediterranean  for  their  commerce 
and  navigation.     I  have  communicated  your  request  to 
M.  de  Sartine,  to  whose  department  this  subject  belongs, 
and  you  will  find  by  this  Minister's  answer,  a  copy  of 
which  you  have  enclosed,  that  he  thinks  it  well  founded. 
But  before  the  orders  of  the  King  are  taken  in  this  re- 
spect, he  requires  several  eclaircissements. 

I  request  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  address  them  to  me, 
and  to  be  beforehand  assured  that  the  King  will  very 
willingly  do  whatever  is  in  his  power,  to  satisfy  the 
United  States,  and  to  render  their  wishes  approved  of  by 
the  Princes  of  Barbary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

DE  VERGENNES. 
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FBOM    M.   DB  SARTINE  TO  M.  THE  COUNT  DE  VEROENWES^ 

Translation. 

Venailles  September  21, 1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  to  me  the  5th  of  this  month  to  inform  me  of  the 
commission  which  the  deputies  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America  have  given  you  for  the  purpose  of  engag- 
ing the*King  to  take  the  necessary  measures  with  the  Re- 
gencies of  Barbary,  to  fulfil  the  engagements  which  he 
has  made  in  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  Fe- 
bruary of  this  year.  I  have  examined  this  article  and 
find  that  the  King  has  promised  to  employ  his  good  offi- 
ces with  the  King  of  Morocco  and  the  Princes  of  Bar- 
bary;  to  provide  as  extensively  as  possible  for  the  advan- 
tage, convenience  and  security  of  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States  and  their  vessels  and  cargoes  against  all 
violence,  insult,  attack  or  depredation  from  the  Barbarian 
Princes  and  their  subjects. 

After  these  engagements  it  seems  to  me  proper  to  think 
of  the  means  to  realize  them,  notwithstanding  all  the  dif- 
ficulties which  appear  to  be  in  the  way.  But  before  the 
plan  we  may  adopt  is  presented  to  the  King,  it  appears 
necessary  to  be  assured  of  the  true  inclinations  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America  and  those  steps  they  de- 
sire to  be  taken  on  the  part  of  France. 

Are  the  United  States  of  America  determined  to  con- 
clude treaties  with  the  Princes  of  Barbary,  or  do  they  on- 
ly wish  that  we  should  employ  our  good  offices  to  make 
their  flag  respected  by  the  powers  of  Africa?  This 
last  matter  we  can  never  obtain,  or  if  by  chance  we 
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should  procure  from  some  of  them  the  privilege  of  trade 
for  the  United  States,  their  permission  would  be  but  de- 
ceitfiil,  momentary  and  very  precarious,  and  it  would  un- 
doubtedly expose  us  without  being  of  the  least  service  to 
the  subjects  of  the  United  States.  The  Algerines  par- 
ticularly would  never  respect  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  without  they  received  considerable  advantages. 
You  know  too  well,  sir,  the  character  of  the  barbarians 
and  the  policy  of  their  Government,  not  to  see  the  inu- 
tility and  dangerous  consequences  of  such  an  overture. 

It  would  be  less  difficult  perhaps  to  engage  them  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  and  to  conclude  treaties  with  this  new 
power.  It  is  necessary  first  to  know  what  may  be  the 
instructions  of  the  deputies  of  Congress,  and  whether 
they  are  authorized  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
Princes  of  Africa,  through  the  interposition  of  France. 
If  Congress  has  this  design,  I  can  then  take  the  orders 
of  the  King  to  give  his  deputies  instructions  how  to  enter 
upon  a  negotiation  with  the  Sovereigns  of  Barbary,  and 
we,  sir,  can  concert  measures  that  may  be  effectually 
employed  to  obtain  the  end  proposed,  without  hazarding 
our  own  interests  for  those  of  the  United  States.  This 
negotiation  will  be  long  and  difficult,  but  I  will  neglect 
nothing  to  secure  its  success,  if  the  Congress  is  deter- 
mined on  it,  and  you  think  that  the  ^'King  is  engaged  to 
favor  it."     I  shall  wait  your  answer  before  I  make  any 

overture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

SARTINE. 
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FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNEB  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Venaines,  April  38,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 
I  have  communicated  to  M.  Marshal  de  Castries,  all 
the  papers  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me  respecting  the  Barbary  Regencies,  and  I  cannot  do 
better  than  send  you  a  copy  herewith  of  the  answers, 
which  this  Minister  made  to  me  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor,  gentlemen,  to  be,  &c. 

DE  VEROENNES. 


COPT  OF  THE  LETTER  FROM  M.  MARSHAL  DE  CASTRIES 
TO  THE  COUNT  DE  VEROENNES  AT  VERSAILLES. 

Translation. 

April  24,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  the  21st  inst.  and  the  different  pieces  which  ac- 
companied it. 

I  have  perused  them  with  attention,  and  I  hasten  to  let 
you  know,  as  you  desire,  my  opinions  on  the  questions 
proposed  by  the  American  Ministers. 

I  begin  by  informing  you,  that  about  three  weeks  since 
they  have  been  iumished  with  extensive  instructions  of 
the  contributions  and  presents  of  the  Christian  powers, 
and  of  the  value  and  species  of  those  which  France  has 
made  them  for  purposes  of  State.  It  remains  for  Con- 
gress to  judge  whether  a  good  understanding  with  the 
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Barbarians  is  worth  the  sacrifice,  without  which  it  will  be 
superfluous  to  pretend  to  it.  Should  they  happen  to  ob- 
tain it  iicom  the  King  of  Morocco  and  the  Regency  of 
Algiers,  Tunis  and  Tripoli  would  easily  follow  their  ex- 
ample, and  certainly  at  less  expense. 

The  particular  afiair  which  they  have  had  with  Moroc- 
co, seems  to  invite  them  to  begin  with  that  power,  and  of 
the  three  modes  which  they  propose,  I  only  think  the  last 
advisable. 

The  King  of  Morocco  supports  no  authorized  Consul 
in  France ;  and  besides  his  pretensions  to  being  sought 
after,  I  doubt  whether  he  would  consent  to  send  a  Minis- 
ter to  meet  those  of  the  United  States ;  th'is  proceeding 
would  be  inefficjacious,  and  the  agent  would  not  have  suf- 
ficient power  to  conclude  a  treaty  or  a  solid  arrangement. 
The  same  would  be  the  consequence  of  a  negotiation 
carried  oi^  by  writing.  It  remains  then  to  propose  to  the 
King  of  Morocco  to  wait  until  they  can  have  advised 
Congress  to  send  him  a  Consul.  I  will  willingly  charge 
myself  with  the  care  of  forwarding  their  letter  to  this 
Prmce,  and  the  officer  of  the  King  shall  have  orders  to 
render  every  service  in  his  power  to  the  American  prison- 
ers, until  the  negotiation  shall  actually  be  set  on  foot. 
Whenever  the  thirteen  United  States  shall  have  entered 
thereon,  they  may  rely  on.the  interposition  and  assistance 
of  his  Majesty's  Consul.  I  see,  with  pleasure,  that  they 
have  already  procured  those  of  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
whose  powerful  influence  will  be  infinitely  useful  to  them. 

When  our  treaty  with  Algiers  shall  expire,  we  shall 
desire  to  renew  it,  and  even  may  flatter  ourselves  to  be 
able  to  do  it  without  any  difficulty.  But  should  any 
occur  that  must  be  surmounted,  the  King  is  accustomed 
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to  use  no  foreign  interventions  to  establish  or  preserve  the 
good  understanding,  which  it  suits  him  to  maintain  with 
the  Barbaiy  powers. 

As  to  the  rest,  sir,  you  can  assure  the  American  Minis- 
ters, that  they  will  always  &nd  the  Kbg  inclined  to  &yor 
their  negotiations  with  these  States ;  and  on  all  occaaons 
to  assist  them  with  his  cares  and  offices,  which  he  would 
render  them  though  he  were  not  engaged  by  the  conven- 
tion they  claim.  But  at  the  same  time,  it  is  necessary 
that  they  adopt  measures  of  similar  execution. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  I  have  precisely  answered  all  the 
points  of  the  letter  which  Messrs.  Adams,  Franklin  and 
Jefferson,  have  written  to  you,  and  to  every  thing  essen- 
tial contained  in  the  pieces  which  accompanied  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  originals,  &c. 

DE  CASTRIES. 


FROM   THE    DUKE    OF    DORSET   TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Paria,  March  26,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
Having  communicated  to  my  Court  the  readiness  you 
expressed  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the  9th  of  December, 
to  remove  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  upon 
such  points  as  may  materially  concern  the  interests,  both 
political  and  commercial,  of  Great  Britain  and  America, 
and  having  at  the  same  time  represented  that  you  de- 
clared yourselves  to  be  fiilly  authorized  and  empowered 
to  negotiate,  I  have  been,  in  answer  thereto,  instructed 
to  learn  from  you,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  real  nature  of 
the  powers  with  which  you  are  invested,  whether  you 
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are  merely  commiflsioiied  by  Coagiess,  or  whether  you 
hftve  received  separate  powers  from  the  respective  States. 
A  committee  of  North  American  merchants  have  waited 
upon  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign 
affiurs,  to  express  how  anxiously  they  wished  to  be  in- 
formed upon  this  subject,  repeated  experience  havmg 
taught  them  in  particular,  as  well  as  the  public  in  gene- 
ral,  how  little  the  authority  of  Congress  could  avail  in 
any  respect,  where  the  interests  of  any  one  individual 
State  was  even  concerned,  and  particularly  so,  where  the 
concerns  of  that  particular  State  might  be  supposed  to 
militate  against  such  resdudons  as  CcHigress  might  think 
proper  to  adopt. 

The  apparent  determination  of  the  respective  States 
to  regulate  their  own  separate  interests,  renders  it  abso- 
lutely necessary,  towards  forming  a  permanent  system  of 
commerce,  that  my  Court  should  be  informed  how  far 
the  Commissioners  can  be  duly  authorized  to  enter  into 
any  engagements  with  Great  Britain,  which  it  may  not 
be  in  the  power  of  any  one  of  the  States  to  render 
totally  fruitless  and  ineffectual. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DORSET. 


FROM   THE   COMMISSIONERS    TO   THE   DUKE   OF   DORSET. 

Pasty,  netf  Ftam,  May  16,  1785. 

My  Lord  Duke, 
We  received  in  due  time  the  letter  which  your  Grace 
did  us  the  honor  to  write  us  on  the  26th  day  of  March 
last,  and  have  delayed  the  acknowledgment  of  it,  in  ex- 
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pectation  of  the  arrival  of  the  packets^  by  which  we 
helped  for  further  instructions  fixxn  Congress. 

We  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  Grace,  that 
Congress,  on  the  24th  day  of  February  last,  appointed 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  reside  at  the  Court  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  who  proposes  to  proceed  to  London 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks ;  which  makes  a 
more  particular  answer  unnecessary. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKUN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FIFTH  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  CONORESS, 
ADDRESSED  TO  JOHN  JAT  SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. 

Paris»  April  13, 1785. 

Sir, 

Our  letter  to  you  the  18th  day  of  March  with  those 
preceding,  which  we  had  addressed  to  the  President  of 
Congress  have  conveyed  exact  details  of  our  transactidns 
till  that  time.  Since  the  making  of  that  despatch  the 
following  proceedings  have  taken  place. 

The  letter  No.  1  jfrom  Mr.  Carmichael  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin dated  February  27th,  1784,  (mstead  of  1785)  will 
apprize  you  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  Mr.  Hartwell's 
regaining  his  liberty  and  property,  though  not  without 
some  delay  and  probably  some  loss. 

The  same  letter  will  inform  you  of  Mr.  Carmichael's 
proceedings  m  the  case  of  the  brig  Betsey  taken  by  the 
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Empeior  of  Morocco,  and  the  papers  which  accompanied 
that  letter  mariced  No.  1,  a,  b,  c,  d^  e,  f,  g,  will  show 
the  process  in  that  business  to  the  15th  of  January  last, 
and  a  subsequent  communication  fix)m  Mr.  Carmichael, 
marked  No.  2,  being  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Florida 
Bknca  to  him,  dated  March  16th,  1785,  will  show  its 
situation  at  that  time. 

With  this  last  Mr.  Carmichael  also  sent  us  the  papers 
No.  3,  a  and  b,  the  first  being  a  letter  from  a  spy  employ- 
ed by  the  Spanish  Court,  a  holy  father  of  the  order  of  Re- 
demption of  Captives,  and  the  second  a  statement  made 
out  by  the  Algerines  fix>m  February  1st,  1777,  to  Sep- 
tember 8th,  1783,  the  revolution  it  underwent  during  that 
period,  the  number  of  cruisEers  they  made,  prizes  they 
took,  and  the  nations  from  whom  taken.  While  these 
^ve  a  smaller  idea  than  had  been  entertained  of  this  the 
most  formidable  of  the  piratical  States,  the  following  pa- 
pers marked  No.  4,  a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f,  g,  h,i,  j,  k,  1,  m,  n, 
o,  p,  q,  will  show  that  the  price  of  their  peace  is  higher 
than  the  information  heretofore  communicated  had  given 
us  reascm  to  expect.  The  paper  No.  4,  a,  is  a  letter 
from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  whose  means  of  ac- 
cess to  the  depositories  of  this  species  of  information  and 
his  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  intelligence  it  contained  as  well  as  for  the 
report  No.  4,  b,  and  the  details,  No.  4,  c,  d,  e,  f,  g,  h,  i, 
j,  k,  1,  m,  n,  o,  p,  q,  from  these  it  will  appear  that 
powers  which  like  France  and  England  can  combine  the 
the  terror  of  a  great  naval  force,  with  the  persuasive  of 
pecuniary  tribute,  yet  give  occasionaUy  as  far  as  15,000 
guineas  to  Morocco,  which  holds  but  the  second  rank 
amongst  these  States.    This  information  is  still  very  in- 
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complete  giving  only  a  view  of  detached  parts  of  the 
transactions  between  the  European  and  African  powers, 
it  will  contribute  however  with  what  we  have  formerly 
laid  before  Congress,  to  enable  them  to  form  some  esti- 
mate of  what  will  be  I'equired  from  a  people  possessing 
so  weak  a  navy  and  so  rich  a  commerce  as  we  do.    These 
rovers  will  calculate  the  worth  of  the  prizes  they  may 
expect  to  take  from  us  m  the  Mediterranean  and  in  the 
Atlantic,  and  making  some  allowance  for  the  expense 
and  losses  they  will  incur  in  these  enterprizes,  they  will 
adjust  their  demand  by  the  result,  regarding  little  the  re- 
presentations we  may  make  of  our  poverty.     They  count 
highly  too  among  the  motives  which  will  induce  us  to 
give  a  good  price,  the  horrors  we  feel  on  the  idea  of  our 
countrymen  being  reduced  to  slavery  by  them»     Some 
of  the  European  merchants  and  perhaps  Consuls  resident 
with  them  will,  probably,  not  be  backward  in  supply- 
ing their  want  of  knowledge  as  to  the  extent  and  nature 
of  our  commerce  and  the  degree  of  protection  we  are 
able  to  affi)rd  it.     We  have  been  many  days  in  expec- 
tation of  the  arrival  of  the  French  packet  which  should 
have  sailed  from  New  York  the  middle   of  February, 
having  been  informed  that  as  early  as  December  Congress 
had  referred  sundry  foreign  afiairs  to  the  consideration 
of  a  committee,  and  that  the  packet  arrived  at  New  Yoric 
January  17,  which  con veyed  our  letter  of  November  with 
a  detail  of  the  situation  in  which  their  business  was  on 
this  side  the  Atlantic,  we  hope  that  the  packet  sailing  a 
month  afterwards,  and  now  expected  here,  will  bring  us 
further  instructions.     In  the  meantime,  the  situation  of 
our  trade  rendered  it  necessary  to  admit  as  little  delay  as 
possible    with   the    Barbary    powers.     We,    therefore, 
thought  it  best  to  put  that  business  into  train ;  for  this 
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purpose  we  resumed  a  correspondence,  which  had  form- 
erly taken  place  between  the  American  Commissioners 
and  this  Court,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  given  in 
the  papers  marked  No.  5,  a,  b,  be.  the  want  of  money 
and  of  powers  had  discontinued  this  correspondence. 
We  thought  it  a  proper  ground,  however,  whereon  to 
found  applicadons  to  this  Court,  for  their  aid  in  the  trea- 
ties which  may  now  be  proposed.  Mr.  Adams  accord- 
ingly waited  on  the  Count  De  Vergennes,  with  copies  of 
that  correspondence  (his  colleagues  being  prevented  by 
indisposition  fix>m  accompanying  him  on  that  occasion) 
No.  5  is  his  report  of  what  passed,  and  No.  5,  a,  e,  copy 
of  the  letter  we  addressed  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
according  to  his  desire.  To  this  no  answer  has  as  yet 
been  received.  We  propose  to  make  no  actual  over- 
tures to  the  Barbary  States,  till  the  arrival  of  the  packet 
now  expected,  which  we  suppose  will  convey  us  the  ulti- 
mate will  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

A  similar  expectation  of  new  information  and  instruc- 
tions from  Congress  as  to  our  afl^rs  with  the  British 
Court,  suspend,  till  the  arrival  of  this  packet,  our  taking 
any  measures  in  consequence  of  the  enclosed  letter.  No. 
6,  fix)m  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  the  British  Ambassador  at 
this  Court,  that  their  definitive  answer  must  be  required 
as  to  the  articles  in  our  instructions,  distmct  from  the 
treaty  of  commerce  admits  of  no  question,  but  as  to  the 
doubts  they  pretend,  and  the  mformation  they  ask,  with 
respect  to  the  powers  of  Congress,  we  do  not  decide 
what  we  shall  say  or  do  till  we  see  whether  we  receive 
by  this  conveyance  any  new  instructions. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

B.  FRANKUN. 

THOS.  JEFFERSOIt 
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rROM   M.  FAVI    TO   THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  August  26,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 

The  project  of  a  treaty,  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  afldress  to  me,  in  the  month  of  last  December,  and 
which  you  proposed  to  his  Royal  Highness,  my  Lord  the 
Archduke,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  my  master,  was  too 
conformable  to  his  principles  not  to  be  acceded  to. 

This  Prince,  after  having  had  it  under  his  considera- 
Uotky  has  determined  to  accept  it ;  and  it  is  by  his  order, 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  the  accom- 
panying  translation.  There  are  some  amendments,  which 
do  not  change  the  substance  of  the  convention ;  but 
which  local  circumstances,  and  the  regulations  of  the 
country,  which  all  nations  must  respect,  render  indispen- 
sable, you  will  see,  gentlemen,  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  will  be  treated  in  every  case 
at  Leghorn,  as  the  most  favored  nation,  and  that  they 
will  consequently  enjoy  all  the  advantages  which  are 
granted  to  others.  We  ask  the  same  conditions  and  re- 
ciprocity for  Tuscany.  Thus  a  basis  of  a  treaty  could 
not  be  adopted  on  a  more  perfect  equality  than  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

FAVL 
Charge  d'Afiaires  of  Tuscany. 
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FROM    BARON   THULEMEIER   TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  May  3,  1785. 

GenUemen, 

The  orders  of  the  King,  whioh  I  have  just  received, 
enable  me  to  give  you  the  explanations  you  requirlll  of 
me  in  the  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write, 
bearing  date  March  14th  of  the  present  year.  His  Ma- 
jesty approves  the  19th  article  as  it  was  last  drawn  up  : 
*^  That  armed  vesseb  of  either  of  the  two  nations,  will 
be  allowed  to  enter,  with  the  prizes  taken  fix)m  their 
enemies,  into  the  ports  of  the  other,  to  depart  freely  or 
sell  them  there." 

He  flatters  himself  that  the  United  States  will  appre- 
ciate this  condescension,  and  will  perceive  the  desire  of 
his  Majesty  to  give  them  proofs  of  friendship,  inasmuch 
as  he  does  not  equip  cruizing  vessels,  and  that  conse- 
quently his  subjects  are  not  enabled  to  make  prizes  at 
sea. 

His  Majesty  is  also  willing  to  let  the  clause  added  to 
the  19th  article,  remain:  '^that  no  vessels  which  shall 
have  made  prizes  on  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  shall  find  an  asylum  in  the  ports  or  havens  of  the 
United  States." 

His  Majesty  consents  also  that  the  4th  article  may  be 
drawn  up  as  it  is  proposed  to  me  by  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries, in  the  letter  abovementioned,  except  that  the 
words  subjects  and  citizens,  which  are  found  in  the  coun- 
ter-project, may  be  restored  in  lieu  of  the  words  persons 
or  of  each  and  every  one,  and  that  the  following  passage 
will  be  omitted :  ^^  that  the  present  article  shall  not  work 
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to  the  disadvantage  of  the  laws  of  the  chy  oC  Konigsberg, 
which  prohibit  tcomroerce  betweeti  foreigners  within  its 
jurisdiction  f  the  transit  duty  of  the  city  of  Konigsber^g, 
having  only  be^  quoted  to  illustrate  and  to  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  general  clause  of  the  2d  and  3d  articles,  it 
bang)  nevertheless,  submitted  to  the  laws  and  usages 
established  there. 

I  congratulate  mjrself,  gentlemen,  that  I  may  consMer 
the  negotiation  for  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  ti:eat 
with  you,  as  nearly  ended.  Hie  United  States  of  Ame* 
rica  will  certainly  consider  the  readiness  with  which  the 
King  has  }rielded  to  the  difl^ent  alterations  of  the  pro- 
jected treaty  of  commerce,  as  an  additional  motive  to  pro^ 
tect  and  favor  the  trade  and  ties  which  the  subjects  of  hie 
Majesty  may  form  with  the  citizens  of  the  Republic. 

It  only  remains  with  me,  gentlemen,  to  submit  to  yoa 

whethOT  it  would  not  be  proper  to  cause  the  treaty  to  be* 

traoBcribed,  so  that  af^er  being  signed  by  us,  it  may  be» 

exchanged  with  the  usual  forms,  according  to  our  powers* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


rwm  THE  coMinssioNeRs  to  baron  tvLTnj[int,vt9t. 

Passy,  VUy  36,  1785. 
Sir, 

We  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  of  writing 
to  us  the  3d  inst.  and  are  happy  to  find  that  all  points  of 
the  proposed  treaty  being,  through  the  Kmg's  goodness 
and  condescension,  now  agreed,  nothing  remains  but  to 
transcribe  it  fairly,  and  to  sign  and  exchange  the  copies 
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aocoidiug  to  our  powers  and  the  usual  forms.  But  the 
signature  of  at  least  two  of  our  number  bebg  necessary, 
and  Mr.  Adams  being  called  away  by  his  mission  to  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  another  of  us  rendered 
unable,  by  age  and  a  painful  malady,  to  perform  a  land 
journey,  there  is  a  difficulty  in  meetmg  with  your  Excel- 
lency for  the  purpose,  either  at  any  intermediate  place, 
or  at  that  of  your  residence,  (which  in  respect  to  the 
King  we  might  otherwise  willingly  do,)  we,  therefore, 
propose  it  for  your  consideration,  whether,  though  not 
usual,  the  act  would  not  be  equally  valid  if,  in  case  it 
should  not  suit  you  to  come  to  Paris,  (where  however  we 
should  be  glad  to  sea  you,)  we  were  to  sign  separately 
the  instruments,  dating  our  respective  signatures  with  time 
and  place,  and  exchanging  them  by  some  confidential 
person  who  might  deliver  to  you  that  which  shall  be  sign- 
ed by  us,  to  be  there  signed  and  kept  by  you,  and  receive 
that  signed  by  you,  which  we  can  afterwards  sign  here. 
We  request  your  opinion  and  determination,  and  are,  with 
great  respect,  sir,  he. 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.  We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  as  we  understand  it  to  be  settled,  and  to  propose 
that  the  blank  in  the  last  article  for  its  continuance,  shall 
be  filled  up  with  the  number  ten. 
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FBOM  BARON   DK   THULEMEIBR  TO  THE    COMinSSIOlfERS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  June  17,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 

I  received  on  the  4th  instant,  the  letter  you  have  hon- 
ofed  me  with,  bearing  date  May  d6th ;  my  first  dkite 
has  been  to  cause  the  annexed  treaty,  to  be  translated 
into  the  English  language,  and  to  transmit  it  to  my  Court. 
The  Kmg  will  certainly  learn  with  much  satisfaction, 
that  the  negotiation  which  has  been  cpnfided  to  us,  has 
reached  such  a  point,  that  there  is  nothing  left  to  be 
done,  but  to  cause  the  treaty  to  be  engrossed  in  the 
usual  form.  If  you  are  willing,  gentlemen,  the  ex- 
change which  you  propose  to  be  made  by  a  confidential 
person,  might,  in  consideration  of  the  distance  between 
your  actual  residence  and  that  of  Mr.  Adams  and  mine, 
be  made,  at  the  Hague,  by  Mr.  Dumas,  Charg^  d' Af- 
faires of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  have  communicated  this  to  the  King,  and  have  be- 
sides this  informed  His  Majesty,  that  you  proposed, 
gentlemen,  to  fix  the  duration  of  the  treaty  to  the  term 
of  ten  years.  I  anticipate  for  your  country  and  mine, 
many  lasting  advantages,  from  these  new  commercial 
ties,  established  on  the  basis  of  reciprocal  duties  and  per- 
fect equality.  I  should  have  desired  to  be  able  to  assure 
you  verbally,  that  I  never  will  cease  to  be,  with  senti- 
ments of  high  consideration,  be. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


\ 


|lg     J.  Ansmt  Hi  wwamM.  t«  juvbuon. 

UWfU.  aXPOAT  T<^  CONQRKftS,  ADBBXSSKD  TO  JOHH  AkX 
8ECBSTAKT  FOE  FORUCfN  AFFAIRS. 

Pifii»  May  11»  1785. 
Sir, 

Our  last  letter  to  you  was  datisd  April  13th,  1785^  and 
want  by*  the  packet  of  thet  mouth  ftom  L'Orient.  Sinea 
that  date  the  letter,  No.  1»  a,  directed  to  Dr.  FrankUB, 
uidiosiiig  those  roaricisd  No,  1,  b,  be  and  also  the  pa^^ 
No*  i%  have  coins  te-  band,  these,  relate  to  supplies  finv 
iMked  by  Mr.  Hacrison  to  the  crsw  of  the  sUp  Betsf* 
taken  by  the  Empeior  of  Morocco^  on  whiefa  subjeei 
Coogresa  wUl  be  pleased  to  make  knaira  their*  pleasure 
ta  Mc«  Haoriaoa  or  Mr«  Caraiicbael,  they  relate  further 
tQ  the  gj^oeral  %Sbks  of  the  Barbery  Suues,  a  letter  fiom* 
the  Marshal  de  Castries,  forwarded  to  us  by  the  Cottnt 
de  Veigeniies,  as  mariced  Na  3,  a,  b,  will  shew  tha 
ppkiion  of  dsat  Mimster,,  on  the  best  oiethod  of  eoaduct- 
ing  a  treaty  with  those  States,,  as  we  ai»  yet  uninstiucted^ 
from  what  sources  lo  call  for  the  moneys  necessary  for 
conducting  and  concluding  treaties  with  them,,  and  oa 
stiep  can  be.  takea  without,  cash,  in  hand  i  we  wait  orders^ 
001  this  subject,,  and  in  the  meantime  wish  to- keep  me^ 
ters  with  the  Ejnperor  of  Morocco,  sueipendedt  in  thaif 
pi^esent  staxe»  The.  atjbeolioa  of  Congress  will  havot 
been  called  to  this  cimumslaiiAe  by  omr  letter  of  Noveoic*^ 
ber  11  th^  and  several  letteris  subsequent  tor  thai  date. 

As  it  is  always  well  to  know  thei  dispositions;  of  ows 
neighboi^s,  we:  endose  the  letter  No.  4,  from  a  refugee 
of  Louisiana  to  Dr.  Franklin.  It  contains,  moreover, 
a  proposition  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
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No.  &»  a,  and  b,  are  a  counter  project,  wttli  a  letter 
corering  it,  from  the  Cbarg6  d'Affiiires  of  TViscaaj,  at 
this  Court,  as  some  of  the  alterations  of  our  draft,  which 
the  counter  project  proposes,  requires  explanations,  these 
have  beea  desured  and  obtained  in  verbal  conferences 
with  M.  Favi.  In  consequence  of  these,  we  shall  im- 
mediately communicate  to  him  in  writing,  our  dispon- 
tions  on  the  several  parts  of  it. 

The  letter  No.  6,  from  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  re- 
ceived the  9th  instant,  contains  the  decisions  of  the  King 
of  Prussia,  on  our  last  propositions. .  We  shall  close 
with  him  on  the  ground  established  in  the  several  papers 
frtiieh  have  passed  between  tis,  and  take  immediaCo 
measures  for  putting  the  last  hand  to  this  treaty. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


riUHf  T»C    CO]f]IISSIOIfER9   TO   M.  FAVI. 

Pusy,  June  8,  1785. 
Sir, 
We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  our  senti- 
ments on  the  counter  draft  of  the  treaty  proposed  to  be 
establislied  between  hiff  Royat  Highness  the  OnuMlDuto 
of  Toseany  and  tfte  United  States'  of  America :  you  will 
therein  perceive  that  vte  agree  to  most  of  the  changes 
proposed  by  the  eounier  draft.  Some  of  them  we  wish 
to  modify,,  awi  on*  odiers  jm  oBkr  reasons  we  hope  will 
be  satisfactory  to  your  Court.     Is  is'  wkhi  great  pteasure 
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tbftt  we  meet  its  disposdtioiis  to  promote  by  this  estab- 
lisbmeDt,  tbe  friendship  and  happiness  of  the  two  nations. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.    JEFFERSON. 


FROM  M.    FAYI    TO    THE    COMMISSIOMSAS. 

Translation. 
Gentleman, 
1  have  received  with  your  letter,  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  on  the  8th  of  this  month,  the  observa- 
tions which  it  encloses  on  the  alterations,  which  the  Court 
of  Tuscany  has  made  in  some  articles  of  the  treaty  which 
you  proposed  to  it. 

I  shall  forward  tliem  to  it  immediately  and  shall  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  in  due  season,  of  the  answer 
which  I  shall  receive,  presuming  that  the  Court  will  be 
for  concluding  this  Convention  which  cannot  but  be  use- 
ful to  the  two  countries. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

FA  VI. 


Ob$ervcUio7i8  an  the  aUerations  proposed  on  the  part  oj 
his  Royal  Highness,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
in  the  articles  of  a  treaty  offered  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  United  States  of  America. 
We  agree  that  the  2d  and  dd  articles  shall  stand  with 

the  changes  proposed  as  follows : 
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AftTioLE  II.  The  subjects  of  his  Royal  Highness  may 
frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  reside  and  trade  therein,  in  all-  sorts  of 
produce,  manufactures  and  merchandize,  without  excep* 
turn  of  any,  and  shall  pay,  within  the  said  United  States, 
no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges  and  fees,  whatsoever, 
and  shall  be  obliged  to  observe  no  other  or  stricter  fi^r* 
malities,  restrictions  or  cautions,  than  the  most  favored 
European  nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  and  ob- 
serve ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges  and 
exemptions,  for  their  persons  and  property,  and  in  navi- 
gation and  commerce,  which  the  most  favored  European 
nation  does  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  hi.  In  like  manner,  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America  may  frequent  the  coasts  and 
countries  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Tuscany,  and  reside  and  trade  therem,  in  all  sorts  of  pro- 
duce, manufactures  and  merchandize,  without  exception 
of  any,  and  shall  pay,  in  the  dominions  of  his  said  Royal 
Highness,  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges  and  fees' 
whatsoever,  and  shall  be  obliged  to  observe  no  other  or 
stricter  formalities,  regulations  or  cautipns,  than  the  most 
favored  European  nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay 
and  observe ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights  privileges 
and  exemptions,  for  their  perscms  and  property,  and  in 
navigation  and  commerce,  which  the  most  favored  Euro- 
pean nation  does  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  vi.  We  accede  to  the  alterations  proposed 
for  the  4th  article,  but  we  wish  then  to  add  two  modifica- 
tions to  that  article,  which  seem  equally  necessary  and 
proper  for  both  parties.     1st.  That  each  party  reserve  a 
.   power  to  prohibit  absolutely,  within  their  own  territories, 
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ihf  ezportatioD  or  importaticNi  of  iny  pardcukr  comnedi- 
tjr  when  neceasity  or  retaons  of  State  require  it.  As  for 
ipatancft,  the  exportatioaof  giain  lAea  a  fiunine  prevals 
or  is  apprehended^  or  the  importatioii  of  any  particular 
jumufitcture,  which  either  party  wishes  to  encourage  at 
borne  by  excluding  what  would  come  from  abroad.  It  is 
only  necessary  in  these  cases  to  provide  that  the  moment 
such  exportation  or  importation  is  allowed  to  any  persons 
at  ally  it  shall  be  permitted  to  the  other  party  also.  The 
.  second  modification  is  that  where  any  nation  restrains  the 
transportation  of  commodities  to  the  vessels  of  the  State 
of  which  they  are  the  produce,  each  party  shall  have  a 
right  to  establish  against  that  nation  retaliating  restraints. 
We  therefore  propose  that  the  4th  article  with  the  altera- 
tions o£bred  on  the  other  part,  and  the  modifications 
tbovementioned  shaU  stand  in  this  form. 

Aeticls  IV.  More  especially  each  party  shall  have  a 
right  to  carry  any  lands  of  produce,  manufactures  and 
merchandize  of  whatever  place  they  be  the  growth  or 
niaim&cture,  m  their  own  or  any  other  vessels,  to  any 
parts  of  the  d<Mninions  of  the  other,  where  it  shall  be 
lawfiil  for  all  persons  finely  to  purchase  them,  and  thence 
to  take  produce,  manufactures  and  merchandise  of  what- 
ever place  or  growth,  which  all  persons  shall  m  like  man- 
ner be  fjree  to  sell  them,  paying  in  both  cases  such  duties, 
charges  and  fees,  and  observing  such  formalities,  regula- 
tions and  cautions  oalj  as  are  or  shall  be  paid  or  ob- 
servetd  by  the  most  favored  European  nation.  Never- 
theless his  Royal  Highness  and  the  United  States,  and 
eaeb  of  them  reserve  to  themselves  the  right,  where  any 
natioi^  restrains  the  transportation  of  merchandise  to  the 
vesseb  of  the  country  of  ivhich  it  is  the  j^owtfa,  prednoe 
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or  manu&cture^  to  establish  against  such  natioD^  retaliating 
leguladons,  and  also  the  right  to  prohibit  in  their  respec- 
tive countries,  the  importation  and  exportation  of  all  mer- 
chandize whatsoever,  when  reasons  of  state  shall  require 
it.  In  this  case  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  shall  not  import  or  export  the  merchandizes 
prohibited  by  the  other.  But  whenever  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  permits  any  other  nadon,  or  its  own  citi- 
zens or  subjects  to  import  or  export  the  same  merchan- 
dize, the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  shall  imme- 
diately enjoy  the  same  liberty. 

Article  v.  This  article  had  in  view  to  authorize  the 
merchants  on  each  side  to  employ,  1st,  what  persons  they 
please,  and  2d,  what  vessels  they  please,  in  the  transaction 
of  their  business,  lading  and  unlading  their  ships.  The 
Tuscan  regulations  of  conmierce  having  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary as  to  the  first  object  to  add  a  proviso  ^^  that  the 
the  person  so  employed  be  thereto  authorized;"  and 
again  ^^  that  they  should  use  the  public  porters  in  places 
where  they  are  or  shall  be  established."  It  is  appre- 
hended that  these  restrictions  of  the  first  branch  of  the 
article,  are  so  broad  as  to  leave  very  little  for  it  to  operate 
on,  while  at  the  same  time  it  might  in  some  cases  produce 
embarrassment  and  contrary  constructions.  It  is  therefore 
proposed  to  omit  altogether  what  relates  to  the  persons  to 
be  employed,  and  retain  only  what  relates  to  vesseb,  so 
that  this  article  may  stand  thus : 

Article  v.  The  merchants,  commanders  of  vessds 
or  other  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party,  shall  not, 
within  the  ports  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  be  forced  to 
unload  any  sort  of  merchandize  into  any  other  vessels,  or 
to  receive  them  into  their  own,  or  to  wait  for  their  being 
loaded  longer  than  they  please. 
Vol.  ii. — 40 


814       J-  ADAMS,  B.  FRANKLIN,  T.  J£PFfiB80N. 

Article  yi.  The  additknis  proposed  to  this  article  are, 
Isty  that  the  laws  as  to  prohibited  merchandize,  shall  be 
observed  by  the  vessek  of  each  party;  3d,  that  they  shall 
receive  on  board  the  usual  custom  house  guards;  and  dd, 
that  vessels  in  harbor  shall  not  be  asylums  for  delinquents. 
It  is  supposed  that  these  effects  flow  from  the  laws  of 
every  State ;  and  as  there  is  no  stipulation  proposed  in 
this  treaty  which  would  suspend  the  force  of  these  laws, 
it  is  submitted  whether  it  be  necessary  to  stipulate  their 
observance,  and  whether  the  referring  the  obligation  of 
these  laws  to  a  false  basis,  that  of  national  convention, 
when  the  true  basis  of  their  obligation  is  the  authority  of 
the  legislature,  within  its  own  territories,  might  not  weak^i 
the  energy  of  the  laws  in  some  other  possible  cases,  and 
in  the  end  produce  more  doubt  than  the  stipulations 
would  remove.  Nevertheless,  the  American  Commis- 
sioners not  objecting  to  the  effect  of  the  additions,  but 
only  supposing  they  will  take  place  without  express  stipu- 
lation, are  ready  to  acquiesce  in  them  if  it  will  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  other  party.  But  if  thought  indifferent 
by  them,  we  propose  that  the  6th  article  shall  remain  as 
originally  formed. 

Article  viii.  We  agree  to  the  8th  article  in  the  fol- 
lowing form,  which  it  is  appehended  will  include  the  ad- 
ditions proposed : 

Article  viii.  The  vessels  of  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  either  party,  commg  on  any  coast  belonging  to  the 
other,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into  port,  or  being  entered 
into  port,  and  not  willing  to  unload  their  cai^oes  or  break 
bulk,  shall  put  out  and  send  their  boats  to  the  proper  place, 
and  shall  give  due  account  of  themelves ;  but  they  shaU 
then  have  liberty  to  depart  and  to  pursue  their  voyage 
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without  molestatuMi,  and  witboul  being  obliged  to  pay 
any  duties,  charges  or  fees,  whatsoever,  except  diose 
established  for  vessels  entered  into  port  and  appropriated 
to  the  mamtenance  of  the  port  itself,  or  of  other  estab- 
lishments for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  navigatois, 
and  except  also  the  charges  of  the  visits  of  the  health 
officers,  which  duties,  charges  and  fees,  shall  be  the  same, 
and  shall  be  paid  on  the  same  footing,  as  in  the  case  of 
subjects  or  citizens  of  the  country  where  they  are  estab- 
lished. 

Abticle  IX.  We  agree  to  the  alterations  proposed  in 
this  article,  the  latter  clause  of  which  will  stand,  with  the 
alterations,  in  these  words :  ^^  and  if  the  operations  of  re- 
pair shall  require  that  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  cargo 
be  unladed,  the  same  rules  shall  be  observed  as  to  the 
payment  of  dues  which  are  observed  in  like  cases  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  with  the  other,  the 
most  favored  nations  of  Europe." 

Article  x.  One  of  the  alterations  proposes  that  a 
subject  or  citizen  of  either  party,  dying  in  the  country  of 
the  other,  and  leaving  no  person  on  the  spot  to  take  care 
of  his  goods,  the  courts  of  the  country  shall  take  them 
into  their  custody  and  keep  them,  &;c.  But  by  the  laws 
of  our  States,  the  courts  do  not  take  into  their  own  custo- 
dy the  goods  of  persons  dying,  but  appoint  trusty  persons 
to  do  it,  and  make  those  persons  accountable  to  the 
owners.  Therefore,  we  proposed  that  in  such  cases,  the 
goods  should  be  taken  care  of  in  the  same  way  as  those 
of  the  natives  are  in  like  cases,  leaving  the  particular 
mode  to  the  laws  of  the  country.  We  still  suppose  this 
will  be  best  for  both  parties,  and  therefore  propose  the 
10th  article  with  the  alteration,  to  which  we  accede  in 
the  following  form  : 
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Article  x.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  each  party> 
shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  their  personal  goods  unth- 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  by  testament,  donation 
or  otherwise  ;  and  their  representatives,  whosoever  they 
be,  shall  succeed  to  their  said  personal  goods,  whether 
by  testament  or  abintestato;  and  may  take  possession 
thereof,  either  by  themselves,  or  by  others  acting  for 
them,  and  dispose  of  them  at  their  will,  paying  such 
dues  only  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
nations  of  Europe  the  most  favored  shall  be  subject  to 
pay  in  like  cases.  And  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the 
executor,  attorney  and  other  representatives,  such  care 
shall  be  taken  of  the  said  goods,  and  for  so  long  a  time 
as  would,  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  be  taken  of  the 
goods  of  a  native  in  like  case,  until  the  lawful  owner 
may  take  measures  for  receiving  them,  and  if  question 
shall  arise  among  several  claimants,  to  which  of  them  the 
said  goods  belong,  the  same  shall  be  decided  finally  by 
the  laws  and  judges  of  the  land  wherein  the  goods  are. 
And  where,  on  the  death  of  any  person  holding  real 
estate  withm  the  territories  of  the  one  party,  such  real 
estate  would,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  descend  on  a 
subject  or  citizen  of  the  other,  were  he  not  disqualified 
by  alienage,  such  subject  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable 
time  to  sell  the  same,  and  to  withdraw  the  proceeds 
without  molestation. 

We  agree  to  the  alterations  proposed  in  the  thirteenth 
article,  and  that  it  shall  stand  thus. 

Article  xiii.  And  in  the  same  case  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  being  engaged  in  war  with  any  other 
power,  to  prevent  all  the  difiiculties  and  misunderstand- 
ings that  usually  arise  respectmg  the  merchandize  hereto- 
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fore  called  contraband,  such  as  arms,  ammunition  and 
military  stores  of  every  kind,  no  such  articles  carried  in 
the  vessels  or  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  shall  be  deemed 
contraband,  so  as  to  induce  confiscation  or  condemnation 
and  a  loss  of  property  to  individuals.  Nevertheless,  it 
shall  be  lawful  to  stop  such  vessels,  and  to  make  them 
unlade  such  articles  in  the  nearest  port,  putting  them 
under  safe  keeping,  and  to  detain  them  for  such  length 
of  time  as  the  captors  may  think  necessary,  to  prevent 
the  inconvenience  or  damage  that  might  ensue  from  their 
proceeding,  paying  however  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  occasion  to  the  proprietors. 
And  it  shall  further  be  allowed  to  use  in  the  service  of 
the  captors,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  military  stores 
so  detained,  paymg  the  owners  the  full  value  of  the 
same,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  current  price  at  the  place 
of  its  destination.  And  to  remove  all  doubts  respecting 
the  merchandize  and  effects  which  shall  be  subject  to 
the  arrangements  in  this  article,  it  is  declared  that  they 
are  the  following :  cannon,  mortars,  be.  but  these  arti- 
cles shall  not  be  subject  to  be  stayed,  provided  they  be 
not  in  greater  quantity  than  may  be  necessary  for  the 
use  of  the  ship,  or  of  the  persons  in  it. 

Article  xiv.  We  agree  to  the  alterations  proposed 
in  the  fourteenth  article,  and  that  the  clause  ^^  shall  be 
provided,"  be.  shall  stand  thus :  ^^  shall  be  provided 
with  sea  letters  or  passports,  which  shall  express  the 
property  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  also  the  name 
and  dwelling  of  the  master,"  which  passports  shall  be 
made  out  in  good  and  due  forms,  and  in  the  manner  and 
for  the  time  which  is  usual  with  the  respective  nation  in 
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time  of  peace,  on  which  subject  such  further  explana- 
tions shall  be  entered  into,  as  occaaon  may  render  neces- 
sary ;  and  shall  be  exhibited  whensoever  required,  &c. 
to  the  end  of  the  clause  as  proposed  in  the  original  draft. 

Article  xvi.  The  sixteenth  article,  among  other 
things,  proposes  that  no  other  than  the  ordinary  legal 
procedure  shall  be  used  against  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
Goe  party  committing  offences  within  the  jurischction  of 
the  other ;  it  has  been  proposed  to  add  ^'  and  with  the 
subjects,  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  other."  U  the  ef- 
fect of  this  addition  is  rightly  understood,  it  would  be 
contrary  to  our  wish  in  such  cases  as  these.  A  Tuscan 
commits  an  offence  against  an  Englishman,  both  of 
them  being  transiently  in  a  port  of  America.  This  ar- 
ticle would  not  prohibit  an  extraordinary  procedure  con- 
trary to  the  common  course  of  law,  against  the  Tuscan. 
It  is  submitted,  therefore,  whether  it  is  not  better  to  ex- 
tend to  our  people  the  benefit  of  the  ordinary  course  of 
procedure  in  every  case  of  offence  committed  by  one  of 
them,  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  whether  the 
party  offended  be  an  inhabitant  or  not.  This  is  what 
was  proposed  by  the  article  as  it  stands  in  the  original 
draft. 

We  agree  to  the  alterations  proposed  to  the  17th  ar- 
ticle, and  that  it  shall  stand  thus: 

Article  xvii.  If  any  vessel  or  effects  of  the  neutral 
power  be  taken  by  an  enemy  of  the  other,  and  retaken 
by  that  other,  they  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  one 
of  the  parties  and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  offi- 
cers of  that  port  to  be  restored  entire  to  the  true  proprie- 
tor as  soon  as  due  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the 
property  thereof,  without  any  pretensions  whatever  to 


DIPLOXATIC  COHRESPONDENCB.  319 

salvage.  But  if  a  vessel  of  the  one  party  be  taken  by 
pirates  or  sea  rovers  and  retaken  by  a  vessel  of  the  other, 
one  third  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  reta- 
ken shall  be  given  to  the  recaptors. 

Two  additions  are  proposed  in  the  18th  article.  1st. 
To  insert  among  the  causes  of  refuge  in  each  others  ports 
that  for  the  ordinary  affiiirs  of  their  commerce  and  navi- 
gation. But  as  the  2nd  and  3rd  articles  relate  solely  to 
causes  of  commerce,  and  give  every  privilege  and  still 
more  in  all  such  cases,  it  is  submitted  whether  the  inser- 
tion here  proposed  is  necessary  or  can  give  any  addition- 
al advantage  to  our  merchants  and  sailors  :  and  if  it  can- 
not, then  whether  it  is  not  better  omitted,  as  two  articles 
relating  to  the  same  subject,  but  indifferently  expressed, 
may  sometimes  produce  confusion.  The  2nd  addition  i3 
of  these  words,  ^^  nevertheless  in  every  case  the  vessels 
which  shall  come  into  the  respective  ports,  scales  or  roads 
shall  exactly  observe  the  laws,  "  &c.  We  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  our  observations  on  the  6th  article  as  containing 
our  sentiments  on  this  addition  also,  we  propose  therefore 
that  this  18th  article  shall  retain  its  original  form. 

The  19th  article  had  provided  that  the  armed  vessels 
of  either  party  might  carry  their  prizes  freely  where* 
soever  they  please :  the  words  ^^  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  other"  are  proposed  to  be  added,  to  which  there 
could  be  no  objection,  but  that  they  produce  an  implica- 
tion that  they  may  not  be  carried  out  of  their  jurisdiction 
when  once  they  shall  have  entered  into  it. 

We  agree  to  all  the  other  alterations  of  this  article, 
only  proposmg  that  the  last  shall  be  in  these  words:  ^'and 
the  same  shall  take  place  in  all  those  cases  m  which  the 
most  serene  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  has  made  like  con- 


390       ^«  ADAMB,  B.  FRANKLIN*  T.  JEFPES80N. 

ventioDS  with  other  powen."  It  is  just  that  preceding 
'obligatioiis  shoald  prevail  against  the  present  treaty,  but 
that  the  present  should  prevail  against  those  which  shall 
be  subsequent.  The  article,  with  its  alterations,  will 
stand  thus : 

Article  xix.  The  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private, 
oft  both  parties,  shall  carry  freely,  wheresoever  they 
please,  the  vessels  and  effects  taken  from  their  enemies, 
without  being  obliged  to  pay  to  officers  of  Admiralty,  of 
the  customs,  or  any  others,  any  duties,  charges  or  fees, 
other  than  those  established  for  other  vessels  and  mer^ 
chandize,  and  which  are  paid  by  the  most  favored  nations 
of  Europe.  Nor  shall  such  prizes  be  anested,  searched, 
or  put  under  legal  process,  when  they  come  to  and  enter 
the  port  of  the  other  party,  except  the  case  where  the 
prize  is  charged  to  have  been  made  against  the  laws  ol 
neutrality,  existing  in  the  country;  but  may  freely  be 
carried  out  again  at  any  time  by  the  captors,  to  the  places 
expressed  in  their  commission,  or  wherever  they  please, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  vessel  making  the  capture, 
being  obliged  to  show  his  commission  and  mstructions,  or 
to  give  other  sufficient  proofs,  whenever  it  shall  be 
alleged  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  hoist  the  flag  of  the 
nation  under  which  he  made  the  prize.  But  no  vessel 
which  shall  have  made  prizes  on  the  subjects  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,  the  King  of  France,  shall  have  a  right 
of  asylum  in  the  port  or  havens  of  the  United  States; 
and  if  any  such  be  forced  therein,  by  tempest  or  dangers 
of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties  existing  be- 
tween his  said  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United 
States.    And  the  same  shall  take  place  in  all  those  cases 
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tiiad^  Hk^  d(rti vt^nttkted  ytfi&i  other  p6W«fl^. 

AwLfictt  ta.  Oii^  Iftws  do  n6t  A^tne  it^giife^d^  tf 
Acts  done  neither  tHthin  th^  jtiiisdibtian,  iioi^  bj  fUel^ 
tlih^ns.  Th^i^fore,  a  subject  Of  Tuscady,  obmniiftilig 
hostilities  oh  us'ftt  S6a,  under  the  flag  of  anotber  p(^eit; 
trould  not  be  liable  to  their  gent^ce.  But  k  stipulatiM 
by  hid  soTetieign,  that  he  should  be  liaM^,  woAM  ^Ve  tbit 
authority.  It  woUM  be  necessary,  however,  td  say  Hi 
what  predidanient  he  should  stand  liable.  Tli^t  of  il  ^ 
ate  seems  most  analogous  to  his  ^itk^eedings.  We  pt6^ 
pose,  therefore,  to  retain  that  word,  in  order  to  adapt  the 
article  to  our  laws,  while  those  proposed  on  the  other  part 
tiday  be  also  retained,  to  adapt  it  to  the  laws  of  TVi^toy, 
and  that  the  artide  shall  stand  thus : 

ARtictE  5cx.  No  citizen  Or  subject  of  ^ither^  of  the 
Cbnttacting  parties,  shaM  take  frOra  any  powei*  untb  which 
the  other  may  be  at  war,  any  commi^ion  of  tetter  of 
lnai'(](ue  ibr  aimiug  any  vessel  to  act  as  a  privat^i^  flg«in9t 
the  other,  on  pain  of  being  punished  as  a  pirvte  dr  othei^ 
wise  sevef 6ly  according  to  the  tigoi*  of  the  laws-  ' 

We  agree  that  the  fourth  section  of  the  fW^ty-flrst 
article  shall  Stand  as  proposed,  thuS  : 

Article  xxi.  4tHy.  Thd  resi3els  of  war^  pdblio  and* 
private,  of  the  two  partis,  ^all  be  reciprocally  admired 
with  their  prizes  into  the  respective  port^  of  es^ ;  and 
shall  be  freely  at  the  disposal  of  the  captors,  according 
to  the  laws,  usages  and  regulations  of  the  State  to  which 
the  captor  belongs. 

Article  xxiv.     The  twenty-fourth  article  proposed, 
that  officers  breaking  their  parole,  and  privates  escaping 
from  their  cantonment,  should  lose  so  much  of  the  bene- 
VoL.  II. — 41 
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fit  of  the  aitide,  is  provides  for  their  enlargement  on 
parole  or  in  cantonment.  It  is  proposed  on  the  other 
part,  that  they  shall  lose  the  benefit  of  this  article ;  that 
is  to  say,  the  whole  benefit  of  it.  But  it  would  seem  to 
be  a  rigor,  neither  laudable  nor  useful,  to  deprive  them 
of  their  wholesome  and  plentiful  ration,  and  all  other 
benefits  of  this  article,  for  a  breach  of  the  limits  of  their 
G(»fioement.  We  would  therefore  repeat  our  wish,  that 
they  should  thereupon  be  subject  only  to  close  confine- 
ment, as  originally  proposed,  and  of  course  that  this  ar- 
ticle should  remam  in  its  first  form. 

We  agree  that  the  twenty-fifth  article  shall  be  as  pro- 
posed, thus : 

A&TiCLB  XXV.  The  two  contracting  powers  gnu\t  to 
each  other  the  liberty  of  having,  each  in  the  ports  of  the 
other.  Consuls,  Vice-Consuls,  Agents  and  Commissaries 
of  their  own  appomtment,  observing  the  usual  forms  of 
notification  and  admission,  and  on  the  same  footing  as  is 
or  shall  be  allowed  to  any  other  of  the  most  favored 
European  nations. 

We  agree  also,  that  the  first  part  of  the  twenty-sixth 
article  shall  stand  thus  : 

Article  xxvi.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant 
•to  any  other  European  nation,  &c. 

The  articles  on  which  no  observations  have  been  made, 
that  is  to  say,  the  1st,  7th,  11th,  12th,  15th,  22nd,  23rd 
and  27th,  to  remain  in  the  form  originally  proposed. 


nOM  MOfiTBISUR  FAYI  TO  THB   COHMISSIONifRS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  June  11,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  the  8th  of  this  month,  enclosing  observadons 
upon  the  alterations  made  by  the  Court  of  Tuscany, 
upon  some  articles  of  the  treaty  which  you  had  proposed. 
I  forwarded  them  without  delay.  I  will  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  in  due  season  of  the  reply,  which  I  shall 
receive,  and  which  I  presume  will  be  for  the  conclusion 
of  this  convention,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  be  useful  to 
both  countries.    I  am,  be. 

FAVI. 
Charge  d'Afiaires  of  Tuscany. 


SEVENTH  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  CONGRESS, 
ADDRESSED  TO  JOHN  JAT,  SECRETART  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. 

Paasy,  June  18,  1785. 
Sir, 

In  our  last  to  you,  of  May  11th,  we  had  the  honor  of 
enclosmg,  among  other  papers,  a  letter  from  Baron  Thu- 
lemeier,  drawing  to  a  close  our  negotiation  with  the  Court 
of  Berlin.  We  have  now  that  of  forwarding  our  answer, 
marked  No.  1. 

No.  2,  a,  contains  our  observations  of  the  counter-draft 
from  the  Court  of  Tuscany.  No.  2,  b,  the  letter  enclos- 
ing them,  and  No.  2,c,  Mr.  Favi's  answer  acknowledging 
their  receipt. 


Mr«  Adams'  appointment  to  the  Court  of  London,  ren- 
dering it  move  ooovenient,  more  speedy,  and  probably 
more  effectual,  that  that  negotiation  should  be  conducted 
on  the  spot;  we  wrpte  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset  a  letter  of 
which  No.  3  is  a  copy,  in  answer  to  one  received  from 
and  transmitted  to  you  in  April.  Since  Mr.  Adams'  de- 
parture^ we  have  been  favored  by  him  with  information 

'  which  he  received  from  you,  that  a  Mr,  Lamb  had  been 
qharged  with  letters  and  instructions  for  us  on  the  subject 
of  the  treaties  with  the  State  of  Barbary.  He  sent  us^ 
4t  the  same  time  the  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  on 
that  subject ;  as  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  more  of  Mr, 
Ifiifxih,  but  hope  his  arrival  hourly,  that  we  amy  take  de- 
cisive measures  for  establishing  an  amity  with  those 
powers. 

Mr.  John  Bapt.  Pecquet,  of  Lisbon,  who  was  the  subject 
of  an  instruction  to  us  of  May  11, 1784,  is  now  in  Paris,  and 
has  applied  for  such  acknowledgments  for  his  services  as 
may  be  thought  proper.  He  seemed  to  desire  most  some 
appointment  at  Lisbon,  either  for  himself  or  his  son.  We 
informed  him  none  such  were  in  our  gift,  and  that  all  we 
could  do  in  that  line,  would  be  to  mention  him  to  Con- 
gress, as  worthy  of  their  recollection,  if  they  should  make 
imy  appointment  there  analagous  to  his  talQnt3.  We 
have  written  to  Mr.  Adams,  proposing  to  give  Mr, 
jPecquet,  m  addition  to  ten  guineas  which  be  has  received 
for  present  supply,  one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas,  or  per- 
haps four  thousand  livres,  as  a  compensation  for  bis  ex* 
penses  and  good  dispositions.  His  expenses  on  our  pris- 
oners had  b^en  about  fifty  moidores. 
Our  first  letter  to  Congress  wis^  of  the  Uth  Nqvember, 

and  was  sent  by  a  Colonel  Lemaire.    Having  lately  re- 


ceived  prooft  that  he  oa^tted  tq  d^Uver  ppviite  l^Ueis 
with  which  he  was  charged^  though  he  saw  in  New  Yoifc 
the  persons  to  whom. they  were  addressed^  we  begin  to  fear 
he  was  capable  of  omitting  to  deliver  also  that  to  the  Pre* 
sident  of  Congress.  We  are  equally  uncertain  whether  our 
subsequent  letters  may  have  got  to  hand.  To  relieve  oui 
anxieties  on  this  subject,  we  will  pray  you  to  be  so  good 
as  to  inform  us  which  of  them  may  have  been  receivedt 
Their  dates  have  beep  November  11,  1784,  December 
15,  17$4,  and  February,  1785,  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  and  March  1@,  April  13,  and  May  11, 
addressed  to  yourself. 

With  the  highest  esteem,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  bc^ 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   BARON   DE  THULEMEIER   TO    THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  July  19, 1785. 

Sir, 
The  King  has  entirely  approved  the  projected  treaty 
of  commerce  and  friendship  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  has  been  the  result  of  our  oommon  Jla* 
bors,  and  as  it  is  found  in  the  last  letter  you  have  honors* 
ed  me  with,  bearmg  date  of  May  26tb,  of  the  preseixH 
year.  i{is  Majesty  consents,  besides,  that  agreeably  to 
your  proposition,  and  that  of  your  colleagues,  the  dura-^ 
tion  of  the  said  treaty  be  fixed  at  ten  years,  aiiid  it  is 
according  to  my  instrvctionSi  that  iu  the  twenty-seventh 
«rticie  the  term  mfntioned  has  beeu  inserted.    He  ofdeyrs 
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roe  now  to  proceed  to  the  signature  with  the  Ministers 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  digest,  jointly 
with  them,  the  introduction,  according  to  that  which  has 
been  used  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  which  has  been 
concluded  with  the  King  of  Sweden.  The  annexed 
treaty,  which  I  intend  to  sign,  according  to  my  powers^ 
fulfils  these  different  objects,  and  it  only  remains  with 
me,  to  bring  to  your  recollection,  sir,  the  proposition 
which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  to  you  in  my 
letter  of  June  17th  last,  to  authorize  Mr.  Dumas  Charge 
d' Affaires  at  the  Hague,  to  concur  with  me  in  the  usual 
exchange.  The  King  is  only  waiting  fw  the  instrument, 
ngned  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  to  cause  the 
ratification  of  it  to  be  transmitted  in  the  usual  manner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  bo. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  MR.  SHORT. 

Sir, 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia, 
having  been  arranged  with  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier, 
his  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  the  Hague, 
specially  empowered  for  this  purpose,  and  it  being  in- 
consistent with  our  other  duties  to  repair  to  that  place 
ourselves,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  and  exchanging 
the  instruments  of  treaty,  we  therefore  appoint  you  spe- 
cial Secretary  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  receive  from  Ckilonel  Humphreys,  Secretary 
of  our  legation,  the  ori^al  of  our  full  powers,  and  a 
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copy  oi.  the  same  attested  by  him,  the  fuU  power  hereto- 
fore communicaied  to  us  by  the  Baron  de  Tbulemeieri 
and  the  two  instruments  of  treaty  arranged  between  ua, 
each  in  two  columns^  the  one  in  English  and  the  other 
in  French,  equally  originals.  From  us  you  receive  a 
letter  to  Charles  Dumas,  Esq*  agent  for  the  United 
States  at  the  Hague,  associating  him  with  you  in  the  ob- 
jects of  yo]ur  mission. 

You  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  Hague,  and  being 
arrived  there,  will  deliver  the  letter  to  Mr.  Dumas,  and 
proceed  conjointly  with  him  in  the  residue  of  your  busi- 
ness, which  is  to  be  executed  there. 

The  original  of  our  full  powers  is  to  be  exhibited  to 
the  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Kmg  of  Prussia, 
and  the  attested  copy  is  to  be  left  with  him,  you  taking 
back  the  original,  you  will  in  like  manner  ask  an  exhi- 
bition of  the  original  of  his  full  powers,  and  also  a  copy 
duly  attested  ;  you  will  compare  the  copy  with  the  ori- 
ginal, and  being  satisfied  of  its  exactness,  you  will  return 
the  original  and  keep  the  copy.  That  you  may  be 
under  no  doubt  whether  the  full  powers  exhibited  to  you 
be  sufficient  or  not,  you  will  receive  fi'om  Col.  Hum- 
phreys those  which  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier  heretofore 
sent  to  us.  If  those  which  shall  be  exhibited,  agree 
with  these  in  form  or  substance,  they  will  be  sufficient. 

The  full  powers  being  approved  on  each  side  and  ex- 
changed, you  will  obtain  the  signature  and  seal  of  the 
Prussian  Plenipotentiary  to  the  two  instruments  of  treaty 
with  which  you  are  charged,  and  yourself  and  Mr.  Du- 
mas will  attest  the  same,  one  of  those  original  instru- 
ments will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Prussian  Plenipo- 
tentiary, the  other  you  will  retain 
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Tou  will  ask  that  the  ratification  of  hb  Majesty  the 
King  of  Prussia,  be  made  known  to  us  as  soon  as  it 
shall  have  taken  place,  giving  an  assurance  on  our.  part 
that  that  of  Congress  shall  also  be  communicated  as 
soon  as  it  shall  have  taken  place,  when  both  ratifications 
shall  be  known,  nyasures  may  be  concerted  for  exchang- 
ing them.  You  will  confer  with  the  said  Plenipoten^  ^ 
tiary,  on  the  expediency  of  keeping  this  treaty  uncom- 
municated  to  the  public,  until  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions, and  agree  accordingly. 

You  will  then  return  to  Paris,  and  re-deliver  to  the 
Secretary  of  our  legation  our  original  full  powers,  the 
copies  of  those  of  Prussia  before  mentioned,  and  the 
original  instrument  of  the  treaty  which  you  shall  have 
retained. 


ITROM  MESSRS.  ADAMS  AND   JEFFERSON  TO  C.  F.  W.  DUMAS. 

Sir, 
A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia, 
having  been  arranged  by  us  with  the  Baron  de  Thule- 
meier  his  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  the  Hague, 
specially  empowered  for  this  purpose,  and  it  being  incoo" 
sistent  with  our  other  duties  to  repair  to  that  place  our- 
selves for  the  purpose  of  executing  and  exchanging  the 
instruments  of  treaty,  we  have  delivered  the  same,  duly 
executed  on  our  part,  to  the  bearer  hereof,  William 
Short,  Esq.  to  be  by  him  carried  with  the  other  necessa- 
ry papers  to  the  Hague.  When  arrived  there,  we  ask 
and  authorize  you  to  manage  in  conjunction  with  him 
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tbe  eKaentioa  and  exehange  of  ihet  kiatrunieiits  of^treaty 
aoeording  to  the  kistructioiis  which  he  receiver  ^om  us, 
and  will  communicate  to  jou.  Your  former  attention  to 
the  lOtecestB  o(  the  United  States  and  readiness  to  pro* 
mote  them,  give  us  an  assurance  that  jou  will  not  with- 
hold them  on  the  present  occasion. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 
(At  London.)         JOHN  ADAMS, 
(At  Pkris-)  THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


TROM   THOMAS   JETVfeRSON    TO    THE    BARON    DE     THULE- 
MEIER  ACCOMPANTING  THE  PRECEDING  INSTRUMENTS. 

Paris,  July,  1785. 
Sir, 
I  was  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your  letter  on  the 
21st  inst.  together  with  the  French  draft  of  the  treaty 
proposed.  As  it  ultimately  meets  his  Majesty's  appro- 
bation, Dr.  Franklin  our  colleague  having  assisted*  us 
through  the  progress  of  this  business,  we  were  desirous 
he  also  should  join  in  the  execution,  duplicate  instruments 
were  therefore  prepared,  each  divided  into  two  colunms^ 
in  one  of  which  we  entered  the  English  form  as  it  had 
been  settled  between  us,  leaving  the  other  blank  to  re- 
ceive the  French  we  expected  from  you.     In  this  state^ 

• 

the  Doctor  before  his  departure  put  his  signature  and 
seal  to  the  two  instruments.  We  have  since  put  into 
the  blank  column  the  French  form  received  from  you 
verbatim.  As  we  thought  that  such  instruments  should  not 
be  trusted  out  of  confidential  hands,  and  the  bearer  here- 
of, WilHam  Short,  Esq.  heietofoie  a  member  of  the 
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Comica  of  State  in  Virginia^  happened  to  be  in  Paris 
and  wfflmg  to  give  us  hb  aaaigtaBoe  beieia^  they  are  de- 
Hfered  info  his  hands  with  other  necessarj  papers  ac- 
eording  to  an  afrangement  previoaaly  made  between  Mr. 
Adams,  Dr.  Franklin  and  mjself.  He  will  proceed  to 
liondon  to  obtain  Mr.  Adams'  signature  and  thence  to 
the  Hague,  whoewe  have  according  to  jour  desire  asso- 
ciated Mr.  Dmnas  with  hhn  to  concur  with  you  in  the 
final  execution.  It  is  with  singular  pleasure,  I  see  this 
connexion  fonned  by  my  country  with  a  Sovereign  whose 
character  gives  a  lustre  to  all  the  transactions  of  which 
he  makes  a  part. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc. 

THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


CIQHTH  nErORT  OF  TH£  COMMISSIONERS  TO  CONGRESS, 
AODRJBSSKD  TO  JOHN  JAT  SECRXTABT  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. 

Pmm»  Augart  14,  1795. 

Sir, 
The  letter  of  June  18,  signed  by  Dr.  Franklin  and 
myself,  is  the  last  addressed  to  you  from  hence  on  the  part 
of  the  general  Commission.  As  circumstances  rendered 
it  necessary  that  the  signature  of  the  Phissian  treaty, 
whenever  it  should  be  in  readiness,  should  be  made  sepa- 
rately, the  intervention  of  a  person  of  confidence  between 
the  Pnissian  menipotentiary  and  us,  became  also  requi- 
site. His  office  would  be  to  receive  the  duplicates  id  the 
treaty  here,  signed  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  myself,  to  carry 
them  to  London  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  to  the  Hague  to 
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Baron  ThdeoMrier,  far  their  B^natur*.    lioPiovari  to 
take  bence  the  origiaal  of  our  fiiU  powers,  toihew  to 
Baran  Thnlemeier,  and  the  copy  of  his,  which  be  had 
before  communicated  to  us,  to  ask  botn  him  a  sight  of  die 
original,  to  compare  the  copy  with  it  and  certify  the  kl- 
ter  to  be  true.    Mr*  Adams, .  Dr.  Franklin  and  myaali^ 
therefixe,  had  concluded  to  engage  Mr.  Short  (a  gentlo- 
man  ot  Virginia  who  lives  with  me  at  present)  lo  transact 
this  busmess,  and  to  invest  him  with  the  character  of 
secretary  jpro  hoc  vice,  in  order  that  his  signature  of  the 
truth  of  the  copy  of  Baron  Thulemeier's  full  powers 
might  authenticate  that  copy.    On  the  receipt  ctf  the 
letter  No.  1,  therefore,  from  that  Minister,  Mr.  Short  set 
out  hence  with  the  necessary  papers.    By  a  letter  lately 
received  from  him,  I  expect  he  left  London  for  the  Hague 
about  the  10th  inst.  and  that  the  treaty  is  ultimately  exe- 
cuted by  this  time.     In  respect  to  the  desire  expressed 
by  Baron  Thulemder  m  his  letter,  we  associated  Mr. 
Dumas  with  Mr.  Short,  to  assist  in  the  exchange  of  sig- 
natures and  other  ceremonies  of  executicm.     We  agreed 
to  bear  Mr.  Short's  expenses,  and  have  thought  that  a 
guinea  a  day  (Sundays  excepted)  would  be  a  proper 
compensation  for  his  trouble  and  the  necessary  equip- 
ments of  his  journey,  which  could  not  enter  into  the 
account  of  his  travelling  expenses.    I  hope  by  the  first 
safe  conveyance  to  be  able  to  forward  to  you  the  original 
of  the  treaty.    No.  2  is  my  answer  to  Baron  Thulemeier's 
letter,  No.  8  our  instructions  to  Mr.  Short,  and  No.  4  our 
letter  to  Mr.  Dumas. 

Mr.  Lamb's  delay  gives  me  infinite  uneasiness.  You 
will  see  by  the  enclosed  papers,  Nos.  5,  6,  and  7,  sent 
me  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  that  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 


aaa     J*  AHAHik  b*  fbamkun.  T.jBFnynoN. 

■t  the  imtance  of  the  Spanish  Coiut,  hat  delivered  up 
the  crew  of  the  Betsy.  No.  8,  also  receiyed  fixMn  Mr. 
CSannichael)  b  a  list  of  articles  giyen  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  the  last  year  by  the  States  General.  It  is  be- 
lieved  that  the  Spanish  n^otiator  at  Algiers,  has  con* 
eluded  a  peace  with  that  State,  and  has  agreed  to  ^ve 
them  a  million  of  dollars,  besides  a  very  considerable 
quantity  of  things  in  kind.  The  treaty  meets  with  diffi- 
culties in  the  ratification,  perhaps  the  exorbitance  of  the 
price  may  occasion  them.  Rumors  are  spread  abroad 
that  they  are  pointing  their  preparations  at  us.  The  en- 
closed paper.  No.  9,  is  the  only  colorable  evidence  of  this 
which  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  proposed  to 
Mr.  Adams,  that  if  Mr.  Lamb  does  not  come  hither  in 
the  French  or  English  packet  then  (August  6th)  next 
expected,  to  send  some  person  immediately  to  negotiate 
these  treaties,  on  the  presumption  that  Mr.  Lamb's  pur- 
pose has  been  changed.  We  shall  be  at  a  loss  for  the 
instructions  of  which  he  is  said  to  be  the  bearer.  I  ex- 
pect Mr.  Adams'  answer  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


Report  of  John  Jay  on  a  Treaty  with  Pnusia, 

office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     1 
March  9»  1786.  3 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  with  Prussia,  and  transmitted  with  a 
joint  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  re- 
ports: 
That  on  considering  the  several  articles  in  the  said 


treaty,  he  bh^rreB  that  each  party  is  to  enjoy  %  the  do- 
minkms  of  the  other,  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  to 
commei^e,  &c.  as  are  or  shall  be  granted  to  the  most  ftb- 
vored  nation. 

On  this  point,  your  Secretary  adheres  to  the  same 
opinion  which  he  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress 
in  his  report  of  17th  May  last,  on  the  draft  of  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  transmitted  by  the  American 
Ministefs.  He  also  thinks  that  much  of  the  reason  in 
that  report  applies  to  certain  other  articles  in  the  treaty 
under  consideration. 

Your  committee  suspects  that  the  following  article  b  a 
httle  equivocal,  viz : 

^<  More  especially  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  car- 
ry their  own  produce,  manufactures  and  merchandize  in 
their  own  or  any  other  vessels,  to  any  part  of  the  do* 
minions  of  the  other,  where  it  shall  be  lawful  {(x  all  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  that  other  freely  to  purchase  them, 
and  thence  to  take  the  produce,  manufactures  and  mer- 
chandize of  the  other,  which  all  the  said  citizens  or  sub- 
jects shall  in  like  manner  be  free  to  sell  them,  paying, 
&c." 

Although  the  meaning  of  this  article  appears  obvious, 
yet  it  might  perhaps  be  construed  to  imply  that  there 
are  or  will  be  certain  free  ports,  where  every  thing 
brought  by,  or  belonging  to,  either  party,  may  be  freely 
sold  and  bought,  in  contradistinction  to  other  ports  and 
places,  in  the  same  dominion,  wh^re  such  liberty  is  not 
allowed.  The  intention  of  the  article  doubtless  is,  that 
such  liberty  is  to  be  enjoyed  at  every  port  afld  place. 

The  latter  part  of  the  tenth  article  is  not  quite  reci- 
procal, viz: 
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*^  And  where  on  the  death  of  any  peraon  hdding  real 
eetate  within  the  temtcnries  of  the  one  party,  such  real 
estate  would,  by  the  laws  cS  the  land  descend  on  a  citi- 
sen  or  subject  of  the  othef|  were  he  not  disqualified  by 
alienagOi  such  mbject  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time 
to  sell  the  same,  and  to  withdraw  the  proceeds  without 
molestaticm,  &c.  But  this  article  shall  not  derogate  in 
any  manner  firom  the  force  of  the  laws  ahready  published 
or  hereafter  to  be  published  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  to 
prevent  the  emigration  of  hb  subjects. 

This  latter  clause  reserves  to  the  King  of  Phissia  the 
right  of  making  laws  to  prevent  emigiBtions,  but  does 
not  so  limit  the  extent  of  these  laws  as  that  they  shall 
not  operate  against  the  right  to  sell,  &c«  granted  in  the 
preceding  one,  for,  mstead  of  saying,  that  such'  laws 
shall  not  derogate  in  any  manner  firom  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  article,  it  says,  that  this  article  shall 
not  derogate  in  any  manner  from  the  force  of  his  laws, 
fcc.  besides,  the  Uke  right  is  not  reserved  to  the  United 
Sutes* 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  and  particularly  considering 
that  the  duration  of  this  treaty  is  limited  to  ten  years, 
your  Secretary  thinks  that  it  will  be  prudent  and  best  to 
ratify  it* 

^  A  year  from  the  day  of  the  signature  is  allowed  fiv 
the  exchange  of  ratifications.  It  appears  to  have  been 
signed  by 

Babon  Thulsmxixr,  September  10,  1785. 

M&.  Adams,  August  5, 1785. 

DocTom  Faanxlin^  July  9,  1785. 

Mr.  JKrFiEsoM,  July  38, 1786. 
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This  term  of  a  year  is  doubtless  to  be  computed  from 
10th  September  last,  for  as  the  Prussian  Minister  ap- 
pears to  have  signed  it  last,  and  it  was  not  until  then 
complete,  there  can  be  no  room  for  the  questions  that 
might  have  otherwise  arisen  on  this  subject. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congiew, 

JOHN  JAY. 


NINTH  REPOftT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  CONGRESS, 
ADDRESSED  TO  JOHN  JAT  SECRETARY  TOR  FOREIOM 
AFFAIRS. 

# 

We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Congress,  by  Mr. 
Fitshugh,  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  signed  separately  by  your  Ministers,  at 
the  several  places  of  their  residence,  and  by  the  Baron 
de  Thulemeier  at  the  Hague,  in  English  and  French,  and 
exchanged  at  the  Hague  in  presence  of  Messrs.  Short  and 
Dumas.  As  this  treaty  may  be  of  considerable  impor- 
tance to  the  United  States,  and  will  certainly  promote 
their  repotation,  it  is  certainly  to  be  wished,  that  the  ra- 
tification may  be  exchanged  and  the  publication  made  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  admission  of  our  priYateers  into 
the  Phissian  ports  by  a  treaty  signed  at  the  moment  of 
the  negotiation  of  a  league  in  which  Brandenburg  and 
Hanover  are  parties,  is  a  little  remarkable.  It  certainly 
merits  the  consideration  of  Congress  and  the  States. 

With  great  respect,  be. 
London, AfidOctober,  1785.  JOHN  ADAMS. 
Paris,  1 1th  October,  1785.     THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


316       J-  ADAMS,  B.  FRANKUN,  T.  JBFPBBSON. 
FROM  THE  COMMISSIONSHB  TO  JOHK  JAT. 

Gromrener  8qiiAre»  April  35»  1786. 

Sir, 
Soon  after  our  meeting  together  in  London,  we  bad  a 
conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
faire, in  which  we  communicated  to  him,  the  joint  com- 
mission of  Congress,  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Great  Britain,  and  left  an  attested  copy  of  it 
in  the  hands  of  his  Lordship.     At  the  same  time  his 
Lordship  was  informed  that  as  the  commission  was  li- 
mited to  two  years  duration,  which  would  expire  on  the 
12th  of  May,  we  should  be  ready  to  confer  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  it  with  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  but  as  one  of  us 
would  be  obliged  to  return  in  a  short  time  to  Paris,  it 
was  wished  that  an  early  opportunity  might  be  taken  to 
see  upon  what  points   we  could  agree,  and  to  discuss 
those  in  which  at  first  we  might  differ.     His.  Lordship 
after  harping  a  little  on  the  old  string,  the  insufficiency  of 
the  powers  of  Congress  to  treat  and  compel  compliance 
with  treaties,  said  he  would  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Ministry  and  the  King.     In  a  few  days  his  Lordship 
meeting  one  of  us,  proposed  in  his  own  name  and  that  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  as  the  project  already  communicated  con- 
tained many  political  regulations,  we  should  propose  a  • 
project  of  a  treaty  merely  commercial.     The  next  day 
at  the  office,  it  was  said  to  the  under  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Frasier,  his  Lordship  not  being  there,  that  the  pro- 
ject already  prepared,  was  in  our  opinion  the  best  that 
could  be  proposed  for  the  mutual  interest  of  the  two  na- 
tions, but .  if  any  part  of  it  were  objectionable  m  the 
minds  of  the  Ministry,  we  were  ready  to  enter  into  a 
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candid  disquisition  of  them  and  to  receive  any  coiuiter 
project,  which  might  contain  the  sense  of  the  cabinet, 
but  until  we  know  which  articles  were  objected  to,  it  would 
be  vain  for  us  to  attempt  a  new  draft.  We  could  only 
repeat  the  proposition  of  the  former  one.  Mr.  Frasier 
reported  this  conversation  to  his  principal,  who  directed 
him  to  write  us  that  as  the  former  project  contained  many 
political  regulations,  his  Lordship  wished  to  receive  a  plan  of 
a  treaty  merely  commercial,  we  accordingly  sent  five  or 
six  articles  of  the  former  plan  and  proposed  them  as  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  which  we  suppose  would  be  a  good 
one,  and  except  in  one  point  as  complete  as  we  can  ex- 
pect. The  point  we  mean  is  the  privilege  of  ships  built 
in  the  United  States.  It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  such 
ships  might  enjoy  in  the  British  dominions  as  am{de  pri- 
vileges as  British  built  ships,  whether  owned  or  navi- 
gated by  Americans  or  not,  and  we  should  now  add  an 
article  tp  that  purpose,  if  there  was  the  smallest  symptom 
of  an  intimation  to  treat  at  all.  But  there  is  not.  There 
is  no  party  nor  individual  here  in  favor  of  a  treaty;  but 
upon  the  principle  that  the  United  States  will  retaliate, 
if  there  is  not  one.  All  agree  that  if  America  will  suf- 
fer England  to  pocket  (that  is  the  expression)  all  her  na- 
vigation, England  would  be  unwise  not  to  avail  herself 
of  the  advantage. 

The  negotiation  with  Portugal  is  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion, as  far  as  her  Minister  here  has  authority  to  proceed. 
We  propose  to  e^cecute  the  treaty,  and  hope  to  see  the 
counterpart  executed  by  the  ChevaUer  de  Pinto,  before 
our  commission  expires.  The  treaty  itself,  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  as  soon  as  it  is  finished,  and  we  shall 
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DoC  .trouble  yoo  with  a  tedious  detail  of  projects  and 
comiter-projects.  Yet  the  onclosed  copies  of  parts  of  a 
letter,  concemmg  flour  and  privateering  and  ccmtrabaad, 
maj  be  necessary  f(Nr  our  justification. 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  letters  from 
Mr.  Carmichael  of  the  5th  April,  from  Mr.  Barclay  of 
the  5th  April,  from  the  Count  d'EsfHlly  and  Mr.  Lamb 
to  Mr.  Carmichael,  dated  Algiers  96th  March. 

We  have  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  negotiations 
with  the  Turks  will  be  very  tedious  and  expensive  upon 
the  present  plan,  and  without  success.  Our  commission 
to  Constantinople  expires  m  a  few  days,  and  we  have  no 
new  commissioii  to  this  power,  which  enables  ub  to  find 
agents ;  and  indeed  the  Sublime  Porte  is  so  great  a  power, 
that  its  dignity  would  be  offended  if  such  a  measure  were 
attempted.  There  are  reasons  to  expect  that  a  Mmister 
to  that  Court  would  be  well  received,  and  that  our  com- 
merce  and  naval  stores  would  be  thai  an  object. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THE    COMMISSIONERS   TO     THE    BfAR^^UIS    OF    CAR- 
MARTHEN. 

Grosrenor  Square,  April  4,  1786. 
My  Lord, 
Agreeably  to  your  Lordship's  request,  expressed  to 
one  of  us  in  conversation,  and  again  communicated  to  us 
through  Mr.  Frasier,  we  have  drawn  up  the  enclosed  pro- 
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ject  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  whicb  we  do  ourselves  the 
honor  to  propose  to  the  confflderation  of  hb  Majesty's 
Ministers. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


ARTiCfi£  I.  The  subjects  of  hb  Britannic  Majesty 
may  frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries,  bays,  harbors, 
creeks,  rivers  and  ports,  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manu- 
factures and  merchandize,  in  ready  built  ships,  and  shall 
pay,  within  the  said  United  States,  no  other  or  greater 
duties,  charges  or  fees,  whatsoever,  than  the  natural  bom 
citizens  of  the  United  States  themselves,  are  or  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privi- 
leges and  exemptions,  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce, 
which  the  natural  bom  citizens  of  the  said  United  States 
do,  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  ii.  In  like  manner,  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America  may  frequent  all  the  coasts  and  coun- 
tries, bays,  harbors,  creeks,  rivers  and  ports,  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of 
produce,  manufactures  and  merchandize,  and  shall  pay  in 
the  dominions  of.  his  said  Majesty,  no  other  or  greater 
duties,  charges  or  fees,  whatsoever,  than  the  natural  bom 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ; 
and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  exemp- 
tions, in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  which  the  na- 
tural bom  subjects  of  Great  Britain  do,  or  shall  enjoy ; 


340        J-  ADAMS,  B.  FRANKLIN,  T.  J£FFER80N. 

sa^ng,  nevertheless,  to  the  chartered  companies  trading 
to  the  East  Indies  and  to  Hudson  Bay,  their  rights. 

Article  hi.  More  especially,  each  party  shall  have 
a  right  to  carry  all  kinds  of  produce,  manufactures  and 
merchandize,  of  whatever  place  they  may  be  the  growth 
or  manufacture,  in  their  own  vessels,  navigated  by  their 
own  or  any  other  seamen,  to  any  parts  of  the  dominions 
of  the  other,  where  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  persons  free- 
ly to  purchase  them,  and  thence  to  take  produce,  manu- 
factures and  merchandize,  of  whatever  place  or  growth, 
which  all  persons  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  free  to  sell 
them,  paying,  in  both  cases,  such  duties,  charges  and 
fees,  only,  as  are  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  natural  bom 
subjects  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  dominions  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  and  the  natural  bom  citizens  of  the  said 
United  States  within  their  dominions;  nevertheless,  each 
party  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  prohibit,  in  their  re- 
spective countries,  the  exportation  or  importation  of  any 
species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever.  In  this 
case,  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  contracting 
parties,  shall  not  import  or  export  the  merchandize  pro- 
hibited by  the  other.  But  if  one  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties permits  any  person  of  their  own  or  any  other  nation 
to  import  or  export  the  same  merchandize,  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  the  other  shall  immediately  enjoy  the  same 
liberty. 

Article  iv.  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  agree  that  this  treaty  shall  be  in 
force  during  years  from  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 

tions;  and  that  this  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides, 
and  the  ratifications  exchanged  within  one  year  fit>m 
the  day  of  its  signatures. 
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Article  v.  The  contracting  parties  grant  to  each 
other  the  liberty  of  having,  each  in  the  ports  of  the 
other,  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  agents  and  commissaries, 
of  their  own  appointment.  But  if  any  such  Consuls 
shall  exercise  commerce,  they  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
same  laws  and  usages  to  which  the  priVate  individuals 
of  their  nation  are  submitted  in  the  same  place. 


FROM   THE    COMMISSIONERS    TO   JOHN    JAY. 

Grosvenor  Square,  Harch  38,  1786. 
Sir, 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  London,  we 
had  a  conference  with  the  Ambassador  of  Tripoli^  at  his 
house. 

The  amount  of  all  the  information  we  can  obtain  from 
him,  was,  that  a  perpetual  peace  was  in  all  respects  the 
most  advisable,  because  a  temporary  treaty  would  leave 
room  for  increasing  demands  upon  every  renewal  of  it, 
and  a  stipulation  for  annual  payments  would  be  liable  to 
failures  of  performance,  which  would  renew  the  war, 
repeat  the  negotiations,  and  continually  augment  the 
claims  of  his  nation,  and  the  difference  of  expence  would 
by  no  means  be  adequate  to  the  inconvenience,  since 
12,500  guineas  to  his  constituents,  with  ten  per  cent 
upon  that  sum  for  himself,  must  be  paid  if  the  treaty  was 
made  for  only  one  year. 

That  30,000  guineas  for  his  employers  and  £3,000 
for  himself,  was  the  lowest  teims  upon  which  a  perpetual 
peace  could  be  made,  and  that  this  must  be  paid  in  cash 
on  the  delivery  of  the  treaty  signed  by  his  Sovereign ; 
that  no  kind  of  merchandizes  could  be  accepted. 
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That  Tunis  would  treat  upon  the  same  terms,  but  he 
could  not  answer  for  Algiers  or  Morocco. 

We  took  the  liberty  to  make  some  enquiries  concern- 
ing the  ground  of  their  pretensions  to  make  war  upon 
nations  who  had  done  them  no  injury,  and  observed  that 
we  considered  all  mankmd  as  our  fiiends  who  liad  done 
us  no  wrong,  nor  had  given  us  any  provocation. 

The  Ambassadpr  answered  us,  that  it  was  founded  on 
the  laws  of  their  Prophet,  that  it  was  written  in  their 
koran,  that  all  nations  who  should  not  have  acknow- 
ledged their  authority,  were  sinners,  that  it  was  their 
right  and  duty  to  make  war  upon  them  wherever  they 
could  be  found,  and  to  make  slaves  of  all  they  could 
take  as  prisoners,  and  that  every  Mussulman  who  was 
slain  in  battle  was  sure  to  go  to  Paradise. 

That  it  was  a  law,  that  the  first  who  boarded  an 
enemy's  vessel  should  have  one  slave  more  than  his 
share  with  the  rest,  which  operated  as  an  incentive  to  the 
most  desperate  valor  and  enterprize,  that  it  was  the 
practice  of  their  corsairs  to  bear  down  upon  a  ship,  for 
each  sailor  to  take  a  dagger  in  each  hand  and  another  in 
his  mouth,  and  leap  on  board,  which  so  terrified  their 
enemies  that  very  few  ever  stood  against  them  ;  that  he 
verily  believed  the  devil  assisted  his  countrymen,  for 
they  were  almost  always  successful.  We  took  time  to 
consider,  and  promised  an  answer,  but  we  can  give  him 
no  other,  than  that  the  demands  exceed  our  expectation, 
and  that  of  Congress,  so  much,  that  we  can  proceed  no 
further  without  fresh  instructions. 

There  is  but  one  possible  way  that  we  know  of  to  pro- 
cure the  money,  if  Congress  should  authorize  us  to  go  to 
the  necessary  expense,  and  that  is,  to  borrow  it  in  Hoi- 
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land.  We  are  not  certain  it  can  be  had  there,  but  if 
Congress  should  order  us  to  make  the  best  terms  we  can 
with  Tunis,  Tripoli  and  Morocco,  and  to  procure  this 
money  wherever  we  can  find  it,  upon  terms  like  those  of 
the  last  loan  in  Holland,  our  best  endeavor  shall  be  used 
to  remove  this  "formidable  obstacle  out  of  the  way  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  United  States. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  firop  Paul  R.  Randall, 
Esq.  at  Barcelona,  the  last  fix)m  Mr.  Barclay  was  dated 
Bayonne.  It  is  hoped  we  shall  soon  have  news  from 
Algiers  and  Morocco,  and  we  wish  it  may  not  be  made 
more  disagreeable  than  this  horn  Tunis  and  TripoK. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


Report  of  John  Jay  on  a  joint  letter  from   Messrs. 

Adams  and  Jefferson. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affaira,  7 
May  29, 1786.     5 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson  of  28th  March 
last,  together  with  a  motion  of  the  honorable   Mr. 
Pinckney  on  the  subject  of  it,  Reports  : 
That  those  gentlemen  in  this  letter  mention  that  in  a 
conference  with  the  Ambassador  of  Tripoli,  he  informed 
them,  '^  that  19,500  guineas  to  bis  constituents,  with  ten 
per  cent,  on  that  sum  for  himself,  must  be  paid  if  the 
treaty  was  made  for  only  a  period  of  one  year. 
That  thirty  thousand  gumeas  for  his  employers,  and 
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three  thousand  for  hiniself  were  the  lowest  terms,  on 
which  a  jperpe^ua/ peace  could  be  made. 

That  Tunis  would  treat  on  the  same  terms',  but  that 
he  could  not  answer  for  Aljgiers  or  Morocco. 

They  further  observe  that  if  Congress  should  order 
them  to  make  the  best  terms  they  can  with  Tunis,  Tri- 
poli, Algiers  and  Morocco,  and  to  procure  the  money 
wherever  they  can  find  it,  upon  terms  like  those  of  the 
last  loan  in  Holland,  then*  best  endeavors  should  be 
used,  &c. 

The  motion  in  question  proposes  an  instruction  confor- 
mable to  the  above  suggestion. 
Two  questions  seem  to  arise  on  this  letter : 
1st.  Whether  those  Ministers  shall  be  authorized  and 
instructed  to  make  the  best  terms  with  those  powers. 

3nd.  Whether  they  shall  be  authorized  and  instructed 
to  endeavor  to  borrow  money  in  Europe  for  the  purpose. 
Your  Secretary  thinks  full  confidence  may  be  reposed 
in  the  integrity  and  discretion  of  those  Ministers,  and 
therefore  is  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  leave 
the  terms  of  the  proposed  treaties  to  their  prudence. 

As  to  authorizing  and  instructing  them  to  endeavor  to 
borrow  money  for  the  purpose  in  Europe,  your  Secretary 
much  doubts  the  policy  of  it. 

The  probability  of  their  borrowing  so  much  money  ap- 
pears questionable. 

Because  those  nations  to  whom  our  war  with  the  Bar- 
bary  States  is  not  disagreeable,  will  be  little  inclined  to 
lend  us  money  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Because  no  funds  are  yet  provided  for  paying  even  the 
interest  of  our  former  loans,  either  foreign  or  domestic. 
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Because  the  payments  due  to  France,  though  pressed, 
have  not  been  completed. 

Because  the  reluctance  of  the  States  to  pay  taxes,  or 
to  comply  with  the  economical  requisitions  of  Congress, 
or  to  give  efficacy  to  their  federal  Government,  are  topics 
of  common  conversation  in  Europe. 

If  a  loan  should  be  attempted  and  not  succeed,  the 
credit  and  respectability  of  the  United  States  would  be 
diminished  by  the  attempt. 

Your  Secretary  thinks,  that  neither  individuals  nor  States 
should  borrow  money  without  the  highest  probability  at 
least  of  being  able  punctually  to  repay  it;  and  that  States 
should  never  attempt  a  loan,  without  having  previously 
formed  and  arranged  adequate  funds  for  its  discharge. 

It  appears  to  your  Secretary,  improper  to  open  such  a 
loan,  even  if  the  success  of  it  were  certain. 

Because,  as  the  federal  Government,  in  its  present 
state,  is  rather  paternal  and  persuasive,  than  coercive  and 
efficient.  Congress  can  make  no  certain  dependence  on 
the  States  for  any  specific  sums  to  be  required  and  paid 
at  any  given  periods,  and  consequently  are  not  in  capacity 
safely  to  pledge  their  honor  and  their  faith  for  the  repay- 
ment of  any  specific  sums  they  may  borrow,  at  any  given 
period,  which  must  be  the  case  if  they  should  make  this 
or  any  other  loan. 

Because,  as  the  people  or  generality  will  never  pro- 
vide for  the  public  expenses,  unless  when  moved  thereto 
by  constitutional  coercion,  or  by  the  dictates  of  reason, 
or  by  their  feelings;  and  as  the  first  of  these  motives  is 
here  out  of  the  question,  your  Secretary  thinks  it  proba- 
ble that  the  States,  on  being  applied  to,  will  be  more  dis- 
posed to  supply  money  to  purchase  these  treaties  of 
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peace,  while  they  feel  the  evSs  resulting  from  the  war, 
than  they  will  to  supply  money  to  repay  borrowed  sums, 
when  all  their  fears  and  dangers  from  Sallee  rovers,  Al- 
gerine  corsairs,  and  the  pirates  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  are 
vanished  and  gone. 

For  these  reasons  your  Secretary  is  much  inclined  to 
think  that  a  fair  and  accurate  state  of  the  matter  should 
be  transmitted  to  the  States — that  they  should  be  inform- 
ed that  the  sum  of  will  be  necessary  to  pur- 
chase treaties  from  the  Barbary  States,  and  that  until 
such  time  as  they  furnish  Congress  with  their  respective 
proportions  of  that  sum,  the  depredations  of  those  bar- 
barians will,  in  all  probability,  continue  and  mcrease. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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THE   ANSWERS  OF  JOHN   JAY, 

SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 


FROM    JOHN    JAY    TO    THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 


New  York,  March  15,  1785. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  en- 
closed, an  extract  from  tlio  journal  of  Congress,  respect- 
ing your  appointment  to  represent  the  United  States  at 
the  Court  of  Versailles,  as  their  Minister.  On  which  be 
pleased  to  accept  ray  sincere  congratulations. 

The  next  packet  will  bring  you  a  letter  of  credence, 
and  such  other  papers  as  this  appointment  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  render  proper. 

Mr.  Randall,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  has  also  in 
charge  a  packet  of  newspapers,  directed  to  Mr.  Adams, 
Dr.  Franklin,  and  yourself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM    JOHN    JAY  TO    THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,      ) 
Much  22,  1785.  5 

Sir, 
The  packet  being  still  here,  I  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  your  commission  and 
letter  of  credence.  Mr.  Randall,  who  goes  as  a  passen- 
ger in  the  packet,  has  my  other  letters,  and  will  be  the 
bearer  of  this.  Permit  me  to  reconmiend  him  to  your 
attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress, 

March  22,  1185, 

*'  The  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiiirs,  reported  the 
following  conunission  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  which  the  seal 
was  affixed. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
to  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq. 
send  greeting : 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  in- 
tegrity, prudence  and  ability,  have  nominated,  constitu- 
ted and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate, 
constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  Thomas  Jefferson, 
our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  reside  at  the  Court  of  his 
most  Christian  Majesty  ;  and  do  give  you  full  power  and 
authority  there  to  represent  and  to  do  and  perform  all 
such  matters  and  things  as  to  the  said  place  or  office  doth 
appertain,  or  as  may  by  our  instructions  be  given  unto 
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you  in  charge.  This  commission  to  continue  m  force  for 
the  space  of  three  years  fjx>m  this  day,  unless  sooner  re- 
voked. 

In  testunony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  his 
Excellency  Richard  Henry  Lee,  President,  at  the 
city  of  New  York,  this  tenth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  five,  and  of  our 
sovereignty  and  independence  the  ninth. 

RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 
Attest :  Charles  Thompson. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO   THOMAS  JEFFERSCtN. 

'  Office  fop  Foreign  Affairs,     7 

April  15,  1785.  5 

Sir, 

Mr.  Randall  who  sailed  in  the  last  French  packet,  was 
charged  with  despatches  for  you,  and  other  Ministers. 
Among  them  were  your  commission,  &c.  to  succeed  Dr. 
Franklin  at  the  Court  of  Versailles. 

The  probability  of  your  now  being  in  England  renders 
it  less  necessary  and  perhaps  expedient  that  I  should  not 
go  into  minute  details  :  especially  as  this  letter  would  in 
that  case  pass  through  the  British  Post  Office. 

I  enclose  a  "  statement  of  the  duties  payable  by  vessels 
of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Marseilles,  Bayonne, 
L'Orient  and  Dunkirk.  "  You  may  find  it  useful  on  se- 
veral occasions. 

Two  of  the  conmiissioners  lately  appointed  for  the 
treasury,  viz :  Mr.  Osgood  and  Mr.  Walter  Livingston, 
have  accepted  and  proceeded  to  business.     The  third, 
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viz:  Mr.  Gervais,  of  Soath  Carolina,  havbg  declined, 
another  will  soon  be  elected  to  supply  his  place.  So 
we  may  hope  soon  to  see  the  afiairs  of  that  department 
arranged  and  regulated. 

The  making  adequate  provision  for  our  debts,  and 
other  exigencies  of  government,  has  been  too  long  de- 
layed and  still  meets  with  obstacles.  An  opinion  of  the 
necessity  of  it  however  gains  ground,  and  I  flatter  myself 
will  eventually  become  general  and  operative. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM    THOMAS   JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Paris,  !klay  11,  1785- 

Sir, 

I  was  honored,  on  the  2d  instant,  with  the  receipt  of 
your  favor  of  March  15th,  enclosing  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  appointing  me 
their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  this  Court ;  and  also  of 
your  second  letter  of  March  22d,  covering  the  commis- 
sion and  letter  of  credence  for  that  appo'mtment. 

I  beg  permission,  through  you,  sir,  to  testify  to  Con- 
gress my  gratitude  for  this  new  mark  of  their  favor,  and 
my  assurances  of  endeavoring  to  merit,  by  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  annexed  to  it. 

Fervent  zeal  is  all  which  I  can  be  sure  of  carrying  into 
their  service,  and  where  I  fail  through  a  want  of  those 
powers  which  nature  and  circumstances  deny  me,  I  shall 
rely  on  their  indulgence,  and  much  also  on  the  candor 
with  which  your  goodness  will  present  my  proceedings  to 
their  eye.     The  kind  terms  in  which  you  are  pleased  to 
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notify  this  honor  to  me,  require  my  sincere  thanks.  I 
beg  you  to  accept  them,  and  to  be  assured  of  the  perfect 
esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


rROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  May  15,  1785. 
Sir, 

As  it  frequently  happens  that  we  cannot  meet  with 
passengers  going  hence  to  the  packet,  to  whom  we  may 
commit  our  letters,  and  it  may  be  often  necessary  to  write 
to  you  on  subjects  improper  for  the  inspection  of  this 
Government,  to  which  the  letters  by  post  are  subject,  I 
have  made  out  a  cypher,  which  I  now  enclose,  and  de- 
liver to  young  Mr.  Adams,  who  will  have  the  honor  of 
delivering  you  this. 

The  plate  and  impression  have  been  made  under  my 
own  eye,  with  circumstances  of  such  caution  as  may  give 
you  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  JOHN   JAT  TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Office  ibr  Foreign  Afikirs,      ) 
June  15, 1785.  S 

Sir, 
I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  joint  letters 
from  Mr.  Adams,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  yourself,  with  their 
several  enclosures  of December,  1784,  and  9th  Feb- 
ruary, 18th  March  and  13th  April,  1785. 
Vol.  II. — 45 
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At  present,  I  am  not  charged  with  communicating  to 
you  any  instructions  of  Congress  on  the  subjects  of  them, 
though  it  is  possible  they  may  give  occasion  to  some. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith 
enclosed,  a  letter  from  Congress  to  his  most  Christian 
^Majesty ;  and  for  your  satisfaction,  I  also  enclose  a  copy 
of  it.  Permit  me  to  hint,  that  as  the  United  States  have 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  residing  at  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles, it  is  natural  for  them  to  expect  one  from  thence. 

I  have  directed  a  packet  of  the  latest  newspapers,  to 
be  prepared  and  sent  with  this,  from  which,  you  wiO  be 
enabled  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  most  material 
public  occurrences  in  detail. 

Our  commercial  people  grow  uneasy  and  dissatisfied 
with  restrictions  on  our  fofreign  trade,  and  particularly, 
with  the  British  dominions.  This  uneasiness  promotes  the 
system  of  perfecting  our  Union,  and  strengthening  the 
Federal  Government.  There  is  reason  to  hope  that  the 
legislatures,  in  the  ensuing  winter  sessions,  will  direct 
much  of  their  attention  to  these  important  objects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM   JOHN   JAT  TO    THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

reigpi  AfTaii 
July  IS,  1785 


Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,     ^ 

.5 


Sir, 
Since  mine  to  you  of  the  15th  June  last,  which  men- 
tioned to  you  the  receipt  of  such  of  your  letters  as  had 
then  come  to  hand,  I  have  not  been  favored  with  any  from 
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you.  Those  letters  were  immediately  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  are  still  under  their  consideration.     Whether 

any,  and  what  iurther  resolutions  or  instructions  will  re- 
sult from  their  deliberations,  is  as  yet,  uncertain ;  and, 
therefore,  lest  their  sentiments  and  mine  should  clash, 
I  forbear  saying  any  thing  officially  on  the  subject  for  the 
present. 

The  convention  respecting  Consuls,  or  rather  a  copy 
of  it,  sent  by  Doctor  Franklin,  has  also  been  received, 
and  laid  before  Congress ;  they  have  taken  it  into  con- 
sideration, but  have  as  yet  come  to  no  resolutions. 

We  have  intelligence  (which,  though  not  entirely  au« 
thentic,  is  believed  by  many,)  that  the  British  are  entic- 
bg  our  people  to  setde  lands  within  our  lines,  under 
their  government  and  protection,  by  gratuitous  supplies 
of  provbions,  implements  of  husbandry,  iic.  The  truth 
of  this  report  will  soon  be  ascertained ;  I  wish  it  may 
prove  groundless ;  if  true,  the  evacuation  of  the  iGrontier 
posts  is  not  to  be  expected,  and  another  war  is  to  be 
looked  and  prepared  for. 

We  suppose,  but  have  not  heard,  that  Mr.  Adams  b 
in  London.  We  are  anxious  to  receive  letters  ih)m  him, 
and  to  learn  with  certainty,  the  intentions  of  that  Court, 
with  respect  to  those  posts,  and  other  interesting  subjects. 

M.  Gardoqui  has  at  length  arrived.  He  b  charged 
with  the  afiairs  of  Spain,  with  Plenipotentiary  powers. 

Congress  appointed  Governor  Livingston  to  succeed 
Mr.  Adams  at  the  [Hague,  but  he  declining  it,  they  have 
since  elected  Governor  Rudedge,  whose  answer  cannot 
be  expected  for  some  time  yet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  JOHN   JAT   TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Office  for  Foreign  Afikirs,     7 
August  tS,  1785. 5 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  to  you,  which  was  the  13th 
ultimo,  I  have  been  honored  with  your  joint  letter  of  the 
11th  May,  and  with  two  others  from  you  of  the  same 
date. 

As  yet.  Congress  have  not  communicated  to  me  any 
resolutions  on  the  subjects  of  the  several  letters  from  their 
Mmisters,  which  have  been  received  and  laid  before  them^ 
and  the  convention  respecting  consular  powers,  is  still 
under  their  consideration. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  Treasury  is  now 
complete,  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee  to  be  one  of  them. 

The  answer  of  Governor  Rutledge,  who  has  been 
elected  for  the  Hague,  has  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

A  requisition  on  the  States,  for  supplies,  is  preparing, 
and  it  is  thou^t  will  pass  m  the  course  of  the  next 
month.  If  punctually  complied  with,  it  will  greatly  re- 
establish our  credit  with  those  who  entertain  doubts 
respecting  it. 

Our  harvest  is  good,  and  though  the  productions  of 
the  country  are  plenty,  yet  they  bear  a  high  cash  pric&— 
so  that  the  complaint  of  the  want  of  money  in  the  coun- 
try, is  less  well  founded,  than  a  complaint  of  distrust  and 
want  of  credit  between  man  and  man  would  be,  for  the 
apprehension  of  paper  money  alarms  those  who  have  any 
thing  to  lend,  while  they  who  have  debts  to  pay,  are 
zealous  advocates  of  the  measure.     Until  that  matter  is 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDBNCB.  357 

decided,  there  will  be  little  credit,  and  I  sometimes  think 
the  less  the  better. 

The  letters  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Adams,  were 
written  immediately  after  his  presentation,  and  contain 
nothbg  of  business,  so  that  our  suspense  on  certain  in- 
teresting points,  still  continues. 

I  herewith  enclose,  by  order  of  Congress,  some  pa- 
pers on  the  subject  of  our  trade  with  the  French,  which 
it  may  be  useful  for  you  to  know  the  contents  of;  and 
also  some  late  newspapers,  which,  though  not  very  inter- 
esting, may  not  be  altogether  useless. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  June  17,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  11th  of 
last  month,  by  young  Mr.  Adams,  who  sailed  in  the 
packet  of  that  month :  that  of  the  present  is  likely  to  be 
retarded  to  the  first  of  July,  if  not  longer. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  I  communicated  to  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  my  appointment  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  this  Court,  and  on  the  17th  delivered  my  letter  of  cre- 
dence to  the  King,  at  a  private  audience,  and  went 
through  the  other  ceremonies  usual  on  such  occasions. 

We  have  reason  to  expect  that  Europe  will  enjoy 
peace  another  year.  The  negotiations  between  the  Em- 
peror and  United  Netherlands  have  been  spun  out  to  an 
unexpected  length,  but  there  seems  Uttle  doubt  but  that 
they  will  end  in  peace. 

Whether  the  exchange  projected  between  the  Empe- 
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ror  and  Elector  of  Bavaiia,  or  the  pretensions  of  the 
former,  in  his  line  of  demarcation  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  will  produce  war,  is  yet  uncertain.    If  either  of 
them  does,  this  country  will  probably  take  part  m  it,  to 
prevent  a  dangerous  accession  of  power  to  the  house  of 
Austria.    The  zeal  with  which  they  have  appeared  to 
negotiate,  a  peace  between  Holland  and  the  Empire,  seems 
to  prove  that  they  do  not  apprehend  being  engaged  in 
war  against  the  Empire  or  any  other  power,  because,  if 
they  had  such  an  apprehension,  they  would  not  wish  to 
deprive  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  the  Dutch :  and 
their  opinion  on  this  subject  is  better  evidence  than  the 
details  we  get  from  the  newspapers,  and  must  weigh 
against  the  affected  delays  of  the  Porte,  as  to  the  line  of 
demarcation,  the  change  in  their  Ministry,  their  prepara- 
tions for  war,  and  other  sjrmptoms  of  like  aspect. 

This  question  is  not  altogether  uninteresting  to  us. 
Should  this  country  be  involved  in  a  continental  war, 
while  differences  are  existing  between  us  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  latter  might  carry  less  moderation  into  the  ne- 
gotiations for  settling  them. 

I  send  you  herewith  the  gazettes  of  Leyden  and  that 
of  France  for  the  last  two  months.  The  latter,  because 
it  is  the  best  in  this  country ;  the  former,  as  being  the 
best  in  Europe.  The  Courier  de  I'Europe  you  will  get 
genuine  from  London,  as  reprinted  here  it  is  of  less 
worth. 

Should  your  knowledge  of  the  newspapers  of  this 
country  lead  you  to  wish  for  any  other,  I  shall  take  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  adding  to  the  regular  transmissions 
of  the  two  others,  which  I  shall  make  you  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  JOHN   JAT   TO   THOMAB   J£FFERSON. 

New  York,  Septembtr  14»  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  joint  letters  of  the  11th  November  and  De- 
cember, 1784,  were  received  by  Congress.  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  receiving  other  joint  ones  of  9th  February, 
13th  April,  11th  May,  and  18th  June,  last;  and  also 
three  from  you,  viz:  two  of  the  11th  May,  and  one  of 
the  17th  June,  last. 

By  the  last  packet,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  two 
letters  to  you  of  the  13th  August,  1785,  which  I  hope 
have  come  safe  to  your  hands. 

As  yet,  I  havejheard  nothing  of  or  from  Captain  Lamb, 
who  was  the  bearer  of  several  important  papers  relative 
to  our  afiairs  with  the  Barbary  States. 

Your  correspondence  with  Mr.  Adams,  doubtless,  fur- 
nishes you  with  ample  information  relative  to  the  objects 
of  his  Legation.  His  letters  to  me  were  dated  at  a  time 
when  he  had  not  yet  entered  on  business.  His  reception 
is  satisfactory,  and  I  wish  the  result  of  his  negotiations 
may  be  equally  so.  In  my  opinion,  we  have  little  to  ex- 
pect from  the  liberal  policy  of  that  Court.  If  we  obtain 
justice  from  them,  my  expectations  will  be  fulfilled;  but 
even  of  that,  I  am  not  without  my  doubts. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  enter  minutely  into  the 
subjects  of  your  letters,  but  it  is  not.  They  still  remam, 
with  my  reports  on  some  of  them,  under  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress ;  so  that  at  present,  I  am  not  enabled  to 
convey  to  you  their  sentiments  respecting  those  matters. 

At  present  they  are  employed  in  forming  a  requisition 
for  suppUes — ^when  completed,  you  shall  have  a  copy 
of  it. 
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The  affair  of  Longchamps  is  agreeably  terminated. 
His  most  Christian  Majesty  will  not  persist  m  that  de- 
mand, and  the  paper  containing  it  has  been  returned  to 
M.  de  Marbois,  in  consequence  of  a  conference  I  had 
with  him  on  that  subject.  I  admire  the  wisdom  of  the 
French  Minister  in  forbearing  to  press  this  point.  It 
would  have  produced  discontent,  without  answering  use- 
ful purposes.  I  am  sure  he  has  gained  more  with  us  by 
this  temperate  and  prudent  conduct,  than  could  posdbly 
have  been  done  by  harsh  and  irritating  measures. 

Governor  Rutledge  declines  going  to  Holland,  so  that 
it  is  yet  uncertain  who  will  succeed  Mr.  Adams  there. 

The' vacant  seat  at  the  Treasury  Board,  has  been  given 
to  Mr.  A.  Lee.  That  Board  is  now  full,  and  consists  of 
Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  Walter  Livingston  and  Mr.  A.  Lee. 

A  Court  to  decide  the  controversy  between  Massachu- 
setts and  New  York,  is  to  meet  this  fall  at  Williamsburgh. 
It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  all  our  boundaries  were  ad- 
justed ;  and  that  the  vigor  of  Government  may  abate  the 
rage  for  making  new  States  out  of  parcels  of  the  old, 
which  prevails  in  some  of  them.  North  Carolina  and 
this  State,  suffer  by  such  unauthorized  proceedings,  and 
Massachusetts  has  her  fears.  Our  Federal  Government 
wants  power,  and  is,  in  may  respects,  inadequate  to  its 
objects.  Much  is  expected  from  the  ensuing  sessions  of 
the  Legislature ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  think  the  love  of 
popularity  restrains  many  from  promoting  the  measures 
which,  though  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  may  not  be 
pleasant  to  the  many  whose  views  and  wishes  are  chiefly 
personal. 

The  papers  herewith  enclosed,  are  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  me  from  Mr.  Shaw,  and  a  letter  from  me  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  President,  respecUng  it.     Congress  adopted 
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the  opinion  I  expressed  in  the  letter,  and  referred  it  to  me 
to  take  order.  As  both  letters  are  particular  and  in  de- 
tail, it  would  be  useless  to  repeat  in  this,  what  you  will 
find  in  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM   JOHN    JAT  TO   THOMAS    JErrEBSON. 

New  York,  September  15, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  fix)m  Count  de  Vergennes, 
and  also  a  copy  of  it  for  your  perusal  and  information. 
Although  certain  circumstances  have  left  to  M .  de  Mar- 
bois,  a  less  share  in  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  our 
people,  than  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  acquired,  yet, 
his  conduct  as  Charge  d'Afiaires  having  been  unexcep- 
tionable, he  merited,  and  has  received    commendation 
for  it.     He  is  still  here,  and  until  his  departure,  Mr. 
Otto  will  probably  postpone  entering  on  the  business  of 
his  place.     The  idea  of  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne's  re- 
turn still  prevails,  and  I  think  it  would  be  useful  that  he 
should,  because  it  is  generally  thought  that  his  private 
sentiments  and  wishes  are  friendly  to  this  country.     It  is 
much  in  the  power  of  Ministers  to  cherish  or  diminish 
harmony ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  France  may 
send  none  here,  who  may  be  more  disposed  to  blame 
than  to  approve.     The  Chevalier  already  possesses  rank 
and  character,  and  therefore  is  not  exposed  to  tempta- 
tions to  endeavor  to  raise  himself  by  the  means  of  the 
first  step  he  may  meet  with,  whether  clean  or  otherwise. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  &c.  JOHN  JAY. 

Vol.  II — 46 
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FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN    JAT. 

Paris,  July  12,  1785. 
Sir, 

My  last  letter  to  you  was  dated  the  17th  of  June. 
The  present  serves  to  cover  some  papers  put  into  my 
hands  by  Captain  Paul  Jones.  They  respect  ?.n  ancient 
matter,  which  is  shortly  this. 

While  captain  Jones  was  hovering  on  the  coast  of 
England,  in  the  year  1779,  a  British  pilot,  John  Jack- 
son by  name,  came  on  board  him,  supposing  him  to  be 
British.  Captain  Jones  found  it  convenient  to  detain 
him  as  a  pilot,  and,  in  the  action  with  the  Serapis,  which 
ensued,  this  man  lost  his  arm.  It  is  thought  that  this 
gives  him  a  just  claim  to  the  same  allowance  with  others 
who  have  met  with  the  like  misfortune  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  Congress  alone  being  competent  to 
this  application,  it  is  my  duty  to  present  the  case  to  their 
consideration,  which  I  beg  leave  to  do  through  you. 

Doctor  Franklin  will  be  able  to  give  you  so  perfect  a 
statement  of  all  transactions  relative  to  his  particular 
office  in  France,  as  well  as  to  the  subjects  included  in 
our  general  commission,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
enter  on  them.  His  departure,  with  the  separate  situa- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  will  render  it  difficult  to 
communicate  to  you  the  future  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mission, as  regular  as  they  have  been  heretofore.  We 
shall  do  it,  however,  with  all  the  punctuality  practicable, 
either  separately  or  jointly,  as  circumstances  may  require 
and  admit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FBOM    PAUL    JONES  TO  B.  FBANKLIN. 

Paris,  September  23,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  return  you  enclosed  the  letter  addressed  to  you  by 
John  Jackson,  pilot  of  Hull,  dated  at  Hull  the  16th  Octo- 
ber 1780.  The  certificate  joined  with  that  letter  is  (at 
least  in  substance)  a  copy  of  the  one  I  gave  him  at  the 
Texel,  after  his  arm  had  been  amputated  and  he  had  re- 
covered. It  does  however,  I  observe,  take  notice  that  a 
second  pilot  boat  came  off  from  the  Spurn  immediately 
after  that  belonging  to  Jackson.  I  had  occasion  to  de- 
tain both  of  these  boats,  and  it  was  on  board  the  second 
that  the  partner  of  Jackson  embarked  from  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  before  the  action  with  the  Serapis. 
The  second  lieutenant  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  was 
with  20  men,  all  the  time  of  the  battle  on  board  Jack- 
son's pilot  boat  at  a  distance,  and  when  I  found  it  impos- 
sible to  prevent  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  from  sinking, 
Jackson's  pilot  was  of  singular  service  in  saving  the  men, 
particularly  the  wounded,  some  of  whom  I  am  persuaded 
would  have  been  drowned,  had  I  been  without  that 
means  of  saving  them. 

Humanity  and  justice  require  that  I  should  earnestly 
recommend  that  unfortunate  man,  John  Jackson,  for  a 
reward  for  the  important  service  he  performed,  and  the 
great  loss  and  suffering  he  sustained.  I  thought,  and  I 
think  still  he  merited  half  pay  as  a  pilot  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  which  I  believe  is  six  dollars  per 
month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^c. 

PAUL  JONES. 
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rBOM  JOHN  JACKSON  TO  THE  AMERICAN    AMBASSADOR  AT 

THE  COURT   OF  FRANCE. 

HuU,  October  16,  1780. 

Sir, 
This  is  to  certify  by  the  copy  you  will  receive  en- 
closed, that  John  Jackson,  a  pilot  of  the  town  of  Kings- 
ton upon  Hull  in  England,  was  on  board  Captain  Paul 
Jones  in  the  action  of  22nd  September,  1779,  in  which 
the  said  John  Jackson,  the  pilot,  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  an  arm  in  the  action,  therefore  Mr.  Paul  Jones  gare 
John  Jackson,  an  hundred  ducats,  and  at  the  same  time 
promised  him,  that  he  should  be  paid  by  the  American 
Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  France  half  pay  of  a  pilot, 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  to  commence  from  the  22ttd 
day  of  September,  1779,  payable  every  six  months, 
therefore  humbly  begs  you  will  take  his  case  into  consi- 
deration, that  he  may  be  paid  agreeably  to  Mr.  Paul 
Jones'  writing  as  he  b  rendered  incapable  of  getting 
bread  for  his  poor  family. 

Witness  his  hand  this  16th  October,  1780, 
Who  is  sir,  &c.  his 

JOHN  ><  JACKSON. 
mark. 
Witness : 

Benjamin    Lister, 
William  Andrew. 
N.  B.  The  mayor  of  this  town  has  taken  the  real  writ- 
ing from  me  by  which  me  and  my  family  are  very  much 
distressed. 

his 
JOHN  X  JACKSON. 
mark. 
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If  it  please  your  Excellency  to  send  me  any  thing  at 
present,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  direct  it  for  John 
Jackson,  to  be  left  for  him  at  Captain  Ary  de  Jong,  one 
of  the  Hull  traders  at  Ostend.* 


PBOM    JOHN    J  AT    TO   THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

New  York,  November  2,  1785. 
Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  of  the  15th  September,  since 
which  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  12th  July 
by  Doctor  Franklin.  He  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  as 
good  health  as  when  he  left  France  ;  but  travelling  by 
land  being  painful  to  him,  we  have  not  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  him  here. 

We  have  been  for  some  thne  past,  looking  in  vain,  for 
a  French  packet.  Late  advices  of  the  Algerines  having 
commenced  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  make  us 
anxious  to  receive  letters  from  you,  and  to  know  whether 
Captain  Lamb  is  still  absent.  Duplicates  of  the  papers 
he  was  charged  with,  will  be  sent  to-morrow,  to  Mr. 
Adams,  by  a  passenger  in  the  English  packet. 

The  English  give  us  some  trouble  on  our  eastern  bor- 
ders, the  true  river  St.  Croix  is  disputed,  and  they  wish 
to  extend  their  jurisdiction  to  lands  actually  held  by 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Adams  has  instructions  to  represent 
this  matter  to  the  British  Court,  and  endeavor  to  get  the 
dispute  amicably  terminated. 


•For  letter  of  Doctor  Franklin  and  other  papers  on  this  subject, 
See  pft£^  81  et  seq.  of  this  vol. 
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Our  frontier  posts  still  remain  occupied  by  British  gar- 
risons, nor  are  we  informed  when  they  will  be  evacuated. 

The  late  requisition  of  Congress  has  been  sent  you; 
another  copy,  and  the  subsequent  public  papers  accom- 
pany this.  The  measures  of  the  legislatures  at  their 
ensuing  sessions,  will  be  very  interesting ;  and  you  shall 
be  informed  of  them. 

The  convention  respecting  Consuls  still  lays  before 
Congress,  and  I  have  as  yet  no  orders  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Houdon  is  the  bearer  of  this.  Congress  think  of 
employing  him,  but  he  is  not  prepared  to  make  an  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  of  the  statue  they  have  voted,  so 
that  this  matter  must  rest  for  the  present. 

A  federal  court,  to  decide  the  claims  of  Massachusetts 
on  the  part  of  New  York,  is  forming;  and  there  is  reason  to 
hope  that  disagreeable  business  will  be  finally  concluded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON  TO    JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  August  14,   1785. 

Sir, 
I  was  honored,  on  the  22d  ultimo,  with  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  June  15th,  and  delivered  the  letter  therein 
enclosed,  from  the  President  of  Congress,  to  the  King. 
I  took  an  opportunity  of  asking  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
whether  the  Chevalier  Luzerne  proposed  to  return  to 
America  ?  He  answered  me  that  he  did,  and  that  he  was 
here  for  a  lime,  only  to  arrange  his  private  afiairs.  Of 
course  this  stopped  my  proceeding  further,  in  compliance 
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with  the  hmt  m  your  letter.  I  knew  that  the  Chevalier 
Luzerne  still  retained  the  character  of  Minister  to  Con- 
gress, which  occasioned  my  premising  the  question  I  did. 
But  notwithstanding  the  answer,  which  indeed  was  the 
only  one  the  Count  de  Vergennes  could  give  me,  I  be- 
lieve, that  it  is  not  expected  that  the  Chevalier  will  return 
to  America ;  that  he  is  waiting  an  appointment  here  to 
some  of  then:  embassies  or  some  other  promotion,  and  in 
the  meantime,  as  a  favor,  is  permitted  to  retain  his  former 
character.  Knowing  the  esteem  borne  him  in  America, 
I  did  not  suppose  it  would  be  wished  that  I  should  add 
any  thing  which  might  occasion  an  injury  to  him,  and  the 
rather,  as  I  presumed  that  at  this  time  there  did  not  exist 
the  same  reason  for  wishing  the  arrival  of  a  Minister  in 
America,  which  perhaps  existed  there  at  the  date  of  your 
letter. 

Count  Adhemar  has  just  arrived  from  London,  on  ac- 
count of  a  paralytic  disease  with  which  he  has  been  struck. 
It  does  not  seem  improbable  that  his  place  will  be  sup- 
plied, and  perhaps  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 

A  French  vessel  has  lately  refused  the  salute  to  a  Bri- 
tish armed  vessel  in  the  channel.  The  Charge  d'Affaires 
of  Great  Britain  at  this  Court,  (their  Ambassador  having 
gone  to  London  a  few  days  ago,)  made  this  the  subject 
of  a  conference  with  the  Count  de  Vergennes  on  Tues- 
day last.  He  told  me  that  the  Count  explained  the 
transaction  as  the  act  of  the  individual  master  of  the 
French  vessel,  not  founded  in  any  public  orders.  His 
earnestness  and  his  endeavors  to  find  terms  sufficiently 
soft  to  express  the  Count's  explanation,  had  no  tendency 
to  lessen  any  doubts  I  might  have  entertained  on  this 
subject.     I  think  it  possible  the  refusal  may  have  been 
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by  order ;  nor  can  I  believe  that  Great  Britain  is  in  a 
condition  to  resent  it,  if  it  was  so.  In  this  case  we  shall 
see  it  repeated  by  France,  and  the  example  will  then  be 
soon  followed  by  other  nations. 

The  news  writers  bring  together  this  circumstance  with 
the  departure  of  the  French  Ambassador  fiom  London, 
and  the  English  Ambassador  from  Paris,  the  manoeuvring 
of  a  French  fleet  just  oflf  the  channel,  the  collectmg  some 
English  vessels  of  war  in  the  channel,  the  failure  of  a 
commercial  treaty  between  tlie  two  countries,  a  severe 
arrit  here  against  English  manufactures,  as  foreboding 
war. 

It  is  possible  that  the  fleet  of  manoeuvre,  the  refusal 
of  the  salute,  and  the  English  fleet  of  observation,  may 
have  a  connexion  with  one  another.  But  I  am  persuaded 
the  other  facts  are  totally  independent  of  these  and  of 
one  another,  and  are  accidentally  brought  together  m 
point  of  time.  Neither  nation  is  in  a  condition  to  go  to 
war.  Great  Britain  indeed  the  least  so  of  the  two.  The 
latter  power,  or  rather  its  monarch,  as  Elector  of  Hano- 
ver, is  lately  confederated  with  the  King  of  Prussia  and 
others  of  the  Germanic  body,  evidently  in  opposition  to 
the  Emperor's  designs  on  Bavaria.  An  alliance  too,  be- 
tween the  Empress  of  Russia  and  Republic  of  Venice, 
seems  to  have  had  him  in  view,  as  he  had  meditated  some 
exchange  of  territory  with  that  RepubUc. 

This  desertion  of  the  powers  heretofore  thought  friend- 
ly to  him,  seems  to  leave  no  issue  for  hb  ambition  but  on 
the  side  of  Turkey.  His  demarcation  with  that  country 
is  still  unsettled.  His  difference  with  the  Dutch  is  cer- 
tainly agreed.  The  articles  are  not  yet  made  public ; 
perhaps  not  quite  adjusted.  Upon  the  whole,  we  may 
count  on  another  year  of  peace  in  Europe,  and  that  our 
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biEmrassments,  which  might  encourage  Great  Britain  to  be 
difficult  in  settling  the  points  still  unsettled  between  us. 

You  have  doubtless  seen  in  the  papers  that  this  Court 
Was  sending  two  vessels  into  the  South  Sea,  under  the 
conduct  of  a  Captain  Peyrouse.  They  give  out  that  the 
object  is  merely  for  the  iniprovement  of  our  knowlec^e 
of  the  geopraphy  of  that  part  of  the  globe,  and  certain 
it  is  that  they  carry  men  of  eminence  in  different  branches 
of  science.  Their  lading  however,  as  detailed  in 
conversations,  and  some  other  circumstances,  appeared  to 
me  to  indicate  some  other  desngn ;  perhaps  that  of  colo» 
ilizing  on  the  western  coast  of  America,  or  perhaps  only 
to  establish  one  or  more  factories  there  for  the  fur  trade. 

We  may  be  little  interested  in  either  of  these  objects  ; 
but  we  are  interested  in  another,  that  is  to  know  whethe/ 
they  are  perfectly  weaned  from  the  desire  of  possessing 
Gontmental  colonies  in  America.  Events  might  arise, 
which  would  render  it  very  desirable  for  Congress  to  be 
satisfied  they  have  no  such  wish.  If  they  would  desire 
a  colony  on  the  westem  side  of  America,  I  should  not  be 
^ite  satisfied  that  they  would  refiise  one  which  should 
oShr  itself  on  the  eastern  side.  Captain  Paul  Jones  be^ 
ing  at  L'Orient,  within  a  days  journey  of  Brest,  where 
Captain  Peyiouse's  vessels  lay,  I  desired  him,  if  he  could 
not  satisfy  himself  at  L'Orient  of  the  nature  of  this  equip- 
ment, that  he  would  go  to  Brest  for  that  purpose ;  con- 
ducting himbelf  so  as  to  excite  no  suspicion,  that  we  at- 
tended at  all  to  this  expedition.  His  discretion  can  be 
relied  on,  ilnd  his  expenses  for  so  short  a  journey,  will 
be  a  trifling  price^  for  satisfaction  on  this  point.  I  hope 
Vol.  II.— 47 
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therefore  that  my  undertaking,  that  the  expenses  of  his 
journey  shall  be  reimbursed  him,  will  not  be  disapproved. 

A  gentleman  lately  arrived  from  New  York,  tells  me 
that  he  thinks  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  Congress  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  effect  produced  here,  by  the  insult  of 
Longchamps  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.  Soon  after  my 
arrival  in  France,  last  summer,  it  was  the  matter  of  a 
conversation  between  the  Count  de  Vergennes  and  my- 
self. I  explained  to  him  the  effect  of  the  judgment 
against  Longchamps,  he  did  not  say  that  it  was  satisfacto- 
ry, but  neither  did  he  say  a  word  from  which  I  could  col- 
lect, that  it  was  not  satisfactory.  The  conversation  was 
not  official  because  foreign  to  the  character  in  which  I 
then  was.  He  has  never  mentioned  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject to  me  since,  and  it  was  not  for  me  to  introduce  it  at  any- 
time. I  have  never  once  heard  it  mentioned  in  conver- 
sation by  any  person  of  this  country,  and  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  there  remains  any  uneasiness  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  indeed  been  told  that  they  had  sent  orders 
to  make  a  formal  demand  of  Longchamps  from  Congress 
and  had  immediately  coimtermanded  these  orders.  You 
know  whether  this  be  true,  if  it  be,  I  should  suspect  the 
first  orders  to  have  been  surprised  from  them  by  some 
exaggeration,  and  that  the  latter  was  a  correction  of  their 
error,  in  the  moment  of  fiirther  reflection;  upon  the  whole 
there  certainly  appears  to  me  no  reason  to  urge  the 
State  in  which  the  fact  happened  to  any  violation  of  their 
laws,  nor  to  set  a  precedent,  which  might  hereafter  be 
used  in  cases  more  interesting  to  us  than  the  late  one. 

In  a  late  conversation  with  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
he  asked  me    if  the  condition  of  our   finances  was  im- 
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proving.  He  did  not  make  an  application  of  the  ques- 
tion to  the  arrearages  of  their  interest,  though,  perhaps, 
he  meant  that  I  should  apply  it;  I  told  him  the  impost 
still  found  obstacles,  and  explained  to  him  the  effects, 
which  I  hoped  from  our  land  office. 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  of  April,  did  not  come  to  hand 
till  the  27th  ult. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dumas  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  and  accompany  the  present  with  the  Leyden 
Gazettes,  and  Gazette  of  France,  from  the  date  last  sent 
you  to  the  present  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Parb,  August  14,  1785. 

Su-, 

The  letter  of  June  18th,  signed  by  Doctor  Franklin 
and  myself,  is  the  last  addressed  to  you  from  hence,  on 
the  subjects  of  the  general  commission. 

As  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Prussian  treaty,  whenever  it  should  be  in 
readiness,  should  be  made  separately,  the  intervention  of 
a  person  of  confidence  between  the  Prussian  Plenipoten- 
tiary aod  us,  became  also  requisite.  His  office  would  be 
to  receive  the  duplicates  of  the  treaty  here,  signed  by 
Doctor  Franklin  and  myself,  to  carry  them  to  Liondon  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  to  the  Hague  to  Baron  Thulemeier,  for 
their  signature.  Moreover,  to  take  hence  the  original 
of  our  full  powers  to  show  to  Baron  Thulemeier,  and  the 
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cop7  of  his,  which  he  had  befi>re  commuiiicated  to  ui,  to 
aak  from  him  a  sight  of  the  original,  to  compare  th^cofy 
with  it,  and  certify  the  latter  to  be  true. 

Mr.  Adams,  Dr.  Franklin  and  myself,  therefore,  bad 
concluded  to  engage  Mr.  Short,  (a  gentleman  of  Vir* 
ginia,  who  lives  with  me  at  present)  to  transact  this  busi- 
ness, and  to  invest  him  with  the  character  of  Secretary 
pro  hoc  vice,  in  order  that  his  signature  of  the  tr^th  of 
the  copy  of  Baron  Thulemeier's  full  power  might  a«i* 
thenticate  that  copy. 

On- the  receipt  of  the  letter  No.  1,  therefore,  from 
that  Minister,  Mr.  Short  set  out  hence  with  the  neces- 
sary papers.  By  a  letter  lately  received  from  him,  I 
expect  he  left  London  for  the  Hague  about  the  10th  in- 
stant, and  that  the  treaty  is  ultimately  executed  by  this 
time.  In  respect  to  the  desire  expressed  by  Baron  Thu- 
lemeier  in  the  letter,  we  associated  Mr.  Dumas  with 
Mr.  Short,  to  assist  in  the  exchange  of  signatures,  and 
other  ceremonies  of  execution.  We  agreed  to  bear  Mr. 
Short's  expenses,  and  have  thought  that  a  guinea  a  day 
(Sundays  excluded)  would  be  a  proper  compensation  for 
his  trouble,  and  the  necessary  equipments  for  his  jour- 
ney, which  could  not  enter  into  the  account  of  travelling 
expenses.  I  hope  by  the  first  safe  conveyance  to  be 
able  to  forward  to  you  the  original  of  the  treaty. 

No.  2  is  my  answer  to  Baron  Thulemeier's  letter;  No. 
3,  our  mstructions  to  Mr.  Short;  and  No.  4,  our  letter  to 
Mr.  Dumas. 

Mr.  Lamb's  delay  gives  me  infinite  uneasiness. 

You  will  see,  by  the  enclosed  papers.  No.  5,  6,  and  7, 
sent  me  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  that  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, at  the  instance  of  the  Spanisb  Court,  has  deli- 
vered up  the  crew  of  the  Betsey. 
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No.  8,  also  received  firom  Mr.  Carmichael,  is  a  list  of 
articles  given  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  the  last  year  by 
the  States  General. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Spanish  negotiator  at  Algiers, 
has  concluded  a  peace  with  that  State,  and  has  agreed  to 
give  them  a  million  of  dollars,  besides  a  very  considera- 
ble  quantity  of  things  in  kind. 

The  treaty  meets  with  difficulties  in  the  ratification  ; 
perhaps  the  exorbitance  of  the  price  may  occasion  them. 
Rumors  are  spread  abroad  that  they  are  pointing  their 
preparations  at  us.  The  enclosed  paper,  No,  9,  b  the 
only  colorable  evidence  of  this,  which  has  come  to  my 
knowledge.  I  have  proposed  to  Mr.  Adams,  that  if  Mr. 
Lamb  does  not  come,  either  in  the  French  or  Elnglish 
packet  then  (August  6)  next  expected,  to  send  some 
person  immediately  to  negotiate  these  treaties,  on  the 
presumption  that  Mr.  Lamb's  purpose  has  been  changed. 
We  shall  still  be  at  a  loss  for  the  instructions,  of  which 
he  is  said  to  have  been  the  bearer.  I  expect  Mr. 
Adams'  answer  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:     JEFFERSON. 


FROM   BARON    DE    THULEMEIER   TO    THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  July  19,  1785. 

Sir, 
The  King  has  perfectly  approved  the  plan  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce  and  amity,  with  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, which  has  been  the  result  of  our  common  cares, 
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and  in  the  manner  described  at  the  end  of  the  last  letter 
with  which  you  honored  me^  dated  26th  May  of  the 
present  year. 

His  Majesty  is^  moreover,  willing  that,  agreeable  to 
your  proposition,  sir,  and  that  of  your  colleagues,  the 
duration  of  the  said  treaty  be  in  the  first  instance  fixed  to 
ten  years,  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  my  instructions  that 
the  term,  mentioned  in  the  27th  article,  has  been  express- 
ed. He  orders  me  now  to  proceed  to  the  required  signa- 
ture with  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  to  direct,  with  their  good  pleasure,  the  introduction 
conformable  to  that  which  has  been  used  in  the  treaty  of 
commerce  concluded  with  the  King  of  Sweden. 

The  copy  of  the  treaty  herewith,  which  I  purpose 
signing  in  conformity  to  my  iull  powers,  comprehends 
these  different  objects,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  re- 
mmd  you,  sir,  of  the  proposition  which  I  took  the  liberty 
of  making  to  you  in  my  letter  dated  the  17th  of  June, 
to  authorize  Mr.  Dumas,  Charg^  d' Affaires,  to  proceed 
with  me  to  the  usual  exchange. 

The  King  only  waits  for  the  copy  to  which  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  shall  have  affixed  their  signatures, 
to  despatch  this  ratification  in  the  usual  manner. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 

P.  S.  Shall  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you,  sir,  to 
forward  to  America  the  letter  herewith  for  General  de 
Steuben ;  it  was  sent  to  me  by  one  of  his  female  rela- 
tions. 
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FROM   THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    THE    BAROM    DE   THULE- 

MEIER. 

Paris,  July,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your  letter  on  the 
24th  instant,  together  with  the  French  draft  of  the  treaty 
proposed  as  it  ultimately  meets  his  Majesty's  approbation. 
Doctor  Franklin,  our  colleague,  having  assisted  us  through 
the  progress  of  this  business,  we  were  desirous  he  also 
should  join  in  the  execution.  Duplicate  instruments 
were  therefore  prepared,  each  divided  into  two  columns, 
in  one  of  which  we  entered  the  English  form,  as  it  had 
been  settled  between  us,  leaving  the  other  blank  to  receive 
the  French,  which  we  expected  fh)m  you.  In  this  state, 
the  Doctor,  before  his  departure,  put  his  signature  and 
seal  to  the  two  instruments.  We  have  since  put  into 
the  blank  column,  the  French  form  received  from 
you,  verbatim.  As  we  thought  that  such  instruments 
should  not  be  trusted  out  of  confidential  hands,  and 
the  bearer  thereof,  William  Short,  Elsquire,  hereto- 
fore a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
happened  to  be  in  Paris,  and  willing  to  give  us  his  assist- 
ance herein,  they  are  delivered  into  his  hands,  with  other 
necessary  papers,  according  to  an  arrangement  previously 
made  between  Mr.  Adams,  Doctor  Franklin  and  myself. 
He  will  proceed  to  London  to  obtain  Mr.  Adams'  signa- 
ture, and  thence  to  the  Hague,  where  we  have,  according 
to  your  desire,  associated  Mr.  Dumas  with  him,  to  concur 
with  you  in  the  final  execution. 

It  is  with  singular  pleasure,  I  see  this  connexion  form- 
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ed  by  my  country,  with  a  sovereign  whose  character  gives 
a  histre  to  all  the  transactions  of  which  he  makes  a  part. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


tutntdumi  from  John  Adams  and  Jhmat  Jeffersim  to 

William  Short. 
Sir, 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  having  been 
arranged  with  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  his  Majesty's 
Envoy  Elxtraordinary  at  the  Hague,  specially  empoweved 
for  this  purpose,  and  it  being  inconsistent  with  our  duties 
to  repair  to  that  place  ourselves  for  the  purpose  of  exe-* 
coting  and  exchanging  the  instruments  of  treaty,  we  here- 
by appoint  you  special  secretary  for  that  purpose. 

You  receive  f^m  Colonel  Humphreys,  Secretary  of 
our  Legation,  the  original  of  our  full  powers,  and  a  copy 
of  the  same  attested  by  him,  the  full  power  heretofcnre 
communicated  to  us  by  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  and 
the  two  instruments  of  treaty  arranged  between  us,  each 
in  two  columns,  the  one  in  English  and  the  other  id 
French,  equally  originals.    From  us  you  receive  a  letter 

to  Charles  Dumas,  Esq. for  the  United  States 

at  the  Hague,  associating  him  with  you,  in  the  objects  of 
your  mission. 

You  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  Hague,  and  be^ 
ing  arrived  there,  will  deliver  the  letter  to  Mr.  Dumas, 
and  proceed  conjunctively  with  him  in  the  residue  of 
your  business,  which  is  to  be  executed  there. 
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The  original  of  our  iiill  powers  is  to  be  exhibited  to 
the  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia, 
and  the  attested  copy  is  to  be  left  with  him,  you  taking 
back  the  origmal.  You  will  in  like  manner  ask  an  exhi- 
bition of  the  original  of  his  full  powers,  and  also  a  copy 
duly  attested  ;  you  will  compare  the  copy  with  the  ori- 
^nal,  and  being  satisfied  of  its  exactness,  you  will  return 
the  original  and  keep  the  copy.  That  you  may  be 
under  no  doubt  whether  the  full  powers  exhibited  to  you 
be  sufficient  or  not,  you  will  receive  from  Col.  Hum- 
phreys those,  which  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier  heretofore 
sent  to  us.  If  those  which  shall  be  exhibited,  agree 
with  these  in  form  or  substance,  they  will  be  sufficient. 

The  fiill  powers  being  approved  on  each  side  and  ex- 
changed, you  will  obtain  the  signature  and  seal  of  the 
Prussian  Plenipotentiary  to  the  two  mstruments  of  treaty, 
with  which  you  are  charged,  and  yourself  and  Mr.  Dumas 
will  attest  the  same.  One  of  those  original  instruments 
will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Prussian  Plenipotentiary, 
the  other  you  wH  retain. 

You  will  ask  that  the  ratification  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Prussia  be  made  known  to  us,  as  soon  as  it  shall 
have  taken  place,  giving  an  assurance  on  our  part,  that 
that  of  Congress  shall  also  be  communicated,  so  soon  as 
it  shall  have  taken  place— ^hen  both  ratifications  shall  be 
known,  measures  may  be  concerted  for  exchanging  them. 
You  will  confer  with  the  said  Plenipotenti^  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  keeping  this  treaty  uncommunicated  to  the 
public,  until  the  exchange  of  ratifications  and  agree  ac- 
cordingly. You  will  then  return  to  Paris,  and  re-deliver 
to  the  Secretary  of  our  Legation,  our  original  full  powers, 
Vol.  II.— 48 


878  THOMAS  nFFBMON-^OHN  MT. 


the  copies  of  those  of  Prusria  beforementionedy  and  the 
original  iostrament  of  the  treatj'  which  you  shall  have 
retained. 

(London)  JOHN  ADAMS. 

(Paris)  TH:  JEFFERSON. 


INSTRUCTIONS   ffiOM  JOHN   ADAMS   £Sh   THOMAS  JEF- 
FERSON  TO   CHARLES   DUMAS. 
Si^, 

A  treaty  of  amity  ind  commerce  between  thd  Unit^ 
States  of  Ammca  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia, 
having  been  arranged  by  us  with  the  Barod  de  Thule- 
mei^r,  his  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  the  Hiq^e, 
specially  empowered  for  this  purpose ;  and  it  being  ia- 
consistent  with  our  other  duties  to  repair  to  that  place 
ourselves,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  and  exchanging 
the  instruments  of  treaty,  We  have  delivered  the  samoi 
duly  executed  on  our  pkrt,  to  the  bearer  hereof^  Willitai 
Short,  Esquire,  to  be  by  him  carried,  with  other  necessarjr 
papers,  to  the  Hague. 

When  arrived  there,  we  ask  and  jiuthorit^  you  to 
manage^  in  conjunction  with  him^  the  execution  and  ex- 
change of  the  instruments  of  treaty^  according  to  the  in^ 
sthi^dns  he  receives  from  us,  and  will  <tommuilicikte  to 
you. 

Your  former  attention  i6  the  inteifests  of  thd  United 
Stbtes,  and  readiness  to  promote  themi  give  us  assurance 
that  you  \rill  not  withhold  them  on  the  present  occadite. 

We  have  the  honor  66  be,  &c. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
TH^  JEFFERSON 
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FJBOIf   MfK.    CA|UfICH4EI<  TO   THOMAS   JEFF£BSON. 

Cadis,  July  19, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  now  the  pleasure  co  advise  you,  that  the  captam 
and  crew  of  the  brig  Betsy  arrived  here  yesterday  from 
Barbary,  with  Mr.  Salinas,  and  were  immediately  deli- 
vered to  me,  to  be  disposed  of  as  I,  in  my  Consular  ca- 
pacity, may  judge  proper.  They  have  already  cost  me 
a  good  deal  of  money,  and  must  cost  me  more,  before 
they  can  be  shipped  off,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. It  se^ms  to  me  the  public  is  justly  liable  for  all 
these  charges.  However,  since  the  Commissioners  are 
of  a  different  opinion,  we  must  see  what  can  be  done  at 
home.  I  this  morning  waited  on  Mr.  Salinas,  to  return 
him  thanks,  in  the  best  Spanish  I  could  muster,  for  the 
frimdly  interposition  of  his  Majesty  and  his  own  conduct  in 
this  affiur.  He  received  me  very  pditely,  and  desired  me 
to  inform  you  of  what  he  had  done,  adding,  that  he  had 
recommended  the  United  States,  in  a  particular  manner 
to  the  Emperor,  who,  however,  must  have  an  |Cnvoy 
and  presents  from  them  soon,  or  he  will  not  be  our  friend. 
The  Brig  was  also  ordered  to  be  delivered  up,  but  the  cap- 
tain informs  me  she  is  gone  to  wreck,  and  can  never  be  re- 
fitted for  sea  except  at  a  greater  exp^ise  than  she  is  woitb. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  get  what  is  remaining  of  the  cargo* 
I  am  alarmed  on  account  of  the  Algerines.  Their 
peace  with  Spain  has  opened  a  lai^e  field  to  their  pira* 
cies ;  several  of  their  cruisers  are  out,  and  I  hear  that 
thirteen  prizes  have  ahready  passed  the  straits,  chiefly 
Portuguese,  I  im^ine. 

The  Americans,  I  hope,  are  too  much  frightened  al- 
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ready  to  venture  any  vessek  this  way,  especially  during 
the  summer.  They  run  some  risk,  however,  even  b  the 
more  northern  latitudes. 


WBOU  LOUIS  OOUBLOT  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHABL,  CHARQK 

D'ArrAiREs  or  the  united  states  or  america  to 

HIS   CATHOLIC   MAJESTT. 

Tanslation. 

Sallee,  June  35,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  very  great  plea- 
sure, that  in  consequence  of  what  I  hinted  in  my  last,  of 
the  10th  instant,  to  Mr.  Harrison,  his  Majesty,  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco,  has  liberated  captain  Erwin  and  his 
whole  crew,  whom  he  made  a  present  of  to  Don  Fran- 
cisco de  Salinas  y  Monino,  his  Catholic  Majesty's  Envoy 
to  his  Imperial  Majesty  of  Morocco,  with  order  that  the 
vessel  and  cargo  should  be  restored  to  the  captain,  who  ar- 
rived here  yesterday  from  Morocco.  He  is  to  set  out 
the  day  after  to-morrow  for  Tangiers,  under  the  escort  of 
the  Spanish  Ambassador. 

His  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  has,  moreover, 
ordered  that  the  Americans  should  be  clothed  for  their 
passage  here,  which  has  been  performed,  by  furnishing 
each  of  them  with  cloth  for  a  complete  suit. 

Allow  me  to  give  my  opinion  of  the  motives,  which 
have  induced  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  to  act  so  generous- 
ly towards  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Webster  Blount,  the  Dutch  Consul  General,  had 
requested  of  him  the  American  captives.  He  refused 
lum,  telling  him  that  he  should  only  interest  himself  in 
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behalf  of  his  own  nation.  It  was  reasonable  to  conclude 
from  this,  that  the  Emperor  was  not  disposed  to  release 
his  prisoners  so  soon,  notwithstanding,  he  released  them 
without  ransom  in  another  way.  This  is  a  political  stroke 
of  the  African  Monarch,  who,  in  my  opinion,  may  be 
actuated  by  two  different  motives,  although  at  the  same 
time  for  his  own  particular  benefit.  He  may,  in  the  first 
place,  flatter  himself,  that  by  behaving  generously  on  the 
present  occasion,  he  will,  by  that  means,  convince  all  the 
Christian  powers,  that  a  Mahometan  Prince  is  as  suscep- 
tible of  humanity  and  civility,  as  the  most  polished  nation 
of  Europe.  For  nothmg  more  flatters  the  grandeur  of 
this  Sovereign,  than  when  he  is  praised  on  account  of  his 
generosity  towards  the  Christians;  yet  notwithstanding, 
he  never  loses  sight,  that  by  treating  the  Europeans 
in  general  well,  he  obtains  more  profit  than  by  using 
them  ill. 

He  may,  in  the  second  place,  persuade  himself  that 
the  United  States  wiU  not  fail  to  treat  with  him ;  and  that 
when  they  shall  see  that  he  has  acted  thus  towards  the 
Americans,  they  will  the  more  earnestly  seek  his  fiiend- 
ship,  in  a  manner  that  will  be  beneficial  to  him. 

However,  I  still  continue  to  think,  that  unless  Congress 
speedily  makes  amicable  propositions  to  this  Sovereign, 
it  will  be  no  matter  of  surprise,  that  his  corsairs  commit 
fi*esh  acts  of  hostility,  against  the  American  vessels. 
However  that  may  be,  if  hereafter  you  should  conceive 
me  of  any  use  in  the  afiiiirs  that  may  happen  between  the 
United  States  and  Morocco,  I  can  only  take  the  liberty 
of  again  offering  myself,  with  the  same  zeal  that  I  have 
already  done,  and,  whilst  I  wait  your  Elxcellency's  orders 
to  continue  or  suspend  my  correspondence  on  this  subject, 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

LOUIS  GOUBLOT. 


aeg  TSOilAS  JSfFBnON-'-ilOiBI  MY. 

FROM  THE     COUNT  DX     FLORIOA    B|<ANCA   TO    WIIXUM 

CABMICUAXL- 

TrandatioD. 

Sir, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Francisco  Salinas  y  Monino, 
whom  the  King  has  appcxnted  his  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  at  the  Court  of  the  King  of 
Morocco,  informs  me  by  letter,  dated  the  15th  June, 
that,  having  applied  to  his  Majesty  to  order  the  Ameri- 
cans, whom  he  detained  as  prisoners,  to  be  delivered  to 
him,  that  Prince  had  granted  it,  and  also  the  vessel  in 
which  they  were  taken,  saying  that  he  wished  to  make 
peace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  King  of  Spain. 

I  postponed  giving  you  this  information,  until  I  could 
confirm  it  by  the  actual  delivery  of  those  Americans  and 
their  vessel,  to  the  aforesaid  Minister.  He  advises  me  on 
the  9th  July,  that  it  was  done,  and  that  he  had  received 
ten  Americans,  with  their  clothing,  and  also  the  brigan- 
tine,  but  in  a  state  not  to  be  navigated.  I  communicate 
this  to  you,  adding  that  the  said  Americans  are  now  at 
Cadiz,  at  the  disposition  of  their  Consul,  who  should 
also  give  orders  respecting  the  brigantine  left  at  Tangier. 

The  King  derived  much  pleasure  from  the  successful 
issue  of  this  negotiation,  in  which  his  Majesty  has  taken 
the  part  which  you  have  seen,  in  order  to  give  the  United 
States  this  further  proof  of  his  Jriendship  and  good  wiU, 
and  his  Majesty  remains  disposed  to  continue  them  on 
the  occasions  which  may  arise  from  this  subject  (in  case 
the  United  States  should  determme  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  overture  of  the  King  of  Morocco,  and  authorize 
you  for  it)  and  also  upon  all  other  occasions  interesting 
to  those  republics. 
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Translation. 

List  of  PreterUs  made  by  the  States  Oeneral  to  the 

Emperor  of  Morocco,  1784. 
69  Masts,  from  50  16  91  fedt  in  length. 
24  Poles,  from  36  to  54    do. 
15  Cables,  from  10  to  14  inches  circumferenee,  And 

120  fathoms  long. 
15  do.  from  6  ID  8  do^  100  fathoms  long. 
97  different  pieces  large  Cordage. 
160  pieces  smaller  do.  100  fathoms  each. 
10  tarred  do.  2i  inches  100  fathoms. 
150  balls  of  coarse  Twine. 
300  dozen  Cords  of  6  and  8  threads. 
18  Sounding  lines. 
1000  fathoms  from  2  to  42  threads. 

50  pieces  Iron  Cannon  6  pounders  with  carriages  and 

1500  Bullets. 
12  Anchors,  from  1150  to  1550  cwt. 
6  Kedge  Anchors. 
3  small  do. 

220  pieces  Sail  Cloth,  containing  10660  ells. 
45        do.  finer  4057  do. 

20        do.  Flemish  Cloth      8832  do. 

60  Skeins  Twine. 
1450  assorted  Pullies. 
100  pieces  of  wood  for  oars. 
9  large  pieces  for  Pumps. 
20  pieces  (or  smaller  do. 

51  Chests,  with  different  utensils  and  tools  for  the  Ar- 

tillery, Carpenters  and  Caulkers. 
12  Quadrants. 
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27  Sea  Charts. 

IS  Compasses. 

96  Hour  Glasses. 

SO  dozen  Sail  Needles. 

3  large  Lanthoms  and  30  small. 

6  Sounding  leads,  irom  IS  to  18. 

S4  tons  Pitch. 

10  pieces  Brass  S4  Pounders. 

10        do  18  Carriages  and  SOO  bullets  S41b. 

SOO  Shot,  181b. 

300  Casks  of  di^rent  sizes. 


EXTRAORDINARY    PRESENTS. 

S  pieces  Scarlet. 

S    do.     Green  Cloth. 

1     do.  do. 

1     do.    Blue     do. 

S    do.     White  do. 

1  Barrel,  containmg  S80  Loaves  Sugar  107SIbs. 

1  Chest,  lOOlbs.  tea. 

S  sets  India  Porcelain. 

1  Case,  containing  S4  large  China  Bowls. 

50  pieces  Muslin. 

3  Clocks. 

1  very  large  Watch. 


niPLtfiMTio  ofNonstrowMDioB.  see 

TKOM  JOBN   JAT  TO    IHOIUI  ItWWMaaOB. 

He«T«fe,  DecoHbwr.ins. 
Sir, 
The  bst  letter  I  have  fa»d  the  pleunre  of  reeeiTing 
from  yen,  is  dated  the  14th  Angnst  last.  My  last  to  jea 
H  dated  the  9nd  alt.  by  Mr.  Houdoo,  -who  I  hope,  hat 
by  this  time  safely  arrived.  Nothing  of  importance  haa 
nnce  occurred  except  the  aniva]  of  Mr.  Temple,  re- 
speoting  vhom,  1  enckae  the  copy  erf*  an  act  of  Coogiea 
of  ^d  instant. 

With  great  esteem,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 
You  will  herewith  receive  a  packet  of  newepapert. 


ntOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  TBOIUS  JirrERBOIT. 

New  Tork,  JuioMy  19.  I78S. 
Sir, 
Snce  my  last  of  7th  December  ultimo,  and  indeed  for 
some  time  before  that,  Omgresa  has  been  composed  of 
so  few  States  actually  represented,  as  not  to  haw  it  in 
thnr  power  to  pay  that  attentioD  to  their  foreign  aAvs, 
which  they  would  doubtless  have  otherwise  done.    Heiiee 
it  has  happened,  that  no  res<dutions  have  been  entered  iti- 
to,  on  any  of  the  important  subjects  submitted  to  their 
consideration.     This  obliges  me  to  observe  a  degree  of 
reserve  in  my  letters  respecting  subjects,  which  I  irish  to 
be  free  from,  but  vrhicb  is  nevertheless  necessary,  lest 
my  sentiments  and  opinions  should  be  opposed  to  thoee, 
which  they  may  adopt  and  wish  to  impress. 
Vol.  11—49 
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There  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  requisition  will  be 
generallj'  complied  with — I  say  generally,  because  it  is 
not  quitd  clear  that  -every  State,  without  exception,  will 
make  punctual  payments,  although  a  disposition  prevails 
to  miable  Congress  to  regulate  trade,  yet  I  am  apprehen- 
sive that,  however  the  propriety  of  the  measure  may  be 
admitted,  the  manner  of  doing  it,  will  not  be  with  equal 
ease  agreed  to. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  confederation  has 
not  been  so  formed,  as  to  exclude  the  necessity  of  all 
such  kind  of  questions,  it  certainly  is  very  imperfect,  and 
I  fear  it  4vill  be  difficult  to  remedy  its  defects,  until  expe- 
rience shall  render  the  necessity  of  doing  it  more  obvious 
and  pressing.  - 

[Several  lines  were  here  written  in  cyphers  of  which 
the  following  is  the  explication:] 

Does  France  consider  herself  bound  by  her  guarantee 
to  insist  on  the  surrender  of  our  posts?  Will  she  second 
our  remonstrances  to  Britain  on  that  head?  I  have  no  or- 
ders to  ask  these  questions,  but  I  think  them  important. 
Spain  insists  on  the  navigation  of  the  great  river,  and  that 
senders  a  treaty  with  her  uncertain  as  yet. 

Among  the  public  papers  herewith  sent,  you  will  find 
the  speech  of  the  Crovemor  of  New  York  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  answer  of  the  Senate.  A  spirit  more  fede- 
ral seems  to  prevail  than  that,  which  marked  their  pro- 
ceedings last  year.  You  will  also  perceive  from  the  pa- 
pers, that  Massachusetts  begins  to  have  troubles  similar 
to  those,  which  this  State  experienced  fifom  Vermont; 
North  Carolina  suffers  the  like  evils,  and  from  the  same 
causes.  Congress  should  have  recollected  the  old  maxim 
obttaprincyfiit* 
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I  wish  the  negotiatioiis  with  the  BuiMiy  powen  may 
pnyfe  sucoessfiil,  because  our  country  b  genend  deakes 
peace  with  them:  for  my  part,  I  prefer  war  to  tnbute, 
and  that  sentiment  was  strongly  expressed  in  my  report 
on  that  subject. 

Our  Indian  affiurs  do  not  prosper,  I  fear  Britain,  bids 
higher  than  we  do.  Our  surveys  have  been  checked, 
and  peace  with  the  savages  seems  somewhat  precarious; 
that  department  might,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  bettet 
managed. 

With  great  and  sincere  respect,  tic. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM   THOHAS    JXFFEBSON    TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  Aii|;iiit  30,  17S5. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  14th  instant, 
by  a  Mr.  Cannon,  of  Connecticut,  who  was  to  sail  in  the 
packet.  Since  that  aate,  yours  of  July  Idth,  is  comis  to 
hand.  The  times  for  the  sailing  of  the  packets  being 
somewhat  deranged,  I  avail  myself  of  a  conveyance  of 
the  present,  by  the  Messrs.  Fitzbughs,  of  Virginia,  who 
expect  to  land  at  Philadelphia^ 

I  enclose  you  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  the  Mareschai  de  Castries,  Minister  of  the  Ma- 
rine, and  myself.  It  is  on  the  subject  of  the  prize  money 
due  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Alliance,  for  prizes 
taken  in  Europe,  under  the  conunand  of  Captain  Jones. 
That  Officer  has  been,  under  the  direction  of  Ccxigress, 
neariy  two  years  soliciting  the  liquidation  and  payment  of 
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that  money.  Infimle  ddays  had  iMuded  the  liqukktioQ 
tiiitin  aoBtb  of  Jime.  k  wu  expected  wbeo  ibe  liqui- 
iklioii  was  aimoiitioed  to  be  completed,  that  tlie  money 
mm  to  be  received.  The  IL  de  Caatiies  doubted  the  au- 
thority of  Captain  Jones  to  receive  it,  and  wrote  to  me 
fi»r  infimDation.  I  wrote  him  cbe  lettmr  dated  July  10th, 
iriucbaeemed  to  dear  away  that  difficulty;  anotbor  aroae^ 
a  Mr.  P^hdberg  presenled  powers  to  receive  the  money. 
I  wrote  then  the  letter  of  August  3td,  and  received  that 
of  M.  de  Castries  of  August  12th,  acknowledging  he  waa 
satisfied  as  to  this  difficulty,  but  announcing  another,  to 
wit !  that  possibly  some  French  subjects  might  have  been 
on  board  the  Alliance,  and  therefore  that  Captain  Jones 
ought  to  give  security  for  the  repayment  of  their  portions. 
Captain  Jones  had  before  told  me  that  there  was  not  a 
Frenchman  on  boacd  that  vessel,  but  the  Captain.  I  m- 
quived  of  Mr.  Barclay,  he  told  me  he  was  satisfied  there 
was  not  one. 

Here  then  was  a  mere  possihiitty,  a  shadow  of  a  right, 
opposed  to  a  certain,  to  a  substantial  one,  which  existed 
in  the  mass  of  the  ciew,  and  which  was  likely  to  be  de- 
layed :  for  it  couM  not  be  expected  thai  Captain  Joaee 
could)  in  a  strange  country,  find  the  security  requited. 
These  difficulties  I  suppose  to  have  been  conjured  up, 
one.  after  another  by  Mr.  Puchelberg,  wbo  waited  to  get 
boU  of  the  money.  I  saw  but  one  way  to  cut  short 
these  everiasting  delays,  which  vrere  ruining  the  offioet 
soliciting  the  payment  of  the  money,  ajid  keeping  our 
seamen  out  of  what  tbey  had  hardly  fougbt  fiir  years  ago. 
This  was  to  undertake  to  ask  an  order  Iroa  Congress,  iwr 
the  payment  of  «ny  French  claimants,  by  Ijhw  bankfer  in 
Paris,  and  ia  the  BMantime  Id  tmdertake  lo  order  aiioh 
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paymMit,  should  any  such  claimflnt  prove  hia  title,  before 
the  pleasure  of  Congress  should  be  made  known  to  me. 
1  consulted  with  Mr.  Barclay,  who  seemed  s^isfied  I 
might  Tenture  this  undertaktog,  because  no  such  olaka 
could  be  presented.  I  therefore  wrote  the  letter  of  Au- 
gust 17th,  and  received  that  of  August  26tb,  finally  clos- 
ing dus  tedious  business. 

Should  what  I  have  done  not  meet  the  approbation  of 
Congress,  I  would  pray  their  imioediate  sense,  because  it 
■■  not  probable,  that  the  whole  of  this  money  will  be  paid 
ao  hastily,  but  that  their  orders  may  airire  in  time  to  stop 
a  sufficiency  for  any  French  clainiBnts,  who  may  possibly 
exist.  The  following  paragraph  of  a  letter  fiom  Captain 
Jones,  dated  "  L'Orient,  August  24,  1785,"  further  satis- 
fies me  that  my  undertaking  amounted  to  nothing  in  fact. 
He  says  it  is  impossible  that  any  legal  demands  should  be 
made  oa  you  for  French  subjects,  in  consequence  of  your 
eng^ement  to  the  M&reschal.  The  Alliance  was  manned 
in  America,  and  I  never  beard  of  any  persons  having 
served  on  board  that  frigate,  who  had  been  bom  in  France 
ezc^  the  Captain,  who,  as  I  was  informed,  had  in  Ame- 
ricaabjured  the  Church  of  Rome  and  been  naturalized.' 

Should  Congress  approve  of  what  I  have  done,  I  will 
tbeo  aak  their  resolutioa  for  the  payment,  by  their  banker 
bare,  of  any  such  claims  as  may  be  properly  authenti- 
cated, and  will,  moreover,  pray  of  you  an  authentic  roll 
of  the  crew  of  the  Alliance,  with  the  sums  to  be  allow- 
ed to  each  person ;  on  the  subject  of  which  roll.  Captain 
Jones,  in  the  iMter  above  mentioned,  says :  "  I  carried  a 
set  of  the  rolb  with  me  to  America,  and  before  I  em- 
luflked  in  the  Fnoch  fleet  at  Boston,  I  put  them  into  the 
faaoils  of  Mr.  Secietuy  Livingston,  and  they  w6re  scaled 
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up  among  the  papers  of  his  office  when  I  left  Ameiica." 
I  think  it  posnble  that  Mr.  Puchelberg  majr  exdte  claims. 
Should  any  name  be  oflfeied  which  shall  not  be  iband  on 
the  roll,  it  will  be  a  sufficient  disproof  of  the  pretension. 
Should  it  be  found  on  that  ndl,  it  will  remam  to  prove 
the  identity  of  the  penon,  and  to  inquire  if  payment  may 
not  have  been  made  in  America.  I  conjecture  fiom  the 
journals  of  Congress  of  June  Snd,  that  Landais,  who,  I 
believe^  was  the  captam,  may  be  in  America.  As  his 
portion  of  prize  money  may  be  considerable,  I  hope  it 
will  be  settled  in  America,  where  only  it  can  he  known, 
whether  aAy  advances  may  have  been  made  him. 

The  person  at  the  head  of  the  post  office  here,  says  he 
proposed  to  Doctor  Franklin  a  convention  to  fiicilitate 
the  passage  of  letters  through  their  office  and  ours,  and 
that  he  delivered  a  draft  of  the  convention  proposed,  that 
it  might  be  sent  to  Congress.  I  think  it  possible  he  may 
be  mistaken  in  this,  as,  on  my  mentioning  it  to  Doctor 
Franklin,  he  did  not  recollect  any  such  draft  having 
been  put  into  his  hands.  An  answer,  however,  is  ex- 
pected by  them.  I  mention  it  that  Congress  may  decide 
whether  they  will  make  any  convention  on  the  subject, 
and  on  what  principle.  The  one  proposed  here,  was, 
that  for  letters  passing  hence  into  America,  the  French 
postage  should  be  collected  by  our  post  offices,  and  paid 
every  six  months  ;  and  for  letters  coming  from  America 
here,  the  American  postage  should  be  collected  by  the 
post  offices  here  and  paid  to  us  in  like  manner.  A 
second  plan,  however,  presents  itself;  that  is,  to  suppose 
the  sums  to  be  thus  collected  on  each  side  will  be  equal, 
or  so  nearly  equal,  that  the  balance  will  not  pay  the 
trouble  of  keeping  accounts,  and  the  little  bickerings  that 
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the  settkinent  of  accounts  and  demands  of  the  balances 
may  occasion ;  and,  therefoie,  to  make  an  exchange  of 
postage.    This  would  better  secure  our  harmonyi  but  I 
do  not  know  that  it  would  be  agreed  to  here;  if  not,  the 
other  might  then  be  agreed  to. 

I  have  waited  hitherto^  supposing  that  Congress  might 
possibly  appoint  a  Secretary  to  the  legation  here,  or 
signify  their  pleasure,  that  I  should  appoint  a  private  Se- 
cretary to  aid  me  in  my  office.  The  communicationa 
between  the  Ministers  and  myself  requiring  often  that 
many  and  long  papers  should  be  copied,  and  that  in  a 
shorter  time  than  could  be  done  by  myself,  were  I  otherwise 
unoccupied,  with  other  correspcmdences  and  proceedings, 
of  all  which  copies  must  be  retained,  and  still  more,  the 
necessity  of  having  some  confidential  person,  who,  in 
case  of  any  accident  to  myself,  might  be  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  the  instructions,  letters  and  other  pa- 
pers of  the  office,  have  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary 
for  me  to  appoint  a  private  Secretary.  Col.  Humphreys 
finds  full  occupation,  and  often  more  than  he  can  do,  in 
writing  and  recording  the  despatches  and  proceeding?  of 
the  general  commissions.  I  shall,  therefore,  appoint  Mr. 
Short,  on  his  return  from  the  Hague,  with  an  express 
condition,  that  the  appointment  shall  cease  whenever 
Congress  shall  think  proper,  to  make  any  other  arrange- 
ment. He  will,  of  course,  expect  the  allowance  here- 
tofore made  to  the  private  Secretaries  of  the  Ministers, 
which  I  believe  has  been  a  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

An  improvement  is  made  here  in  the  construction  of 
the  musket,  which  it  may  be  interesting  to  Congress  to 
know,  should  they  at  any  Ume  propose  to  procure  any. 
It  consists  in  the  making  every  part  of  them  so  exactly 
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\j  that  what  bekngB  to  any  one,  may^be  used  for  every 
other  musket  in  the  magasine.  The  government  here 
has  examined  and  approved  the  method ;  and  is  e8tablisb-> 
ing  a  huge  manu&ctory  for  the  purpose,  As  yet  the  m ven* 
tor  has  only  completed  the  lock  of  the  musket  on  tlus 
plan.  He  will  proceed  immediately  to  have  the  banrel, 
stock  and  their  parts  executed  in  the  same  way.  Suppos- 
ing it  might  be  usefol  to  the  United  States,  I  went  to  the 
workman,  he  presented  me  the  parts  of  fifty  locks  taken 
to  pieces  and  arranged  in  compartments,  I  put  sevoal  to* 
gether  myself,  taking  pieces  at  hazard  as  they  came  to 
hand,  and  they  fitted  in  the  most  perfect  manner.  The 
advantages  of  this,  when  arms  need  repair,  are  evident. 

He  effects  it  by  took  of  hb  own  contrivance,  which 
at  the  same  time  abridge  the  work,  so  that  he  thinks  he 
shaU  be  able  to  furaish  the  musket  two  livres  cheaper, 
than  the  common  price.  But  it  will  be  two  or  three 
years,  before  he  will  be  able  to  furnish  any  quantity.  1 
mention  it  now,  as  it  may  have  influence  on  the  plan  for 
furnishing  our  magazines  with  this  arm. 

Every  thing  in  Europe  remains  as  when  I  wrote  you 
last. 

The  peace  between  Spain  and  Algiers  has  the  appear- 
ance of  being  broken  off. 

The  French  packet  being  arrived  without  Mr.  Lamb, 
or  any  news  of  him,  I  await  Mr.  Adams'  acceding  to  the 
proposition  mentioned  in  my  last. 

I  send  you  the  gazettes  of  Leyden  and  France  to  this 
date,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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Copt  of  a  Utter  from  Th:  Jeffenon  to  the  Mareschal 

•  .  de  Castries,  in  answer  to  one  received  from  him,  de- 

siring  to  know  how  far  Captain  Jones  was  authorized, 

to  receive  the  prize  money  due  to  the  crew  of  the  AU 

Kance. 

Paris,  July  10,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  on  the 
prize  money,  for  which  Mr.  Jones  applies.  The  papers 
intended  to  have  been  therein  enclosed,  not  having  been 
actually  enclosed,  I  am  unable  to  say  any  thing  on  their 
subject.  But  I  find  that  Congress,  on  the  1st  day  of 
November,  1783,  recommended  Captain  Jones  to  their 
Minister  here,  as  agent  to  solicit,  under  his  direction, 
payment  to  the  officers  and  crews  for  the  prizes  taken  in 
Europe  under  his  command :  requiring  him,  previously, 
to  give  to  their  Superintendent  of  Finance  good  security 
for  paying  to  him  whatever  he  should  receive,  to  be  by 
him  distributed  to  those  entitled.  In  consequence  of  this, 
Captain  Jones  gave  the  security  required,  as  it  is  certified 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  on  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1783,  and  received  from  Doctor  Franklin  on  the 
17th  of  December,  1783,  due  authority  as  Agent  to  so- 
licit the  said  payments. 

From  these  documents,  I  consider  Captain  Jones  as 
Agent  for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  interested  in 
the  prizes  taken  in  Europe  under  his  command,  and  that 
he  is  properly  authorized  to  receive  the  money  due  to 
them,  having  given  good  security  to  transmit  it  to  the 
Treasury  Office  of  the  United  States,  whence  it  will  be 
Vol.  II. — 50 
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distributed  under  the  care  of  Congress,  to  the  officers  and 
crews  originally  entitled,  or  to  their  representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


A    SECOND    LETTER   TO    THE    MARESCHAL    DE    CASTRIES. 

Paris,  August  3,  1785. 
Sir, 
The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  John  Pkul 
Jones,  on  the  subject  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the 

honor  to  write  me  on  the day  of  July,  will  inform 

you,  that  there  is  still  occasion  to  be  troublesome  to  you. 
A  Mr.  Puchelberg,  a  merchant  of  L'Orient,  who  seems 
to  have  kept  himself  unknown  until  money  was  to  be  re- 
ceived, now  presents  powers  to  receive  it,  signed  by  the 
American  officers  and  crews,  and  this  produces  a  hesita- 
tion in  the  person  to  whom  your   order  was   directed. 
Congress,  however,  having  substituted  Captain  Jones  as 
Agent  to  solicit  and  receive  this  money,  he  having  given 
them  security  to  forward  it,  when  received,  to  their  Trea- 
sury, to  be  thence  distributed  to  the  claimants;  and  hav- 
ing at  a  considerable  expense  of  time,  trouble,  and  money, 
attended  it  to  a  conclusion,  are  circumstances  of  weight, 
against  which,  Mr.  Puehelberg  seems  to  have  nothing  to 
oppose  but  a  nomination    by  individuals  of  the  crew, 
under  which  he  declmed  to  act,  and  permitted  the  busi- 
ness to  be  done  by  another,  without  contradiction  from 
him;  against  him  too,  it  is  urged  that  he  fomented  the 
sedition,  which  took  place  among  them,  that  he  obtained 
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this  nomination  from  them,  while  their  minds  were  under 
ferment,  and  that  he  hias  given  no  security,  for  the  faithful 
payment  of  the  money  to  those  entitled  to  it ;  I  will  add 
to  these,  one  other  circumstance,  which  appears  to  ren- 
der it  impossible  that  he  should  execute  this  trust.  It  b 
now  several  years  since  the  right  to  this  money  arose ; 
the  personis  in  wh6m  it  originally  vested,  were  probably 
from  different  States  in  America,  many  of  them  must  be 
now  dead,  and  their  rights  passed  on  to  their  representa- 
tives, but  who  are  their  representatives  ?  The  laws  of 
some  States  prefer  one  degree  of  relations,  those  of 
others  prefer  others;  there  being  no  uniformity  among 
the  States  on  this  point.  Mr.  Puchelberg,  therefore, 
should  know  which  of  the  parties  are  dead;  in  what 
order  the  laws  of  the  respective  States  call  their  rela- 
tions to  the  succession,  and,  in  every  case,  which  of 
those  orders  are  actually  in  existence,  and  entitled  to  the 
share  of  the  deceased.  With  the  Atlantic  ocean  be- 
tween the  principals  and  their  substitutes,  your  Excel- 
lency will  perceive  what  an  inexhaustible  source  of  diffi- 
culties, of  chicanery,  and  of  delay,  this  might  furnish  to 
a  person  who  should  find  an  interest  in  keeping  this 
money  as  long  as  possible  in  his  own  hands,  whereas,  if 
it  be  lodged  m  the  treasury  of  Congress,  they,  by  an 
ea^y  reference  to  the  tribunals  of  the  different  States, 
can  have  every  one's  portion  immediately  rendered,  to 
himself  if  living,  and  if  dead,  to  such  of  his  relations  as 
the  laws  of  the  particular  State  prefer,  and  as  shall  be 
found  actually  living.  I  the  rather  urge  this  course,  as  I 
foresee  that  it  will  relieve  your  Excellency  from  number- 
less appeals,  which  these  people  will  be  continually 
making,  from  the  decisions  of  Mr.  Puchelberg,  appeals 
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likely  to  perpetuate  that  trouble,  of  which  you  have 
already  had  too  much,  and  to  which  I  am  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  add,  by  asking  a  peremptory  order  {or  the  ex- 
ecution of  what  you  were  before  pleased  to  decide  on 
this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &cc. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FBOM    CAPTAIN    J.    PAUL   JONES   TO    THOMAS   JEFFEKSON. 

L'Orient,  July  31,  1785. 

Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  write  you  the  the  29th  of  this 
month,  praying  you  to  address  the  Court,  to  prevent  Mr. 
Puchelberg,  a  French  merchant  here,  from  receiving  the 
prize  money  due  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
who  served  on  board  the  squadron  I  commanded  in  Eu- 
rope. I  have  done  my  duty,  and  with  great  trouble  and 
expense  both  of  time  and  money,  obtained  a  settlement 
in  their  favor  from  government.  But  if  Mr.  Puchelberg, 
who  has  taken  no  trouble  and  been  at  no  expense  to  ob- 
tain a  settlement,  should  receive  the  money,  the  greatest 
part  of  it,  will  never  reach  America,  nor  find  its  way  into 
the  pockets  of  the  captors,  were  Mr.  Puchelberg  the  hon- 
estest  man  in  the  world,  he  cannot  at  this  distance  from 
America,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  the  Ameri- 
can flag,  do  justice  to  the  concerned.  Besides  a  prefer- 
ence is  due  to  the  application  of  one  government  to 
another,  for  what  regards  the  interests  of  its  subjects,  es- 
pecially where  it  is  clear,  that  every  caution  has  been  ob- 
served, for  obtaining  justice  to  each  individual. 
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The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter,  which  has  just  now  been 
communicated  to  me  from  Monsieur  de  Soulanges  a  M. 
M.  les  Juges  Consul,  dated  at  Toulon,  the  14th  of  this 
month,  announcing  that  the  Algerines  have  declared  war 
against  the  United  States,  is  of  too  serious  a  nature  not  to 
be  sent  immediately  to  you. 

This  event  may,  I  believe,  surprise  some  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  but  for  my  part,  I  am  rather  surprised  that  it  did 
not  take  place  sooner.  It  will  produce  a  good  effect  if 
it  unites  the  people  of  America  in  measures  consistent 
with  their  national  honor  and  interest,  and  rouses  them 
from  that  ill-judged  security,  which  the  intoxication  of 
success  has  produced  since  the  revolution. 

My  best  wishes  will  always  attend  that  land  of  free- 
dom, and  my  pride  will  be  always  gratified  when  such 
measures  are  adopted,  as  will  make  us  respected  as  a 
great  people,  who  deserve  to  be  free. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

J.  PAUL  JONES. 


FROM    LE    MARESCHAL    DE    CASTRIES    TO  THOMAS    JEF- 
FERSON. 

Translation. 

Venailles,  Augutt  12,  1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  received,  with  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  the  3d  of  this  month,  the  observa- 
tions of  Mr.  Jones  on  the  insufficiency  of  the  powers,  with 
which  the  Sieur  Puchelbei^  is  vested  for  taking  charge 
of  the  shares  of  prizes  due  to  the  subjects  of  the  United 


396  THOMAS  JEFFERSON— JOHN  JAT. 

States.  From  your  assertion,  and  our  reflections,  I  should 
not  hesitate  to  confirm  the  orders,  which  I  have  given  Soar 
remitting  to  Mr.  Jones,  all  that  is  due  to  the  AmericanSy 
but  another  difficulty  presents  itself.  The  Commissary 
ardonnaieury  at  L'Orient,  observes  to  me,  that  notwith- 
standing the  search  which  has  been  made,  it  has  proved 
impracticable  to  procure  an  exact  roll  of  the  crew  of  the 
American  frigate  Alliance,  and  that  on  the  very  probable 
supposition  that  some  Frenchmen  may  have  served  on 
board  of  that  frigate,  it  results,  that  from  the  remission  of 
the  whole  of  the  funds  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  shares  coming  to 
the  subjects  of  the  King  should  be  lodged  in  the  TVeasu- 
ry  of  Congress.  From  this  circumstance,  I  presume  that 
you  will  see  the  justice  of  requuing  of  Mr.  Jones,  secu- 
rity to  ensure  the  payment  of  what  may  be  coming  to 
them,  should  any  of  them  have  embarked  in  the  Alliance 
frigate. 

I  request  the  favor  of  you  to  honor  me  with  an  answer 
on  this  subject,  and  I  have  that  of  being  with  a  very  sin- 
cere attachment,  he. 

LE  M.  DE  CASTRIES. 


FROM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO   THE    MARESCUAL    OE 

CASTRIES. 

Paris,  August  17,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  yesterday  with  the  receipt  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  the  12th  instant. 

I  have  ever  understood  that  the  whole  crew  of  the 
Alliance  was  of  American  citizens.     But,  should  there 
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have  been  among  tbem  any  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  it  is 
but  just  that  the  repayment  of  their  portions  of  the  prize 
money  should  be  secured ;  but  captain  Jones  being  al- 
ready bound  to  pay  what  he  shall  receive  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  I  submit  to  your  Excellency, 
whether  it  will  be  right  to  require  him  to  be  answerable 
for  moneys,  after  they  shall  be  put  out  of  his  power. 
And  whether,  as  Congress  have  secured  the  receipt  at 
their  Treasury,  it  will  not  be  shorter  for  them  to  order 
repayment  to  any  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  who  may  shew 
themselves  justly  entitled.  I  wiD  immediately  ask  their 
pleasure  on  this  subject,  and  solicit  such  orders,  as  that 
every  such  claimant,  proving  his  title  here  in  the  usual 
way,  may  receive  immediate  payment  of  their  banker 
here,  and  that  no  individual  may,  in  the  meantime  be  de- 
layed, should  any  such  present  their  proofs  before  the 
orders  are  received,  I  will  undertake  to  direct  payment  by 
the  banker  of  the  United  States  in  Paris,  being  assured 
that  in  so  doing  I  shall  forward  those  views  of  perfect 
justice,  which  Congress  will  carry  into  the  distribution  of 
this  money.  Should  any  instances  arise  of  payment  to 
be  demanded  here,  I  think  they  will  be  few,  and  the  sums 
will  of  course  be  small. 

I  shall  be  happy  if  your  Excellency  shall  think  that 
the  justice  due  to  this  part  of  the  claimants,  is  so  suffi- 
ciently secured  by  those  assurances,  as  that  it  need  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  that  which  is  due  to  the  great  mass 
of  claimants,  who  are  already  so  much  indebted  for  your 
attention  to  their  interests.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  ask- 
ing that  I  may  be  furnished,  by  the  proper  officer,  with 
copies  of  captain  Jones'  receipts  for  the  moneys,  which 
shall  be  paid  him,  that  by  transmitting  them  to  the  Trea- 
sury Board  of  the  United  States,  they  may  know  the 
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precise  sums  which  they  are  to  receive  through  hb  hands. 
I  pray  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  your  at- 
tention to  this  troublesome  business,  and  assurances  of 
the  high  respect  and  esteem,  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM    THE    MARESCHiO^   DE    CASTRIES    TO   THOMAS    JEF- 
FERSON (in  ANSWER.) 

Translation. 

Venaillea,  August  26,  1785. 
Sir, 
The  offer  which  you  make  in  the  letter  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  write  the  17th  instant,  smoothes  away 
every  difficulty.  Since  you  have  been  pleased  to  engage 
to  have  paid,  by  the  banker  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 
whatever  may  be  due  to  the  French,  who  should  have 
served  on  board  the  American  frigate  Alliance,  I  now  give 
orders  to  the  Commissary  at  L'Orient,  to  remit  to  Mr. 
Jones  the  whole  sum,  which  shall  be  coming  to  the  Ame- 
rican vessels,  and  to  transmit  to  me  copies  of  the  receipts, 
which  he  may  take  from  that  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tac. 

LE  M.  DE  CASTRIES. 


FROM    THOMAS   JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN   JAY. 

Paris,  October  6,  1785. 
Sir, 
My  letter  of  the  30th  August,  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours  of  July  13th,  since  that  I  have  received 
your  letter  of  August  13th,  enclosing  a  correspondence 
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between  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  Monsieur  de 
Calonne,  and  another  of  the  same  date,  enclosing  the 
papers  in  Fortin^s  case..  I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr, 
Limozin,  at  Havre,  desiring  he  would  send  me  a  state  of 
the  case,  and  inform  me  what  were  the  difficulties,  which 
suspended  its  decision.  He  has  promised  me,  by  letter, 
to  do  this  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  shall  not  fail  in  at- 
tention to  it. 

The  Emperor  and  Dutch  have  signed  preliminaries, 
which  are  now  made  public.  You  will  see  them  in  the 
papers  which  accompany  this.  They  still  leave  a  good 
deal  to  discussion.  However,  it  is  probable  they  will 
end  in  peace.  The  party  in  Holland,  possessed  actu- 
ally of  the  sovereignty,  wishes  for  peace,  that  they  may 
push  their  designs^  on  the  Stadtholderate.  This  country 
wishes  for  peace,  because  their  finances  need  arrange- 
ment.  The  Bavarian  exchange  has  produced  to  public 
view,  that  jealousy  and  rancor  between  the  Courts  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin,  which  existed  before,  though  it  was 
smothered.  This  will  appear  by  the  declarations  of  the 
two  Courts.  The  demarcation  between  the  Emperor 
and  Turk  does  not  advance.  Still,  however,  I  suppose 
neither  of  those  two  germs  of  war  likely  to  open  soon. 
I  consider  the  conduct  of  France  as  the  best  evidence  of 
this.  If  she  had  apprehended  a  war,  firom  either  of 
those  quarters,  she  would  not  have  been  so  anxious  to 
leave  the  Emperor  one  enemy  the  less,  by  placing  turn 
at  peace  with  the  Dutch.  While  she  is  exerting  all  her 
powers  to  preserve  peace  by  land,  and  making  no  prepa- 
ration, which  indicates  a  fear  of  its  being  disturbed  in  that 
quarter,  she  is  pushing  her  naval  preparations,  with  a 
spirit  unexampled  in  time  of  peace.  By  the  opening  of 
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tbe  next  spring  she  will  have  eighty  ships  of  seventy 
four  guns  and  upwards,  ready  for  sea  at  a  moment's 
waramg,  and  the  further  constructions  proposed  will, 
probably  within  two  years,  raise  the  number  to  a  hun- 
dred. New  regulations  have  been  made,  too,  for  per- 
fecting the  classi6cation  of  their  seamen  ;  an  institution, 
which,  dividing  all  the  seamen  of  the  nation  into  classes, 
subjects  them  to  tours  of  duty  by  rotation,  and  enables 
them,  at  all  times  to  man  their  ships.  Their  works  for 
rendering  Cherbourg  a  harbor  for  their  vessels  of  war, 
and  Dunkirk  for  frigates  and  privateers,  now  leave  little 
doubt  of  success. 

It  is  impossible  that  these  preparations  can  have  in 
view,  any  other  nation  but  the  English ;  of  course  they 
shew  a  greater  diffidence  of  their  peace  with  them,  than 
with  any  other  power. . 

I  mentioned  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  August  14th,  that 
I  had  desired  Captain  J.  P.  Jones  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  Peyrouse's  expedition.  I  have  now 
the  honor  of  enclosing  you  copies  of  my  letter  to  him, 
and  of  his  answer. 

He  refuses  to  accept  of  any  indemnification  for  his 
expenses,  which  is  an  additional  proof  of  his  disinterested 
spirit,  and  of  his  devotion  to  the  service  of  America. 
The  circumstances  are  obvious,  which  indicate  an  inten- 
tion to  settle  factories  and  not  colonies,  at  least  for  the 
present.  However,  nothing  shews  for  what  place  they 
are  destined.  The  conjectures  are  divided  between  New 
Holland  and  the  north-west  coast  of  America. 

According  to  what  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  df  Au- 
gust 80th,  I  have  appointed  Mir.  Short  my  Secretaiy 
here.    I  enclose  to  you,  copies  of  my  letters  to  him  and 
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M.  Graod^  which  will  shew  to  Congress,  that  he  stands 
altogether  at  their  pleasure. 

I  mention  this  circumstance,  that,  if  it  meets  with  their 
disapprobation,  they  may  have  the  goodness  to  signify 
it  immediately,  as  I  should  otherwise  conclude,  that  they 
do  not  disapprove  it. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  conform  myself  to  what  would  be 
most  agreeable  to  tbem- 

This  will  be  accompanied  by  the  Gazettes  of  France 
and  LfCyden  to  the  present  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

TH:   JEFFERSON. 


?ROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  J.  PAUL  JONES. 

PariB,  August  3,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  your  favor  of  the  29th  and  have 
written  on  the  subject  of  it  to  the  M areschal  de  Castries 
this  morning.  You  shall  have  an  answer  as  soon  as  I  re- 
ceive one. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  make  an  inquiry  into  all  the 
circumstances  relative  to  Peyrouse's  expedition,  which 
seem  to  ascertain  his  destination,  particularly  what  num- 
ber of  men  and  of  what  conditions  and  vocations  had  he 
onboard?  What  animals,  their  species  and  numbers? 
What  trees,  plants,  or  seeds  ?  What  utensils  ?  What 
merchandize  or  other  necessaries?  This  inquiry  should 
be  made  with  as  little  appearance  of  interest  in  it  as  pos- 
sible. Should  you  not  be  able  to  get  satisfactory  infor- 
mation without  going  to  Brest,  and  it  be  convenient  for 
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you  to  go  there,  I  will  have  the  expenses  this  shall  occa- 
sion you  paid ;  commit  all  the  circumstances  to  writing) 
and  bring  them  when  you  come  yourself,  or  send  them 
by  a  safe  hand. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  CAPTAIN    J.    PAUL    JONES    TO    THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 

Paris,  October  5,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  following  is  the  best  information  I  am  able  to  give 
you  in  compliance  with  the  letter  dated  at  Paris,  the  3rd 
of  August,  1785,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me  at  L'Orient. 

The  Boussole  and  the  Astrolabe,  two  gaberts  of  600 
tons  each,  sheathed  with  copper  and  equipped  in  the  best 
manner,  sailed  from  Brest,  the  1st  of  August,  1785,  un- 
der the  command  of  Messieurs  de  la  Peyrouse  and  the 
Viscount  de  Langle,  captains  in  the  royal  navy. 

They  had  on  board  a  great  variety  of  trees,  plants  and 
seeds  that  suit  the  climate  of  France,  manufactures  in 
linen,  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and  in  iron  and  copper, 
fcc.  Mechanical  tools  of  all  sorts,  a  great  quantity  of 
trinkets  and  toys ;  ploughs  and  all  sorts  of  utensils  and 
implements  for  agriculture,  and  a  quantity  of  unwrought 
iron.  Each  ship  had  on  board  a  large  shallop  in  frames, 
and  a  million  of  French  livres  in  the  coins  of  different 
nations. 

Each  ship  had  also  on  board  twenty  one  soldiers, 
drafted  from  the  two  regents  at  Brest ;  all  of  whom 
were  either  mechanics  or  farmen. 
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They  had  on  board  no  women  ;  nor  any  animals  ex- 
cept such  as  appeared  to  be  destined  for  the  refreshment 
of  the  crews.  The  crew  of  each  ship  is  one  hundred 
men,  including  officers  and  men  of  genius. 

The  King  himself  planned  the  expedition  and  made 
out  all  the  detail  with  his  own  hand,  before  he  spoke  a 
word  of  it  to  any  person.  His  Majesty  defrays  the  ex- 
pense out  of  his  private  coffer,  arid  is  his  own  minister  in 
every  thing  that  regards  the  operation  of  his  plan. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  perfecting  the  geography  of 
the  southern  hemisphere  is  one  of  his  Majesty's  objects 
in  view ;  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive,  that  he  has 
others  equally  worthy  the  attention  of  a  great  prince ; 
one  of  which  may  be  to  extend  the  commerce  of  his  sub- 
jects, by  establishing  factories  at  a  future  day  for  the  fiir 
trade,  on  the  north  west  coast  of  America;  and  another  to 
establish  colonies  in  New  Holland,  after  having  well  explor- 
ed the  coast  and  made  experiments  on  the  soil  of  that  vast 
island,  which  b  situated  in  so  happy  a  climate,  and  so 
contiguous  to  the  establishments  of  France,  in  the  East 

Indies. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

J.  PAUL  JONES. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  WILLIAM  SHORT. 

Paris,  September  24,  1785- 
Dear  Sir, 
Finding  the  assistance  of  a  private  Secretary  necessa- 
ry in  my  office,  I  would  wish  you  to  accept  of  the  ap- 
pointment.    In  this  case  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
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abandoD  your  plans  of  continuing  at  St.  Germains*  I 
need  not  detail  to  you  the  ordinary  business,  m  which  you 
will  be  engaged — ^that  will  open  itself  on  you  of  course; 
but  it  is  necesssary  for  me  particularly  to  authorize  and 
instruct  you,  in  case  of  any  accident  happening  to  myself, 
to  take  possession  of  whatever  papers  may  be  in  my 
hands,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  for  the  United  States, 
at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  and  to  deUver  them  to  the 
order  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiurs. 

I  am  not  able  to  say  with  certamty  what  is  the  salary 
allowed  ;  but  M.  Grand,  who  paid  young  Mr.  Franklin's 
and  who  will  pay  yours  also,  will  inform  you.  I 
think  it  is  one  thousand  dollars  a  year.  I  must 
add  that  you  are  to  expect  this  appointment  to  cease, 
whenever  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  countermand  or 
supercede  it,  by  any  other  arrangement. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  Sic, 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


rnOM    THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    M.     GRAND,     BANKER     AT 

PARIS. 

Paris,  September  24,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  appointed  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  William  Short 

my  Secretary :  his  salary  as  such  will  be  the  same  which 

young  Mr.  Franklm  received.     I  am,  therefore,  to  ask  the 

favor  of  you  to  pay  it  to  him,  from  time  to  time,  as  it  shall 

become  due,  and  to  debit  the  United  States  therewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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TBOH   THOKAB   JErTEBUH   TO  JOBN    JAT. 

Pant,  October  11, 1785. 
Sir,  . 
In  my  letter  of  August  14th,  I  had  the  honor  of  ex. 
pressing  to  you  the  uneasiness  I  felt  at  the  delay  of  the 
instructions  on  the  subject  of  the  Barbary  treaties,  of 
which  Mr.  Lamb  was  the  hearer,  and  of  informing  you, 
that  I  had  proposed  to  Mr.  Adams,  that  if  he  did  not 
arrive,  either  in  the  French  or  English  packets,  then  ex- 
pected, we  should  send  some  person  to  negotiate  these 
treaties.  As  he  did  not  arrive  in  those  packets,  and  I 
found  Mr.  Barclay  was  willing  to  undertake  the  negotia- 
tions, I  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams  (who  had  concurred  in  the 
proposition  made  him)  informing  him  that  Mr.  Barclay 
would  go,  and  proposing  papers  for  our  immediate  signa- 
ture. 

The  day  before  the  return  of  the  courier,  Mr.  Lamb 
arrived  with  our  instructions,  the  letter  of  credence,  fee. 
enclosed  in  yours  of  March  11th,  1785. 

Just  about  the  same  time  came  to  hand  the  letter,  No. 
1,  informing  me  that  two  American  vessels  were  actually 
taken  and  carried  into  Algiers,  and  leaving  no  further 
doubt,  that  that  power  was  exercising  hostilities  against  us, 
in  the  Atlantic. 

The  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  had  been 
such  as  forbade  us  to  postpone  his  treaty,  to  that  with 
Algiers ;-  hut  the  commencement  of  hostilities  by  the 
latter,  and  their  known  activity,  pressed  the  necessity  of 
immediate  propositions  to  them.  It  was,  therefore, 
thought  best,  while  Mr.  Barclay  should  be  proceeding 
with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  that  some  other  agent 
should  go  to  Algiers. 
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We  had  few  subjects  to  choose  out  of.  Mr.  Lamb's 
knowledge  of  the  country,  of  its  inhabitants,  of  their 
manner  of  transacting  business,  the  reconunendations 
irom  his  State  to  Congress,  of  his  fitness  for  thb  employ- 
ment, and  other  information,  founding  a  presumption  that 
he  would  be  approved,  occasioned  our  concluding  to 
send  him  to  Algiers. 

The  giving  him  proper  authorities,  and  new  ones  to 
Mr.  Barclay,  conformable  to  our  new  powers,  was  the 
subject  of  a  new  courier,  between  Mr.  Adams  and  my 
self. 

He  returned  last  night,  and  I  have  the  honor  of  en- 
closing you  copies  of  all  the  papers  we  furnished  those 
gentlemen  with,  which  will  possess  Congress  fully  of 
our  proceedings  herein.  They  are  numbered  from  two 
to  ten,  inclusive. 

The  supplementary  instructions  to  Mr.  Lamb  (No.  5) 
must  rest  for  justification  on  the  emergency  of  the  case. 
The  motives  which  lead  to  it,  must  be  found  in  the  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart,  in  a  partiality  for  those  suffer- 
ers who  are  of  our  own  country,  and  in  the  obligations 
of  every  government,  to  yield  protection  to  their  citi- 
zens, as  the  consideration  for  their  obedience.  It  will  be 
a  comfort  to  know,  that  Congress  does  not  dbapprove  of 
this  step. 

Considering  the  treaty  with  Portugal  as  among  the 
most  interesting  to  the  United  States,  I  some  time  ago 
took  occasion,  at  Versailles,  to  ask  of  the  Portuguese  Am- 
bassador, if  he  had  yet  received  from  his  Court  an  answer 
to  our  letter.  He  told  me  he  had  not,  but  that  he  would 
make  it  the  subject  of  another  letter.  Two  days  ago  hk 
Secretaire  d^Ambassade,  called  on  me  with  a  letter  from 
his  Minister  to  the  Ambassador,  in  which  was  the  follow- 
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ing  paragraph,  as  be  translated  it  to  me,  and  I  committed' 
it  to  writing  from  his  mouth :  ''  In  rehtion  to  the  infcrmft-, 
'^  tion  which  your  Excellency  gave  us,  as  to  the  conver- 
*^  sation  with  the  American  Minister.  That  power  should 
'^  be  ahready  persuaded,  that  in  effect  from  the  manner  in 
'^  which  their  ships  have  been  received  here,  it  follows  ia 
^^  a  consequence,  that  his  Majesty  would  have  great  satis- 
'^  friction,  in  mamtaining  perfect  harmony  and  good  cor- 
^^  respondence,  with  the  United  States.  But  it  would  a|H 
^'  pear  proper  to  begin  by  the  reciprocal  nominatbn,  by 
**  the  two  parties,  of  persons  bearing  at  least  the  charao- 
^*  ter  of  agents,  who  would  mutuiedly  inform  their  con- 
*^  stituents,  of  whatever  might  lead  to  the  knowledge  of 
"  the  interests  of  the  two  nations,  without  prejudice  to 
^^  either.  It  is  the  first  step  which  appears  suitable  to  be 
^^  taken,  to  attain  the  end  proposed.'^ 

By  this  it  would  seem  that  this  power  is  more  disposed 
to  pursue  a  tram  of  negotiation  similar  to  that  which  Spain 
has  done.  I  consider  this  answer  as  definitive  of  all  fui^ 
ther  measures  under  our  commission  to  Portugal.  That 
to  Spain  was  superseded  .by  proceedings  in  another  line; 
that  to  Prussia  is  concluded  by  actual  treaty ;  to  Tuscany 
will  probably  be  so;  and  perhaps  to  Denmark;  and  these, 
I  believe,  will  be  the  sum  of  the  effects  of  our  commis- 
sions for  making  treaties  of  alliance.  England  shews  no 
disposition  to  treat.  France,  should  her  mmisters  be  able 
to  keep  the  ground  of  the  arr^t  of  August,  1784,  against 
the  clamors  of  her  merchants,  and  should  they  be  dis- 
posed hereafter  to  give  us  more,  it  is  not  probable  she 
will  bmd  herself  to  it  by  treaty,  but  keep  her  regula- 
tions dependent  on  her  own  will. 

Sweden  will  establish  a  free  port  at  St.  Bartholomews, 
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which,  perhipt,  will  render  any  new  engagements  on  our 
part  iinnecetsar  J.  Holland  b  so  immovable  in  her  sys- 
tem of  colonial  administration,  that  as  propositions  to  her 
QA  that  subject  would  be  desperate,  they  had  better  not 
be  made.  Tou  will  perceive  by  the  letter  No.  11,  fiom 
M.  de  la  Fayette,  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  an  overture 
from  the  Emperor. 

A  hint  fiom  the  Chai^6  d'Affiiires  of  Naples,  lately,  has 
induced  me  to  suppose  something  of  the  same  kind  from 
thence.  But  the  advanced  period  of  our  commisrions, 
now  offers  good  cause  for  avoiding  to  begin,  what  probably 
oannot  be  terminated  during  their  continuance;  and  with 
respect  to  these  two,  and  aU  other  powers  not  befiire 
mentioned,  I  doubt  whether  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  treaties  with  them,  may  countervail  the  addi- 
tional embarrassments  they  may  impose  on  the  States, 
when  they  shall  proceed  to  make  those  commercial  ar- 
rangements necessary  to  counteract,  the  designs  of  the 
Bridsh  Cabinet. 

I  repeat  it,  therefore,  that  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
with  Prussia,  and  the  probability , of  others  with  Denmark, 
Tuscany,  and  the  Barbary  States,  may  be  expected  to 
wind  up  the  proceedings  of  the  general  commissions. 

I  think  that  in  possible  events,  it  may  be  advantageous 
to  us,  by  treaties  with  Prussia,  Denmark  and  Tuscany,  to 
have  secured  ports  in  the  Northern  and  Mediterranean 
seas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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WMOn  BICHASD  o'bRTKM    TO   THOMAS  JSmCBSON. 

Algiers,  Auguit  34»  17SS. 

Sir, 

We,  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriqi^ 
having  the  misfortune  of  bemg  captured  off  the  coast  of 
Portugal,  the  24th  and  30th  of  July  by  the  Algerines, 
and  brought  into  this  port,  where  we  are  become  slaves, 
and  sent  to  the  work  houses.  Our  sufl^rings  are  beyoi^ 
our  expressbg,  or  your  conception.  Hoping  your  honor 
will  be  pleased  to  represent  our  grievances  to  Congress^ 
hoping  they  will  take  such  measures  as  tend  to  our 
speedy  redemption,  hoping  you  will  consider  our  unfortu- 
nate situation,  and  make  some  provision  for  the  unfortu- 
nate sufferers  until  we  are  redeemed — ^being  stript  of  all 
our  clothes  and  nothing  to  exbt  on  but  two  small  cakes  of 
bread  per  day  without  any  other  necessaries  of  life.  Charles 
Logic,  Esq.  British  Consul,  seeing  our  distressed  situa- 
tion, has  taken  us  three  masters  of  vessels  out  of  the 
work  house,  and  has  given  security  for  us  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  King  of  Cruehies.  My  crew  will  (^rtainly 
starve,  if  there  is  not  some  immediate  relief. 

It  being  the  method  of  all  Christian  powers,  whose 
subjects  ML  into  the  hands  of  those  savages,  to  make  some 
provision  for  them,  until  they  are  redeemed,  I  should  esr 
teem  it  a  particular  favor,  if  you  would  be  pleased  to 
write  to  Mr.  Logic,  Consul  here. 

Ship  Dauphin,  Richard  O'Biyen  master,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Matthew  and  Thomas  Irwin  &  Co.,  merchants 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  bound  to  Philadelphia  from 
St.  Ubes,  taken  the  30th  July,  out  two  days. 

Schooner  Maria,  Isaac  Stephens  master,  from  Boston^ 
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bound  to  Cadis,  belon^g  to  Messrs.  William  Foster  tc 
Co.  merchants  in  Boston,  taken  the  &4th  of  Juljr  out  96 
days. 

The  cruisers  in  this  port  are  fittbg  out  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  they  will  take 
most  of  our  stups  that  will  come  for  Europe. 

They  will  cruise  to  the  northward  of  the  western 
islands,  and  towards  the  British  channel.  The  sooner  we 
put  a  stop  to  them  the  better,  they  valuing  the  number 
of  prizes  they  take  to  the  sum  of  the  peace.  The  Span- 
iards coming  on  terms  with  them,  all  othar  European  na- 
tions must.  I  hope  we  shall  apply  before  any  more  do, 
fiff  they  must  be  at  war  with  some. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  be. 

RICHARD  O'BRYEN. 


COMMISSIONS   TO   THOMAS   BARCLAY  AND   JOHN   LAMB. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  or  may  be 
made  known : 

Whereas,  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity, prudence  and  ability  of  their  trusty  and  well  belov- 
ed, the  honorable  John  Adams,  late  one  of  their  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace,  and  heretofore  a 
delegate  in  Congress,  fi-om  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Chief  Justice  of  the  said  State ;  the  honorable  Doctor 
Benjamin  Franklin,  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles,  and  late  another  of  their  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace ;  and  the  honor- 
able Thomas  Jefferson,  a  delegate  in  Congress  6com  the 
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State  of  VirginiB,  and  late  Governor  of  the  said  StatCi 
did,  bjr  their  commission,  and  under  the  seal  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  signature  of  their  theo  Piea- 
deot,  bearing  date  the  ISth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
oar  Lord  Christ  1764,  constitute  and  apptnnt  the  said 
John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Thomas  Jefiersoo, 
then-  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  giving  to  them,  or  a  ma- 
jwity  of  them,  full  powen  and  authority  for  the  said 
United  States,  and  in  their  name  to  confer,  treat,  and 
negotiate  with  the  Ambassador,  Minister  c^  Commis- 
sioner of  his  Majesty,  the  Emperpr  of  Morocco,  vested 
with  full  and  sufficient  powers  of,  and  concerning  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  as  the  case  might  be,  to 
make  and  receive  propositions  for  such  a  treaty,  and  to 
conclude  and  ^gn  the  same,  transmitting  it  to  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  (or  their  final  rarification ; 
and  as  it  might  so  happen  that  the  great  and  various 
afiairs,  which  the  said  United  States  had  committed  to 
the  care  and  management  of  their  said  Ministers  Pleni- 
potentiary, might  not  admit  of  their  meeUng  the  Minis- 
ter or  Commissioner,  which  his  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  ra^ht  appoint  to  treat  with  them,  of  and  con- 
cemiog  such  treaty,  at  a  time  and  place  that  might  other- 
wise be  most  convenient,  therefore,  the  said  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  did,  on  the  11th  day  a£ 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  1785,  by  their 
c(xnroission,  under  their  seal,  and  the  signature  of  the 
President,  authorize  and  empower  their  said  three  Min* 
isters  Plenipotentiary,  and  the  majority  of  them,  by 
writii^,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  appoint  and  em- 
ploy, and  at  pleasure  to  remove  such  agent  in  the  aaid 
business  as  they,  or  the  majority  of  them,  mtgbt  thbk 
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pioper,  which  sdd  agent  should  hate  authoritj,  iiiid«r  di- 
leetioiis  and  instructions  of  their  said  Mimsten,  to  cam* 
mence  and  prosecute  negotiations  and  conferences  for 
the  said  treaty,  with  such  person  or  persons,  on  the  p«K 
of  his  Majestjy  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  as  to  their 
said  Ministers,  or  the  majoritj  of  them  should  appear 
prc^r;  provided,  always,  that  the  treaty  in  question 
should  be  signed  by  the  said  Ministers,  but  that  preli* 
minary  articles  thereto,  might,  if  previously  approved  by 
their  said  Ministers,  or  the  majority  of  them,  be  signed 
by  the  said  agent. 

And  whereas,  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  one  of  the 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  aforesaid,  is  since  returned  to 
America: 

Now,  know  ye,  that  we,  John  Adams,  Mmister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  said  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  two 
of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  aforesaid,  and  a  majority 
of  them,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity, prudence  and  ability,  of  the  Honorable  Thomas 
Barclay,  Esquire,  Consul  General  of  the  United  States 
in  France,  have  constituted,  appointed  and  employed, 
and  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute,  appoint  and  employ 
him  the  said  Thomas  Barclay,  as  agent  in  the  business 
aforesaid,  hereby  giving  him  full  authority  under  our 
directions  and  instructions,  to  commence  and  prosecute 
negotiations  and  conferences  for  the  said  treaty,  with  such 
person  or  perscms,  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco, 
as  his  Majesty  shall  appoint  and  empower  for  that  pur- 


Ph>vided,  always,  that  the  treaty  b  question  shall  be 
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signed  by  lu,  but  tbat  pfeliminary  articles  theratD  may,  if 
previously  approved  by  us,  be  signed  by  the  sttd  agent. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereto  set  our  hands 
and  seals. 

London,  October  5,  1785,      JOHN  ADAMS. 

P^,  October  11, 1785,        TH:  JEFFERSON. 

N.  Bv  The  commission  to  John  Lamb,  Esquire,  agent 
to  the  Dey  and  Government  of  Alters,  is  of  the  same 
tenor  and  date. 


Instructions  to  TTiomas  Barclay. 

Congress  having  been  pleased  to  invest  us  with  full 
powers,  for  entering  into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  it  being  impracticable 
for  us  to  attend  bis  Court  in  person,  and  equally  imprac- 
ticable on  account  of  our  separate  stations  to  receive  a 
Minbter  from  him,  we  have  concluded  to  effect  our  ob- 
ject by  the  intervention  of  a  confidential  person.  We 
concur  in  wishing  to  avail  the  United  States  of  your  ta- 
lents in  the  execution  of  this  business,  and  therefore  fur- 
nish you  with  a  letter  to  the  Emperpr  of  Morocco,  to 
give  a  due  credit  to  your  transactions  with  him.  We  ad- 
vise you  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  Madrid,  where  you 
will  have  opportunities  of  deriving  many  lights  firom  Mr. 
Carmichael,  through  whom  many  communications  with 
the  Court  of  Morocco  have  already  passed.  From  thence 
you  will  proceed  by  such  route  as  you  shall  think  best, 
to  the  Court  of  the  Emperor.  You  will  present  to  him  our 
letter,  with  the  copy  of  our  fiill  powers,  with  which  you 
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are  fiimished,  at  such  time  or  tunes  and  in  such  manner, 
as  you  shall  thmk  best. 

As  the  negotiation  and  ccxiclusion  of  a  treaty  maj  be  a 
work  of  time,  you  will  endeavor  in  the  first  place  to  jmx>- 
cure  an  immediate  suspension  of  hostiUties. 

You  will  proceed  to  negotiate  with  his  Mmister,  the 
terms  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  as  nearly  as 
possible  conformed  to  the  draught  we  give  you  ;  where 
alterations,  which  in  your  opinion,  shall  not  be  of  great 
importance,  shall  be  urged  by  the  other  party,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  agree  to  them :  where  they  shall  be  of  great 
importance,  and  such  as  you  think  should  be  rejected, 
you  will  reject  them ;  but  where  they  are  of  great  im- 
portance and  you  think  they  may  be  accepted,  you  will 
ask  time  to  take  our  advice,  and  you  will  advise  with  us 
accordingly,  by  letter  or  by  courier,  as  you  shall  think  best. 
When  the  articles  shall  all  be  agreed,  you  will  sign  them 
in  a  preliminary  form  and  send  them  to  us,  by  some  pro- 
per person  for  definitive  execution. 

The  whole  expenses  of  this  treaty,  including  as  well 
the  expenses  of  all  persons  employed  about  it,  as  the 
presents  to  the  Emperor  and  his  servants,  must  not  ex- 
ceed 20,000  dollars,  and  we  urge  you  to  use  your  best 
endeavors  to  bring  them  as  much  below  that  sum  as  you 
possibly  can,  and  to  this  end,  we  leave  it  to  your  discre- 
tion to  represent  to  his  Majesty  or  to  his  Ministers,  if  it 
may  be  done  with  safety,  the  particular  circumstances  of 
the  United  States,  just  emerging  firom  a  long  and  distress- 
ing war,  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe, 
which  we  hope  may  be  an  apology,  if  our  presents  should 
not  be  so  splendid,  as  those  of  older  and  abler  nations. 

As  custom  may  have  rendered  some  presents  necessary 
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im  th»  begionng  w  progress  of  this  bonnesB,  toA  before  tt 
is  concluded,  or  even  in  a  way  to  be  coocluded,  we  aa- 
tfaorise  you  to  conform  to  the  custom :  ooofiding  in  your 
discretion  to  bazard  as  tittle  as  pos«ble,  before  the  certain- 
ty of  the  eveat,  and  to  provide  that  your  engagements 
•ball  became  ^ding  only,  on  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 

We  tnist  to  you  also,  to  procure  tke  best  infornaBtioD, 
io  what  ixm,  and  to  what  penons  these  presents  should 
be  made,  and  to  make  them  accordingly. 

The  diffetence  between  the  customs  of  that  and  other 
Courts,  the  difficulty  of  obtainii:^  a  knowledge  of  those 
customs,  but  CD  the  spot,  and  our  great  confidence  in 
yoif  discretion,  induce  us  to  leave  to  that,  all  other  cir- 
cumstances relative  to  the  object  of  your  mission. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  take  a  Secretary  well 
skilled  in  the  Freach  language,  to  aid  you  in  your  busi- 
ness, and  to  take  chaise  of  your  papers  in  case  of  any 
accident  to  yourself.  We  think  you  may  allow  him  one 
hundred  and  fifty  guineas  a  year,  besides  his  expenses 
for  trtTellmg  wd  subsisteDce. 

We  eogage  to  furnish  your  own  expenses,  according  to 
tbe  respecubility  of  tfae  cbaraeter,  with  wbicli  you  are 
invested ;  but  as  to  the  allowance  for  your  trouble,  we 
wtA  to  leave  it  to  Congress. 

We  annex  hereto  sundry  heads  ttf  inqniiy,  whiefa  we 
wish  you  to  ra^e,  and  to  give  us  thereon  the  best  in- 
formation,  you  shall  be  able  to  obtain.  We  desire  you 
to  correspond  by  every  'opportuoity,  which  you  think 
sbouM  be  misled ;  ginng  m  from  time  to  lime  an  ac- 
count of  your  proceedmgs  and  prospects,  by  the  way  of 
Holland,  under  care  to  Hr.  Dumas,  at  fbe  Hague,  or 
Measn.  Witli^,  of  AmsieKkm ;  by  the  way  of  Eng- 
VoL.  u— 53 
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hndy  to  Uriah  Forrest^  Esq.  by  way  of  France,  to  M. 
Giand,  Paris ;  and  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  by  way  of  S|Mdn. 

We  wish  you  a  pleasant  journey  and  happy  success, 
being 

With  great  esteem,  be. 

N.  B.  The  instructions  to  Mr.  Lamb  are  the  same, 
except  in  the  style  of  the  Ck)urt,  the  passage,  page  415 
**  through  whom/'  be.  in  lieu  of  which  b  substituted, 
**  and  fixrni  the  Minister  from  Algiers  to  the  Court  of 
''  Madrid  and  the  Count  d'Espilly,  ktely  arrived  there 
**  from  Algiers,  who,  doubtless,  are  persons  of  credit  and 
^*  infimnation  with  their  government,"  and  in  page  416 
mstead  of  to  ''20,000  dollars,"  is  inserted  ''40,000  dol- 
lars." 


Heads  of  inquiry  for  Mr.  Barclay,  as   to   Moroccoy 

Algiersy  TuniSf  fyc. 
1st,  commerce. 
What  are  the  articles  of  their  export  and  import? 
What  articles  of  American  produce  might  find  a  market 
in  Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli,  be.  and  at  what 
prices;  whether  rice,  flour,  tobacco,  furs,  ready  built 
ships,  fish,  oil,  tar,  turpentme,  ship  timbers,  be;  and 
whether  any  of  these  articles  would  hereafter  be  accept- 
able as  presents?  What  duties  are  levied  by  them  oo 
exports  and  imports ;  do  all  nations  pay  the  same,  or 
what  nations  are  favored,  and  how  far  ?  Are  they  their 
own  carriers,  or  who  carries  for  them?  Do  they  trade, 
themselves,  to  other  countries,  or  are  they  merely  pas- 
sive? What  manufactures  or  productions  of  these  coun- 
tries would  be  convenient  in  America,  and  at  what  prices  ? 
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Sd,  pobti. 

What  are  their  principal  ports  ?     What  depth  of  watw 

into  them  ?    What  works  of  defence  protect  these  potts  ? 

3o,    VATML.   rORCB. 

How  many  armed  vessels  have  they  ?  Of  what  kind 
and  fiHce  ?  What  is  the  constitution  of  their  naval  Ibrce  ? 
What  resources  for  increasing  their  nary  ?  What  num- 
ber of  seamen,  their  cruising   grounds,   and  season  of 
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What  is  their  condition  and  treatment  ?  At  what  price 
are  they  ordinarily  redeemed,  and  how?  Do  they  pay 
respect  to  the  treaties  they  make  ? 

L<md  Foreu. — Their  numbers,  constitution,  respecta- 
bility,  revenues,  their  amount. 

5tr,  lanouagz. 

What  language  is  spoken,  and  what  European  lan- 
guage is  most  understood? 

6th,    GOTEBMIENT. 

What  is  their  connexion  with  the  Ottoman  Pone  ?     Is 
there  any  dependence  or  subordioatioQ  to  it  acknowledged, 
and  what  degree  of  power  or  influence  has  it? 
7th,  relioion. 

By  what  principle  of  their  religion  is  it,  that  they  con- 
nder  all  Christian  powers  as  their  enemies,  until  they  be- 
come fiiends  by  treaties? 

8th,  captubks. 

What  captures  hare  they  made  of  ships,  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  any  other  nation  ?  What  naooos 
are  they  now  at  war  with  ?' 

N.  B.  Similar  heads  of  inquiiy  were  given  to  Mr. 
Limb. 
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Supplementary  instruction  for  Mr.  Lamb. 

We  have  received  informatioa,  that  two  American 
vessels,  the  Dauphin,  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  Maria, 
bam  Boston,  with  their  crews  and  cargoes,  have  lately 
been  taken  by  the  Algerines,  off  the  coast  of  Portugal, 
and  that  the  crews  are  reduced  to  sbtverj.  Our  full  pow- 
ers to  that  State,  being  for  the  general  purpose  only  of 
concluding  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  the  redemp* 
tion  of  our  citizens,  made  captive  before  the  conclusicm 
of  sttob  treaty,  may  not  be  thouj^t  comprehended  within 
those  powers,  nevertheless,  as  the  misfortune  of  tbesei 
our  countrymen,  has  not  been  produced,  by  any  fault  or 
folly  (^  theirs,  as  their  situation  would  ill  admit  the  delay, 
of  our  asking  and  receiving  the  pleasure  of  Congress  on 
that  subject,  and  as  we  presume  strcmgly,  that  it  would  be 
the  will  of  Congress  that  they  should  be  redeemed  fitom 
their  present  calamitous  condition,  we  think  ourselves 
bound,  in  so  distant  a  situation,  and  where  the  emergency 
of  the  case  is  so  great,  to  act  according  to  what  we  think 
would  be  the  desire  of  Congress,  and  to  trust  to  their 
goodness,  and  the  purity  of  our  own  motives,  for  our 
justification. 

We,  therefore,  authcunze  you  to  treat  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  crews  of  the  said  vessels,  and  of  any 
others,  which  have  or  may  be  taken,  by  the  same  power 
before  the  cessation  of  hostilities^  which  we  expect  you 
to  eflbct ;  administering  in  the  meantime  such  necessary 
aids  as  their  situation  may  require.  In  negotiating  this 
special  treaty,  you  are  to  consider  yourself  as  acting  for 
the  roasters  of  the  vessels,  as  well  as  for  the  United 
States,  and  you  will  agree  to  no  terms,  which  they  shall 
not  approve. 
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You  will  uke  from  them  their  obligations,  each  for  his 
crew  separately,  bioding  themselves  and  their  owners,  to 
indemBify  the  United  States  for  the  moneys,  which  shall 
be  paid  for  theii  redemption,  subsistence,  transpoitabDn 
lo  tbdr  own  couutty,  and  other  chains  iocurred.  If 
the  Ctmgress  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  such  indemnifici' 
tion  should  be  lequired,  tiansmitting  to  us  such  special 
treaty,  for  our  definite  execution.  You  will  also  adopt 
the  best  measures  you  can,  for  returning  the  ciuzens  you 
shall  redeem,  to  their  own  country.  As  we  reqoire  a 
transmissioQ  of  this  treaty,  before  its  defimtire  cmclusion, 
it  is  the  less  necessary  for  us  to  speak  of  the  sum,  which 
you  may  venture  to  engage.  We  do  not  expect  to  ro- 
<leem  our  captives  for  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  a 
bead,  and  we  should  be  fearfiil  to  go  beyond  the  double 
of  that  sum.  However,  we  trust  much  in  your  discre- 
tion and  good  management  for  obtaiiimg  them  on  tenna 
still  better  than  these,  if  possible. 


butntctiom  to  Thomm  Barelat/  and  J.  LanA. 


Sir, 
The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled 
CO  the  14th  day  of  February  last,  resolved  that  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States,  who  are  directed  to  fona 
ueaties  with  the  Emperor  of  ^f  orocco,  and  the  regencies 
of  Alters,  Turns  and  Tripoli,  be  empowered  to  apply 
any  money  in  Europe  belongmg  to  the  United  States  to 
that  use.     As  you  are  appointed  to  proceed  to  Motocco 
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as  agent  for  forming  such  treaty  with  the  Emperor,  you 
are  hereby  authorioed  and  empowered  to  draw  bills  of 
exchange,  to  the  amount  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  ddlars,  at  one  or  two  usances  upon  ''John 
Adams,  Esq.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  residing 
in  Grosvenor  square,  at  the  comer  between  Duke  street 
and  Brook  street,"  who  will  regularly  accept  and  pay  the 
same  either  at  the  house  of  R.  b  C.  Puller  in  London,  or 
of  Wilhem  b  John  Willink,  and  Nichdas  b  Jacob 
Staphorts  at  Amsterdam. 

Your  bills  are,  however,  to  be  always  accompanied 
with  a  letter  of  advice  in  your  hand  writing  to  Mr.  Adams, 
a  duplicate  of  which  you  will  also  send  by  some  other 
conveyance. 

With  great  respect,  be. 
Grosvenor  square,  London, 

October  6,  1785.  JOHN  ADAMS, 

Paris,  October  11,  1785.  TH:  JEFFERSON. 

N.  B.  A  letter  of  credit  of  the  same  tenor  is  also 
given  to  John  Lamb,  Esq,  agent  to  the  Dey  and  govern- 
ment of  Algiers,  substituting  "forty  thousand"  instead  of 
"twenty  thousand  dollars,''  and  adding  after  the  passage 
"with  a  letter  of  advice"  "and  as  your  hand  writing  is 
wholly  unknown  to  Mr.  Adams,  these  letters  of  advice 
are  always  to  be  in  the  hand  writing  of  Paul  R.  Randall, 
Esq.  who  accompanies  you,  whose  hand  writing  is  left  in 
the  custody  of  Mr.  Adams,  as  a  check  and  a  proof  by 
comparison.  The  letters  however  are  to  be  subscribed 
by  you." 
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TROM   THOMAS  JEFFERSON  AND  JOHN  ADAlf9>   MINISTERS, 
be.    TO   THE    EMPEROR   OF   MOROCCO. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  after 
the  conclusion  of  that  war  which  established  their  free- 
dom and  independence,  and  after  the  cares  which  were 
first  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  order  and  regular 
Government,  turned  their  attention  in  the  first  moment 
possible,  to  the  connexions  which  it  would  be  proper  to 
form  with  the  nations  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  for  the 
maintenance  of  fiiendship,  and  improvement  of  commerce 
with  them. 

They,  therefore,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  in  the 
last  year,  thought  proper  to  appoint  us,  with  Doctor  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  their  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  nego- 
tiate and  conclude  such  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce, 
as  should  be  agreed  on  with  those  nations. 

The  variety  of  the  commissions  of  this  nature,  with 
which  we  were  charged,  rendered  impracticable  our  at- 
tending in  person  at  the  several  Courts,  to  which  they 
were  addressed,  and  required  that  we  should  execute 
them  by  the  intervention  of  confidential  persons,  to  be 
sent  to  those  Courts.  Congress,  sensible  of  this,  have 
been  pleased,  by  other  fiiU  powers,  bearing  date  the 
eleventh  day  of  March  last,  to  give  to  the  same  Minis- 
ters, or  a  majority  of  them,  authority  to  appoint  such 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  these  treaties  under  our 
instructions,  of  bringing  them  to  maturity,  and  of  signing 
them  in  a  preUminary  form,  referring  them  to  us  for  de- 
finitive execution,  as  by  the  full  powers,  a  copy  of  which 
we  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, will  more  particularly  appear.     Doctor  Franklin, 
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our  colleague,  having  found  it  necessary  to  return  to 
America,  the  execution  of  these  full  powers  has  Revolved 
on  us  alone. 

As  the  ciicumstances  before  explained^  put  it  out  of 
our  power,  to  have  the  honor  of  presenting  ourselires  in 
person,  at  the  Court  of  your  Majesty,  so  others  super- 
vened, which  rendered  impracticable  our  meeting  at  any 
other  place,  such  Ministers  as  your  Majesty  might  oon* 
descend  to  authorize  to  treat  with  us,  on  the  subjects  with 
which  we  were  charged:  one  of  us  being  placed  as  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  for  the  United  States,  at  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  other  m  the  same  character,  at 
the  Court  of  France. 

We  have,  therefore,  adopted  the  only  remaining 
method,  that  of  sending  a  confidential  agent,  according  to 
the  authority  given  us,  to  testify  to  your  Majesty  our 
high  respect  and  gratitude,  for  the  friendly  dbposition  you 
have  manifested  to  the  United  States,  to  assure  you  of 
the  desire  of  our  country,  to  form  a  connexion  with  a 
sovereign  so  renowned  for  his  power,  hb  wisdom,  his 
justice,  and  to  concert  with  such  Minister  as  your  Ma- 
jesty shall  think  proper  to  appoint,  those  conditions  which 
will  be  most  advantageous  for  both  nations  to  adopt  tar 
the  regulation  of  their  commerce,  and  of  their  mutual 
conduct  towards  each  other. 

The  person  whom  we  charge  with  this  high  mission,  is 
Thomas  Barclay,  Esquire,  possessing,  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, the  confidence  of  the  United  States,  and  as  such, 
having  been  several  years,  and  still  being,  their  Consul 
General,  with  our  great  and  good  firiend  and  ally,  the  King 
of  France. 

Although  our  full  powers  reserve  to  us  the  ultimate 
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stature  of  tke  tree^  to  be  estabfished,  jet  such  is  our 
refianee  on  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Barclay,  that 
we  assure  your  Majesty,  you  may  have  fidi  &ith  in  what- 
ever he  shall  agree  to,  and  that  the  same,  when  sent  to 
us,  will  be  returned  with  our  signature,  in  order  to  receive 
that  of  the  p^!9on,  whom  your  Majesty  shall  commission 
for  the  same  purpose. 

With  the  most  profound  respect  and  our  best  wishes 
for  the  health,  happiness,  prosperity,  and  glory,  of  your 
Imperial  Majesty,  we  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  our- 
selves, 

Your  Majesty's 

Most  obedient  humble  Servants. 

N.  B.  In  the  letter  to  Algiers  the  term  "  your  Majes- 
ty," b  changed — ^^  to  testify,  &c."  included  in  crotchets, 
is  left  out,  and  instead  of  the  passage  ^'  Thomas  Barclay," 
is  inserted  ''  John  Lamb,  Esquire,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
^  States,  in  whose  wisdom  and  mtegrity  we  have  so  high 
**  confidence  that,  though  our  full  powers  reserve  to  us 
'^  the  ultimate  signature  of  the  treaty,  that  we  can  ven- 
^  ture  to  assure  that  we  will  ratify  and 

^  confirm  definitively,  whatever  preliminary  condition  he 
^*  shall  agree  to  and  transmit  to  us  for  that  purpose." 


raOM  JOHN  ADAMS  AND  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON  TO  THE 

COUNT  DE  VERGENNE8. 

Sir, 
The  fiiendly  disposition  which  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  show,  to  the  United  States  of  America,  on  every 
Vol.  II. — 54 
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occasion,  as  well  as  the  assurances  given  them  in  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  that  he  would 
employ  his  good  offices  and  interposntion,  with  the  pow- 
ers on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  to  provide  for  the  safety  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  their  vessels  and  etkcts, 
encouraged  us  to  address  you  our  letter  of  March  28tb, 
on  that  subject.  To  this,  you  were  pleased  to  favor  us 
with  an  answer  on  the  28th  Apri^  enclosing  the  senti- 
ments of  his  Excellency  the  M.  de  Castries  on  the  same 
subject,  and  confirming  our  expectations  of  his  Majesty's 
good  offices,  whensoever  we  should  be  efficaciously  pre- 
pared, to  enter  into  negotiation  with  these  States.  As 
circumstances  rendered  impracticable  our  proceeding  in 
person  to  that  coast.  Congress  has  been  pleased  to  invest 
us  with  full  powers,  authorizing  us  to  substitute  agents  to 
proceed  thither,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and  ma- 
turing the  terms  of  a  treaty,  and  signing  them  in  a  preli- 
minary form,  but  requiring  their  definitive  execution  by 
us.  They  have  also  permitted,  and  enabled  us  to  com- 
ply with  those  demands,  to  which  other  nations  are  in  the 
habit  of  submitting.  In  consequence  of  these  powers, 
we  have  appointed  Thomas  Barclay,  Esquire,  agent  to 
the  Court  of  Morocco,  and  John  Lamb,  Esquire,  to  the 
government  of  Algiers,  who  wiU  immediately  proceed  to 
their  respective  destinations,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiat- 
ing treaties  of  amity  and  conmierce  with  those  two 
powers. 

It  remains  for  us  to  apprise  your  Excellency  of  these 
transactions,  and  to  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  represent 
to  his  Majesty,  that,  being  now  fully  vested  with  the 
powers  requisite,  for  carrying  these  negotiations  into  ef- 
fect, and  enabled  to  comply  with  such  moderate  demands. 
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as  actual  circumstances  give  us  reason  to  expect,  the 
moment  is  arrived,  m  which  his  powerful  influence  with 
those  States^  may  be  mterposed  to  our  great  benefit ;  and 
to  pray  that  he  will  interpose  it,  either  by  direct  address 
to  those  powers,  or  through  the  medium  of  his  Mmis- 
ters,  Consuls,  or  Agents  residing  there,  or  in  such  other 
manner,  as  his  Majesty  shall  judge  most  consistent  with 
his  honor,  and  most  likely  to  avail  the  United  States  of 
his  efficacious  aid. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON    AND    JOHN    ADAMS    TO    MR. 

CARMICHAEL. 

Mr.  Barclay  will  deliver  you  this  letter  in  his  way  to 
Morocco. 

We  have  appointed  him  to  this  negotiation,  in  hopes 
of  obtaining  the  friendship  of  that  State  to  our  country, 
and  of  opening,  by  that  means,  the  commerce  of  the 
Mediterranean,  an  object  of  sufficient  importance  to  in- 
duce him  to  accept  of  the  trust. 

We  recommend  him  and  Colonel  Franks,  who  goes 
with  him,  to  your  attention  and  assistance,  and  we  pai^ 
ticularly  desire  you  to  interest  the  Court  of  Spain  in  his 
favor,  if  you  think  it  practicable.  Your  success  upon 
many  occasions  with  the  Spanish  Ministers,  gives  us  hopes 
that  you  may  obtain  for  him  instructions  or  letters,  to 
Spanish  Consuls  or  other  gentlemen,  which  may  con- 
tribute both  to  the  comfort  of  his  travels,  and  the  success 
of  bis  mission. 
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Anj  despatches  tx  us,  which  he  amy  oonvey  to  jou, 
jour  own  just  sense  of  the  importmce  of  then,  wiU  in- 
duce you  to  tEBnsmit  to  us  with  all  possible  caie. 

We  are  informed  of  the  friendly  attention  of  the  Cknut 
of  Madrid,  to  the  case  of  our  fellow-citizensi  late  in  cap- 
tivity, as  well  as  on  many  other  occasions,  and,  if  you 
think  it  will  not  be  taken  amiss,  you  wiU  oblige  us  by  ex- 
pressing our  grateful  sense  of  it,  whererer  you  think 
proper. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  honor  to  be,  be 

London,  Sept.  12,  1785,         JOHN  ADAMS, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

N.  B.  A  Similar  letter  was  given  to  Mr.  Lamb. 


Drafi  of  a  treaty  of  omity  and  commerce^  between  the 

United  States  of  America  and  the  ^—  for 

the  purpose  of  estahlishing  peace^  and  friendship^  and 
commerce^  beitoeen  the  United  States  of  America  and 
their  citizens,  on  the  one  part,  and  .         and 

his  subjects  on  the  other,  the  parties  have  eitabUshed 
the  following  articles, 

Abticle  I.  There  shall  be  a  firm,  invicdaUe  and  imi- 

versal  peace  and  sincere  friendship  between  the  United 

States  of  America,  and  their  citizens  on  the  one  part,  and 

and  his  subjects  cm  the  o^jher  part,  without 

exception  of  persons  or  places. 

Article  ii.  His  Majesty  agrees  to  release  all  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  now  in  captivity  in  his  do- 
minions, and  to  restore  all  propeity,  which  has  been  taken 
by  any  of  his  subjects,  from  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
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AKnoitB  lu.  JNo  veaseb  oi  fab  MtjeiCj  «iMdl  make 
capmref,  or  atom  mibin  ng^tof  the  ootats  (rf*  the  United 
States. 

Alticub  !▼•  No  citken  or  subject  of  either  party 
shall  take  firocn  any  power  with  whom  the  other  may  be 
^at  war,  any  commission  or  letter  of  marque  for  amuBg 
any  vessel,  to  act  as  a  privateer  against  the  other,  on 
pain  of  being  punished  as  a  pirate, 

AaTicLs  V.  If  one  of  the  parties  should  be  engaged 
in  war  with  any  other  power,  the  free  mtercourse  and 
commerce  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  party  remam- 
iDg  neutral  with  the  belligerent  powers,  shall  not  be  inters 
rupted.  On  the  contrary  in  that  case,  as  in  full  peace, 
the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party  may  navigate  freely,  to 
and  from  the  ports,  and  on  the  coasts  of  the  belligerent 
parties,  free  vessels  making  free  goods;  masmuch  that 
all  things  shall  be  adjudged  free,  which  shall  be  on  board 
any  vessel  belongbg  to  the  neutral  (larty,  although  such 
things  belong  to  an  enemy  of  the  other ;  and  the  same 
freedom  shall  be  extended  to  persons,  who  shall  be  on 
board  a  free  vessel,  although  they  should  be  enemies  to 
the  other  partyi  unless  they  be  soldiers  in  actual  service 
of  such  enemy* 

In  like  manner  all  persons,  subjects,  or  citizens,  of  either 
party,  and  all  property  belonging  to  subjects,  or  citizens  ci 
either  party,  found  on  board  a  vessel  of  the  enemy  of  the 
other,  shall  be  free  from  capture  and  detentioD. 

Abticle  VI.  In  the  same  case  where  one  at  the  par* 
ties  is  engaged  in  a  war  with  any  other  power,  that  the 
vessels  of  the  neutral  party  may  be  readily  and  certainly 
known,  it  b  agreed  that  they  shall  be  provided  with  sea 
letteis,    or  passports,  which  shall  express  the   name. 
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the  property  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  also  the  name 
and  dwelling  of  the  master;  which  passportB  shall  be 
made  out  in  good  and  due  forms,  (to  be  settled  by  cea- 
ventions  between  the  parties  whenever  oocaslon  sbaU  re- 
quire) shall  be  renewed,  as  often  as  the  vessel  shall  return 
into  port,  and  shall  be  exhibited  whensoever  required,  as 
well  in  the  open  sea,  as  in  port.  But  if  the  said  vessd 
be  under  convoy,  of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war  belong* 
ing  to  the  neutral  party,  the  simple  declaration  of  the  of- 
ficer, commanding  the  convoy,  that  the  said  vessel  belomgs 
to  the  party  of  which  he  is,  shall  be  considered  as  estab* 
lishing  the  fact,  and  shall  relieve  both  parties  fiom  the 
trouble  of  further  examination. 

Article  vii.  And  to  prevent  entirely  all  disorder  and 
violence  in  such  cases,  it  is  stipulated,  that  when  the  ves- 
sels  of  the  neutral  party,  sailing  without  convoy,  shall  be 
met  by  any  vessel  of  war,  public  or  private  of  the  other 
party,  such  vessel  of  war  shall  not  approach  within  cannon 
shot  of  the  said  neutral  vessel,  nor  send  more  than  two 
or  three  men  in  their  boat,  on  board  the  same  to  examine 
her  sea  letters  or  passports. 

Article  viii.  All  persons  belonging  to  any  vessel 
of  war,  public  or  private,  who  shall  molest  or  injure  in 
any  manner  whatever,  the  people,  vessel,  or  effects,  of 
the  other  party,  shall  be  responsible  in  their  persons  and 
property,  for  damages  and  interest,  sufficient  security  for 
which,  shall  be  given  by  all  commanders  of  private  arm- 
ed vessels,  before  they  are  commissioned. 

Article  ix.  All  citizens  of  the  United  States,  taken 
by  any  of  the  powers  of  Barbary  or  their  subjects,  and 
brought  into  any  of  the  ports  or  dominions  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco,  shall  be  immediately  set  at  liberty  by 
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the  tEmpeior ;  and  all  vessels  and  merchandise,  belong- 
ing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  taken  bjr  any  of 
the  said  powers,  or  their  subjects,  and  brought  into  any 
of  the  ports,  or  dominions  of  his  Majesty,  shall,  in  like 
manner,  be  caused  by  his  Majesty  to  be  delivered  up  by 
the  captors,  without  being  carried  out  of  port,  and  shall 
be  faithfully  restored,  to  the  said  citizens  owning  them.  . 

Article  x.  If  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either 
party,  in  danger  from  tempests,  pirates,  enemies,  or  other 
accidents,  or  needing  repairs,  or  supplies  of  water^  food, 
or  other  necessaries,  shall  take  refuge,  with  their  vessels 
or  effects,  within  the  harbors,  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other; 
or,  if  the  armed  vessels,  public  or  private,  of  either  par- 
ty shall  take  such  refuge,  for  any  of  the  same  causes, 
they  shall  be  received,  protected  and  treated  with  hu- 
manity and  kindness,  and  shall  be  permitted  to  furnish 
themselves,  at  reasonable  prices,  with  all  refreshments, 
provisions  and  other  things  necessary  for  their  suste- 
nance, health  and  accommodation,  and  for  the  repair  of 
their  vessels. 

Article  xi.  When  any  vessel,  of  either  party,  shall 
be  wrecked,  foundered,  or  otherwise  damaged  on  the 
coasts,  or  within  the  dominions  of  the  other,  their  respec- 
tive subjects  or  citizens  shall  receive^  as  well  for  them- 
selves as  for  their  vessels  and  effects,  the  same  assistance 
which  would  be  due,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
where  the  damage  happens,  and  shall  pay  the  same 
charges  and  dues  only,  as  the  said  'inhabitants  of  the 
country  would  be  subject  to  pay  in  a  like  case ;  and  if 
the  operations  of  repair  shall  require,  that  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  their  cargoes  be  unloaded,  they  shall  pay  no 
duties,  charges  or  fees  on  the  part,  which  they  shall  re- 
lade  and  carry  away. 
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AsncLK  XII.  The  veaseb  of  the  subject  or  chneBS 
of  either  pertjr,  coming  on  any  coast  beknging  to  the 
other,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into  any  port,  or  being  en- 
tered bto  port,  and  not  wilUng  to  unload  their  caigoes,  or 
break  bulk,  shaD  have  liberty  to  depart  and  to  pursue  their 
voyage,  without  mdestation,  and  without  being  obliged 
to  pay  any  duties,  charges  or  fees,  whatsoever,  or  to  ren- 
der any  account  of  their  cargo. 

Article  xiii.  Each  party  shall  endeavor,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels 
and  other  effects,  belonging  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
the  other,  and  the  persons  of  the  citiiens  or  subjects  of 
the  other,  which  shaU  be  within  the  extent  of  their  juris- 
diction by  sea  or  land,  and  shall  use  all  thw  eflbrts  to 
liberate  such  persons,  and  to  recover  and  cause  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  right  owners,  their  vessels  and  effects,  wUch 
shall  be  taken  within  the  extent  of  their  said  jurisdiction. 

Article  xiv.  Whenever  the  vessels  of  either  party, 
in  any^port  of  the  other,  shall  be  about  to  depart,  all  hos- 
tile vessels  in  the  same  port,  or  its  vicinities,  shall  be  de- 
tained by  the  party,  within  whose  jurisdiction  they  are, 
until  such  vessel  shall  have  had  a  reasonable  time  to 
escape. 

Article  xv.  No  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  ports  of  his  Majesty,  shall  be  searched  under 
pretence  of  their  having  on  board  fugitive  slaves,  or  under 
any  other  pretence  whatever,  nor  shall  any  person  be  re- 
quired to  pay  for  any  such  slaves,  nor  to  redeliver  them, 
if  any  such  should  really  have  taken  asylum  therein. 

Article  xvi.  The  vessels  of  war  of  either  party, 
coming  to  anchor  in  a  port  of  the  other,  shall  be  saluted 
by  the  forts  or  batteries,  with  as  many  guns  as  a  vessel  of 
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die  same  eixe  of  any  other  nation,  which  ressel  shall  re- 
turn the  salute  gun  for  gun. 

Article  xni.  The  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party 
may  frequent  the  coasts  and  countries  of  the  other,  and 
reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manufiu^ 
tuies  and  merchandize,  the  purchase  and  sale  of  which 
shall  be  free  to  all  persons  of  every  description  unembar- 
rassed  by  monopoly,  paying  no  greater  duties  than  the 
most  favored  nation  pays,  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  lights, 
privileges  and  exemptions,  in  navigation  and  corOmerce, 
which  the  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nation  enjoy. 
They  shall  also  be  free  to  pass  and  repass  with  their  tner^ 
chandize,  within  the  territories  of  the  other,  without  being 
obliged  to  obtain  passports. 

ABTICI.E  XTiii.  All  merchants,  commanders  of  ves- 
sels, and  other  subjects  and  citizens  of  each  party,  -  shall 
have  free  liberty,  in  all  places  within  the  dommion  or 
jurisdiction  of  the  other,  to  manage  their  own  business 
themselves,  or  to  employ  whomsoever  they  please  to 
manage  the  whole,  or  any  part  for  them ;  and  shall  not  he 
obliged  to  make  use  of  any  interpreter,  broker  or  orfier 
person,  whatsoever,  nor  pay  them  any  salaries  dt  fees, 
unless  they  choose  to  make  use  of  them. 

Miweover  tbey  shall  not  be  obliged  in  los^g  or  un- 
loading their  vessels,  to  make  use  of  tAose  woifanen, 
which  may  be  appointed  by  pubiic  authority  for  that  puiv 
pose;  but  it  shall  be  entirely  free  for  diem  to  load  or  un- 
load them  by  themselves,  or  to  make  use  of  such  persons 
b  loading  or  unloadmg  them  as  lAey  shall  think  fit,  with- 
out paying  any  fees  or  salary  to  any  other  whomsoever ; 
neither  shall  they  be  forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  mer- 
chandize into  any  other  vessels,  or  to  receive  them  into 
Vol.  n. — 55 
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their  own,  or  to  wait  for  their  being  lomded  longer  thttn 
they  please. 

Article  xix.  No  merchant  or  other  citizen  or  sub- 
ject of  either  party,  within  the  territories  of  the  other, 
shall  be  obliged  to  buy  or  sell  any  merchandize  or  thing 
agamst  his  will,  and  shall  be  free  to  buy  and  sell  what- 
ever he  may  think  proper. 

Article  xx.  That  the  vessels  of  either  party  loading 
within  the  ports  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other  may  not 
be  uselessly  detained,  it  is  agreed  that  all  examina- 
tions of  goods  required  by  the  laws  shall  be  made  before 
they  shall  be  laden  on  board  the  vessel,  and  that  there 
shall  be  no  examination  after,  nor  shall  the  vessel  be 
searched  at  any  time,  unless  articles  shall  have  been 
laden  therein  clandestinely  and  illegally,  in  which  case 
the  person  by  whose  order  they  were  carried  on  board,  or 
who  carried  them  without  order,  shall  be  liable  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  in  which  he  is ;  but  no  person  shall 
be  molested,  nor  shall  any  other  goods,  nor  the  vessel 
)ie  seized  or  detained  for  that  cause. 

Article  xxi.  The  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party, 
their  vessels  and  effects,  shall  not  b€^  liable  to  any  embar- 
go, seizure  or  detention  on  the  part  of  the  other  for  any 
military  expedition,  or  other  public  or  private  purpose 
whatever ;  and  in  all  c^es  of  seizure,  detention,  or  arrest 
for  debts  contraci^d  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of  the  one 
party,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  the  same  shall 
be  made  and  prosecuted  by  order  and  authority  of  law 
only,  and  according  to  the  regular  course  of  proceeding 
usual  in  such  cases. 

Article  xxii.  If  any  difference,  either  civil  or  crimi- 
nal, arise  between  two  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with- 
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in  the  territories  of  iaa  Majesty,  neither  shall  be  bound  to 
answer  or  appear  before  the  judidary  institutions  of  the 
couotrjr,  nor  to  obej  any  officer  or  process  thereof ;  but  it 
shall  be  decided  by  the  Consul  lor  the  United  States, 
who  riiall  have  full  authority,  in  every  such  case,  dvil  or 
eiiminal,  to  proceed  according  to  the  instructions  he  shall 
bare  recared  from  Congress.  But  if  the  power  of  the 
country  shall  be  necessary  to  aid  him  in  the  airest,  deten- 
tion or  punishment  of  oca  of  the  parties,  be  shall  receive 
soch  aid. 

Abticlx  XXIII.  If  any  cirizen  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  territories  of  his  Majesty,  assault,  strike, 
wound  or  kill  a  subject  of  his  Majesty,  or  any  other  per- 
son under  his  protection  (other  thao  a  fellow  citizen,  which 
case  is  herein  before  provided  for,)  be  shall  be  punished 
in  the  same  manner,  and  not  more  rigorously  than  a  sul^ 
ject,  wbo  should  have  committed  the  same  ofience,  nn- 
diall  he  be  punished  until  tbe  Consul  of  bis  nation  shall 
have  been  called  on  to  defend  him ;  and  if  be  make  bis 
escape,  neither  tbe  said  Consul,  nor  any  other  citizen  of 
tbe  said  United  Sutes,  shall  be  detained  or  molested  on 
that  account. 

A  subject  of  his  Majesty  committing  a  like  ofienee 
within  his  territories,  on  a  citizen  of  tbe  United  States, 
shall  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  com- 
loitted  it  on  one  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Article  zxit.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  their  personal 
goods,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Majesty,  by  testa- 
ment, donation  or  otherwise,  and  their  representatives 
shall  succeed  to  their  said  peisonal  goods,  within  the 
same  jurisdictkn,  by  testament  or  a6  iitteitato,  and  may 
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tak»  possession  thereof,  either  by  themselves  or  by  others 
acting  for  them,  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  their  will, 
paying  such  dues  only,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
wherein  the  said  goods  are,  shall  be  subject  to  pay  id 
like  cases.  And  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  represen- 
tative, the  Consul,  Vice  Consul  or  Agent  for  the  United 
States,  shall  take  care  of  the  said  goods,  according  to  his 
instructions,  or,  if  there  be  no  such  Consul,  Vice  Con- 
sul or  Agent,  then  certain  good  and  principal  people  of 
the  country  shall  be  appointed  to  make  an  inventory  of 
them,  and  to  take  care  of  them  for  the  representative,  so 
that  the  officers  of  the  said  country  may  not  meddle  with 
them,  on  pretence  of  escheat,  forfeiture,  or  any  other 
pretence  whatever. 

Article  xxv.  Each  party  shall  be  at  liberty  to  keep 
within  any  of  the  ports  of  the  other,  Consuls,  Vice  Con- 
suls, Agents  or  Commissaries  of  their  own  appointment, 
who  shall  be  free  and  secure  in  their  persons,  houses  and 
effects,  and  shall  not  in  any  case  be  bound  to  answer  for 
the  debts  of  any  citizens  of  their  nation,  or  others,  un- 
less they  shall  have  obliged  themselves  thereto  by  writ- 
ing. Each  of  them  shall  be  at  liberty  to  choose  his  own 
interpreters,  brokers  and  other  agents  and  servants,  to  go 
as  often  as  he  pleases  on  board  any  vessels  in  the  har- 
bors, to  pass  and  repass  in  the  country,  to  practice  his 
own  religion  in  his  own  house  openly  and  freely,  and  to 
receive  any  other  persons  there  to  do  the  same,  without 
bebg  subject  to  molestation  or  msult,  by  word  or  deed  ; 
he  shall  enjoy  an  exemption  f]x>m  all  duties  for  the  pro- 
visions and  necessaries  of  every  kmd  for  his  house  and 
family,  shall  be  authorized  to  take  depositions,  authenti- 
cate contracts,  deeds,  wills  and  other  writings,  give  pass- 
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ports,  and  perform  all  other  the  functions  of  bis  office 
accordmg  to  his  instructions,  without  impediment  fiom 
any,  but,  on  the  contrary  shall  be  aided  therein  by  the 
power  of  the  country,  when  he  shall  ask  such  aid. 

Article  xxyi.  If  any  contravention  of  this  treaty 
shall  happen,  the  peace  shall  continue  nevertheless ;  but 
the  party  injured  shall  demand  amicable  reparation,  and, 
until  this  shall  have  been  denied,  shall  not  appeal  to 
arms. 

Article  xxvii.  If  war  should  arise  between  the 
two  parties,  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  country, 
then  residing  or  being  in  the  other,  shall  be  allowed  to 
remain  nine  months  to  coUect  their  debts  and  settle  their 
affairs,  and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  off  all  their  ef- 
fects, without  molestation  or  hindrance. 

Article  xxviii.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant 
to  any  other  nation  any  particular  favor  in  navigation  and 
commerce,  it  shall  immediately  become  common  to  the 
other  party,  freely  where  it  is  freely  granted  to  such 
other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  compensation,  where 
such  other  nation  does  the  same. 

Article  xxix.  Thb  treaty  shall  be  in  force  fifty 
years  from  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  which  exchange 
shall  be  within  eighteen  months  firom  the  date  hereof, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  several  articles  thereof  shall  be 
observed  on  both  sides,  as  if  they  were  already  ratified. 

In  witness  whereof,  be. 
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Report  of  Secretary  Jay. 

OiBce  ftyr  Foreign  AflTairt*      ( 
May  11,  ir86.  S 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
the  11th  October  last,  from  the  Honorable  Mr.  Jeflkr^ 
son,  with  the  sundry  papers  that  were  enclosed  with  it. 
Reports ; 

That  as  this  letter  and  these  papers  respect  subjects 
unconnected  with  each  other,  your  Secretary  finds  it  ne- 
cessary to  arrange  them  under  difierent  heads,  and  report 
on  each  in  its  proper  order. 

NEGOTIATIONS   WITH    THE   BABBART   P0WEB8. 

1st.  The  commissions  of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jeffer- 
son appointing  Mr.  Barclay  to  treat  with  Morocco,  and 
Mr.  Lamb  with  Algiers,  and  their  general  instructions  to 
each  of  them,  and  the  project  of  a  treaty,  aU  of  which 
appear  to  your  Secretary  to  be  prop^;  but  he  much 
doubts  whether  the  sums  allotted  for  presents  and  peace 
offerings  will  be  sufficient. 

2d.  A  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson  from  Richard  O'Bryen, 
master  of  the  ship  Dauphin,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Mathew 
and  Thomas  Irwin  &  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  captured  by 
the  Algerines  30th  July,  1785.  This  letter  is  similar  to 
one  written  by  the  same  person,  on  the  28th  August  last, 
to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  and  on 
which  your  Secretary  made  report  the  2d  January  last. 

This  letter,  however,  gave  occasion  to  the  supplemen- 
tary instruction  to  Mr.  Lamb,  by  which  he  is  authorized 
to  supply  and  redeem  American  captives,  in  the  manner 
and  on  the  terms  therein  specified.    Mr.  Jefferson,  in  men- 
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lioning  this  instruction  says,  "The  supplementary  in- 
"  struction  to  Mr.  Lamb,  No.  5,  must  rest  for  justification 
"  oa  the  emei^ncy  of  the  case.  The  motires  which 
"  lead  to  it  must  be  Ibuad  in  the  feelings  of  the  human 
"  bean,  in  a  partiality  for  those  suSeren,  who  ace  of  our 
"  own  country,  and  the  obligatioiis  of  erery  Government 
"  to  yield  protection  to  their  citizens,  as  the  cwuidemtion 
"  of  their  obedience.  It  wilt  be  a  comfort  to  know  that 
"  Congreii  does  not  dMoppmie  of  thii  itep," 

In  cases  of  this  kind,  your  Secretary  thinks  the  senti- 
ments and  pleasure  of  Congress  should  not  ramain  doubt- 
ful, and  that  in  his  opinion  it  be, 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Foreign  A&its,  inform  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jcfierson 
that  Congress  approve  of  their  supplementary  instruction 
to  Mr.  Lamb,  respectiag  American  captives  at  Algiers. 

TBEATX  WITH    PORTUGAI.. 

Mr.  Jefieison  says,  "  That  considering  the  treaty  with 
"  Portugal  among  the  most  interesting  to  the  United 
"  States,  be  sometime  ago  took  occasion,  at  Versailles,  to 
"  ask  the  Portuguese  Ambassador,  if  he  bad  yet  receired 
"  from  his  Court  an  answer  to  their  letter.  He  told  him 
"  be  bad  not,  but  that  he  would  make  it  the  subject  of 
"  another  letter.  Two  days  ago  bis  Secretary  of  Lega- 
"  tion  called  on  turn  with  a  letter  from  his  Minister  to  the 
"  Ambassador,  in  which  was  the  following  paragraph,  as 
"  be  translated  it  to  him,  and  he  committed  it  to  writing 
"  from  his  mouth."  This  paragraph  being  in  French, 
the  following  is  a  translation  of  it,  viz :  "  With  respect  to 
"  what  your  EzceDetKy  mentions  of  a  couversatioo  with 
"  the  Americaa  tfituster,  that  power  ought  aiiMidy  to  be 
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"  persuaded,  by  the  manner  in  which  their  vessels  have 
^'  been  received  here,  that  hb  Majesty  would  have  much 
'^  satisfacUon,  in  maintaining  perfect  harmony  and  good 
'^  correspondence  with  the  United  States.  But  it  would 
'^  be  proper  to  begin  by  reciprocally  appointing  persons 
'^  who  at  least,  in  the  character  of  agent,  should  respec- 
'^  tively  inform  their  constituents  of  whatever  might  con- 
"  duce  to  a  knowledge  of  the  mterest  of  the  two  nations, 
^'  without  prejudice  to  the  one  or  the  other.  It  is  the  first 
'^  step  which  appears  convenient  to  take,  m  order  to  the 
'^  end  proposed." 

Mr.  Jefierson  says  he  considers  that  answer  ^^  as  de- 
<<  finitive  of  all  further  measures  under  his  and  Mr.  Ad- 
^^  ams'  commission  to  Portugal." 

Here  it  appears  proper  to  your  Secretary  to  remind 
Congress  of  a  letter  of  5th  November  last  from  Mr. 
Adams,  on  this  subject,  and  on  which  he  thinks  instruc- 
tions should  be  given  to  Mr.  Adams. 

It  states  the  substance  of  a  conference  between  him 
and  the  Chevalier  Pinto,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  from  Portugal ;  to  whom  it  seems 
that  Court  had  thought  proper  to  commit  the  conduct  of 
their  negotiations  with  us,  in  preference  to  their  Ambas- 
sador at  the  Court  of  France. 

The  overture  made  in  that  conference,  together  with 
the  importance  of  our  trade  to  Portugal,  induces  your 
Secretary  to  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  take  mea- 
sures, for  concluding  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  that  king- 
dom ;  and  the  more  so,  as  the  commercial  privileges  we 
now  enjoy  in  their  ports,  are  matters  of  favor,  which 
may  at  any  time  be  recalled,  and  which  would  probably 
be  diminished,  if  apparent  inattention  to  their  friendly 
overtures,  should  mortify  and  disgust  that  Court. 
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TBCATIXS  WITH  OTHKBPOWKBI. 

A  subBflquent  letter  from  Mr.  Je^ison,  viz :  27th  Jan- 
uaiy,  1786,  mentions  that  the  Emperor  is  willing  to  pro- 
ceed mtb  us.  Hiere  is  reason  to  believe  that  Denmark 
is  also  ready,  and  that  Na^  has  intiniated  the  same 

Your  Secietaiy  has  in  fonner  reports  expressed  bb 
sentiments,  respecting  treaties  of  the  kind  proposed,  but 
as  the  fiist  overtures  for  them  were  made  hj  America,  it 
seems  difficult  now  to  retract,  merely  because  the  an- 
swers though  favorable  have  been  so  long  delayed.  The 
delicate  situation  of  the  United  States  requires  caution, 
and  it  might  be  better  to  submit  to  some  temporary  evil, 
rather  than  di^ust  those  powers,  who  may  now  be  ready 
to  enter  into  treaties  with  us ;  and  whose  ports  in  case  of 
war  might  be  very  convenient  to  us.  Your  Secretary  is 
therefore  much  inclined  to  think,  that  it  would  be  more 
prudent  to  renew  the  commission,  and  by  limiting  the  du- 
ration of  the  proposed  treaties  to  a  short  term,  provide 
that  the  inconveniences  arising  &om  them,  shall  not  be  of 
longer  continuance.  Circumstances  will  by  that  time 
probably  place  the  United  Sutes  on  more  advantageous 
ground,  and  enable  them  to  make  treaties  far  more  bene- 
ficial, than  any  that  can  now  be  expected.  In  his  opinion 
however  no  further  overtures  should  be  made,  nor  any 
negotiations  for  such  treaties  commenced  with  any  nation, 
except  those  who  may  have  declared  their  readiness  and 
inclination  to  enter  mto  them. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 
JOHN  JAY. 
Vol.  II — 56 


448  THOMAS  JEFFEB80N— JOHN  JAT. 

FROM   THOMAS   JEFTERSON   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Pari%  December  34^  1785. 

Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  which  were  dated  the  6th  and 
1 1th  of  October,  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the 
1st,  14th  and  15th  of  September.  Since  the  departure 
of  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  who  carried  my  last,  no  confidential 
opportunity  of  writing  has  ofiered.  The  present  I  send  by 
way  of  London,  and  being  to  pass  through  the  post  offi- 
ces of  both  countries,  shall  mention  in  it  nothing  but 
what  both  are  welcome  to  see. 

I  now  transmit  you  Mr.  Limozin's  answer,  reladve  to 
Fortin's  case.  You  will  see  by  this,  that  Fortin  never 
had  commenced  a  suit  here  at  all,  and  of  course  was  pre- 
mature in  his  complaints  of  the  delay  of  justice. 

I  enclose,  also,  a  copy  of  a  receipt  of  Commodore 
Jones,  for  moneys  paid  him  on  account  of  the  prizes 
taken  by  him.  It  will  enable  the  Commissioners  to  enter 
due  debits.  The  Mareschal  de  Castries  having  been 
pleased  to  direct  copies  of  the  receipts  to  be  furnished  to 
me,  in  proportion  as  payments  are  made,  I  shall  take  care 
to  forward  them. 

The  prospectus  of  the  mercantile  establishment  at 
Trieste,  for  a  commerce  with  the  United  States,  which  I 
have  the  honor  of  now  enclosing,  was  conmiunicated  to 
me  by  the  Imperial  Ambassador  here,  by  order  of  his 
Sovereign,  who  asjcs  the  patronage  of  Congress  for  this 
company.  I  assured  his  Ambassador,  that  they  might 
rely  on  every  protection  from  Congress,  should  any  cir- 
cumstances ever  call  for  their  interference. 
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I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  copies  of  two  letters 
I  wrote  to  Messrs.  Van  Staphorst,  in  answer  to  some 
inquiries  they  made  of  me,  relative  to  some  paper  secu- 
rities of  the  United  States,  proposed  to  them  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Parker. 

Bemg  informed  that  they  afterwards  received  these 
securities,  as  for  the  United  States,  perhaps  these  letters 
may  throw  light  on  that  measure.  At  any  rate,  they 
will  shew,  that  I  considered  it  as  out  of  my  province, 
and  meddled  not  in  it,  fiiither  than  by  informing  them  of 
matters  of  fact. 

An  American  gentleman,  who  will  leave  this  place  for 
New  York,  about  the  1st  of  February,  will  enable  me  to 
write  to  you  on  subjects,  not  proper  for  the  present  con- 
veyance. 

In  the  meantime,  it  may  be  expedient  to  mention  that 
the  duties  here  on  American  whale  oil,  are  reduced  to 
eleven  livres,  five  sous,  the  barrel  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
French,  or  <ibout  two  livres  in  the  English  hundred. 
They  were,  before,  thirty-six  livres  fifteen  sous,  the  bar- 
rel of  five  hundred  pounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


MB.  LIMOZIN's    answer  RELATIVE   TO   FOIKTIN's  CASE. 

Havre  de  Grtcc  October  4,  17S5, 

Most  Honored  Sir, 
Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  your  Excellency  a  copy  (^  the  letter  I  wrote  the  11th 
October,  1782,  to  Joseph  Fortin,  about  the  estate  to 
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which  he  would  be  entitled,  had  his  father  not  altered  his 
Chrifltian  name  when  he  landed  in  America. 

With  the  copy  of  the  said  letter,  is  that  of  the  register 
taken  from  the  books  of  the  Church,  and  an  authentic 
advertisement  of  sales. 

By  these  vouchers,  your  Excellency  will  be  able  to 
see,  that  it  is  impossible  for  that  Fortin  to  claim  the  said 
estate,  as  long  as  he  will  call  himself  son  of  Joseph  For- 
tin, as  he  does  by  the  vouchers  he  sent  me ;  because  none 
of  the  family  of  the  deceased  Fortin  who  left  that  estate, 
was  called  Joseph. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  LIMOZIN. 


FROM   ANDREW   LIMOZIN    TO  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON. 

Hiiyre  de  Grace,  October  11,  1785. 
Most  Honored  Sir, 

I  received,  just  now,  the  letters  your  Excellency  has 
honored  me  with  the  8th  of  this  month. 

I  have  not  been  imprudent  enough  to  begin  a  law  suit 
with  the  vouchers  Fortin  sent  me,  because,  according  to 
our  laws,  I  was  sure  to  lose  it  directly,  and  to  prevent  (by 
giving  communication  of  such  vouchers)  the  said  Fortin 
to  ever  h^ve  the  least  right  to  the  estate,  about  which  I 
wrote  to  him. 

For,  under  tbQ  name  of  Joseph  Fortin,  he  will  never 
be  entitled  to  enjoy  the  said  estate.  For  it  is  proved  by 
the  Church  books,  tUt  none  of  the  deceased  Fortin's 
fiimily,  who  left  the  estate,  wore  called  Joseph,  but  tliat 
there  is  one  missing  called  Jean  Baptiste. 
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I  would  not  bogin  t  law  luit,  beotuie  I  iliould  bo  luro 
to  loio  it|  and  who  would  ro-imbuno  me  for  my  oxpanMi? 
Thoro  ii  no  other  method  fur  that  Fortin,  but  to  get  hi^ 
voucheni  under  the  name  of  JetnllaptiHte,  initond  of  that 
of  JuMsphi  and  if  ho  cannot  do  it,  he  will  never  get  a 
Ikrthing. 

1  liave  the  honor  to  be,  tio. 

ANDllKW  LIMOZIN. 


rHOM  M.  I)B   OAaTRlKII  TO  TIIOMAI  JKrrBHIOM. 

Trannlatiun. 

Kontalntbleftii,  Ootolitr  98, 1TS5. 
Hir, 
1  have  the  honor  (o  nond  you  rtirtifted  copioH  of  the 
two  reeoipti  which  Mr.  Joneii  haii  given  (u  (he  treaiurer 
of  the  port  of  I /Orient  for  the  MuniN  which  have  been 
paid  to  him,  aw  Rhareii  of  the  privea  belonging  to  the  aub- 
Ject4  of  the  United  StnteR. 

You  will  olMerve,  Rir,  that  Mr.  Jonei  ha«  received 
ena  hundred  andfiati  thoutand  onn  hundrtd  and  etfihtj/'Jiv 
Ijvfff ,  thrM  fo/i,  fir  d$nier$,  for  the  orew  of  tlie  Allianee 
frigate,  and  nvmUy  Jiv%  (houtnnd  eight  hundred  nnd 
fifiy  three  Iwree^  eighteen  fo/«,  finur  deniertf  u  well  for 
the  iharea  of  priaeR  due  to  him  perionalty,  a«  for  thoee  of 
the  Americaiui,  belonging  to  the  vemielR  called  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  and  the  IHUIaa  frigate. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  lie. 

L£  M.  D£  CASTRIES. 
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Sharet  of  the  prizes  made  in  1779,  by  the  squadron  of 

Commodore  Paul  Jones. 

Translation. 

To  M.  Paul  Jones,  Commandant  of  the  squadron  con- 
sisting of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  the  Alliance,  the 
Pallas,  and  the  Vengeance,  as  well  for  what  is  due  to 
him,  as  Captain  of  tlie  Bon  Honmie  Richard,  as  for  the 
shares  of  the  Americans  and  foreigners,  composing  the 
crew  of  the  said  vessel,  and  for  several  powers  in  favor 
of  the  said  Commodore,  the  sum  of  Lit;.75,532  Os.  5d. 

To  the  said  Sieur  Paul  Jones  for 
the  shares  due  to  the  Americans, 
who  belonged  to  the  Pallas  frigate, 
amountmg  to,         -        -        -        -  321  17  n 


Total.     Liv.  75,853  18    4 


We,  Commodore  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  authorized  by  the  Congress,  and  the 
Mareschal  de  Castries,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Department  of  Marine,  to  receive  the  amount  of 
prizes  of  the  American  subjects  and  foreigners,  according 
to  a  letter  of  the  15th  July,  1785,  acknowledge  to  have 
received  of  M.  Gratien  de  Comorre,  treasurer  of  Marine 
for  this  port,  and  charged  with  the  continuance  of  the 
pajrments  of  the  late  M.  Bourgeois,  the  sum  of  seventy 
five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  three  livres,  eighteen 
sols,  four  deniers,  in  fiiU,. 

PAUL  JONES. 

L'Orient,  Auguit  18,  1785. 
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Certified  to  have  counted,  the  16th  August  hst,  to 
Comniodcffe  Paul  Jones,  the  sum  of  seventy-iire  thou- 
sand, eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  livres,  eighteen  sola, 
four  deniers.     Given  at  L'Orient,  10th  October,  1785. 
GRATIEN  DE  COMORRE. 


Shares  of  the  prizes  made  in  1779,  by  the   Sqnadron 

of  Commodore  Paul  Jones. 

Translation. 

L'Orient,  Septembers,  1785. 

To  M.  Paul  Jones,  Commandant  of  the  squadron, 
consisting  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  the  Alliance, 
the  Pallas,  and  the  Vengeance,  for  what  is  due  to  the 
frigate  Alliance,  commanded  by  M.  Landais,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  five  thousand,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  livres,  three  sols,  six  deniers.     10S,l85/iv.  3*.  6d. 

We,  Commodore  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  authorized  by  the  Congress  and  or- 
ders of  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  Minister  and  Secre- 
tary of  State,  for  the  Department  of  Marine,  to  receive 
the  amount  due  to  the  Alliance  frigate,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  commanded  by  M.  Landais,  according  to 
the  despatches  of  19th  and  26th  August,  1785,  ac- 
knowledge to  have  received  of  M.  Gratien  de  Comorre, 
Treasurer  of  Marine  for  this  pon,  and  charged  with 
the  continuation  of  the  payments  of  the  late  Mr.  Bour- 
geois, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  five  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  livres,  three  sola,  six  deoters, 
in  full. 

PAUL  JONES. 
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Certified  to  have  counted^  the  6th  September,  1785, 
to  Commodore  Paul  Jones,  the  sum  of  one  hmidred  and 
five  thousand,  one  hundred  and  e^hty-^ve  lines,  three 
sols,  six  deniers. 

Given  at  L'Orient,  10th  October,  1785. 

GRATIEN  DE  COMORRE. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  MESSRS.  VAN  STAPHORST. 

Fari^  October  12,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

The  receipt  of  your  favor  of  September  19th,  should 
not  have  been  so  long  unacknowledged,  but  that  I  have 
been  peculiarly  and  very  closely  engaged,  ever  since  it 
came  to  hand. 

With  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  arrangement 
you  propose  to  make  with  Mr.  Parker,  I  must  observe  to 
you  that  it  would  be  altogether  out  of  my  province,  to 
give  an  official  opinion  for  your  direction. 

These  transactions  appertain  altogether  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  you  have  very  pro- 
perly written  on  the  occasion.  I  shall  always  be  willing, 
however,  to  apprise  you  of  any  facts  I  may  be  acquaint- 
ed with,  and  which  might  enable  you  to  proceed  with 
more  certainty ;  and  even  to  give  my  private  opinion, 
where  I  am  acquainted  with  the  subject,  leaving  you  the 
most  perfect  liberty  to  give  it  what  weight  you  should 
think  proper. 

In  the  present  case,  I  cannot  give  even  a  private  opin- 
ion, because  I  am  not  told  what  are  precisely  the  secu- 
rities offered  by  Mr.  Parker.    So  various  are  the  securities 
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of  the  United  States,  that  unless  they  are  precisely  de- 
scribed  by  their  dates,  consideration,  and  other  material 
circumstances,  no  man  on  earth  can  say  what  they  are 
worth.  One  fact,  however,  is  certain,  that  all  debts,  of 
any  considerable  amount,  contracted  by  the  United  States, 
while  their  paper  money  existed,  are  subject  to  a  deduc- 
tion, and  not  payable  at  any  fixed  period. 

I  thmk  I  may  venture  to  say  also,  that  there  are  no 
debts  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  footing,  with  the 
money  loaned  by  Holland,  except  those  due  to  the  Kings 
of  France  and  Spain. 

However,  I  hope  you  will  soon  receive  the  answers  of 
the  Commissioners,  which  alone  can  decide  authoritative- 
ly what  is  to  be  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON  TO  MESSBS.  VAN  STAPHOBSTS. 

Parii,  October  35,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 
In  order  to  give  you  the  information  you  desire  on  the 
subject  of  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  comparative  footing  on  which  they  stand,  I  must  ob- 
serve to  you  that  the  first  and  great  division  of  our  fede* 
raldebtis  into;  1.  foreign,  and  S.  domestic.  The  fo- 
reign debt  comprehends ;  1.  the  loan  of  the  government 
of  Spain,  2.  the  loan  from  the  government  of  France, 
and  from  the  Farmer's  General,  3.  the  loans  negotiated 
in  Holland  by  order  of  Congress.  This  branch  of  our 
debt  stands  absolutely  singular :  no  man  in  the  United 
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States  havmg  ever  supposed  that  Congrees  or  thdr  le|^ 
latures  can  in  any  wise  modify  or  alter  it.  They  justly 
view  tlie  United  States  as  the  one  party,  and  the  lenden 
as  the  other,  and  that  tlie  consent  of  both  would  be  requi- 
site,  were  any  modiBcation  proposed.  But  with  respect 
to  the  domestic  debt,  they  consider  Congress  as  repre- 
senting both  the  borrowers  and  lenders,  and  that  the  mo- 
difications which  have  taken  place  in  this,  ha?e  been  ne- 
oeasary  to  do  justice  between  the  two  parties,  and  that 
they  flowed  properly  firom  Congress  as  their  mutual  uoi- 
pire.  The  domestic  debt  comprehends;  1.  the  army 
debt,  2.  the  loan  office  debt,  3,  the  liquidated  debt,  4. 
the  unliquidated  debt.  The  first  term  includes  debts  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  for  pay,  bouaty,  and  subsbtence. 
The  second  term  means  moneys  put  into  the  loan  office  of 
the  United  States,  the  3rd  comprehends  all  debts  con- 
tracted by  quarter-masters,  commissaries  and  others,  duly 
authorized  to  procure  supplies  ibr  the  army,  and  which 
have  been  liquidated  (that  is  settled)  by  commissioners 
apfKHuted  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  June  12tli 
1780,  or  by  the  officer  who  made  the  contract.  The  4th 
comprehends  the  whole  mass  of  debts  described  in  the 
preceding  urticle,  which  have  not  yet  been  liquidated. 
These  are  in  a  course  of  liquidation  and  are  passing  over 
daily  into  the  3rd  class.  The  debts  of  this  3rd  class, 
that  is  the  liquidated  debts  is,  the  object  of  your  inquiry; 
no  time  is  fixed  for  the  payment  of  it,  no  fund  as  yet  de- 
termined, nor  any  firm  provisbn  ibr  .the  mterest  in  the 
meantime.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  certificates  of 
these  debts  sell  greatly  below  par.  When  I  left  America 
they  could  be  bought  for  from  36.6d«  to  15s.  in  the  pound. 
This  difference  proceeding  firom  the  circumstance  of  some 
States  handng  provided  6a  paying  the  mterest,  on  those 
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ia  tbair  own  Sute,  iriiicfa  othera  had  not. '  Hen  an  opin- 
ion  had  aiiseo  with  some,  and  piopoaitions  had  eveD  been 
□Mde  b  the  lepriatuies  for  paymg  off  the  prindpal  of 
these  debts,  with  what  they  had  cost  the  holder  and  in- 
terest  cm  that. 

This  ojuntoii  ia  far  Ihxn  being  general,  and  I  am  of 
opinkxi  will  not  prevail.  But  it  is  among  possible  events. 
I  have  been  thus  particular,  that  jrou  mi^t  be  able  to 
jw^e,  not  00I7  in  the  present  case,  but  also  in  others, 
should  any  attempt  be  made  to  speculate  in  your  aty,  on 
diese  papers. 

It  is  a  business  in  which  foreigners  will  be  in  great 
danger  of  being  duped.  It  is  a  science  which  bids  de- 
fiance to  the  bounds  of  reason.  To  understand  it,  a  man 
must,  not  only  be  on  the  spot  and  be  perfectly  possessed 
of  all  the  circumstances  relative  to  every  species  of  these 
papers,  but  he  must  have  that  dezteiity  which  the  habit 
of  buying  and  selling  them  alone  ^ves. 

The  brokers  of  these  certificates  are  few  in  number, 
and  any  other  person,  venturing  to  deal  with  them,  en- 
gages in  a  very  unequal  contest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


rkOM  Tuoius  JsrrxBSOK  to  john  jat. 

Pmu,   Janiwy  3,  1786. 

Sir, 
Several  conferences  and  letters  having  passed  between 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  and  myself,  ou  the  subject  of 
the  commerce  of  this  country  with  the  United  States,  I 
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think  them  sufficiently  interesting  to  be  oommonieated  to 
Congress. 

They  are  stated  in  the  form  of  a  report,  and  are  herein 
enclosed. 

The  length  of  thb  despatch,  perhaps,  needs  apolc^j; 
yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  abridge  it,  without  omitdng 
circumstances,  which  I  thought  Congress  would  rather 
choose  to  know.  Some  of  the  objects  of  these  confer- 
ences present  but  small  hopes  for  the  present,  but  they 
seem  to  admit  a  possibility  of  success  at  some  future  mo- 
ment. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  the  Baron  Tbulemeier  will 
inform  you  of  the  ratification,  by  the  King  of  Prusna,  of 
the  treaty  concluded  with  him.  My  answer  accompames 
it.  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  have  long  ago  received  no- 
tice of  this  from  Mr.  Dumas,  whose  opportunities  of  con- 
veying letters  are  so  much  more  frequent  than  mine,  espe- 
cially since  the  French  packets  have  been  nearly  discon- 
tinued. Mr.  Crevecoeur  is  laboring  to  re-establish  them, 
and  under  some  hopes  of  success. 

From  Mr.  Adams  you  have  doubtless  been  also  notified 
of  the  overtures  from  Portugal,  to  treat  with  us  at  Lon-  • 
don. 

We  are  probably  indebted  for  this  new  spur  towards 
us,  to  the  commercial  arrangements  which  are  on  the 
tapis  between  France  and  England  ;  and  I  think  it  for- 
tunate that  they  have  chosen  to  commit  the  negotiation 
to  their  Minister  in  London,  rather  than  to  their  Ambas- 
sador here,  whose  torpid  character  would  probably  have 
spun  it  to  a  great  length. 

I  communicated  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  according 
to  your  commands,  the  report  of  Captain  Shaw's  voyage 


DIPLOIIATIC  COBBESPONDlfiNCK.  453 

to  Chii»9  making,  at  the  same  time,  those  acknowledg- 
ments which  were  due,  for  these  new  proofs  of  the  friend- 
ship of  the  French  nation  towards  us.  I  enclose  you  my 
letter  and  his  answer,  whereby  you  will  see  that  he  thought 
it  a  proper  occasion  to  express  the  dissatisfaction  of  this 
Court,  with  the  acts  of  some  of  the  American  Legisla- 
tures, on  the  subject  of  foreign  commerce,  and  to  hmt 
that  their  continuance  would  render  measures  necessary 
here,  to  countervail  the  inequalities  they  supposed  us  to 
be  establishing. 

I  also  enclose  my  reply,  and  have  now  the  honor  to 
submit  those  transactions  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, who  are  best  able  to  calculate  the  result  of  such 
a  commercial  contest,  (should  it  arise)  and  who  will  be 
so  good  as  to  instruct  me  as  to  their  pleasure  therein,  as 
an  answer  will  be  expected  by  this  Court,  within  such 
time  as  they  think  reasonable. 

I  have  been  long  in  conveying  this  correspondence  to 
you,  but  I  have  never,  since  it  was  closed,  had  a  confi- 
dential opportunity  of  transmitting  it,  and  am  now  ob- 
liged to  trust  it  with  the  other  despatches,  enclosed  to  a 
gentleman  going  to  London,  who  promises  to  seek  a  safe 
conveyance  from  thence  to  New  York.  I  send  you,  at 
the  same  time,  the  arrets  of  August  30th,  1784,  Sep- 
tember 18th  and  24th,  1785,  which  were  spoken  of  in 
my  letter. 

Having  observed,  by  the  journals  of  Congress,  that 
the  establishment  of  a  mint  has  been  under  conside- 
ration, I  send  a  late  declaration  of  the  King,  by  which, 
will  be  seen  the  proportion  between  the  value  of  gold 
and  silver,  as  newly  established  here. 
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Mj  former  letters  will  have  notified  to  you  Mr. 
Lunb's  departure  for  Algiers. 

I  have  received  no  letter  from  him  since  be  left  this 
place.  We  011I7  know,  that  he  was  at  Madrid  on  the 
10th  December. 

When  Mr.  Barclay  was  on  the  point  of  setting  out  for 
Morocco,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  (who  had  hitherto  declined 
settling  with  him)  tendered  him  a  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts. The  immense  amount  of  these  accounts,  with 
the  hope  that  they  would  not  occupy  much  time,  and  a 
persuasion,  that  no  man  on  earth  could  so  well  settle 
them  as  Mr.  Barclay,  who  is  intimately  acquainted  with 
many  of  the  transactions,  on  which  they  are  founded^ 
induced  me  to  think  that  the  interests  of  the  Umted 
States  would  not  sufier  so  much  by  a  short  delay  of  the 
journey  to  Morocco,  from  whence  nothing  disagreeable 
was  to  be  immediately  apprehended,  as  they  would 
suffer  by  leaving  such  accounts  as  these,  to  be  setded  by 
persons  less  competent.  I  advised  Mr.  Barclay  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  settlement.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams,  asking 
his  opinion  thereon,  and  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  praying  him 
to  find  means  of  making  Imown  to  the  Elmperor  of  Mo- 
n>cco,  that  a  negotiator  was  actually  commissioned,  and 
would  soon  proceed  to  his  Court.  Mr.  Adams  concur- 
red with  me  in  opinion,  and  those  accounts  are  now  in 
such  forwardness,  that  Mr.  Barclay  assures  me,  he  shall 
be  able  to  set  out  the  ensuing  week.  I  enclose  two  let- 
ters from  Captain  Stevens,  one  of  our  captives  at  Al- 
giers, to  Mr.  Harrison,  at  Cadiz,  which  were  forwarded 
to  me  by  Mr.  Camuchael. 

I  have  taken  opportunities  d  speaking  with  the  Che- 
valier 'de  la  Luzerne,  on  the  subject  of  his  return  to 
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America,  and  to  press  it  by  all  those  inducements,  which 
assurances  of  the  esteem  entertained  for  him  there,  were 
likely  to  excite.  He  told  me  there  was  no  place  he 
would  prefer  to  America,  for  the  exercise  of  his  func* 
tions;  but  he  said,  with  great  candor,  that,  as  in  the 
diplomatic  line,  there  are  di&rent  grades  of  employ- 
ment, and  that  an  advancement  firom  one  to  another  of 
these  was  usual,  he  wished,  if  possible,  to  avul  himself 
of  present  circumstances,  to  obtain  a  promotion.  I  sup* 
pose,  in  fact,  that  if  he  can  be  sent  to  Ixmdon,  in  the 
room  of  the  Count  d'Adhemar,  or  to  Holland,  in  the 
room  of  the  Mari^piis  de  Verac,  who  wishes  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  London,  as  these  are  embassies,  he  will  not  in 
either  of  these  cases,  return  to  America. 

In  the  meantime,  the  emoluments  of  his  office  are,  as 
I  suspect,  rendered  necessary  to  him  by  the  expenses 
he  incurred  in  America* 

From  your  jfavor  of  November  2nd,  by  Mr.  Houdon, 
which  I  received  three  days  ago,  it  would  seem  that  an 
estimate  is  expected  from  turn,  of  the  cost  of  the  eques* 
trtan  statue  of  Creneral  Washington.  But,  as  this  would 
depend  altogether  on  the  dimensioDs  of  the  statue,  he 
will  be  unable  to  make  an  estimate,  till  these  dimensions 
be  decided.  The  Gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden,  from 
the  25th  of  October  to  this  date,  are  finrwarded  bere<- 
with. 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  the  way  of  Lon- 
don, on  the  24th  of  last  month,  and  have  now  that  of 
assuring  you  of  those  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect 
with  which, 

I  am,  sir,  be. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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Hearing  frequent  compltints  in  this  country,  that  iitde 
of  our  commerce  came  to  it ;  that,  while  our  flag  cover- 
ed the  Thames,  it  was  rarely  to  be  seen  b  a  port  of 
France,  and  that  this  proceeded  from  national  prejudices ; 
and  observing  that  this  complaint  was  often  repeated,  and 
particulariy  relied  on,  by  those  who  had  opposed  our  ad- 
mission into  the  French  Islands,  I  thought  it  necessary,  od 
every  possible  occasion,  to  shew  how  much  the  cause  was 
mistaken,  while  the  fact  was  admitted  to  be  true.  In 
every  conversation,  therefore,  with  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  I  had  endeavored  to  convince  him,  that  were  na- 
tional prejudice  alone  listened  to,  our  trade  would  quit 
England  and  come  to  France  ;  but  that  the  impossibility 
of  making  payments  here,  prevented  our  making  pur- 
chases. On  a  particular  occasion,  in  the  month  of  August, 
I  enumerated  to  him  our  exports,  and  shewed  him  that 
for  some  of  them  there  was  no  demand  here,  and  that 
others  were  received  under  such  circumstances,  as  ^s- 
couraged  their  being  brought.  When,  in  going  through 
this  enumeration,  I  came  to  the  article  of  tobacco,  he 
observed  that  the  King  received  such  a  revenue  on  that^ 
as  could  not  be  renounced.  I  told  him  we  did  not  wish  it 
to  be  renounced,  or  even  lessened,  but  only  that  the  mo- 
nopoly should  be  put  down.  That  this  might  be  effected 
in  the  simplest  manner,  by  obliging  the  importer,  to  pay, 
on  entrance,  a  duty  equal  to  what  the  King  now  received, 
or  to  deposit  his  tobacco  m  the  King's  warehouses  till  it 
was  paid,  and  then  permitting  him  a  free  sale  of  it.  ^^  Ma 
foi,  (said  the  Count)  c'est  une  bonne  idee :  il  faut  ^y 
pemer"  or  ^^y  travaiUer,^'*  I  do  not  recollect  which. 

•  My  fiuth !  itb  a  good  idea :   we  must  think  of  it,  or  we  most 
•ct  upon  it 
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Tkis  answex  wu  encoMmging,  and  another  ciicuioatadoe 
xendexBd  it  laeoessary  to  press  this  articlei  at  this  particttlar 
moment.  Though  the  general  farm  of  the  revamies  had 
still  more  thaa  a  twelve  moptb  to  im,  the  treaty  for  the 
xeoioval  of  it,  was  actually  begun  between  the  Comp- 
troller .Gieneral  and  the  Farmers  General,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected to  be  concluded  during  the  voyage  to  Fontaine- 
Ueau,  which  was  now  approaching.  Tobacco  making 
an  article  of  that  farm,  it  seemed  to  be  the  moment,  when 
k  might  be  withdrawn  from  that  contract*  i  bad,  there* 
fore,  intended  to  make  a  representation  on  the  subject 
which  should  bring,  nnder  the  view  of  the  King's  Coun- 
cily  the  ill  consequences  of  that  monopoly,  and  induce 
tbem  to  discontinue  it*  The  manner  in  which  the 
Count  de  Vergennes  appeared  to  be  struck  with  the 
idea  suggested  in  the  conversation  beibrementioned,  de- 
termined me  to  make  this  representation  immediately. 
As  soon  as  I  returned  to  Paris,  therefore,  I  wrote  him  the 
icdlowing  letter,  wherein  I  digested,  and  added  to  what  I 
had  sud  to  him,  under  jthe  bead  of  tobacco. 

From  Thomas  JefferMtm  to  the  Count  de  Verge9»e$. 

Pivis,  August  15,  17S5. 

In  the  conversation  which  I  bad  the  honor  of  baying 
with  your  Excellency  a  few  days  ago,  on  the  importance 
of  placing  at  this  time,  the  commerce  between  France  and 
America,  on  the  best  footbg  possible,  amoDg  other  ob- 
jects of  this  commerce,  that  of  tobacco  was  mentioned, 
as  susceptible  of  greater  encouragement,  and  advantage 
to  the  two  nations.  Always  distrusting  what  I  say  in  a 
language  I  speak  so  hnperfectly,  I  will  beg  your  permis- 
VoL.  II — 58 
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sion  to  state  io  EngUsh  the  substance  of  what,  I  then  had 
die  honor  to  observe,  adding  some  more  particular  details, 
fer  jour  conrideration. 

I  find  the  consumption  of  tobacco  in  France,  estimated 
at  from  15  to  30  millions  of  pounds.  The  most  proba- 
ble estimate  however  places  it  at  24  millions.  This  cost- 
ing eight  sous  the  pound,  delivered  in  a  port  of  France, 
amounts  to Irtvret  9,600,000 

Allow  6  sous  a  pound  as  the  average 
cost  of  the  different  manufactures,    -  7,900,000 

The  revenue  which  the  King  derives 
firom  this  is  something  less  than        -  30,000,000 


Which  would  make  the  cost  of  the  whole    46,800,000 
But  it  is  sold  to  the  consumers  at 
an  average  of  3-8  livres  the  pound      -        .  72,000,000 


There  remains  then  for  the  expen- 
ses of  collection  ...  -  25,200,000 
which  is  within  a  sixth  as  much  as  the  King  receives, 
and  so  gives  nearly  one  half  for  collecting  the  other.  It 
would  be  presumptive  in  me,  a  stranger,  to  suppose  my 
numbers  perfectly  accurate,  I  have  taken  them  from  the 
best  and  most  dismterested  authorities  I  could  find.  Your 
Excellency  will  know  how  far  they  are  wrong,  and  should 
you  find  them  considerably  wrong,  yet  I  am  persuaded 
you  will  find,  after  strictly  correcting  them,  that  the  col- 
lection of  this  branch  of  the  revenue  still  absorbs  too 
much. 

My  apology  for  making  these  remarks,  will  I  hope  be 
found  in  my  wishes  to  improve  the  commerce  between 
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the  two  nations,  and  the  interest  which  my  own  country 
wiU4eriTe,  from  this  improvement.  The  monopoly  of  the. 
purchase  of  tobacco  in  France,  discourages  both  the, 
French  and  American  merchant  frcHn  bringing  it  here,, 
and  from  taking  in  exchange,  the  manufactures  and  prpr 
ductions  of  France. 

It  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  trade  and  to  the  dispositions 
of  merchants  to  carry  a  commodity  to  any  m^ket,  when 
but  one  person  is  allowed  to  buy  it ;  and  where  of  course 
that  person  fixes  its  price,  which  the  seller  must  receive, 
or  re-export  his  commodity,  at  the  loss  of  bis  voyage 
hither.  Experience  accordingly  shews  that  they  carry  it 
to  other  markets,  and  that  they  take  in  exchange  tlie  mer- 
chandize of  the  place,  where  they  deliver  it. 

I  am  misinformed,  if  France  has  not  been  furnished 
from  a  neighboring  nation,  with  considerable  quantities  of 
tobacco,  since  the  peace,  and  obliged  to  pay  there  in 
coin,  what  might  have  been  paid  here  in  manufactures, 
had  the  French  and  American  merchants  brought  the 
tobacco  originally  here.  I  suppose,  too,  that  the  pur- 
chases made  by  the  Farmers  General  in  America,  are 
paid  for  chiefly  in  coin,  which  coin  is  also  remitted  di- 
rectly hence  to  England,  and  makes  an  important  part  of 
the  balances,  supposed  to  be  in  favor  of  that  natiqin 
against  this. 

To  satbfy  government  on  this  head,  should  the  Far- 
mers General,  by  themselves  or  by  the  company,  tQ 
whom  they  may  commit  the  procuring  these  tobaccoes 
from  America,  require  the  exportation  of  a  proportion  of 
merchandize  in  exchange  for  them,  it  is  an  unpromising 
expedient.  It  will  only  commit  the  exports,  as  well  as 
the  imports  between  France  and  America,  to  a  monopoly, 
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r,  bmng  saeore  against  rnrils  in  the  sde  of  tlie  m«p> 
ehaoidize  of  Franee,  b  not  likeljr  to  tell  at  sueb  mode- 
race  priees,  as  may  encoumge  its  oonsampliDii  thway  aad 
enable  it  to  beara  competition  with  similar  articlei,  frotv 
odMdr  countries. 

I  am  persuaded,  this  exportation  of  coin  may  be  pre*- 
tented,  and  that  of  commodities  eflSscted,  by  leaving  both 
operations  to  the  French  and  American  merchants,  in- 
stead of  the  Fanners  (General*.  They  wiH  import  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  Tobacco,  if  they  are  allowed  a  perfeet 
freedom  in  the  sale,  and  they  will  recerve  in  pajnnent, 
wines,  oils,  brandies  and  manufactures,  instead  of  com, 
fbrcing  each  other  by  their  competition,  to  bring  tobacco 
of  the  best  quality,  to  gire  to  the  French  manuiiusturer 
the  fulT  worth  of  his  merchandize,  and  to  sell  to  the 
American  consumer,  at  the  lowest  price  they  can  afford ; 
thus  encouraging  him,  to  use  in  preference,  the  merchant 
£ze  of  this  country. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  this  exchange  should  be  favor- 
ed by  any  loss  of  revenue  to  the  King.  I  do  not  mean 
to  urge  any  thmg,  which  shall  injure  either  his  Majesty, 
or  his  people.  On  the  contrary,  the  measure  I  have  the 
honor  of  proposing,  will  increase  hb  revenue,  while  it 
places  both  the  seller  and  buyer,  on  a  better  footing. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  say,  what  system  of  collection  may 
be  best  adapted,  to  the  organization  of  thb  government; 
ncNT  whether  any  useful  hints  may  be  taken  from  the 
practice  of  that  country,  which  has  heretofore  been  the 
principal  enirepdt  of  that  commodity.  Their  system  is 
nmple  and  little  expensive.  The  importer  there  pays 
the  vdiole  duty  to  the  King,  and,  as^  this  would  be  ineofi- 
venient  for  him  to  do,  before  be*  has  sold  bfa  tobaeco,  he 
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»  penmtHd,  oo  arrini,  to  dtpome  it  in  tbe  Kiagi'i  wai»- 
horne,  under  [he  loclu  of  tbe  King's  officer.  As  waea 
a*  be  bss  sold  it,  be  goet  with  tbe  pur^nnr  to  the  ware- 
house, the  money  is  there  (tivided  between  tbe  Kin^  uid 
him,  to  eacb  hk  pioportion,  and  the  purchawr  takes  out 
tbe  tobacco.  Tbe  payment  of  the  King's  duty  is  thus 
ensured  in  read^  moaey.  What  is  the  expense  of  it* 
coHeetioB,  I  cannot  say,  but  it  certainly  need  not  exceed 
MX  IJTres  a  bt^sfaead  of  one  tbousaad  pounds,  llat 
goremmffirt  levies  a  higher  duty  on  tobacco,  than  is  levied 
here ;  yet  lo  tempting  and  so  valuable  is  tbe  perfect 
liberty  of  sale,  that  the  merchant  carries  it  there,  and 
finds  his  account  in  carrying  it  there. 

If  by  a  suD}^icalioa  of  tbe  collection  of  tbe  Kill's 
duty  on  tobacco,  tbe  cost  of  that  collection  can  he  re- 
duced even  to  five  pper  cent,  or  a  million  and  a  half  instead 
of  tweoty^five  millions,  the  price  to  the  coosutnet  will  be 
reduced  from  three  to  two  livres  the  pound.  For  thus  I 
calculate: — the  coat,  manufecture  and  revenue,  on  twen- 
ty-four mtllioD  pounds  of  tobacco  being,  as  stated  before, 
five  per  cent,  on  thirty  nrilHon  livres,     Lkret  46,800,000 

Expenses  of  coUecUon         -        -  1,600,000 


Gives  what  the  consumers  would  pay 
— 4pe»ig  ahom  two  Hvres  a  potind, 

But  tbey  pay  at  fffeaent  thre«  lines 
a  poimd,        -        .        -        -        - 


72,000,000 


The  di^rence  is,        •        -        -  33,700,000 

Tbo  price  bemg  tblis  reduced  one-third,  would  be 

hradght  within  tbe  reach  (rf  a  new  and  numerous  ciit^ 

of  Aa  |MDt^>  wher  eaaAot  it  pfeaent  aSbrd  themsdMe 
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this  luxuiy.    The  coDsumption  would  then  probftUy  in- 
creascy  and  perhaps,  in  the  same,  if  not  a  greater  propor- 
tion, with  the  reduction  of  the  price;  that  is  to  say,  from 
twenty-finir  to  thirty-six  millions  of  pounds:   and  the 
King,  conUnuing  to  receive  twenty-five  sous  on  the  pound 
as  at  present,  would  receive  forty-five  instead  of  thirty- 
six  millions  of  livres,  while  his  subjects  would  pay  but 
two  livres  for  an  object,  which  has  heretofore  cost  them 
three.     Or  if,  in  the  event  the  consumption  were  not  to 
be  increased,  he  would  levy  only  forty-eight  millions  on 
his  people,  where  seventy-two  millions  are  now  levied, 
and  would  leave  twenty-four  millions  in  their  pockets, 
either  to  remain  there,  or  to  be  levied  in  some  other  form, 
should  the  state  of  his  revenues  require  it. 

It  will  enable  his  subjects  also,  to  dispose  of  between 
nine  and  ten  millions  worth  of  their  produce  and  manu- 
factures, instead  of  sending  nearly  that  sum  annually  in 
coin,  to  enrich  a  neighboring  nation. 

I  have  heard  two  objections  made  to  the  suppressiou 
of  this  monopoly. 

1st,  That  it  might  increase  the  importation  of  tobacco 
in  contraband.  2d,  That  it  would  lessen  the  abilities  of 
the  Farmers  General,  to  make  occasional  loans  of  money 
to  the  public  Treasury.  These  objections  will  certainly 
be  better  answered  by  those  who  are  better  acquainted 
than  I  am,  with  the  details  and  circumstances  of  the 
country.  With  respect  to  the  first,  however,  I  may  ob- 
serve, that  contraband  does  not  increase  or  lessen  the 
temptations  to  it.  It  is  now  encouraged  by  being  able  to 
sell  for  sixty  sous,  what  cost  but  fourteen,  leaving  a  gain  of 
forty-six  sous.  When  the  price  shall  be  reduced  from 
sixty  to  forty  sous,  the  gain  will  be  but  twenty-six ;  that 
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is  to  «a;,  a  little  more  than  ooe-hslf  of  what  it  is  at  pre- 
sent. 

It  does  not  seem  a  natural  consequence  then,  that  con-  , 
tnband  should  be  increased,  by  reducing  its  gain  nearly 
one  half. 

As  to  the  second  objection,  if  we  suppose  (forelucida- 
tion  and  ^thout  presuming  to  fix)  the  proportion  of  the 
&rm  on  tobacco  at  one  eighth  of  the  whole  mass  fiumed, 
the  abilities  of  the  Farmers  G«ieral  to  lend,  will  be  re- 
duced  one  eighth,  that  is,  they  can  hereafter  lend  only 
seven  millions,  where  heretofore  they  have  lent  eight. 
It  is  to  be  considered  then,  whedier  this  e^ht  (or  other 
proportion  whatever  it  be,)  is  worth  the  annual  sacrifice 
of  twenty  four  millions,  or  if  a  much  smaller  sacrifice  to 
other  monied  men,  will  not  produce  tbe  same  loans  of 
money  in  the  ordinary  way. 

While  the  advantages  of  an  increase  of  revenue  to  the 
crown,  a  diminution  of  impost  on  the  people,  and  a  pay- 
ment in  merchandize  instead  of  money,  are  conjectured 
as  likely  to  result  to  Fiance,  from  a  suppression  of  the 
monopoly  <hi  tobacco,  we  hare  also  reason  to  hope  some 
advantages  on  our  part,  aud  thb  hope  alone  could  justify 
my  entering  into  the  present  details. 

I  do  not  expect  this  advantage  will  be  by  an  augmen- 
tatioo  of  price.  The  other  markets  of  Europe  have  too 
much  influence  on  this  article,  to  admit  any  sensible  aug- 
mentation of  price  to  take  place.  But  the  advantage, 
principally    expected,    is    an   increase  of  consumption. 

This  will  give  us  a  vent  for  so  much  more,  and  of  con- 
sequence find  employment  lor  so  many  more  cultivators 
of  the  earth :  and  in  whatever  proportion  it  increases 
this  production  for  us,  in  the  same  [wopottifm  will  it  pro- 
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cure  additicmal  vent  for  the  neicbiiidise  of  Fraoee,  and 
employment  for  the  hands  which  produce  it.  I  expeet 
that  by  bringing  our  oiefcbanta  beve,  they  would  pvocaure 
t  number  of  coaunodities  in  eadwpge,  better  in  Idod  and 
cheaper  in  prices. 

It  is  with  sinoeoty  I  add,  that  warm  ieelings  are  in- 
dulged in  my  breast,  by  the  further  hope,  that  it  would 
bind  the  two  nations  still  closer  in  friend^ip,  by  bindiog 
them  in  btenest.  In  truth  no  two  countries  are  better 
calculated,  for  the  exchanges  of  commerce.  France  wants 
rice,  tobacco,  pot  ash,  furs,  ship  timber;  we  want  winesy 
brandies,  oils  and  manufactures. 

There  is  an  affection  too  between  the  two  peoplee, 
which  disposes  them  to  favor  one  another.  If  they  do  not 
come  together,  then  to  make  the  exchange  in  their  own 
ports,  it  shows  there  is  some  substantial  obstruction  in  the 
way.  We  have  had  the  benefit  of  too  many  proo&  of 
his  Majesty's  friendly  disposition  towards  the  United 
States,  and  know  too  well  his  affectionate  care  of  his  own 
subjects,  to  doubt  his  willingness  to  remove  these  obstruc- 
tions, if  they  can  be  unequivocally  pomted  out.  It  is 
for  his  wisdom  to  decide  whether  the  monopoly,  which  is 
the  subject  of  this  letter,  be  deservedly  classed  with  the 
principal  of  these* 

It  is  a  great  comfort  for  me,  too,  that  in  presenting 
this  to  the  mind  of  his  Majesty,  your  Excellency  will 
correct  my  ideas,  where  an  insufficient  knowledge  of  facta 
may  have  led  me  mto  errors,  and  that  while  the  interest 
of  the  King  and  his  people,  are  the  first  object  of  your 
attention,  an  additional  one  will  be  presented  by  those 
dispositions  towards  us,  which  have,  heretofore,  so  ofteya 
befriended  our  nation. 
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We  ferve^itly  invoke  heaven,  to  make  the  King's  life 
and  happiness  the  objects  of  his  peculiar  care,  and  that 
he  may  long  be  relieved  in  the  burthen  of  government, 
by  your  wise  counsels.  Permit  me  to  add  the  assurance 
of  that  high  respect  and  esteem,  with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

To  this  letter  I  received  no  other  answer,  but  that  he 
had  transmitted  it  to  the  Comptroller  General,  The 
general  farm  was  not  renewed  at  Fontainebleau. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  a  Mr.  Boylston,  of 
Massachusetts,  brought  a  cargo  of  whale  oil  to  Havre, 
with  letters  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  myself, 
recommending  him  to  our  assbtance  in  the  disposal  of  it. 
He  wished  us  to  endeavor  to  obtain  for  his  cargo  the 
exemption  from  duty,  which  the  Marquis  had  obtained 
the  preceding  year  ibr  a  particular  company. 

I  observed  to  the  Marquis,  that  this  was  doing  busi- 
ness by  piece-meal,  and  making  many  favors  of  one. 
That  it  would  be  better  to  take  up  the  subject  generally, 
to  get  it  placed  on  equal  ground  ibr  all  our  citizens,  and 
to  try  what  government  would  do  in  a  general  way,  to 
encourage  the  importation  of  this  article.  He  came  into 
these  ideas.  As  my  applications  could  only  be  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  and  the  delays  which  follow  official 
propositions,  which  are  to  be  handed  from  one  depart- 
ment to  another,  backwards  and  forwards,  were  likely  to 
be  too  long  to  answer  Boylston's  purpose,  the  Marquis, 
with  that  zeal  and  activity  with  which  he  seizes  every 
opportunity  of  serving  our  country,  applied  immediately 
to  M.  de  Calonne,  the  Comptroller  General,  making 
Boylston's  case  the  occasion  of  the  application,  but  pro- 
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posing  a  genera)  regulation.  He  pressed  the  proposi- 
tioii  so  effioaciousljr,  that  be  obtained,  in  a  few  days, 
from  Monsieur  de  Caionne,  an  agreement  to  receive  oar 
oils  on  the  footing  on  which  they  receive  those  of  the 
Hanseatic  towns,  by  which  means  the  duties,  which  had 
been  at  thirty-six  livres,  fifteen  sok,  the  barrel  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  French  weight,  as  may  be  seen  by  a 
9iatement  given  me  by  Monsieur  Langrain,  were  now 
reduced  to  eleven  livres,  five  sols,  being  about  two  livres 
on  the  English  hundred,  or  a  guinea  and  a  half  the  too, 
«s  the  ton  is  estimated  in  England.  But  this  indulgence 
was  limited  to  one  year's  continuance. 
"  Fer  the  paiticnkirs  of  this,  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  M. 
de  CUoDoe  to  the  Marquis  de  k  Fayette,  dated  Novem- 
ber 17,  1785,  and  to  that  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes  to 
me,  dated  November  30,  1785. 

The  next  levee  day  at  Versailles,  I  meant  to  bring 
again  under  the  view  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  the 
whole  subject  of  our  commerce  with  France;  but  the  num- 
ber of  audiences  of  Ambassadors  and  other  Ministers,  which 
take  place  of  course  before  mine,  and  which  seldom  in- 
deed, leave  me  an  opportunity  of  audience  at  all,  pre- 
vented me  that  day. 

I  was  only  able  to  ask  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  as 
a  particular  favor,  that  he  would  permit  me  to  wait  on  him 
some  day  that  week.  He  did  so,  and  I  went  to  Ver- 
sailles the  Friday  following,  9th  of  December.  M.  de 
Reyneval  was  with  the  Count.  Our  conversation  began 
with  the  usual  topic,  that  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
had  not  yet  learned  the  way  to  France,  but  contmued  to 
centre  in  England,  though  no  longer  obliged  by  law  to  go 
there*    i  observed  that  the  real  oause  of  this  was  to  be 


founds  in  the  difl^reoce  of  the  commercial  arrangements 
in  the  two  countries.  That  merchants  would  not,  and: 
could  not  trade,  but  where  there  was  to  be  $ome  gain; 
that  the  commerce  between  two  countries  could  not  be 
kept  up,  but  by  an  exchange  of  commodities;  that  if  ^M 
American  merqhant  waa  forced  to  carry  his  produce  f^ 
London,  it  could  not  be  expected,  that  be  would  mak^>. 
voyage  from  thenoe  to  France  with  the  money,  to  lay , it, 
out  here;  and  in  like  manner,  that  if  he  could  bring  :^. 
commodities,  with  advantage,  to  this  country,  he  would 
not  make  another  voyage  to  England,  with  the  money,  tp^ 
lay  it  out  there,  but  would  take,  in  exchange,  the  mer- 
chandize of  this  country. 

The  Count  de  Vergennes  agreed  to  this,  and  particur 
larly,  that  where  there  was  no  exchange  of  merchandizei 
there  could  be  no  durable  commerce,  and  that  it  was  na- 
tural for  merchants  to  take  their  returns,  in  the  port  wheriB. 
they  sold  their  cargou  t 

I  desired  his  permission  then  to  take  a  summary  view 
of  the  productions  of  the  United  States,  that  we  might 
see  which  of  them  could  be  brought  here  to  ad  vantages  t 

1st,  rice.  France  gets  from  the  Mediterranean  a  rhe^ 
not  so  good  mdeed,  but  cheaper  than  ours.  ,  ,  { 

He  said  that  they  bought  of  our  rice,  but  that  they  got 
from  Egypt  also,  rice  of  a  very  fine  quality.  1  pbserjVQdi 
tliat  such  wa^  the  actual  state  of  their  commerce  ifk  that 
article,  that  they  take  little  from  us.  2d,  Indigo.  Tbay 
make  a  plenty  in  their  own  colonies.  He  observed  ibat 
^ey  did,  and  that  they  thought  it  better  than.  ourS4 
3d,  Flour,  fish,  and  provisions  of  all  sorts,  they  prod^ee 
for  themselves.  That  these  articles  might,  ihemfore,  be 
considered  as  not  existing  for  oommeroe,  betweea  the 
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United  States  and  the  kingdom  (^  France.  I  proceeded 
lb  those  capable  of  becoming  objects  of  elchange,  be- 
tween the  two  nations. 

1st.  Peltry  and  furs.  Our  posts  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  English,  we  are  cut  off  from  that  article,  I  am  not 
sure  even,  whether  We  are  not  obliged  to  buy  of  them  for 
our  oiitni  itse.  When  these  posts  are  given  up,  if  ever 
they  are,  we  shall  be  able  to  furnish  France  with  skins 
and  fiirs,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  livres,  in  ex- 
change for  her  merchandize.  But  at  present  these  ar- 
ticles are  to  be  counted  as  nothmg. 

9nd.  Pot-ash.  An  experiment  is  maldng  whether  this 
can  be  brought  here;  we  hope  it  may,  but  at  present  it  stands 
for  nothing.  He  observed  that  it  was  much  wanted  in 
France,  and  he  thought  it  would  succeed.  3rd.  Naval 
stores.  Trials  are  also  making  on  these  as  subjects  of 
commerce  with  France,  they  are  heavy  and  the  vo3rage 
long;  the  result  therefore  is  extremely  doubtful.  At 
present  they  are  as  nothing,  in  our  commerce  with  this 
country.  4th.  Whale  oil.  I  told  him  I  had  great  hopes 
the  late  diminution  of  duty  would  enable  us  to  bring  this 
article  to  France,  that  a  merchant  was  just  arrived  (Mr. 
Barrett)  who  proposed  to  settle  at  L'Orient,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selling  the  cargoes  of  this  article  and  choosing 
the  returns.  That  he  had  informed  me  that  in  the  first 
year  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  one  third  in  money, 
and  the  remainder  only  in  merchandize :  because  the  fish- 
ermen indispensably  require  some  money.  But  he  thought 
that  after  the  first  year,  the  merchandize  of  the  precede 
ing  year  would  always  produce  money  for  the  ensuing 
one,  and  that  the  whole  amount  would  continue  to  be  ta- 
ken annually  afterwards  in  merchandize.     I  added  that 
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though  the  diminutiou  of  duty  was  expressed  to  be  but 
for  oDe  year,  yet  I  hoped  tbey  would  find  their  advantage 
in  renewing  and  continuing  il :  for  that  if  they  intended 
really  to  admit  it  for  one  year  only,  the  fisbennen  would 
not  find  it  worth  while  to  rebuild  their  vessels,  and  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  the  bu^ess. 

The  Count  expressed  sa^faction  on  the  view  of  com- 
mercial exchange  held  up  by  this  article.  He  made  do 
answer  as  to  the  continuance  of  it,  and  I  did  not  choose 
to  tell  him  at  that  time,  that  we  should  claim  its  con- 
tinuance under  their  treaty  with  the  Hanseatic  towns, 
which  fixes  this  duty  for  them,  and  our  own  treaty,  which 
^ves  us  the  rights  of  the  most  favored  nation.  5th.  To- 
bacco. I  recalled  to  the  memory  of  the  Count  de  Ver- 
geunes  the  letter  I  had  written  to  him  on  this  article,  and 
the  object  of  the  present  conversation  being,  how  to  facili- 
tate the  exchange  of  commercial  articles,  between  the  two 
countries,  I  pressed  that  of  tobacco  in  this  p<nnt  of  view, 
observed  that  France  at  present  paid  us  ten  millions  of 
livres  for  this  article,  that  for  such  portions  of  it  as  were 
bought  in  London,  they  sent  the  money  direcdy  there, 
and  for  what  they  bought  in  the  United  States  was  still 
remitted  to  London  in  bills  of  exchange.  Whereas,  if 
they  would  pemit  our  merchants  to  sell  this  article  freely, 
they  would  bring  it  here  and  take  the  returns  on  the  spot, 
in  merchandize,  not  money. 

The  Count  observed,  that  my  proposition  contuned 
what  was  doubtless  useful,  but,  (hat  the  King  received 
on  this  article,  at  present,  a  revenue  of  twenty-eight 
millions,  wbicfa  was  so  considerable,  as  to  render  them 
fearfiil  of  tampering  vrith  it,  that  the  collection  of  the 
ffevemie,  by  way  of  hnn,  was  of  very  ancient  d^e,  and 


470  THOMAS  JBFFEUON-JOHN  JAT. 

that  it  was  always  hazardous  to  alter  arnuigeiiietits  of 
long  standing,  and  of  such  infinite  combinations,  with  the 
fiscal  system. 

I  answered,  that  the  simplicity  of  the  mode  of  collec* 
tioo  proposed  for  this  article,  withdrew  it  fix>m  all  fear  of 
deranging  other  parts  of  their  system;  that  I  supposed 
they  would  confine  the  importation  to  some  of  their 
principal  ports,  probably  not  more  than  five  or  six,  that 
a  single  collector  in  each  of  these,  was  the  only  new 
ofilcer  requisite;  that  he  could  get  rich  himself  on  six 
livres  a  hogshead,  and  would  receive  the  whole  revenue 
and  pay  it  into  the  treasury,  at  short  hand.    M.  de  Ray- 
neval  entered  particularly  into  this  part  of  the  conversli- 
tion,  and  explained  to  the  Count,  more  in  detail,  the  ad- 
vantages   and  the  simplicity  of  it,  and  concluded,  by 
observing  to  me,  that  it  sometimes  happened  that  useful 
propositions,  though  not  practicable  at  one  time,  might 
become  so  at  another.     I  told  him  that  that  consideration 
had  induced  me  to  press  the  matter  when  I  did,  because 
I  had  understood  the  renewal  of  the  farm  was  then  on 
the  carpet,  and  that  it  was  the  precise  moment,  when  I 
supposed  that  this  portion  might  be  detached,  fit>m  the 
mass  of  farms. 

I  asked  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  whether,  if  the  re- 
newal of  the  iarm  was  pressing,  this  article  might  not  be 
separated,  merely  in  suspense,  until  government  should 
have  time  to  satisfy  themselves  on  the  expediency  of 
renewing  it.     He  said  no  promises  could  be  made. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation,  he  had  mentioned 
the  liberty  we  enjoyed,  of  carrying  our  fish  to  the  French 
islands. 

I  repeated  to  him,  what  I  had  hinted  in  my  letter  of 


DIPLOIUTIC  CORBB8PONDEKOK;  47 1 

November  20th,  1785,  that  I  considered  as  a  prohibitioD, 
the  laying  such  duties  on  our  fish,  and  giving  such  pre- 
miums on  theirs,  as  made  a  difference  between  their  and 
our  fishermen,  of  fifteen  livres  the  quintal,  in  an  article 
which  sold  but  for  fifteen  livres. 
He  said,  it  would  not  have  that  effect,  for  two  reasons^ 
Ist.  That  their  fishermen  could  not  fiimish  supplies 
for  their  islands,  and  of  course  the  inhabitants  must,  of 
necessity  buy  our  fish.  2nd.  That  from  the  constancy 
of  our  fisheries,  and  the  short  season  during  which  theirs 
contiimed ;  also  the  economy  and  management  of  oms^ 
compared  with  the  expense  of  theirs,  we  had  always 
been  able  to  sell  our  fish  in  the  islands,  at  twenty-five 
livres  the  quintal,  while  they  were  obliged  to  ask  thirty- 
six  livres.  (I  suppose  he  meant  the  livre  of  the  French 
islands.)  That  thus  the  duty  and  premium  bad  been  a 
necessary  operation  on  their  side,  to  place  the  sale  of 
their  fish  on  a  level  with  ours,  and  that  without  this, 
theirs  could  not  bear  the  competition. 

I  have  here  brought  tc^ther  the  substance  of  what 
was  said  on  the  preceding  subjects,  not  pretending  to  give 
it  verbatim,  which  my  memory  does  not  enable  me  to  do. 
I  have  probably  omitted  many  things  which  wiere  spoken, 
but  have  mentioned  nothmg  which  was  not.  It  was  in- 
lemipted  at^times  with  collateral  matters.  One  of  these 
was  important.  The  Count  de  Vergennes  complained, 
and  with  a  good  deal  of  stress,  that  they  did  not  find  a 
sufficient  dependence  on  arrangements  taken  with  us. 
This  was  the  third  time  too,  he  had  done  it;  first  in  a 
conversation  at  Fontainebleau,  when  he  first  complained 
to  me  of  the  natation  acts  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire;  secondly,  in  his  letter  of  October  30,  1785, 
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OB  the  same  subject,  and  now,  in  the  present  oonyersa- 
tioD,  wherein  he  added,  as  another  instance,  the  case  of 
the  Cheyalier  Mezieres,  heir  of  General  Oglethorpe,  who, 
notwithstanding  that  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  pro- 
vides, that  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party  shall 
succeed  ah  intuiato  to  the  lands  of  their  ancestors,  with- 
in the  dominions  of  the  other,  had  been  informed  by 
Mr.  Adams  and  by  me  also,  that  this  right  of  succession 
to  the  Creneral's  estate  in  Georgia,  was  doubtful.  He 
observed  too,  that  the  administration  of  justice,  with  us, 
was  tardy,  insomuch  that  their  merchants,  when  they  had 
money  due  to  them  within  bur  States,  considered  it  as 
desperate;  and  that  our  commercial  regulations,  in  general^ 
were  disgusting  to  them.  These  ideas  were  new,  serious 
and  delicate. 

I  decided,  therefore,  not  to  enter  into  them  in  that  mo- 
ment, and  the  rather  as  we  were  speaking  in  French,  in 
which  language  I  did  not  choose  to  hazard  myselfl 

I  withdrew  from  the  objections  of  the  tardiness  of  jus- 
tice with  us,  and  the  disagreeableness  of  our  commer- 
cial regulations,  by  a  general  observation,  that  I  was 
not  sensible  they  were  well  founded.  With  respect  to 
the  case  of  the  Chevalier  de  Mezieres,  I  was  obhged 
to  enter  into  some  explanations.  They  related  chiefly 
to  the  legal  operation  of  our  declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, to  the  undecided  question,  whether  our  citizens 
and  British  subjects  were  thereby  made  aliens  to  one 
another,  to  the  general  laws  as  to  conveyances  of  land  to 
aliens,  and  a  doubt  whether  an  act  of  the  Assembly  of 
Georgia  might  not  have  been  passed  to  confiscate  Gen- 
eral Oglethorpe's  property,  which  would,  of  course,  pre- 
vent its  devolution  on  any  heir. 
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M.  Reyneval  obseired,  that  in  this  case  it  became  a 
mere  question  of  &ct,  whether  a  confiscation  of  these  lands 
had  taken  place,  before  the  death  of  Generel  Oglethorpe, 
which  &ct  might  be  easily  known  by  inquiries  in  Georgia, 
where  the  possessions  lay. 

I  thought  it  very  material,  that  the  opinion  of  this  Court 
shoidd  be  set  to  rights,  on  these  points. 

On  my  return  therefore,  I  wrote  the  followbg  observa- 
tions on  them,  ^ich  the  next  time  I  went  to  Versailles, 
(not  having  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  Count  de 
Vergennes,)  I  put  into  the  hands  of  M.  Reyneval  pray- 
ing him  to  read  them,  and  to  ask  the  favor  of  the  Count 
to  do  the  same. 

Explanations  (m  some  of  the  tubjects  of  the  cofwena^ 
turn,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  having  toith  his  Excel' 
lency  the  Count  de  Vergennes j  when  I  was  last  ai 
Versaittes, 

The  principal  design  of  that  conversation  was  to  dis- 
cuss those  articles  of  commerce,  which  the  United  States 
could  spare,  which  are  wanted  in  France,  and  if  received 
there  on  a  convenient  footing,  would  be  exchanged  for 
the  productions  of  France.  But  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation, some  circumstances  were  incidentally  men- 
tioned by  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  which  mduced  me  to 
suppose  he  had  received  impressions  neither  favorable  to 
us,  nor  derived  from  perfect  information. 

The  case  of  the  Chevalier  de  Mezieres  was  supposed 
to  furnish  an  instance  of  our  disregard  to  treaties,  and  the 
event  in  that  case  was  inferred  from  opinions,  supposed  to 
have  been  given  by  Mr.  Adams  and  myself. 

This  is  ascribing  a  weight  to  our  opinions  to  which  they 
are  not  entitled.    They  will  have  no  influence  on  the  de- 
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cisioD  of  the  case.  The  judges  in  our  courts  would  not 
su^  them  to  be  read.  Their  guide  is  the  law  of  the 
land,  of  which  law  its  treaties  make  a  part* 

Indeed  I  know  not  what  opinion  Mr.  Adams  may  have 
given  on  this  case,  and  if  any  may  be  imputed  to  him^ 
derogatory  of  our  regard  to  the  treaty  with  France,  I 
think  his  opinion  has  been  misunderstood.  With  re- 
spect to  myself  the  doubts  which  I  expressed  to  the  Che- 
valier de  Mezieres  as  to  the  success  of  his  claims,  were 
not  founded  on  any  question,  whether  the  treaty  between 
France  and  the  United  States  would  be  observed. 

On  the  contrary  I  venture  to  pronounce,  that  it  will  be 
religiously  observed,  if  his  case  comes  under  it.  But  I 
doubted  whether  it  would  come  under  the  treaty.  The 
case  as  I  understood jt  is  :  General  Ogelthorpe,  a  British 
subject,  had  lands  in  Georgia,  he  died  since  the  peace, 
having  devised  those  lands  to  his  wife.  The  heirs  are 
the  Chevalier  de  Mezieres,  son  of  his  eldest  sister,  and  the 
Marquis  de  Bellegarde,  son  of  his  younger  sister.  This 
case  gives  rise  to  legal  questions,  some  of  which  have  not 
yet  been  decided,  either  in  England  or  in  America,  the 
laws  of  which  countries  are  nearly  the  same. 

1st.  It  is  a  question  under  the  laws  of  those  countries, 
whether  persons  bom  before  their  separatiofiy  and  once 
completely  invested  in  both  with  the  character  of  natural 
subjects,  can  ever  become  aliens  in  either  ?  There  are 
respectable  opinions  on  both  sides.  If  the  negative  be 
right,  then  General  Ogelthorpe,  having  never  become  an 
alien,  and  having  devised  his  lands  to  his  wife,  who,  on 
this  supposition  also,  was  not  an  alien,  the  devise  has 
transferred  the  lands  to  her,  and  there  is  nothing  left  for 
the  treaty  to  operate  on. 
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Shid.  K  the  affirmative  opinion  be 'rights  and  the  in- 
habitants of  Great  Britain  and  America,  bam  before  the 
revolutum^  are  become  aliens,  to  each  other,  it  follows, 
by  the  laws  of  both,  that  the  lands  which  either  possessed 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  became  the  property 
of  the  State  in  which  they  are.  But  a  question  arises, 
whether  the  transfer  of  the  property  took  place,  on  the 
declaration  of  independence,  or  not  till  an  office  or  an 
act  of  assembly  had  declared  the  transfer.  If  the  pro* 
perty  passed  to  the  State,  on  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, then  it  did  not  remain  in  General  Ogelthorpe,  and 
of  course,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  having  nothing, 
there  was  nothing  to  pass  to  his  heirs,  and  so  nothing  for 
the  treaty  to  operate  on. 

3rd.  If  the  property  does  not  pass  till  declared  by  an 
office,  found  by  jury,  or  an  act  passed  by  the  assembly, 
the  question  then  is,  whether  an  office  had  been  found, 
or  an  act  of  assembly  been  passed  for  that  purpose  before 
the  peace  ?  If  there  was,  the  lands  had  passed  to  the 
State  during  his  life,  and  nothing  bemg  left  in  him,  there 
is  nothing  for  his  heirs  to  claim  under  the  treaty. 

4ih.  If  the  property  had  not  been  transferred  to  the 
State  before  the  peace,  either  by  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence or  an  office,  or  an  act  of  assembly,  then,  it 
remained  in  General  Ogelthorpe,  at  die  epoch  of  the 
peace ;  and  it  will  be  insisted,  no  doubt,  that  by  the  sixth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  which  forbids  future  confiscations, 
General  Ogelthorpe  acquired  a  capacity  of  holding  and 
of  conveying  his  lands.  He  has  conveyed  them  to  his 
wife.  But  she  being  an  alien,  it  will  be  decided  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  whether  she  took  them  ios  her  ow 
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ufle»  Of  for  the  use  of  the  State.    For  it  ia  a  general 
principle  of  our  law,  that  coQveyaneea  to  aMens  pees  tiie 
lands  to  the  State.    And  it  maj  be  ufged,  that,  thou^ 
bjr  the  treaty  of  peace,  Greneral  Ogirithorpe  could  coo- 
ley,  yet  that  treaty  did  not  mean  to  give  him  a  greater 
privilege  of  conveyance,  than  natives  hold,  to  wit:  a 
privilege  of  transferring  the  property  to  persona  ino^pable 
by  law  of  taking  it.     However,  this  would  be  a  question 
between  the  State  of  Greor^  and  the  widow  of  Greneral 
Ogelthorpe,  in  the  decirion  of  which,  the  Chevalier  de 
Mezieres  is  not  interested;  because,  whether  she  takes 
the  land  by  the  wiD,  for  her  own  use,  or  for  that  of  th» 
State,  it  is  equally  prevented  frooi  descending  to  him. 
There  is  neither  a  conveyance  ta  him,  nor  a  successkxa 
mb  intetiato  devolving  on  him,  which  are  the  cases  pro- 
vided for  by  our  treaty  with  France.    To  sum  up  tins 
matter,  in  a  few  words,  if  the  lands  had  passed  to  the 
State  before  the  epoch  of  peace,  the  heirs  of  Cveneral 
Ogelthorpe  cannot  say  they  have  descended  on  them; 
and,  if  they  remained  in  the  General  at  that  epoch,  the 
treaty  savmg  them  to  him,  he  could  convey  them  away 
fipom  his  heirs,  and  he  has  conveyed  them  to  his  widow, 
either  for  her  own  use,  or  for  that  of  the  State. 

Seeing  no  event  in  which,  according  to  the  facts  stated 
to  me,  the  treaty  could  be  applied  to  this  case,  or  could 
give  any  right  whatever  to  the  heirs  of  General  Ogle- 
thorpe, I  advised  the  Chevalier  de  Mezieres  not  to  urge 
bis  pretensions  on  the  foot  of  right,  nor  under  the  treaty, 
but  to  petition  the  AssemUy  of  Georgia  for  a  grant  of 
these  lands. 

If,  in  the  question  between  the  State  and  the  widow  of 
Creneral  Oglethorpe,  it  idiould  be  decided  that  they  were 
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tbe  property  of  the  State,  I  counted  on  thor  geneiositj 
and  tbe  Griendly  dispoehioos  in  America,  towaids  the  suIh 
jects  of  France,  that  they  would  be  brorable  to  tbe 
Chevalier  de  Meeieras.  There  is  notbrng  in  tbe  pre- 
eeding  observations  which  would  not  have  applied  against 
the  heir  of  General  Oglethorpe,  had  he  been  a  native 
eidzen  of  Georgia,  as  it  now  applies  against  him  being  a 
subject  of  France.  The  treaty  has  placed  tbe  subjects 
of  France  on  a  footing  with  natives,  as  to  conveyances 
and  descent  of  property. 

There  was  no  occssioD  for  the  Assemblies  to  pass 
laws  on  this  subject,  the  treaty  being  a  law,  as  I  conceive, 
superior  to  those  of  perricular  Assemblies,  and  repealing 
them  where  they  stand  in  tbe  way  of  its  operation. 

Tbe  supposition  tbat  the  treaty  was  disregarded  on  our 
part,  in  the  instance  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  of  HasHt- 
ohusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  which  made  a  distinction 
between  natives  and  foreigners  as  to  the  duties  to  be  paid 
on  commerce,  was  taken  notice  of  in  the  letter  of  Novem- 
ber 30th,  which  I  bad  the  honor  of  addresang  to  the 
Count  de  Vergeimes.  And  while  I  express  my  hopes 
that,  onareviaon  of  those  subjects, nothing  will  be  found  in 
them  derogatory  frnu  either  the  letter  or  spirit  of  our  trea- 
ty, I  will  add  assurances  that  the  United  States  will  not  be 
behind  hand  in  going  beyond  both,  whenever  occasons 
shall  oSer  of  maiufestiDg  their  sincere  attachment  to  this 
country. 

I  will  pass  on  to  the  observatioo,  that  our  commarcial 
i^juktions  are  difficult  and  repugnant  to  the  French  mm- 
ehenU.  To  detail  these  regulatioas  minutely  as  they  ex- 
ist is  every  State,  would  be  beyond  my  iofbrtaatuKi.  A 
general  view  of  them»  however,.  siU  Boffice^  becauae  tbe 
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States  difier  little  m  their  several  regulatkms.  On 
of  a  ship  in  America,  her  cargo  must  be  reported  at  the  pro- 
per office.  The  duties  on  it  are  to  be  paid.  These  are 
commonly  from  two  and  a  half  to  five  per  cent,  on  it^ 
value.  On  many  articles,  the  value  of  which  is  tolerably 
uniform,  the  precise  sum  is  fixed  by  law.  A  tariff  of 
these  is  presented  to  the  importer,  and  he  can  see  what 
he  has  to  pay,  as  well  as  the  officer.  For  other  articles 
the  duty  is  such  a  per  cent,  on  their  value.  That  value 
is  either  shown  by  the  invoice,  or  by  the  oath  of  the  im- 
porter. Thb  operation  being  once  gone  over,  and  it  is  a 
very  short  one,  the  goods  are  conadered  as  entered,  and 
may  then  pass  through  the  whole  thirteen  States,  without 
their  being  ever  more  subject  to  a  question,  unless  they 
be  reshipped. 

Exportation  is  still  more  simple,  because  as  we  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of  nothing,  and  very  rarely  lay  a 
duty  on  any  article  of  export,  the  state  is  little  interested 
in  examining  outward  bound  vessels.  The  Captain  asks 
a  clearance  for  his  own  purposes.  As  to  the  operations 
of  internal  commerce,  such  as  matters  of  exchange,  of 
buying,  selling,  bartering,  &c.  our  laws  are  the  same  as 
the  English.  If  they  have  been  altered  in  any  instance, 
it  has  been  to  render  them  more  simple. 

Lastly,  as  to  the  tardiness  of  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice with  us,  it  would  be  equally  tedious  and  impractica- 
ble for  me  to  give  a  precise  account  of  it  in  every  State. 
But  I  think  it  probable  that  it  is  much  on  the  same  footing 
through  all  the  States,  and  that  an  account  of  it,  in  any 
one  of  them,  may  found  a  general  presumption  of  it  in  the 
others.  Being  best  acquainted  with  its  administration  in 
Virginia,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  that.    Before  the  revo- 
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lutioQy  a  judgment  could  not  be  obtained  under  eight 
years  in  the  Supreme  Court,  where  the  suit  was  in  the 
department  of  the  common  law,  which  department  em- 
braces about  nme-tenths  of  the  subjects  of  legal  contesta- 
tion. In  that  of  the  Chancery  from  twelve  to  twenty 
years  were  requisite.  This  did  not  proceed  from  any 
vice  in  the  laws,  but  frt)m  the  indolence  of  the  Judges 
appointed  by  the  King ;  and  these  Judges,  holding  thdi 
offices  during  his  will  only,  he  could  have  reformed  the 
evil  at  any  time.  This  reformation  was  among  the  first 
works  of  the  Legislature  after  their  independence. 

A  judgment  can  now  be  obtained  in  :he  Supreme 
Court,  in  one  year  at  the  common  law,  and  in  about 
three  years  in  the  chancery. 

But  more  particularly  to  protect  the.  commerce  of 
France,  which  at  that  moment,  was  considerable  with  us, 
a  law  was  passed  giving  all  suits  wherein  a  foreigner  was 
a  party,  a  privilege  to  be  tried  immediately  on  the  return 
of  their  process,  without  waiting  till  those  of  natives, 
which  stand  before  them  shall  have  been  decided  on. 
Out  of  this  act,  however,  the  British  stand  excluded  by  a 
subsequent  one.  This,  with  all  its  causes,  must  be  ex- 
plained. 

The  British  army,  after  ravaging  the  State  of  Virginia, 
had  sent  off  a  very  great  number  of  slaves  to  New  York. 
By  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  they  stipulated 
not  to  carry  away  any  of  these.  Notwithstanding  this,  it 
was  known,  when  they  were  evacuating  New  York,  that 
they  were  carrying  away  the  slaves. 

General  Washington  made  an  official  demand  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  that  he  should  cease  to  send  them  away. 
He  answered  that  these  people  had  come  to  him,  under 
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promise  of  the  King's  protection,  and  that  that  promiia 
should  be  fulfilled  in  preference  to  the  stipulation  in  the 
treaty. 

The  State  of  Vii^ia,  to  which  nearly  the  whole  of 
these  slaves  belonged,  passed  a  law  to  forbid  the  recovery 
of  debts  due  to  Britbh  subjects.  They  declared  at  the 
same  time,  they  vrould  repeal  that  law,  if  Congress  were 
of  opinion  they  ought  to  do  it.  But  desirous  their  dti* 
cens  should  be  discharging  their  debts,  the/  afterwards 
permitted  British  creditors  to  prosecute  their  suits  and  to 
receive  iheit  debts  in  seven  equal  and  annual  payments, 
reljringthat  the  demand  for  the  slaves  would  dtherbe  ad- 
mitted or  denied  in  time,  to  lay  their  hands  ock  some  of 
the  latter  payments  for  reimbursonent.  The  immenaty 
of  this  debt  was  another  reason  for  forbidding  such  a  mass 
of  property  to  be  offered  for  sale  under  execution  at  once, 
as  from  the  small  quantity  of  circulating  money,  it  nnist 
have  sold  for  little  or  nothing,  whereby  the  creditor 
would  have  failed  to  receive  his  money,  and  the  debtor 
would  have  lost  his  whole  estate,  without  being  discharged 
of  his  debt. 

This  is  the  history  of  the  delay  of  justice  in  that  coun- 
try in  the  case  of  British  creditors. 

As  to  all  others  its  administration  is  as  speedy  as  jus- 
tice itself  will  admit. 

I  presume  it  is  equally  so  in  all  the  other  States,  and 
can  add  that  it  is  administered  in  them  all  with  a  purity 
and  integrity,  of  which  few  countries  afibrd  an  example. 

I  cannot  take  leave  altogether  of  the  subjects  of  this 
conversation,  without  recalling  the  attention  to  what  had 
been  its  principal  drift.  This  was,  to  endeavor  to  bring 
about  a  direct  exchange  betvreen  France  and  the  United 
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States  (without  the  ioterveDUon  of  a  third  natioa)  of 
those  productions,  with  which  esch  could  fuinisb  the 
other.  We  can  furnish  to  France  (because  wo  have 
heretofore  furnished  to  England)  of  whale  oil  and  sper- 
maceti, of  fuis  and  peltry,  of  ships  and  naval  stores,  and 
oi  pot  ash,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  lines, 
and  the  quantities  will  admit  of  increase.  Of  our  tobacco, 
France  consumes  the  value  of  ten  millions  more. 

Twenty-five  millions  ol  lin«s  then  mark  the  extent  of 
that  commerce  of  exchange,  which  is  at  present  practi- 
cable between  us.  We  want,  in  return,  producuoos  and 
manufactures,  not  money.  IT  the  duties  on  our  [m}duce 
are  hght,  and  the  sale  free,  we  shall  undoubtedly  bring  it 
here,  and  lay  out  the  proceeds  on  the  spot,  in  the  pro- 
ductions and  manufactures  which  we  want.  The  mer- 
chants of  France,  will,  on  their  part,  become  active  in 
the  same  business.  We  shall  no  more  thmk,  when  we 
shall  have  sold  our  produce  here,  of  making  an  useless 
voyage  to  another  country,  to  lay  out  the  money,  than 
we  think  at  present,  when  we  have  sold  it  elsewhere,  of 
coming  here  to  lay  out  the  money.  The  conclusion  is, 
that  there  are  commodities  which  form  a  basis  of  ex- 
change to  the  extent  of  a  million  of  guineas  annually ; 
it  is  for  the  wisdom  of  those  in  power,  to  contrive  that 
the  exchange  shall  be  made. 

Having  put  this  paper  into  the  hands  of  Monsieur 
Reyneval,  we  entered  into  conversation  again  on  the 
subject  of  the  farms,  which  were  now  uadei^tood  to 
be  approaching  to  a  conclusion.  He  told  me,  that 
he  himself  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  inter- 
est of  the  State  required  the  farm  of  tobacco  to  be 
Vol.  II.— 61 
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disoontinued ;  that  he   had,   accordingly,  gi?en   every 
aid  to  my   proposition,  which  laid  within  his  sphere* 
That  Count  de  Vergennes  was  very  clearly  of  the  same 
opmion,  and  had  supported  it  strongly  with  reasons  of 
his  own,   when   he  transmitted  it  to   the   Comptroller 
General ;  but  that  the  Comptroller,  in  the  discussions  of 
this  subject,  which  had  taken  place,  besides  the  objec- 
tions which  the  Count  de  Vergennes  had  repeated  to 
me,  and  which  are  beforementioned,  had  added,  that  the 
contract  with  the  Farmers  General,  was  now  so  far  ad- 
vanced, that  the  article  of  tobacco  could  not  be  with- 
drawn from  it,  witliout  unravelling  the  whole  transaction. 

Having  understood,  that  in  this  contract,  there  was 
always  reserved  to  the  crown  a  right  to  discontinue  it  at 
any  moment,  making  just  reimbursements  to  the  Farm* 
ers,  I  asked  M.  Reyneval,  if  the  contract  should  be 
concluded  in  its  present  form,  whether  it  might  still  be 
practicable  to  have  it  discontinued,  as  to  the  article  of 
tobacco,  at  some  future  moment.  He  said  it  might  be 
possible. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  true  obstacle  to  thb  propositk>n 
has  penetrated  in  various  ways  through  the  veil  which 
covers  it. 

The  influence  of  the  Farmers  General  has  heretofore 
been  found  sufficient  to  shake  a  Minister  in  his  office. 
Monsieur  de  Calonne's  continuance  or  dismission  has 
been  thought  for  some  time  to  be  on  a  poise.  Were  he  to 
shift  this  great  weight,  therefore,  out  of  his  own  scale 
into  that  of  his  adversaries,  it  would  decide  their  prepoa* 
derance.  The  jomt  interests  of  France  and  America, 
would  be  an  insufficient  counterpoise  in  his  favor. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  these  effiwrts  to  improve  the 
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commerce  of  the  United  States,  have  been  confiDed  to , 
that  branch  only,  which  respects  France  itself,  and  (bit 
nothing  passed  on  the  subject  of  our  commetce  vr'itit 
the  West  Indies,  except  an  incideatal  convenation  as  to 
our  fish. 

The  reason  of  this  was  no  want  of  a  due  sense  of  its 
unportance.  Of  that  I  ara  thoroughly  sendble.  But 
efforts  in  favor  of  this  branch  would,  at  present,  be  des- 
perate. To  nations  with  which  we  have  not  yet  treated, 
and  who  have  possessions  in  America,  we  may  ofier  a  free 
vent  of  their  manufactures  in  the  United  States,  lor  a  fiill 
or  a  modified  admittance  into  those  possessions. 

But  to  France  we  were  obliged  to  give  that  freedom  for 
a  different  compensation,  to  wit:  for  her  aid  to  affect  our 
independence. 

It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  say  what  we  have  now  to 
offer  her  for  an  admission  into  her  West  Indies.  Doubt- 
less it  has  its  price.  But  the  queslbn  is,  whet  (his  would 
be,  and  whether  worth  our  while  to  give  it.  Were  we  to 
propose  to  give  to  each  other's  citizens  all  the  right  of 
natives,  they  would  of  course  count  what  they  should 
gain  by  this  enlargement  of  right,  and  examine  whether 
it  would  be  worth  to  them  as  much  as  their  monopoly  of 
their  West  Indian  commerce.  If  not,  that  commercial 
freedom  which  we  wish  to  preserve,  and  which  indeed  is 
so  valuable,  leaves  us  little  else  to  offer. 

An  expression  in  my  letter  lo  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
of  November  SOlli,  wherein  I  hinted  that  both  nations 
might,  perhaps,  come  into  the  opinion  that  the  condition 
of  natives  might  be  a  belter  ground  of  intercouise  for 
their  citizens  than  that  of  the  mat  /avortd  nation,  was 
intended  to  furnish  an  opportunity  to  the  Minister  of  par- 
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leying  on  that  subject,  if  he  was  so  disposed,  and  to  my- 
self, of  seebg  whereabouts  they  would  begb,  that  I  might 
communicate  it  to  Congress,  and  leave  them  to  judge  of 
the  expediency  of  pursuing  the  subject. 

But  do  overtures  have  followed  ;  for  I  have  no  right  to 
consider  as  coming  from  the  Minister,  certain  questions, 
which  were  very  soon  after  proposed  to  me  by  an  indi- 
vidual. 

It  sufBciently  accounts  for  these  questions  that  that  in- 
dividual had  written  a  memorial  on  the  subject  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Minister,  and  might  wish  to  know 
what  we  would  be  willing  to  do.  The  idea  that  I  should 
answer  such  questions  to  him,  is  equally  unaccountable, 
we  suppose  them  originating  with  himself,  or  coming 
from  the  Minister. 

In  fact,  I  must  suppose  them  to  be  his  own ;  and  I 
transmit  them  only  that  Congress  may  see,  what  one 
Frenchman  at  least  thinks  on  die  subject. 

If  w^e  can  obtain  from  Great  Britain  reasonable  condi- 
tions of  commerce,  (which  in  my  idea  must  forever  in- 
clude an  admission  into  her  islands,)  the  freest  ground 
between  the  two  nations  would  seem  to  be  the  best.  But 
if  we  can  obtain  no  equal  terms  from  her,  perhaps  Con- 
gress might  think  it  prudent,  as  Holland  has  done,  to  con- 
nect us  unequivocally  with  France. 

Holland  has  purchased  the  protection  of  France.  The 
price  she  pays  is  aid  in  time  of  war.  It  is  interesting 
for  us  to  purchase  a  free  commerce  with  the  French  is- 
lands. But  whether  it  is  best  to  pay  for  it  by  aids  in 
war,  or  by  privileges  in  commerce,  or  not  to  purchase  it 
ally  is  the  question. 
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rilOM  BARON    DE  THULEMEIER   TO    THOMAS    JETFEBSON. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  October  11,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  receipt  of  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  amity,  which 
I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  negotiating  with  yourself 
and  colleagues.  When  that  of  the  United  States  of 
America  comes  to  hand,  I  shall  hasten  to  concert  with 
you,  the  most  proper  means  for  the  customary  exchange, 
in  transactions  of  this  kind. 

If  Mr.  Short  is  still  with  you,  I  must  request  you,  sir, 
to  remember  my  respects  to  him,  and  assure  him  that  I 
consider  myself  under  great  obligations  to  you,  for  the 
opportunities  you  afforded  me  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  him.  Mr.  Short  appeared  to  me  as  no  less  distin- 
guished by  his  knowledge  and  information,  than  by  his 
abilities  in  the  management  of  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  THULEMEIER. 

P.  S.  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  forward  to  Balti- 
more the  enclosed  letter  which  has  been  sent  to  me  by  a 
merchant  of  Silesia. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  BARON  DE  THULEMEIEB. 

Paris,   October  16,  1785.    . 

Sir, 
I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the 
11  th  instant,  with  which  you  have  honored  me,  and  where- 
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• 

in  you  are  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  ratification  by  his 
Prussian  Majesty,  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce^ 
bet\f  een  him  and  the  United  States  of  America.  On  our 
part  the  earliest  opportunity  was  embraced  of  forwarding 
it'  to  Congress.  It  goes  by  a  vessel  sailing  about  this 
time  to  Havre.  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  communi- 
cate to  you  its  ratification  by  Congress,  in  the  first  nx>- 
ment  in  which  it  shall  become  known  to  me,  and  concur 
in  the  measures  necessary  for  exchanging  the  ratifications. 
'  I  shall  take  the  greatest  care  to  forward  the  letter  you 
are  pleased  to  enclose  ibr  Baltimore  according  to  its  ad- 
dress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  VEROENNBS. 

Paris,  October  11,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  Excellency  a  re- 
port of  a  voyage  of  an  American  ship,  the  first  which 
has  gone  to  China. 

The  circumstance  which  induces  Congress  to  direct 
this  communication,  is  the  very  friendly  conduct  of  the 
Consul  of  his  Majesty  at  Macao,  and  of  the  commanders 
and  other  officers  of  the  French  vessels  in  those  seas. 
It  has  been  with  singular  satisfaction  that  Congress  have 
seen  these  added  to  the  many  other  proofs  of  the  cor- 
diality of  thb  nation  towards  our  citizens.  It  is  the  more 
pleasing,  when  it  appears  in  the  officers  of  Government, 
because  it  is  then  viewed  as  an  emanation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  Grovemment. 
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It  would  be  an  additional  gratification  to  Congress,  b 
this  particular  instance,  should  any  occasion  arise,  of  noti- 
fying those  officers,  that  their  conduct  has  been  justly  re- 
presented to  your  Excellency,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  has  met  your  approbation.  Nothing  will  be 
wanting,  on  our  part,  to  foster  corresponding  dispositions 
in  our  citizens,  and  we  hope  that  proofs  of  their  actual 
existence  have  appeared,  and  will  appear,  whenever  oc- 
casion shall  offer.  A  sincere  affection  between  the  two 
people,  is  the  broadest  basis  on  which  their  peace  can  be 
built. 

It  will  always  be  among  the  most  pleasing  functions  of 
my  office,  when  I  am  made  the  channel  of  communicating 
the  friendly  sentiments  of  the  two  Governments. 

It  is  additionally  so,  as  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
assuring  your  Excellency  of  the  high  respect  and  esteem 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  JUE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

Fontainebleau,  October  30,  1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write,  of  the  24th  of  this  month,  together  with  that  ad- 
dressed to  me,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Samuel  Shaw. 

I  have  made  it  my  business,  to  inform  the  King  of  the 
proceedings  of  his  officers  with  regard  to  those,  who  com- 
manded the  American  ship  which  has  visited  China. 
His  Majesty  has  learned  with  real  satisfaction,  that  the 
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former  have  conformed  their  conduct  to  the  instructions 
that  had  been  given  them,  and  he  bstructs  you  to  assure 
the  Congress,  that  on  all  occasions  that  may  ofier,  he 
will  be  ready  to  give  proofs  of  his  esteem  and  friendship 
for  the  United  States,  and  the  sincere  interest  he  takes 
in  their  prosperity. 

At  the  same  time,  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Ma* 
jesty,  to  observe  to  you,  how  little  regard  has  been  paid, 
in  America,  to  the  rule  of  reciprocity,  and  how  much 
they  have  shown  themselves  disposed  to  depart  from 
those  principles,  which  formed  a  basis  for  the  good  under- 
standing which  subsists  between  France  and  the  United 
States.  We  are  in  effect  informed,  sir,  that  in  several  of 
the  States  (hey  have  passed  navigation  laws,  and  com- 
mercial regulations,  injurious  to  the  trade  of  France,  and 
even  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  treaty  of  February 
^  6th,  1778. 

The  Congress  are  too  enlightened,  not  to  know  how 
much  we  are  effected  by  such  proceedings,  as  well  as 
too  wise  and  sagacious,  not  to  be  convinced  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  maintaining  things  on  the  same  footing  of 
reciprocal  advantage,  on  which  they  have  been  since  the 
alliance  between  France  and  the  United  States. 

Without  this  precaution,  it  is  impossible  that  the  mu- 
tual commerce  of  the  two  nations  can  prosper,  or  even 
continue ;  and  the  King  will  be  under  the  necessity, 
contrary  to  his  wishes,  to  fall  upon  such  means  as  will 
tend  to  put  matters  upon  a  perfect  equality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  VERGENNES. 
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FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  VEROENNES. 

Paris,  November  30,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  found  here,  on  my  return  from  Fontainebleau,  the  let- 
ter of  October  30th,  which  your  Excellency  did  roe  the 
honor  there  of  informing  me,  had  been  addressed  to  me 
at  this  place ;  and  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  first  occa- 
sion of  transmitting  it  to  Congress,  who  will  receive,  with 
great  pleasure,  these  new  assurances  of  the  friendly  senti- 
ments, which  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  continue  towards 
the  United  States. 

I  am  equally  persuaded  they  will  pay  the  most  serious 
attention  to  that  part  of  your  Excellency's  letter,  which 
mentions  the  information  you  have  received,  of  certain 
acts  or  regulations  of  navigation  and  commerce,  passed  in 
some  of  the  United  States,  which  are  injurious  to  the 
commerce  of  France.  In  the  meantime,  I  wish  to  re- 
move the  unfavorable  impressions  which  those  acts  seem 
to  have  made,  as  if  they  were  a  departure  from  the  re- 
ciprocity of  conduct  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Februa- 
ry 6th,  1778.  The  effect  of  that  treaty  is  to  place  each 
party,  with  the  other,  always  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
favored  nation.  But  those  who  framed  the  acts,  proba- 
bly, did  not  consider  the  treaty  as  restraining  either  from 
discriminating  between  foreigners  and  natives.  Yet  this 
is  the  sole  effect  of  these  acts.  The  same  opinion  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  treaty,  seems  to  have  been  entertain- 
ed by  this  (jovemment,  both  before  and  since  the  date  of 
these  acts.  For  the  arr^t  of  the  King's  Council,  of 
August  30th,  1784,  furnishes  an  example  of  such  a  dis- 
crimination between  foreigners  and  natives,  importing 
Vol.  II — 62 
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salted  fish  into  his  Majesty's  dominions  in  the  West  In- 
dies, by  laying  a  duty  on  that  imported  by  foreigners,  and 
giving  out  the  same  bounty  to  native  importers.  This 
opinion  shews  itself  more  remarkably  in  the  late  arrets  of 
the  18th  and  S5th  of  September,  which,  increasing  to 
excess  the  duty  on  foreign  importations  of  6eh,  into  the 
West  Indies,  giving  the  double  in  bounty  on  those  of  the 
natives,  and  thereby  rendering  it  impossible  for  the  for* 
mer  to  sell  in  competition  with  the  latter,  have,  in  effect, 
prohibited  the  importation  of  that  article,  by  the  citisens 
of  the  United  States. 

Both  nations,  perhaps,  may  come  into  the  opinion  that 
their  fiiendship  and  their  interest  may  be  better  cement- 
ed by  approaching  the  condition  of  their  citizens,  recipro> 
eally,  to  that  of  natives^  as  a  better  ground  of  intercoune 
than  that  of  the  most  favored  nation. 

I  shall  rest  with  hopes  of  being  authorized,  in  due  time, 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  nothing  will  be  wanting, 
on  our  part,  to  evince  a  disposition  to  concur  in  revising 
whatever  regulations  may,  on  either  side,  bear  hard  on 
the  commerce  of  the  other  nation. 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  of  the 
profound  respect  and  esteem,  with  which  I  have  the  hon- 
or to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES  TO  THOMAS  JKFFKBSOK. 

Translation. 

VcpsaiUes,  November  30,  1785. 

You  are  hereby  informed,  sir,  that  a  merchant  of  Bos- 
ton, having  imported  a  cargo  of  whale  oil  into  France, 
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has  DOt  been  able  to  dispose  of  it,  on  account  of  tb» 
duties  imposed  upcKi  this  species  of  commodity  ;  duties 
which  are  paid  by  all  nations,  excepting  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Hanse  towns. 

The  Comptroller  General,  taking  into  consideration  the 
loss  this  merchant  must  sustain,  if  the  payment  of  the 
aforementioned  duty  is  rigidly  exacted,  made  a{^lication  to 
his  Majesty  in  his  &vor,  who  thereupon  gave^rders  that 
no  further  duty  should  be  paid  by  the  Boston  merchant, 
than  is  required  fiom  and  paid  by  the  Hanse  towns ;  that 
is  to  say  seven  livres,  ten  sous,  instead  of  twelve  livres 
per  barrel,  and  that  henceforward  till  the  1st  of  January, ' 
1787,  no  more  duty  than  the  first  mentioned  shall  be  paid, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  upon  fish  oils  of 
their  own  production,  provided  that  those  oils  are  im- 
ported into  France,  in  French  or  American  bottoms,  ac- 
'  companied  with  a  certificate  from  the  magistrates  of  the 
places  where  shipped,  attesting  their  production  and  au- 
thenticated by  our  Consuls. 

I  hasten,  sir,  to  inform  you  of  this  new  regulation,  in 
which  I  xnake  no  doubt  you  will  6nd  a  new  proof  of  the 
King's  aflfection  for  the  United  States,  and  of  the  con- 
stant concern  he  takes  in  their  prosperity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  VERGENNES. 


VROM  THOMAS  JEFrKHSOV  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  VSilGENNES. 

December  3, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's 
letter,  of  November  the  30th,  in  which  you  are  pleaded 
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to  infonn  me  of  the  late  abatement  of  the  duties  on  all 
fish  oils,  made  fix>m  fish,  taken  hj  cidzens  of  the  United 
States,  and  brought  into  this  Kingdom,  in  French  or  in 
American  bottoms  ;.  and  I  am  now  to  return  thanks,  tot 
thb  relief  given  to  so  important  a  branch  of  our  com- 
merce. 

I  shall  take  the  first  occasion  of  communicating  the 
same  to  Congress,  who  will  receive  with  particular  satis- 
fiK^on,  this  new  proof  of  the  King's  firiendship  to  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  interest  which  he  is  pleased  to 
take  in  their  prosperity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  de  Calonne  to  the  Marquis 

de  la  Fayette. 

Translation. 

Paris,  NoTember  17, 1785. 

It  would  afibrd  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  sir,  to  exert 
my  endeavors  to  facilitate  the  means  of  commerce  be- 
tween the  people  of  France  and  those  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  In  compliance  with  your  wishes,  I 
have  proposed  to  the  King,  to  make  an  abatement  till 
January  Ist,  1787,  of  the  duties  payable  upon  the  fish 
oils,  imported  either  in  French  or  American  vessels,  the 
produce  of  the  American  fisheries ;  and  till  that  time, 
that  the  same  duty  shall  only  be  paid,  as  is  paid  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Hanse  towns,  in  pursuance  of  the 
treaty  of  September  28th,  1716. 

His  Majesty,  havmg  freely  granted  this  favor  to  the 
subjects  of  the  United  States,  I  have  issued  orders  to  the 
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Farmers  Greneral,  to  receive  no  more  than  the  duty  of 
seven  livres,  ten  sous,  per  cask,  of  the  weight  of  five 

hundred  and  twenty  pound,  and ,  instead  of  the 

duty  of  twelve  livres,  per  barrel,  imposed  upon  oils,  the 
produce  of  foreign  fisheries. 


Translation. 
Whale  oils  from  whatever  place  they  come  into  the 
kingdom,  aire  liable  to  the  following  duties,  viz : 

lAvres. 

1.  Per  barrel  of  5001bs.  gross,  -        -         12 

2.  6  deniers   per   pound,  edict  of  March 

21,  1786, 12  10 

3.  The  10  sols  per  pound  out  of  these  two 

duties, 12    6 

36  15 

The  barrel  of  SOOlbs.  gross,  nett  only  4201bs, 
which  advances  the  duties  per  quintal  to  the 

sum  of 939 

Not  including  the  local  duties  of  tolls,  &c 
which  may  be  estimated  at  about,        -        -  15 

Total  of  the  duties  per  quintal,  payable  in  France  9  18  9 

There  is  another  duty,  called  special  grants;  not  yet 
fixed,  but  which  ought  to  be  ascertained.  Whale  oils 
brought  firom  abroad  by  French  vessels,  and  on  account 
of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  France,  pay  only  lUv. 
105.  per  barrel  of  SOOlbs.  instead  of  12,  the  first  mea- 
u<Hied  duty,  only. 

The  other  duties  are  the  same. 


4M  THOMAS  iKFFBBSON-WOHN  JAY. 

Translation. 

Tbe  detennination  of  the  Ministar  of  Finanoe,  of 
November  17,  1785|  directs  to  put  the  inhabitants  of  tbe 
United  States  upon  the  same  looting  with  tbe  inhabitants 
of  the  Hanse  towns,  in  regard  to  fish  oils,  the  produce  of 
their  own  fisheries,  exported  to  France,  that  is  to  aay, 
instead  of  paying  twelve  livres  and  10  sols  per  livre  upon 
each  barrel  of  oil  weighing  5901bS|  that  they  shall  pay  cm- 
ly  7  livres  10  sob  per  barreli  of  the  wdght  of  SSOlbf, 
and  ten  sous  per  livre.  Upon  condition,  however,  that 
the  cargoes  be  accompanied  with  a  editificate  signed  by 
the  magistrate  of  the  place,  firom  whence  the  oib  are  ex- 
ported, which  shall  attest  them  to  be  the  product  of  the 
fishery  of  that  country.  It  is  further  conditioned,  that 
the  fish  oils  beforementioned  shall  be  exported,  either  in 
American  or  French  vessels. 

Should  they  be  imported  into  France  in  the  vessels  of 
any  foreign  nation,  the  said  exemptioQ  of  duty  not  to 
take  place. 

Thb  exemption  to  continue  in  force  to  the  1st  day  of 
January  1787,  and  no  longer- 


Translation. 

Aa  elucidation  of  the  following  queries  is  desired : 
1st.  Is  a  free  trade  to  the  French  colonies  equally 
cessary  to  all  the  United  States  ?    Should  theie  be  aay 
difierence,  in  this  respect,  to  ascertam  the  dc^gree  and 
the  cause  thereof? 
2nd.   Would  the  United  States  allow  us  lecapcocal 
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commercial  adraotages,  for  the  liberty  we  abould  giant 
them  of  a  IVee  access  to  all  our  colonial  marts  ? 

3rd.  b  it  m  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  grant 
&Tors  to  one  natiooj  which  they  would  refijse  to  any 
other? 

4th.  If  France  should  admit  into  her  ports,  without 
hmitatbn,  productions  of  American  ^wth,  upon  condi- 
tion of  an  increase  of  duty,  the  repayment  of  which 
abould  be  secured  to  the  owneis  in  the  compensation  that 
riiould  be  made  to  them,  in  the  proceeds  at  their  salea, 
either  of  the  manuiaotures  or  articles  the  growth  of  France, 
^would  the  Americana  consent  to  a  trade  with  us  upm 
such  conditions,  and  consider  themselves  either  injured  or 
favorsd? 

5th.  What  are  the  advantages  which  Congress  could 
promise  us  in  return  for  those  she  solicits  from  us,  either 
in  respect  to  the  European  or  colonial  commence  ?  If 
France  should  comply  with  the  requisitioos  of  the  United 
States,  would  they  engage  to  indemnify  us  for  the  losses 
our  navigation  must  suffer  in  consequence  thereof,  by  the 
importation  of  the  least  valuable  commodities  into  the 
colonies,  ot  would  they  grant  us  liberty  to  fish  upon  the 
northern  coasts  of  the  United  States,  and  secure  to  us  a 
compensation  for  the  losses  ahoveraentiond,  by  giving  a 
preference  to  our  woollens,  our  linens,  our  sah,  and  our 
wines? 

6th.  Is  the  present  Congress  invested  with  sufficient 
power  to  establish  a  treaty  upon  the  basis  of  rsciprocal 
advtntage,  like  two  mutually  contracting  nations,  the  arti- 
cles of  whose  respective  treaties  would  be  exacdy  co^ 
respondent  to  each  other,  and  whose  political,  as  well  as 
comfflflioiil,  regulatioDS,  should  have  only  one  and  the 
same  eustence  ? 
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FROM   THOMAS   JEFFERSON   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Psrii^  Januaiy  3r»  1786k 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  youhy  the  way  of  Lon- 
doOy  on  the  Snd  instant,  since  that,  yours  of  December 
7thy  has  come  to  hand.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  in- 
form you,  that  Mr.  Barclay,  having  settled,  as  far  as 
depended  on  him,  the  accounts  of  Monsieur  de  Beau- 
maichab,  left  Paris  on  the  15th  instant,  to  proceed  to 
Morocco.  Business  obliged  him  to  go  by  the  way  of 
L'Orient  and  Bordeaux,  but  he  told  me  he  should  not  be 
detained  more  than  a  day  at  either  place.  We  may 
probably  allow  him  to  the  last  of  February  to  be  at  Mo- 
rocco. 

The  Imperial  Ambassador^  some  days  ago,  observed 
to  me,  that,  about  eighteen  months  ago.  Doctor  Franklin 
had  written  to  him  a  letter,  proposing  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  the  Emperor  and  the  United  States,  that 
he  had  communicated  it  to  the  Emperor,  and  had  an- 
swered to  Doctor  Franklin,  that  they  were  ready  to 
enter  into  arrangements  for  that  purpose  ;  but  that  he 
had  received  no  reply  from  him. 

I  told  him,  I  had  been  informed  by  Doctor  FrankUn^ 
of  the  letter  making  the  proposition,  but  that  this  was 
the  first  I  had  ever  heard  of  an  answer,  expressing  their 
readiness  to  enter  into  negotiation.  That,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  had  supposed  no  definitive  answer  had  been 
given,  and  that,  of  course,  the  next  move  was  on  their 
side. 

He  expressed  his  astonishment  at  this,  and  seemed  so 
conscious  of  having  given  such  an  answer,  that  he  said. 
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he  would  have  it  sought  fat,  and  send  il  to  me  for  my 
inspection.  However,  he  observed,  that  the  delay, 
having  proceeded  from  the  expectation  of  each  party, 
that  the  other  was  to  make  the  next  advance,  and  this 
matter  being  now  understood,  the  two  parties  might  now 
ptoceed  to  enter  into  the  necessary  etTangements. 

I  told  him,  that  Congress  had  heen  desirous  of  enter- 
ing into  connexicHis  of  anuty  and  commerce  with  his  Im- 
perial Majesty;  that,  for  this  purpose  they  had  cranmis- 
nowd  Mr.  Adams,  Dr.  Franklin  and  myself,  or  any 
two  of  us,  to  treat ;  that  reasons  of  prndence  had  obliged 
them  to  affix  some  term  to  our  commissions,  and  that 
two  years  was  the  tenn  assigned,  that  the  delay,  there> 
fore,  which  had  happened,  was  the  mora  unlucky,  as 
these  two  years  would  expire  in  the  ensuing  spring.     • 

He  said,  he  supposed  Congress  could  have  no  objec- 
tions to  renew  our  powers,  or  perhaps  to  appcunt  some 
person  to  treat  at  Brussels. 

I  told  him,  I  was  unable  to  answer  that,  and  we  re- 
mitted further  conversation  on  the  subject,  till  he  should 
send  me  bis  letter  written  to  Doctor  Franklin.  A  few 
days  afterwards  hb  Secretaire  d'.Amiauade  called  on  me 
with  it.  It  was  the  letter  of  September  38th,  1784, 
(transmitted  in  due  time  to  Congress)  wherein  he  had 
informed  Dr.  Franklin,  that  the  Emperor  was  disposed 
to  enter  mto  commercial  arrangements  with  us,  and  that 
he  would  give  orders  to  the  government  of  the  Nether- 
lands to  take  the  necessary  measures.  I  observed  to 
Monsieur  de  Blumendorff,  (the  Secretary)  that  this  letter 
shewed  we  were  right  in  our  expectations,  of  their  taking 
the  next  step. 

He  seemed  sensible  of  it,  said  that  the  quarrel  with 
Vol.— II  63 
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Holland  had  engrossed  the  altentkm  of  Govemmem>  and 
that  these  orders  relating  to  the  Netheriands  only,  it  had 
been  expected  that  others  wouU  be  given,  which  should 
include  Hungary,  Bohemia,  and  the  Austrian  domuoons 
in  general,  and  that  they  still  expected  such  orders. 

I  told  him  that  while  they  should  be  attending  them,  I 
would  write  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  London,  my  coUeaguQ  in 
this  business,  in  concert  with  whom  I  must  move  in  it. 

I  think  they  are  desirous  of  treating,  and  from  ques- 
tions asked  nxe  by  Monsieur  de  Blumendorff,  I  suspect 
they  have  been  led  to  that  decision,  either  by  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  April,  1784,  asking  powers  from  the 
States  to  impose  restraints  on  the  commerce  of  Suites  not 
connected  with  us  by  treaty,  or  else  by  an  act  of  tlaie 
Pennsylvania  Assembly,  for  giving  such  powers  to  Con- 
gress, which  has  appeared  in  the  European  papers. 

In  the  meantime  I  own  myself  at  a  loss  what  to  do. 
Our  instructions  are  clearly  to  treat.  But  these  made 
part  of  a  system,  wise  and  advantageous,  if  executed  in 
all  its  parts;  but  which  has  hitherto  failed  in  its  most 
matedal  branch,  that  of  connexion  with  the  powers  hav- 
ing American  territory. 

Should  these  continue  to  stand  aloof,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  United  States  to  enter  into  commercial  regu- 
lations of  a  defensive  nature. 

These  may  be  embarrassed  by  treaties,  with  the  powers 
having  no  American  territory,  and  who  are,  most  of  them, 
so  little  commercial  as,  perhaps,  not  to  ofier  advantages 
which  may  countervail  diese  embarrassments.  In  case 
of  a  war,  indeed,  these  treaties  will  become  of  value,  %uA 
even  during  peace ;  the  respectability  of  the  Emperor, 
who  stands  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  two  parties,  which 
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seem  at  present  to  divide  Europe,  gives  a  lustre  to  those 
connected  with  him ;  a  circumstance  not  to  be  absolutely 
neglected  by  us,  under  the  actual  situation  of  things. 

I  append  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  on  this  subject ;  not 
trusting  the  posts,  however,  and  obliged  to  wait  private 
conveyances,  our  intercommunication  is  slow,  and,  in  the 
meanwhile,  our  time  shortening  fast. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  from  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  in  favor  of  Mr^  Dumas. 

With  the  services  of  this  gentlemen  to  the  United 
States,  yourself  and  Doctor  Franklin  are  better  acquaint- 
ed than  I  am.  Those  he  has  been  able  to  render  towards 
effecting  the  late  alliance  between  France  and  the  United 
Netherlands,  are  the  probable  ground  of  the  present  ap- 
plication. 

The  Minister  for  Geneva  has  desired  me,  to  have  in- 
quiries made  after  Mr.  Gallatin,  named  in  the  withm  pa- 
per. I  will  pray  you  to  have  the  necessary  advertise- 
ments inserted  in  the  papers,  and  to  be  so  good  as  to  fa^ 
vor  me  with  the  result.  I  enclose  the  gazettes  of  France 
and  Leyden  to  this  date,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
the  most  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Note  on  the  original  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson : 
Agreeably  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  request,  Mr.  Jay  had  the 
necessary  advertisements  relative  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  insert- 
ed in  all  the  papers  on  the  continent. 
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FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

Vemillei,  Januiiy  18,  1786. 

M.  the  Marquis  de  Verac,  the  King's  ambassador  at 
the  Hague,  requests  me,  sir,  to  interest  myself  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Dumas,  who  resides  in  Holland,  in  quality  of  Charge 
d'Affiiires  of  Congress. 

That  Ambassador  at  the  same  time  makes  the  highest 
eulogiums  on  the  zeal  and  talents  of  Mr.  Dumas,  as  well 
as  on  the  important  senices,  which  he  has  rendered  to 
the  American  cause.  Congress  has  led  him  to  hope  for 
treatment  more  advantageous,  and  more  preporuonale  to 
Us  merit,  so  soon  as  America  should  enjoy  some  tran- 
quillity. 

Mr.  Dumas  is  known  advantageously  to  General  Wash- 
ington and  Doctor  Franklin. 

Testimonies  so  honorable  cannot  but  complete  his  eu- 
logium ;  and  the  very  interesting  manner  in  which  the 
Marquis  de  Verac  expresses  himself  on  his  behalf,  deter- 
mines me  to  join  my  recommendations  to  his,  in  favor  of 
this  Charge  d'Afiaires. 

I  request  the  favor  of  you,  sir,  to  convey  them  to 
Congress. 

We  think  that  the  way  to  recompense  properly  the 
services  of  Mr.  Dumas,  will  be  to  give  him  the  tide  of 
Resident,  with  an  allowance  of  four  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  with  which  we  have  reason  to  think  he  would  be 
satisfied. 

The  consideration  which  he  enjoys  in  Holland  essen- 
tially enables  him  to  be  more  and  more  useful  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  the  confidence  with  which  his  principles  of  wis- 
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dom  and  probity  bspire  me,  does  not  permit  me  to  doubt, 
but  that  be  wi]l  think  it  his  duty  to  justify  by  tbe  activi- 
ty of  his  zeal,  the  mark  of  good  will  he  may  rec^re 
from  Congress. 

I  should  see,  sir,  with  a  good  deal  of  interest,  the  nic- 
oess  of  this  affiiir. 

DE  VERGENNES. 


Inquiry  relative  to  a  Mr.  QaUatin,  of  Oeneva, 
Mr.  Abraham  Albert  Alpbonso  Galktin  left  Genera 
ID  April,  1780,  for  America,  and  airived  soon  after. 
Whilst  engaged  in  several  pursuits,  previous  to  accom- 
plishing his  de^gn  of  settling  himself,  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  a  Mr.  Savany  de  Valcoulan,  who  had 
purchased  several  thousand  acres,  of  imcultivated  land, 
jraning  tbe  river  Ohio,  and  who  made  him  a  partner  in 
this  purchase,  an  condition  that  Mr.  Gallatin  should  take 
upon  himself  tbe  expense  of  having  these  lands  sur- 
veyed. It  is  not  known,  whether  tbe  design  of  clearing 
this  land  was  viewed  with  an  evil  eye  by  the  Indians  of 
that  district,  but,  in  July,  1785,  it  was  amiounced  in  the 
Fredericksburg  Gazette,  in  an  article,  under  the  head  of 
"  Richmond  "  in  Virg^ia,  that  eleven  persons  had  been 
surprised  by  a  small  party  of  Indians,  between  tbe  great 
and  Uttle  Kenhawa,  which  empty  into  the  Ohio ;  that 
this  party  of  Indians  was  commanded  by  a  white  man,  of 
tbe  name  of  Girty ;  that  five  of  the  seven  had  been 
killed  and  scalped,  and  that  among  the  five  were  Mr. 
GallatlD,  and  a  Mr.  Duval,  Senator  from  that  district. 
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Mr.  Gallatin  was  described  as  a  young  Frenchman, 
haying  lately  left  Richmond,  to  go  into  that  quarter, 
which  was  true  of  Mr.  Crallatin,  the  Genevan. 

This  account,  taken  from  that  Gazette,  was  written  to 
(jenera,  and  has  been  repeated  m  other  European  Ga- 
zettes, but  no  confirmation  of  it  has  been  since  received. 
On  the  contrary,  a  Mr.  Charton,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
is  expected  soon  m  Europe,  told  a  Mr.  Dubey,  lately 
arrived  at  Neufchatel,  m  Switzerland,  from  America, 
that  Mr.  Grallatin  was  still  living. 

Mr.  Gallatin's  family  desire  to  be  informed  with  cei^ 
tainty,  of  the  fate  of  this  young  man ;  and  in  the  case  of 
his  having  fallen  a  victim  to  the  savages^,  they  would 
have  need  of  an  authenticated  certificate  of  his  death,  of 
the  time  of  that  event,  and  also  a  copy  of  his  will,  if 
he  has  made  one. 

Mr.  Gallatin  would  have  been  twenty-five  years  old 
at  the  end  of  February,  1786. 


raOM   JOHN   JAT   TO  THOMAS   JEVFEBSON. 

office  for  Foreign  Afiwn,     7 
May  S,  1786.  S 

Dear  Sir, 
The  last  letter  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you^ 
was  dated  the  19th  day  of  January  last,  since  which  I 
have  received  and  laid  befcnre  Congress,  yours  of  the 
30th  August,  6th  and  11th  October,  24th  December  and 
27th  January  last,  with*  the  several  papeis  enclosed  with 
them. 
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No.  1  of  the  papers  herewith  enclosed  is  an  extract 
fRBn  Mr.  Otto's  note  of  the  18th  ult.,  desiring  that  the 
Consular  CiMventkxi  may  be  speedily  ratified. 

No.  3  is  a  copy  of  a  report  on  that  subject  agreed  to 
by  Congress,  which  will  enable  you  to  tccouot  and  ^po- 
Uigise  for  the  delays,  that  have  attended  that  business. 

I  also  enclose  and  leave  open  for  your  perusal  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Dumas,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  Congress 
hare  made  such  a  provision  for  him,  as  conadering  hia 
aerviceB  and  tlieir  circumstances,  appeared  to  them  to  be 
proper.  That  act  of  Congress  was  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  first  oppoituxuty  after  it  bad  passed ;  as  he  makea 
no  mention  of  it  in  any  of  his  subsequent  letteia,  I  sus^ 
pect  it  must  have  miscarried. 

The  subjects  of  your  several  letters  aie  interesting  and 
bear  strong  marks  of  ducemment  and  assiduity.  I  forbear 
entering  into  particulars  by  this  conveyance.  Until  this 
week  Congress  has  not  been  composed  of  nine  States, 
for  more  than  three  or  four  days  since  last  fall.  This 
will  account  for  my  s'dence  on  parts  of  your  letters 
which  required  answers  and  instructions,  for  as  their  sen- 
timents and  decisions  must  direct  the  public  conduct  of 
their  officers,  I  must  wait  with  patience  for  their  orders. 

I  hare  received  from  Mr.  Hopkinson  a  parcel  for  you, 
which  agreeable  to  a  bint  Irom  him,  I  shall  request  the 
captain  of  the  packet  to  take  as  merchandize.  The  late 
newspapers  shall  also  be  sent  by  the  packet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAT   TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

New  York»  May  10.  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 
This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Reverend  Doctor 
Samuel  Wales,  Professor  in  Yale  College  m  Cixinecticut, 
who,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  is  advised  by  his 
physicians  to  make  a  voyage  to  Europe. 

This  gentleman  is  reconmiended  to  roe  in  such  strong 
and  advantageous  terms,  that  I  cannot  forbear  taking  the 
liberty  of  introducing  him  to  you,  and  requesting  the  favor 
of  you  to  show  him  those  friendly  offices  and  attentions 
which  circumstances  and  the  objects  of  lus  voyage  may 
point  out. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


EVB  or  TBI  IICOVD  VOLUVI. 


/ 


'.J 


3  2044  022  645  998 


